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Can you feel the love? Farmer Matt’s 
Valentine’s Special
Celebrate love with Our Valentine’s Dinner. 
Your choice of filet mignon or salmon. Served 
with sautéed green beans, duchess potatoes, 
chocolate-covered strawberries, bacon-wrapped 
dates, and a delightful flourless chocolate cake.
This four-course meal is gluten free.

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Hearts for Heat, a local orga-
nization, hosted their 15th an-
nual spaghetti dinner to raise 
money for winter heating help. 

The organization was start-
ed by Cindy Shea 15 years ago 
with the dream of “community 
helping community.” 

“Ninety percent of our 
funds come from within North 
Brookfield, proving how much 
we care about all residents in 
our little town,” Sue Lewand-
owski, the president of the or-
ganization, said. 

The 15th annual spaghetti 
dinner was hosted this year in 
the North Brookfield Elemen-
tary School’s cafeteria. There 
were many sponsors of the 
event, including food donated 
by Hannaford Supermarket. 

Hayden Lodge A.F. & A.M. 
was another sponsor, and 

Hearts for Heat helps warm 
homes with annual dinner

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – At its 
first meeting of the new year, 
the Sturbridge Historical So-
ciety welcomed Rebecca Beall 
and Derek Heidemann from 
Old Sturbridge Village to share 
details of their newly released 
book, “Needle & Thread: The 
Art and Skill of Clothing an 

Early 19th Century Family” 
and give a glimpse into the mu-
seum’s extensive textile collec-
tion.

Both Beall and Heidemann 
have worked at OSV for some 
time, starting as interpreters 
and working their way up to 
Curator of Textiles and Col-
lections Manager and Director 
of Collections and Research, 
respectively. Heidemann is also 

Needle & Thread

OSV staff talk textiles at 
Historical Society meeting

Members of the Hayden Lodge A.F. & A.M. volunteered to do all the cooking and serving 
for the fundraising event. T URLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

These children’s dresses are featured in Old Sturbridge Village’s newest publication, 
“Needle & Thread: The Art and Skill of Clothing an Early 19th Century Family”. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

The Quaboag Valley Food 
Policy Council met to discuss 
food security and access with-
in the communities it serves, 
and offer a free “Opioids and 
Opioid Rescue Training” in 
collaboration with the Quabbin 
Health District.

Opioids and Opioid Rescue 
Training

At the Jan. 25 meeting, 
Quabbin Health District’s 
Public Health Nurse, Kirsten 
Krieger, presented a training 
about opioids, addiction and 
how to recognize signs of an 
opioid overdose.

“The biggest goal is to give 
people some basic informa-
tion,” she said. 

Addiction, she said, is a 
treatable, chronic medical dis-
ease and that only one in 10 
people with substance use dis-
orders are getting treatment.

“It’s finally being seen 
as more of a disease than a 
choice,” Krieger said. 

“Most people who are using, 
they feel euphoria, they feel 
high, it makes them feel better,” 
she said. “They get to a point 
when it’s not about the high; it’s 
about not getting sick.”

Krieger explained the neuro-
biology of addiction and how 
it affects the prefrontal cortex, 

Food policy council participates 
in opioid rescue training

See HEARTS   I   PAGE 2

See TEXTILES   I   PAGE 12

See POLICY   I   PAGE 8

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – Support-
ers of the TipTop Country 
Store came from near and far 
to join a discussion led by the 

Board of Directors about tran-
sitioning the store to a food 
co-operative.

At a meeting on Jan. 27, 
about 40 people from the towns 
of Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
North Brookfield, West Brook-
field, Hardwick, Sturbridge, 

Spencer, Charlton, War-
ren, Worcester, Southbridge, 
Thorndike, Brimfield, Oakham 
and beyond shared what they 
love about the store, and what 
makes it unique.

“It means a lot,” Lisa Hell-

Food co-op discussion continues 
at community meeting

Editor’s note: The Quaboag 
Current will regularly feature 
a spotlight story on different 
farmers market vendors. Learn 
about the people that bring food 
and locally sourced items to 
your community. 

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Jan. 24 was a drizzly overcast 
day, but not everywhere.

Across from the common 

in West Brookfield, in the hall 
of the First Congregation-
al Church, there was an oasis 
of warmth. It was the weekly 
meeting of the West Brookfield 
Winter Farmers Market.

Farmers Market Spotlight
Still Life Farm at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market

See MARKET   I   PAGE 12

See CO-OP   I   PAGE 13
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRYSTYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 2/1/24-2/7/24

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $244

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ........
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTER & BREADED SHRIMP ..

$177
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

67¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$669
lb

lb

USDA INSP.

FRESH SOUP
CHICKENS “FOWL” ..............
USDA INSP.

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. 

BEEF SHANK MEAT .............$349
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$444
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

STUFFED CHICKEN 
W/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE .......... lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$977
lb

CUT
FREE

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF
EYE ROUND

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

25% OFF
All Jewelry

(excluding fire & ice diamond)

Master Jeweler 
Gabriel Serrano 
continues Michael 
Harris’ passion 
for fine jewelry 
and exceptional 
customer service.

❤
Valentine

    Stud Sale
from Diamonds to 

Colored Stones

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

helped to make the food and serve it. Local band, The 
Otters, helped to liven the atmosphere, and attendees 
got to enter a raffle for fun prizes. 

“The community really cares,” Lewandowski said, 
as was seen at the end of the fundraiser where the 
event raised a total of $2,540, all to be donated to help 
provide a variety of heating fuel to residents in need. 

“The North Brookfield Hearts for Heat raises funds 
to help with fuel assistance for qualified North Brook-
field residents,” Lewandowski explained. “Last year, 
we helped 31 families and raised $33,000, the most we 
have raised in a year so far.” 

The Hearts for Heat, a nonprofit organization, 
takes all money donated or raised through raffle tick-
ets or the dinner to send directly to fuel providers of 
those who qualify for the assistance. 

Fuel includes oil, propane, natural gas, electricity, 
pellets, or cord wood that would be used in order to 
heat a home. 

The event was successful, and helped to raise mon-
ey that will make a difference in the lives of many peo-
ple this cold winter season. 

HEARTS   I  FROM PAGE 1

Many people came to show their support of Hearts for Heat and its mission as they enjoyed a spaghetti dinner. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Local band, The Otters, offered those gathered a wonderful show of music to add to the fun.

WARREN – Quaboag Regional Middle High 
School Student Council is hosting a Craft/Small Busi-
ness Fair on Saturday, Feb. 10, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
Quaboag Regional Middle High School, 284 Old West 
Brookfield Road. 

Vendors include handmade woodcrafts, candles, 
soaps, seasonal decor, pottery, jewelry, and many more.

Enjoy a fun day of shopping and make this your 

one stop shop for Valentine’s Day, or shop early for 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.

In addition to the 80+ vendors participating in the 
fair, there will also be a huge raffle table, so please be 
sure to bring cash.

Vendor fees and proceeds from the raffle will go to 
the Student Council members attending their annual 
state conference in Hyannis. Thank you in advance for 
your kind support.

There will be no ATM on site. Venmo/Cashapp/etc. 
accepted at the discretion of vendors.

Student Council hosts craft fair Feb. 10
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WARREN – Tales of the unusual, the un-
known and the unpredictable are told at “Throw-
ing Back - Massachusetts Pottery History with 
Hands-on Workshop” with a demonstration of 
techniques and many types of pots. 

Sponsored by the Warren Public Library, this 
event will be held on Saturday, Feb. 17 from 1-2 
p.m. at the Warren Senior Center, 2252 Main St., 
West Warren. The event is free and appropriate 
for both teens and adults.

Who were the Tufts and Cornell families? 
Who’s drinking tea on the roof? Is Boston the 
original Beantown? This is a fast and fun explo-
ration of the Commonwealth’s pottery legacy. 

Participants will pass from person to person 
a freshly made pot from the potter’s wheel and 
have the chance to feel a dry and wet pot as it 
rotates on the wheel. Each person will also make 
a pinch pot and the unfired piece will go home 
with the participant. 

“Throwing Back - Massachusetts Pottery History with Hands-on Workshop” will be 
sponsored by the Warren Public Library at the Warren Senior Center on Saturday, Feb. 
17 from 1-2 p.m. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Hands-on pottery workshop explores history
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CURREN T

My birthday is on the 
first of the month; 
when should I claim 
Social Security?

Dear Rusty: 
I will be 62 on Nov. 1 and I have cho-

sen to take my benefits early. I know that 
my benefit will be less than it would be if  
I waited and that does not concern me, 
but I don’t want to be without income 
for a long period of time. 

I know that if  my birthday is on the 
first or second of the month, then I can 
draw that month. Does that mean that 
when I turn 62 on Nov. 1 that I can 
receive my first check on the second 
Wednesday of November? 

Should I select November as the 
month I’d like my benefits to start? I 
also read that I would be paid the month 
following the month I select, hence my 
confusion. 

Signed: Confused Senior
 
Dear Confused: 
There are a few different Social Secu-

rity rules, which come into play in your 
specific circumstance which are likely 
creating your confusion. First, since you 
will be 62 on Nov. 1, you will first be-
come eligible for Social Security starting 
with the month of November. 

Those born on the first or second of 
the month are eligible for benefits for 
that entire month, whereas those who 
turn 62 later in the month wouldn’t be 
eligible for benefits until the following 
month. To claim benefits, you must be 
62 for the entire month and, because 
your birthday is on the first, your first 
month being 62 for the entire month 
will be November and that is the month 
you should specify as your benefit-start 
month on your application. 

The next thing to be aware of is 
that Social Security pays benefits in the 

month following the month those ben-
efits are earned. That means that your 
November benefits will be paid in De-
cember. 

The exact payment date is determined 
by the recipients birthday – born before 
the eleventh of the month, SS payments 
are made on the second Wednesday; 
born between the eleventh and twentieth 
of the month, payments are received on 
the third Wednesday of the month and 
for those born after the twentieth of 
the month, payment is received on the 
fourth Wednesday. 

Thus, since you were born on the first 
of the month and are claiming benefits 
to start in November, your first Social Se-
curity payment will be deposited in your 
bank account on the second Wednesday 
of December and all subsequent Social 
Security payments will be made on that 
same second-Wednesday schedule. 

You can apply for your Social Secu-
rity benefits up to four months prior to 
the month you wish them to start, and 
SS recommends you apply at least two 
months prior to allow time for process-
ing your application. On the application, 
they will ask which month you wish your 
benefits to begin, and you can indicate 
November to get your earliest possible 
payment in December. 

Actually, you can simply select the 
following option on the Social Security 
benefit application: “I want benefits be-
ginning with the earliest possible month 
and will accept an age-related reduc-
tion,” which will accomplish the same 
thing.  

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC. 

I purchased some paper white bulbs early in De-
cember, figuring I’d need some flower power 
come January.  

Four bulbs were planted in potting soil in an old 
tureen bowl that I found at the local recycling center 
swap shed. I covered the soil in moss I saved from 
my yard and honest to goodness when those bulbs 
burst into bloom about a month after planting, I 
felt pretty proud of myself for creating such a chic 
display.  

Now what to do with it? Usually, when paper 
whites are forced in pebbles, or just plain water, they 
are a once and done kind of experiment. But be-
cause I planted them in decent potting soil, there 
may be hope for re-bloom.  

Read on to see how it’s done.
First, it’s important to think about how bulbs 

work. They are a self-contained unit that has every-
thing in that unit to bloom the first time no matter 
what, as long as basic environmental needs are met.  

Pretty impressive. 
For bulbs to bloom again, we have to make sure 

that unit gets re-charged. I read once to think of the 
bulb as a solar battery – that’s not far off! 

For typical daffodil bulbs that are planted in the 
ground that means removing spent flowers, keep-
ing the foliage intact until it yellows, and giving the 
plant a little fertilizer or a compost top dressing if  
the soil isn’t fertile. Now that we understand, we can 
use this information to re charge our hyacinth bulbs.

The flowers are still on my chic display, but 
they are definitely gone by. I will snip off the spent 
blooms.  

Next, I will put the tureen in a sunny window. To 
be honest, I had placed it in my pantry when it was 
in bloom.  

My husband found the fragrance a little too 
overpowering and not to his liking. Over the years 
I have found that people either love it or hate it and 
sadly he leans toward the latter of the two.  

But, because it was placed in the window of a 
cool room, it grew upright without falling over, and 
the flowers lasted close to three weeks! Now that 
I have the pot of foliage in a sunny window, I will 
sprinkle a little bulb fertilizer on the soil surface and 
water it in.  

Choose one that has both nitrogen for the leaves 
and phosphorus for the bulb. The numbers on the 
fertilizer indicate NPK: Nitrogen, Phosphorus and 
Potassium.  

We want to encourage those leaves to photosyn-
thesize and make energy to build up the reserves in 
the bulb. Fertilization will happen monthly as long 
as the leaves are green.

The leaves will grow for longer than you might 
think, maybe even into late spring and summer.  I’ll 
put the pot outside in the sunshine once the weather 
warms up enough.  

Eventually, though, the leaves will yellow and 
brown. Once they do it’s time to cut them back and 
let the soil dry out completely, after which the bulbs 
can be removed.  

Give them a couple of days in the sun to dry out 
further. The outer skin of the bulbs will get papery.  

Now it is time to store them in a brown paper bag 
until planting. Old panty hose or onion bags would 
also work.  

I will replant my paper white bulbs during Ad-
vent, and with any luck, all of my work will pay off  
with blooms when I need it the most – this time next 
year!  And maybe every year thereafter!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Re-blooming 
paper whites

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

$12.50
EachDigital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Live Onsite & Webcast
Public AuctioN

FURNITURE STORE
• FURNITURE INVENTORY & ACCESSORIES •

42 MYRON STREET     WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
TO BE SOLD ON THE PREMISES AND BY LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

NATIONAL BRANDS INCLUDING: BarcaLounger; Bernhardt Furniture; Bradington Young; Braxton Culler; Caracole Furniture; 
Charleston Forge; CTH Sherrill Occasional; Hickory White; Hooker; John Richard; King Hickory; Sam Moore; Sherrill and Many More •
Consisting of: Sofas • Sectionals • Recliners • Swivel Rockers • Occasional Chairs • Ottomans • Cocktail, End & Console Tables • 
Entertainment Centers • Bookcases • Desks • Dining Room Sets • Buffet • Mirrors • Floor & Table Lamps • Chandeliers • Bar Stools 
• Framed Paintings & Prints • Wall Décor • Clocks • Knick Knacks • Bowls • Jars • Trays • Throw Pillows • TCL 55” TV

• Many More Items Too Numerous To Mention •

SALE PER ORDER OF GARY M. WEINER, ESQ.
OF THE FIRM OF WEINER LAW FIRM, PC, 1441 MAIN STREET, SUITE 610, SPRINGFIELD, MA

ASSIGNEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF CREDITORS
TERMS OF SALE: 25% DEPOSIT CASH, WIRE TRANSFER OR CERTIFIED CHECK

15% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONSITE PURCHASES
18% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONLINE PURCHASES

OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT TIME OF SALE
INSPECTIONS: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH – 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.& MORNING OF SALE – 8:30 A.M. TO 10:30 A.M.

LIVE ONSITE & LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE AT WWW.BIDSPOTTER.COM
SEND for  DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE or VISIT our WEBSITE at  WWW.POSNIK.COM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH AT 10:30 A.M. ET
ASSIGNEE’S SALE

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – A new experience 
at Old Sturbridge Village takes place in 
the nighttime as guests enjoy an “Eve-
ning of Illumination.” 

Many history enthusiasts probably 
wonder how New England families spent 
their evenings before the introduction of 
texting, telephones, television and com-
puters. Visitors got to tour around Old 
Sturbridge Village at night as it was lit 
only by candles, oil lamps, lanterns and 
firelight. 

Guided tours around the Village 
Common allow guests to visit select 
homes and shops to see how early New 
Englanders spent their evenings in the 
days before electricity. 

The tour began at the Ox & Yoke Café 
that was offering hot cocoa and coffee. 
Every destination at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage featured a form of candlelight. 

Across from the café was the visitors 
center and museum that featured the 
first destination of some of the lighting 
options New Englanders in the early 
1800s used for lighting. 

A display of historical lighting was 
provided by Rich Eckert. From wax can-
dles, oil lamps and pocket lanterns, there 
were many options to choose for how to 
light your home at night. 

In one house, musician Aidan Grif-
fith demonstrated how families kept 
themselves entertained at night. Many 
families had musicians in the family who 
played instruments such as guitars, pia-
nos, flutes and fiddles. 

The musician also demonstrated a 
reading in the candlelight, which is also 
a regular occasion for families living in 
the early 1800s. The musician finished 
off the visit by playing Beethoven’s “Cel-
ebrated Grand Waltz” on the guitar. 

Another demonstration called “going 
to bed” was provided by Nicole Dressel. 
The bedtime attire consisted of nigh 
socks, a night gown and scuffs. 

To keep warm at night, a bed would 
consist of two mattresses with a hot 
bed warmer made of a pan with warm 
stones going in between both mattresses. 

Over at the Friends Meetinghouse, 
the Old Sturbridge Village singers per-
formed under candlelight. The OSV 
singers were celebrating 20 years of per-
forming at Old Sturbridge Village. 

One of the classic songs performed by 
the OSV singers was “Hail Columbia”. 

In one of the buildings, a shadow 
puppet show was demonstrated as can-
dlelight was used to bring nighttime 
entertainment. Hand shadows, paper 
cutouts of characters and a bright wall 
made it all possible and brought stories 
to life. 

The demonstrator recommended a 
classic book called “A Chemical Histo-
ry of a Candle” by Michael Farraday. 
The title of a series of six lectures on the 
chemistry and physics of flames given by 
Michael Faraday at the Royal Institu-

tion back in 1848.
Guests would then get a chance to 

observe a display of lusterware. Some 
of these fine teapots, sets and appliances 
cost about $6 back in the 1830s. 

Afterwards, more fine arts were seen 
at the Richardson House. Japanware 
was a replica of fashionable lacquerware 
that the English fell in love with and 
made replicas that expanded into the 
American colonies. 

Decorators from all over New En-
gland trained in this style of painting 
and of course worked at night under 
candlelight. Many designs were done by 
hand prior to the introduction of sten-
cils in the 1850s. 

The evening of illumination would 
end at the Bullard Tavern where guests 
were treated to music, food, beverages 
and an evening ball featuring the Old 
Sturbridge Village dancers. 

To experience the Evening of Illu-
mination, visit www.osv.org. The next 
events will be held on Saturday, Feb 10 
and Saturday, Feb. 24 at 6 p.m. 

This program is designed for adults. 
Experience a unique part of history un-
der candlelight at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage.  

OSV features an ‘Evening of Illumination’

A couple enjoying some tea and reading next to a cozy fire in their Old Sturbridge Village household. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Nicole Dressel gave a demonstration about preparing for bedtime in the 1830s. Alden Chartier is shown working on decorative japanware. 

Rich Eckert stands alongside a display of historical 
lighting during the evening of illumination.
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, February 3rd ~ 7:30pm-10:30pm

Kidd Hurricane

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights
8pm-11pm

Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, February 24th

8pm-11:30pm

Tony Soul Project

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

Pool Players Wanted!
Glenda will sponsor a team to play 

in the Palmer Pool League - 
Call for details!

QUABOAG REGIONAL MIDDLE 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL 

Craft/Small Business Fair 
February 10th, 9am-3 pm 

Vendors include handmade woodcrafts, 
candles, soaps, seasonal decor, 

pottery, jewelry, and many more!
Enjoy a fun day of shopping and make this 
your one stop shop for Valentine’s Day, or 

shop early for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day!

80+ vendors participating in the fair, 
there will also be a huge raffle table, 

so please be sure to bring cash

There will be no ATM on site. 
Venmo / Cashapp / etc. accepted 

at the discretion of vendors.

Fair Location is at the 
Quaboag Regional Middle High School, 

284 Old West Brookfield Road, 
Warren, MA

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

STURBRIDGE – The Federated 
Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale has 
announced that its annual Irish Feast 
will take place on Monday, March 18 at 
the historic Publick House Restaurant 
according to event chair, Ken Benson. 

“We are most grateful to the Publick 
House for its generosity in hosting this 
annual fundraiser for the benefit of the 
Federated Church and the Harrington 
Hospital Auxiliary,” said Benson.

“This annual dinner isn’t just a cel-
ebration of culture and community,” 
added Rev. David Cote. “It’s an expres-
sion of the enduring spirit of fellowship 
that guides our mission at the Federated 
Church and reminds us of the grace that 
surrounds us.”

The feast promises an evening of 
traditional Irish fare with two seating 
times to accommodate guests: an ear-
ly seating from 4:30-6 p.m. and a later 
seating from 6:30-8 p.m. Attendees will 
be treated to a buffet-style meal that in-
cludes corned beef and cabbage, boiled 
potatoes, carrots, turnips, dinner roll 
and Irish soda bread, a beverage and a 
cupcake for dessert.

Tickets are $17 per adult and $7 for 
children aged 4-12. They may be pur-
chased at the Church office located at 
8 Maple St. on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays between 9 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Payments may be made by 
cash or check. 

Tickets are pre-paid only; no tickets 
will be sold at the door.

For electronic payments, Venmo is 
accepted at @Federated-Church. Please 
include the number of meals, preferred 
seating time and a mailing address in 
the note as tickets will be mailed to you.

The deadline for ticket purchases is 
March 11. To purchase tickets or for ad-
ditional information, please reach out 
to the Church office by calling 774-304-
1021 or Ken Benson at 774-230-3848.

The Federated Church of Sturbridge 
& Fiskdale joyfully celebrates Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace in our lives. 

Community members are welcome 
and invited to join in worship on Sun-
day mornings at 9:30 a.m. Services are 
also live streamed on the church’s Face-
book page.

Tickets available for Federated 
Church’s Irish feast March 18

A traditional corned beef and cabbage dinner is the fare for the Federated Church Irish Feast on March 18. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

STURBRIDGE – Last June, Old 
Sturbridge Village hosted the popular 
WGBH-produced “Antiques Road-
show” on the property. 

Three one-hour episodes will air on 
local PBS stations beginning on Jan. 29. 
Other episodes will be aired on Feb. 5 
and 12 at 8 p.m. on PBS.

Some of the highlighted treasures 
found at OSV and noted by PBS are “… 
a 1954 Marilyn Monroe tissue with a 
soldier’s letter, Paul Revere pottery vas-
es, and a 1942 Ted Williams game-worn 
Red Sox jersey.”

“Antiques Roadshow” first contacted 
Old Sturbridge Village in early 2022 as a 
potential site for filming in its 28th sea-
son of the show. 

“The pairing is a logical fit all around. 
Both businesses are based in Massachu-
setts and are institutions of history and 
education on their own. It was special 
to join our missions for this event,” said 
Christine Freitas, director of Communi-
cations and Content at Old Sturbridge 

Village in a press release.
“Antiques Roadshow” was filmed at 

Old Sturbridge Village on June 13, 2023. 
The production was spectacular in its 
execution, setting up a one-day filming 
event for three, one-hour episodes to air 
at the beginning of their 28th season.

Chris Tieri, Chief Marketing Offi-
cer at Old Sturbridge Village said, “It 
was an honor and a true pleasure to 
work with the ‘Antiques Roadshow’ 
team from the early planning stages 
throughout the long day of filming in 
June of 2023. They are a well-oiled ma-
chine and extremely professional – we 
greatly appreciate the care and respect 
they brought to the Village and were 
incredible collaborators with our team 
throughout the entire production.”

Over 4,000 guests of “Antique Road-
show” were determined, good-spirited, 
and hopeful as they carried, wheeled, 
and dragged in all sorts of artifacts for 
assessment from professionals and spe-
cialists from all over the country.

‘Antiques Roadshow’ episodes 
filmed at OSV

WEST BROOKFIELD – With just 
26 letters and a handful of punctuation, 
writers create fascinating worlds and 
unforgettable stories. 

A creative writing and publish-
ing workshop will be held on Sunday, 
March 10, from 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the 
Salem Cross Inn in West Brookfield. 

Award-winning author Ed Londer-
gan provides a full day of information. 
“The workshop will cover the entire 
writing and publishing, including idea 
development and sources of inspiration, 
drawing from storytelling traditions, de-
veloping the story, structure and flow, 
conceiving and bringing characters to 
life, dialogue, editing, short fiction, writ-
er’s block, and the publishing process,” 
Londergan said in a press release. “The 
publishing process can be confusing and 
frustrating. I’ll take the group through 
the various publishing options available. 
There will also be some fun writing ex-
ercises.” 

“Everyone has a story to tell. The 
workshop aims to help those who want 
to write but don’t know where to start or 
have had an idea for a story that’s been 
bubbling in their head for years and fi-
nally want to put it on paper. I also help 

people who have written something and 
need to know how to move ahead.”

Past workshops have been attended 
by people of all ages and occupations, 
from 12-year-old students to 75-year-
old retirees. “Four attendees have writ-
ten books and had them published,” 
Londergan said. 

“One of the things past attendees 
have enjoyed and learned from is the 
writing exercises,” Londergan said. 
“The writing exercises this year are dif-
ferent than what I’ve done in the past. I 
enjoy seeing the creative ideas that come 
out of them.”

“Back-and-forth discussion is always 
a popular part of the day. Attendees 
learn from each other. Individual issues 
or problems anyone has with their writ-
ing are discussed, and the group helps 
them with suggestions and observations. 
At times, a lot of ‘here’s what happened 
to me, and here’s what I did.’”

The workshop is limited to 14 par-
ticipants. The cost is $110, and lunch is 
included. 

Registration is required. The regis-
tration deadline is March 3. To register, 
email ed.londergan@gmail.com or call 
508-864-8685. 

Creative writing/publishing 
workshop offered March 10

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Murder Mystery Dinner
Friday, February 23 & 

Saturday, February 24 - 6:00 p.m.
Tickets Now Available at Hardwick Crossing

February Special
Purchase a New Membership 

& Receive Up to $225.00 in Gift Cards
See Website for More Information

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, February 13 

& Tuesday, February 27
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Valentine Day 
Specials 

Available on Facebook 
and Our Website

WEST BROOKFIELD – The De-
partment of Energy Resources Green 
Communities Division has approved 
an award of $180,526 for the following 
projects proposed in the Town of West 
Brookfield’s Green Communities Com-
petitive Grant application.

List of projects funded include 
$100,000, Elementary School, LED 
lighting; $34,422, Town Hall, weather-
ization; $31,831, Merriam Gilbert Li-

brary, weatherization; $1,312, Senior 
Center, weatherization; $3,443, Fire De-
partment, weatherization; and $4,518, 
Water Department, transformers.

The Division reviewed West Brook-
field’s grant application and has de-
termined these are viable projects that 
meet the eligibility requirements of our 
Competitive Grant program. The use of 
these funds is restricted to the specifical-
ly approved projects listed above.

Town receives $180,526 in 
Green Communities funding

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder Technical 
Vocational School is excited to intro-
duce Scout, the English Golden Re-
triever who is promoting mental health 
among students and staff alike.

Scout was adopted by the school 
through support of the School Com-
mittee and a healthcare grant from the 
Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance As-
sociation. This grant paid for the pur-
chase of the dog, as well as training, 
veterinary services and supplies like toys 
and a cage.

“What we’re finding is it’s a nice ice-
breaker for those students that have a 
hard time expressing their feelings and 
talking about what’s going on,” said 
Principal Brenda Turner. “If he’s in the 
room, it breaks down a lot of barriers.”

Turner said that in addition to im-
proving students’ mental health, Scout 
will also serve to address the absentee-
ism that has increased at many schools 
and workplaces since the pandemic.

Director of Student Services, Ma-
rina Latourelle, has been charged with 
taking care of Scout after the school is 
closed, a responsibility that the rest of 
the staff has lined up to share, should 
Latourelle be unavailable.

“The recommendation was that he 
comes to work right away,” Latourelle 
said. “So he puts his little harness on 
and he comes to work, and he loves it.”

A poll was held to name the puppy, 
with Scout beating out the suggestions 
of Petey (for PT) or Techie.

Superintendent Eric Duda named the 
adoption of Scout as one of his proud-
est accomplishments of the year, along 
with introducing the Yonder pouches to 
help cut down on phone use.

“This was done through a unani-
mous vote from our School Commit-
tee to adopt a new school policy,” said 
Duda. “It allowed us to move forward 
with the dog.”

Duda said that in the first week, 
Scout had already been called on to help 
students with various mental health 
challenges.

“You can have the best school psy-
chologists and three guidance counsel-
ors and two adjustment counselors, a 
powerful admin team and a wonderful 
teaching staff, and we can all work to do 
something to help this student,” Duda 
said. “I saw this firsthand: you may or 

may not get there quickly, but with a 
puppy, you get there immediately.”

Walking through the halls with Scout, 
students immediately lit up as soon as 
they saw him. Turner said that the staff  
coordinates a schedule for Scout to visit 
different classrooms at different times 
of day, in between his training and daily 
care.

“The positive impact that he’s al-
ready had has blown everyone’s mind,” 
Duda said. “By the end of the first day, 
you can’t walk throughout this building 
without having smiles and interactions.”

“We brought the puppy to our 
School Committee meeting last week,” 
Duda said. “We introduced the dog in 
public session, and everybody smiled, 
and people pet the dog, and everything 
else. The whole tone changes from there, 
you can feel the positive energy.”

Duda said he believes that Pathfinder 
is the first school out of the nine towns 
it services to have a dog on-campus and 
said that he hopes other towns will fol-
low their example.

“Myself and the team are happy to 
work with anyone who’s interested in 
doing what we’re doing,” Duda said, 
mentioning that police and fire depart-
ments could also benefit from a dog on-
site.

Pathfinder Tech welcomes Scout to school community

Jennavieve Josephson stopped to pick up Scout on 
her way through the halls. TURLEY PHOTOS BY MARCELO 
GUSMÃO

Georgia Bousquet, Mackenzie Peterson, Addison Doktor and Julianna Lovejoy stopped to pose for a picture 
with Scout.

Scout is shown with Principal Brenda Turner and 
Marina Latourelle.

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. – Lynd-
sey Schimmelpenningh of North 
Brookfield graduated from Hofstra 
University in December 2023, earn-
ing a degree in psychology.

Lyndsey 
Schimmelpenningh 
graduates Hofstra 
University

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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which is responsible for impulse control 
and predicting consequences of actions. 
This part of the brain doesn’t fully de-
velop until a person is in their early-to-
mid-20s, making adolescent substance 
use a great concern.

Addiction also impacts the basal 
ganglia, the part of the brain that con-
trols the pleasurable/rewarding effects 
of substance use and is responsible for 
formation of habitual substance use. 
The external amygdala is also affected 
by addiction, and is where the “fight or 
flight” response comes from.

Krieger said stigma is something 
substance users face, both from them-
selves and from the world around them.

“There are three kinds of stigma,” 
she said, including self-stigma, public 
stigma and structural stigma.

Krieger said language matters when 
it comes to reducing stigma, includ-
ing using “person with a substance use 
disorder” instead of derogatory terms 
like “addict” or “junkie,” and “had a 
setback” or “resumed use” rather than 
“relapsed.” 

“Use person-centered language,” she 
said, putting the emphasis on the indi-
vidual, instead of the disease.

Krieger said there are three types of 
opioids: natural, such as morphine or 
codeine; semisynthetic, including hero-
in, hydrocodone, oxycodone, buprenor-
phine and oxymorphone; and synthetic, 
fentanyl, methadone and tramadol. 

Fentanyl is 50 times stronger than 
heroin and 100 times more powerful 
than morphine, binding faster than any 
other opioid. It is used to treat extreme 
pain.

“It’s very addictive,” Krieger said.
Fentanyl use has increased signifi-

cantly since 2020 and continues to be 
the biggest cause of overdoses in the 
commonwealth, surpassing heroin. It 
was responsible for 93% of fatal over-
dose cases in 2022, with heroin account-
ing for 6%.

Xylazine use started being reported 

in 2021, and is commonly known as 
“tranq” and “tranq dope.” Although 
xylazine is a large animal tranquilizer 
and not an opioid, it is following a sim-
ilar trend being trafficked into the U.S. 
that heroin did. 

Overdoses from xylazine are usually 
fatal in humans. It’s also unresponsive 
to naloxone or Narcan, which is used to 
treat opioid overdose. 

Some people are at a greater risk for 
opioid overdose, Krieger said, including 
people who have recently been released 
from prison. 

“They have a 129 times greater risk 
of fatal overdose in the first two weeks 
after release from prison than the gener-
al population,” she said. 

Signs of an overdose include a death 
rattle (similar to snoring); infrequent 
or no breathing; heavy nod and not 
responding to stimulation (rubbing 
knuckles over sternum); slow heartbeat/
pulse; and “wooden chest” syndrome 
(chest wall rigidity often associated with 
opioid use); and blue or gray skin (in 
dark skinned people, nailbeds will turn 
white).

Naloxone can reverse opioid over-
dose by blocking brain receptors and it 
takes about three-to-five minutes to take 
effect and more than one dose may be 
necessary. A dose of naloxone can last 
for 30-90 minutes.

Naloxone can be injected or adminis-
tered through a nasal spray, and cannot 
cause harm to an individual, even if  the 
person suspected of having an opioid 
overdose is not. Multiple doses are also 
safe.

Krieger cautioned people to always 
call 911 and give a detailed description 
of the location of the victim, and if  
possible, send someone to meet first re-
sponders at the door. 

Administering naloxone via nasal 
spray is simple, Krieger said, by placing 
the nozzle inside one nostril and dis-
charging. A second dose can be admin-
istered after about two-to-three minute 
if  there has been no change.

“Even if  the person is not breathing, 
Narcan is aerosolized and will get where 
it needs to go,” she said. 

Rescue breathing and CPR are also 
recommended, Krieger said, adding 
that making sure the scene is safe is also 
a priority. At the least, call 911 and ad-
minister a dose of naloxone if  possible.

“Every human life is worth it,” Krieg-
er said. “A person who’s deceased can’t 
get to recovery.”

Krieger has naloxone kits available 
to anyone in the community, and she 
may be reached by calling 413-967-9605 
extension 112 or emailing kkrieger@
townofware.com

Food access
Council members shared concerns 

about getting access to food and other 
resources, and how to better connect 
people to food pantries in their own 
towns.

One member mentioned that she 
saw someone asking for food in a Face-
book community forum. Council mem-
bers agreed that they could use social 
media to share hours and locations of 
area food pantries, as well as monthly 
drive-through distributions and other 
resources.

QVFPC members discussed an in-
crease in calls for help from senior cit-
izens, especially near the end of the 
month when their income and food sup-
ply run low.

Council Coordinator Caitlin Ge-
aghan said it’s important to get input 
from people that live in the area and de-
termine the support needed.

Council members also discussed the 
need for education around cooking, and 
how to make the most with the food you 
have available to you. 

Funding and grants
Geaghan said the QVFPC has ap-

plied for a second round of funding 
from the Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources. It was this ini-
tial funding that was used to create the 
council last year. 

If awarded, the MDAR grant will be 

used to continue to sustain the council.
The QVFPC has also applied for a 

mini grant through Baystate Health. 
If awarded, the council will receive 
$5,000 which would be used for an old-
er male-targeted cooking class that will 
address social isolation and nutritional 
knowledge. 

This mini grant will also benefit area 
food pantries.

Community Food Assessment
Geaghan said the priority goal of a 

Community Food Assessment is “to 
create a picture of a community’s food 
system through the collection of data.”

The QVFPC has subcontracted with 
Central Massachusetts Regional Plan-
ning Commission to conduct asset map-
ping to create a legend map of food re-
sources in the region.

The QVFPC is also working with the 
Collaborate for Educational Services to 
provide training for council members. 
The training will be available to about 
six-10 members.

“They will train interested council 
members on how to effectively and re-
spectfully interview community mem-
bers in relation to food access, both indi-
vidually and in small groups,” Geaghan 
said. 

Through these interviews, members 
will create a spreadsheet to track data. 

Geaghan said a form will be distrib-
uted to council members to express in-
terest in receiving the training.

About QVFPC
The Quaboag Valley Food Policy 

Council is funded through a grant re-
ceived by the Town of Ware in partner-
ship with Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation, covering 
the towns of Ware, Belchertown, Palm-
er, Monson, Wales, Holland, Brimfield, 
Warren, Brookfield, West Brookfield, 
North Brookfield and East Brookfield.

The Council is open to all, and every-
one is welcome to join in the discussion. 

For more information, people may 
email Geaghan at cgeaghan@townof-
ware.com.
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From the desk of 
Colleen Mucha, 

Superintendent of QRSD

Did you know that children who receive early child-
hood education are 25% more likely to graduate high 
school and four times more likely to complete a bache-
lor’s degree? 

They perform better academically and socially. En-
gaging your child in early childhood learning experiences 
helps them to build skills and habits that will serve them 
well in the future. 

However, sometimes it can be challenging for families 
to have their children engage in these experiences due to 
limitations of programming, cost, and other factors.

The Quabbin Regional School District believes in the 
importance of Early Childhood Education and recently 
added a “full day” preschool option for families that re-
side within the district. 

The full day program runs at Hardwick Elementary 
School from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday through Friday fol-
lowing the school year calendar. We anticipate great inter-
est, and we will use a lottery system for student selection. 

Half day preschool programs are available at New 
Braintree Grade School, Ruggles Lane School, and Hub-
bardston Center School. Preschool registration is ongo-
ing. 

These programs are at “no cost” to families. 
One added benefit of having your child attend pre-

school in the QRSD is that students will become familiar 
with their school, teachers, and administrators early on. 
This will ease the transition to kindergarten. 

Our early learners fill us with great joy! Other elemen-
tary students enjoy being able to “help” our youngest 
learners as do our adults. 

Should you have any questions regarding our preschool 
programs, you can reach out to our Early Childhood Co-
ordinator, Shelley St. George at sstgeorge@qrsd.org. 

News from the Quabbin Regional School District

School district offers preschool opportunities for families

Superintendent Colleen Mucha read a book about dogs. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Quabbin Regional School District’s Superintendent of Schools 
Colleen Mucha created bead bracelets with children at Making 
Opportunity Count Coordinated Family & Community Engage-
ment’s playgroup in Hardwick. 

Superintendent Colleen Mucha met with parents and played with chil-
dren at a recent playgroup.
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Cougars knock off Leicester

WARREN – Last Monday 
night, Quaboag boys basketball 
creeped closer to .500 with a 59-49 
win over Leicester. Matthew Tibe-
rii had a big night with 22 points 
while Ryan Fernandez turned in 
15 points and Evan Long had 14 
points for Quaboag. The Cougars 
improved to 4-5 on the season with 
several more games to play.

Matthew Tiberii flies for the bas-
ket.

Ryan Fernandez sends a long-
range shot at the hoop.

Jacoby LaBillois shoots from the free throw 
line.

Owen Stevens shoots in some traffic. TURLEY PHO-
TOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Evan Long fires off a shot from close 
range.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MILLBURY—The Tanta-
squa boys’ varsity basketball 
team experienced the agony of 
defeat and the thrill of victory 
in back-to-back games against 
SWCL-A league rivals.

After suffering a heartbreak-
ing double overtime home loss 
to the Auburn Rockets on 
January 19, the Warriors cele-
brated an exciting 55-49 road 
victory over the Millbury Woo-
lies, who entered last Monday 
night’s contest with a perfect 
5-0 league record.  

“I’m very proud of my 
team,” said Tantasqua head 
coach Scott Dion. “We were 
outworked and outcoached in 
the double overtime home loss 
to Auburn the other night. We 
didn’t play very well in that 
game. I thought we execut-
ed the game plan and played 
outstanding in tonight’s game 
against the best team in our 
league. My players are unself-
ish, and nobody really cares 
who the leading scorer is.”    

The last time that the War-
riors (6-5, 4-3) defeated the 
Woolies (8-3, 5-1) on the hard-
wood was a 47-41 victory in the 
second meeting of the 2021-22 
regular season, which was also 
held at Martin J. Roach Gym-
nasium. 

The Woolies have only lost 
two other home games since 
that time. The pep band and 
the loud student section makes 
the gym feel like a college at-
mosphere. 

“This is the first time that 
I played a varsity basketball 
game in this gym,” said Tanta-
squa senior guard Jack Rapose, 
who missed his junior season 
recovering from an ACL injury. 
“It’s a cool environment. When 
you’re standing on the court, it 
feels like the fans are right on 
top of you.”  

The Warriors leading scorer 
in the second meeting of the 
2023-24 regular season against 
the Woolies was sophomore 
forward Sam Pieczynski, who 
scored ten of his team-high 
13 points during the second 
half. Pieczynski, who came off  
the bench, didn’t play in the 
first meeting against Millbury, 
which was a 54-44 home loss 
on December 18.

Junior forward Elijah Webb 
scored eight of his 10 points be-
fore halftime and junior guard 
James Sciaraffa added nine 
points. 

Rapose chipped in with 
eight points, but his main re-
sponsibility was guarding 
Millbury senior Kenny Don-
nelly, who’s the leading scorer 
in SWCL-A. Donnelly scored 

Warriors gets past Millbury

See WARRIORS   I   PAGE 11

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—The basketball 
court is very similar to a biol-
ogy class or an algebra class 
for longtime Quabbin Regional 
boys’ varsity basketball coach 
Dennis Dextradeur. He and his 
assistant coaches have done a 
lot of teaching this winter.

The Panthers, who played 
last Tuesday night’s home game 
without a key starter, suffered a 
70-33 loss to Mid-Wach C rival 
Clinton.  

“Clinton is the best team in 
our league this year. We were 
hoping to catch them on an off  
night,” Dextradeur said. “We 
were also missing one of our 
starters, which made a big dif-
ference. He’s one of our leading 
scorers. This was a very good 
learning experience for the oth-
er players. I would’ve like to 
have ten timeouts instead of 
only five.” 

Quabbin junior Quinn 
Geary, who’s averaging 10.8 
points per game, didn’t play in 
the home game against Clinton 
(10-1, 8-0) because he was sick.

The Panthers (2-10, 0-8) be-
gan the regular season with vic-
tories against Murdock, (58-18 
at home), and at Narragansett 
Regional, (53-42) before losing 
their next ten games. 

“Our first two games of the 
regular season were against 

non-league opponents,” Dex-
tradeur said. “All of the teams 
in our league are having very 
good seasons. We’re the only 
team who’s going through the 
rebuilding process.”  

The Panthers lost the first 
meeting at Clinton by the final 
score of 66-41 on December 19.  

The only senior listed on the 
varsity roster is Nick Whitelaw, 
who didn’t score any points in 
the second meeting against the 
Gaels. His twin sister, Brianna, 
is a member of the Quabbin 
girls’ varsity basketball team.   

“Nick is our only senior and 

Young Panthers learning lessons this season

Kyle Clark (rockin the new doo) with a left-handed layup. TURLEY PHOTO BY RAY DUFFY

See PANTHERS   I   PAGE 11
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON—Colin Beaupre, who’s a three-sport 
athlete, is writing the final chapter of his brilliant ath-
letic career at Monson High School. He has been a 
member of the Mustangs boys varsity basketball team 
since the eighth grade.   

Beaupre, who’s one of the three seniors listed on 
the Mustangs varsity hoop roster, will have an oppor-
tunity to play in the Division 5 state tournament and 
most likely the Western Mass. Class D tournament in 
February. 

The Mustangs (10-4) clinched a berth in the state 
tournament following an 84-57 non-league victory 
over the Pathfinder Tech Pioneers before a large crowd 
at Michael J. Kane Gymnasium, last Friday night. 

“I was in the eighth grade the last time that we qual-
ified for the postseason tournament. We’ve had a cou-
ple of rough seasons since then,” said Beaupre, who 
scored 10 of his 13 points against the Pioneers during 
the first half. “I wouldn’t want to be a member of an-
other basketball team. We’re hoping to finish the regu-
lar season strong and we’re looking forward to playing 
in the postseason tournament.”  

Monson, who won their fourth consecutive game, 
were ranked 12th in the MIAA Division 5 state power 
rankings. They were also ranked fourth in the Western 
Mass. Class D. power rankings. The top eight teams 
in each of the four classes will qualify for the Western 
Mass. tournament.       

The Mustangs just missed qualifying for the state 
tournament a year ago, as they finished with an 8-12 
overall record.

“We put ourselves in a good position to make the 
postseason tournament last year, but we lost our last 
two games,” said Monson head coach Zac Dreher. 
“It does feel very good to clinch a berth in the state 
tournament, especially this early in the regular season. 
We’ll probably be playing in the Western Mass. tour-
nament as well.”   

Monson eighth grade guard Trey Dillahunt scored 
a game-high 24 points against Pathfinder Tech. Soph-
omore guard Jake Beaupre, who’s Colin’s younger 
brother, contributed with 21 points.

“Jake and I have been teammates on the varsity 
basketball team for the past three seasons,” said Colin 
Beaupre, who also plays soccer and baseball. “It’s al-
ways nice playing one on one against him at practice. 
I’ve taught him a lot and it has been a lot of fun being 
teammates with him.”   

Dillahunt and the Beaupre brothers combined to 
score 58 points against the Pioneers.

“We’re not a very big team, but our guards are very 
fast,” Dreher said. “Colin, Jake, and Trey are out-
standing athletes.”    

Senior forward Sebastian Nava and sophomore 
forward Austin Meacham just missed reaching double 
digits in the home victory, as they both scored eight 
points.

Rounding out the scoring column for the Mustangs 
were sophomore forward Shane Szado (6 points), 
freshman guard Kyle Beaudry (3 points), and senior 
guard Osvaldo Nieves (1 point).     

It was the first meeting on the hardwood between 
the two squads since Pathfinder squeaked out a 43-39 
home win in a non-playoff game two years ago. That 
victory gave Pathfinder Tech a berth in the inaugural 
Division 5 state tournament. They lost at Minuteman 
Regional in a preliminary round game. 

The Pioneers, who lost at Paulo Freire in the same 
round a year ago, had a 6-5 overall record following 
last Friday’s game. They were ranked 35th in the Divi-
sion 5 state power rankings and eighth in the Western 
Mass. Class C. rankings.

The top 32 teams automatically qualify for the state 
tournament, along with the other teams who finish the 
regular season with a .500 or better record.

Pathfinder Tech senior guard Hunter Griswold, 
who’s planning on playing football at Mass Maritime 
Academy next fall, moved from Palmer to Monson in 
the sixth grade. He scored a team-high 21 points in his 
first varsity basketball game at Michael J. Kane gym-
nasium.

“This is the first time that I’ve played a basketball 
game in this gym,” Griswold said. “I do know all the 
Monson players and it was a lot of fun playing against 
them tonight. I just wish that we could’ve won the 
game. They started red hot offensively and we could 
never catch up. I’m hoping that we can play them 

Pioneers suffer tough loss at Monson

again in the state tournament.” 
Senior forward Richie Gula, who’s from Palmer, 

scored 14 of his 17 points during the second half.
The other Pathfinder Tech players who live in Mon-

son are junior guard Seth Mitchell (6 points), senior 
forward Adam Slonka (4 points), and senior forward 
Luke Magnus (2 points).   

Monson, who raced out to an 8-0 lead in the first 
three minutes of the contest, held a 27-10 lead at the 
end of the opening quarter. 

“Monson is a very fast team, and they shot the ball 
very well tonight,” said Pathfinder head coach Zac 
Button, who’s father, Al, was an assistant girls’ bas-
ketball coach at Quaboag Regional under legendary 
head coach Dick Gowen during their glory years. “I 
wish that it was a closer game, but we should be play-
ing teams like Palmer and Monson more often. Every 
time that we lose a game, it’s an opportunity for us 
to get better. Our main goal is to qualify for both the 
Western Mass. and state tournaments.”     

The Mustangs also held a 17-point (43-26) halftime 
lead, and they outscored the Pioneers, 41-31, during 
the second half.

If the two boys’ basketball teams don’t face each 

other again in the Division 5 state tournament, Mon-
son is scheduled to make the short trip to Pathfinder 
Tech during the 2024-25 regular season. 

Hunter Griswold reaches out for the layup. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Seth Mitchell drives to the hoop.

Cayden Bousquet makes his way 
down the court.

Richie Gula looks for a shot. Adam Slonka tries to get a shot off.
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14 of his game-high 22 points during 
the second half, but the Warriors never 
trailed after the first quarter.    

“It was very difficult guarding him 
because he’s 6-foot-6 and shoots the 
ball over his head,” said Rapose, who’s 
an outstanding three-sport athlete. “I 
did everything that I could to try to stop 
him from scoring. This is a huge win for 
us, especially after losing at home to Au-
burn in double overtime.”      

Sophomore Jimmer Donnelly scored 
11 points for the home team.

While the Donnelly brothers com-
bined to score 33 points against Tanta-
squa, no other Millbury player scored 
more than six points. 

It’s a family affair for the Donnelly’s. 
Their father, Jim, is the Woolies head 
coach and he’s approaching his 400th 
career victory. 

The lead changed sides a couple of 
times during the first quarter.

Following a Webb 3-pointer from the 
left side and a Sciaraffa lay-up with ten 
seconds remaining in the opening quar-
ter, the Warriors entered the second 
stanza holding a slim 9-8 lead. 

At the start of the second quarter, 
a fastbreak lay-up by Jimmer Donnel-
ly gave the home team the lead for the 
final time.

Then Pieczynski and senior guard 
Colm McGrath (7 points) hit back-to-
back 3-pointers, which started a 17-5 
Tantasqua run.  

“After we took the lead early in the 
second quarter, we never trailed again,” 
Dion said. “We showed what we’re ca-
pable of doing when we have a common 
mission, and when we play well as a 
team.”

Late in the first half, Rapose was 
fouled while making an inside hoop. He 
made the bonus free throw completing 
the old fashion three point play. Mc-
Grath knocked down another 3-pointer 
from the left corner, which pushed the 
Warriors lead into double digits (26-15) 
for the first time. 

Tantasqua, who made five 3-pointers 
in the first half, continued playing well 
at the start of the second half, as they 
outscored Millbury, 10-6, during the 
first five minutes of the third quarter. 

Pieczynski made a pair of lay-ups 
and an inside hoop during that stretch 
giving the Warriors a 36-23 advantage.

The Woolies responded with a 10-2 
run closing the gap to 38-33 with a lit-
tle more than a minute remaining in the 
third quarter.

A put-back hoop by junior forward 

Noah Wotton, which was his only field 
goal of the game, and a Pieczynski base-
line jumper pushed the Warriors lead to 
42-33 entering the final eight minutes of 
the contest.

With 5:40 left in regulation, Rapose 
made a jumper in the lane giving the vis-
itors a 48-36 lead.

The Woolies cut the deficit down to 
four points a couple of times, but Sciar-
affa sealed the Warriors victory by mak-
ing a pair of free throws with 11 seconds 
on the scoreboard clock.

Tantasqua and Millbury play in 
different Divisions in the state tourna-
ment, but they could possibly meet for a 
third time this winter at the Clark Tour-
nament, which is scheduled to be held 
during the February school vacation 
week. 
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he’s been a very good team leader. He 
understands that we’re in a rebuilding 
year,” Dextradeur said. “Everyone else 
on the varsity basketball team will be re-
turning. The j.v. team will also be stay-
ing the same.” 

Geary is one of the six juniors listed 
on the Panthers varsity basketball ros-
ter.

Junior guard Bryce Venne, who re-
placed Geary, made his first start in 
a varsity game. He scored one point, 
which was a made free throw during the 
second quarter.

The other four Panthers juniors 
are Luke Salvadore (2 points), Jaxon 
Warburton (4 points), Zeke Santoro (5 
points), and Kyle Clark, who scored a 
team-leading 12 points. He also pulled 
down eight rebounds and blocked a 
shot.  

Rounding out the varsity squad are 
sophomore Anthony Quarterone (6 
points), freshman Jacoby Dilling (3 
points), and eighth grader Brady Patch-
en.

Quarterone, who started the sea-
son as a member of the junior varsity 
team, played in his second varsity game 
against Clinton.  

The two things that Dextradeur 
wasn’t very pleased about in the Clinton 
game was his team’s free throw shooting 
and the turnovers.

The Panthers only made five of their 

18 shots from the free throw line. 
“We always tell the players that go-

ing to the free throw line is free offense,” 
Dextradeur said. “We shot very poor-
ly from the free throw line in tonight’s 
game.”    

The Panthers made a total of 27 
turnovers leading to 35 points. 

Most of the Panther’s turnovers 
came in the first quarter.

Clinton scored the first 21 points of 
the contest before Santoro was fouled 
while making a lay-up in the final sec-
onds of the opening quarter. He also 
made the bonus free throw completing 
the three point play.   

The Panthers scored 12 points in the 
second quarter, but they were trailing 
38-15 at halftime.

The home team wouldn’t get any 
closer than that during the second half.

Senior’s Axel Ramos and Cam Grady 
led the Gaels with 12 points apiece. 

Clinton’s other two double figure 
scorers were senior Abdiel Zapata (11 
points) and junior Christian Green (10 
points).

 “We just need to play the game in 
slow motion, which didn’t happen to-
night,” Dextradeur said. “I just hope 
our fans understand that we’re in the 
developing stage. We’re teaching the 
fundamentals and are hoping to win a 
couple of games before the end of the 
season.”  

PANTHERS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Luke Salvadore put up a jump shot. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY

Zeke Santoto with a buzzer beater (and gets fouled) putting Quabbin on 
the scoreboard before the end of the first quarter.

Bryce Venne leaps over the defenders with a jump shot. Anthony Quarterone takes it to the hoop.
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a master blacksmith (a skill he learned 
at OSV) and owns Resurrection Iron 
Works.

At the Historical Society’s Jan. 18 
meeting at the Publick House, Beall and 
Heidemann brought items from the mu-
seum’s clothing collection.

“This really is a subject that is near 
and dear to our hearts,” Beall said. 

Heidemann said “Needle & Thread” 
is the first book published by OSV in de-
cades, and it has bolstered the reemer-
gence of the museum’s textile and cloth-
ing program. 

Sewing, mending and laundering
Along with their colleagues at the 

museum, Beall and Heidemann focused 
on who was making the clothing and 
mending it; bringing attention to wom-
en and their sewing and needle skills. 

Diaries and account books gave a 
deeper look into these skilled sewers, 
with diaries mentioning sewing, knit-
ting, mending and laundry regularly. 

“Certainly, the women in the house-
hold were working a lot,” Beall said, 
adding that it was “rare to find a day 
that goes by without a textile focus.”

A young child named Lucy logged in 
her diary, pondering how long it would 
take to stitch a coat for someone as tall 
as her father, and lamenting at the hours 
and hours of labor it would take. 

Beall said families were larger in the 
1830s and girls would learn how to use 
a needle around 3-5 years old, usually 
starting with dishtowels. 

“Everyone wore layers,” Beall said, 
including petticoats, stays, corsets, sea-
sonal garments, cloaks and shawls. 
“There were a fair number of textiles 
that needed to be mended and main-
tained.”

Unlike our modern, disposable soci-

ety, clothing in the 1830s was made to 
last for years, and was often remade to 
keep up with fashion trends.

Beall said a lot of advice books of 
the day also talked about laundering 
and washing clothes. Some books also 
contained clothing patterns. 

Beal said the people also used exter-
nal sources for providing clothing for 
themselves and their families, includ-
ing seeking out professionals that had 
exceptional sewing skills. Readymade 
clothing also began to emerge in the 
19th century in more urban areas.

The exhibit
After the HVAC system failed in one 

of the museum’s buildings and it had to 
be emptied for repairs; it created a blank 

Rebecca Beall, left, and Derek Heidemann of Old Sturbridge Village, presented a program on textiles at Stur-
bridge Historical Society’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 18. TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
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canvas to display these textiles in a new 
space.

“It really led us to develop the exhib-
it,” Beall said, inspiring a new empha-
sis on the garments people would have 
worn in the time period.

It also led to the creation of textile 
workshops, including a “Dress in a 
Day” workshop, where participants cre-
ated a wearable garment in one day. 

The exhibit opened in 2022 and 
will change periodically to display the 
roughly 6,500 textile items in the muse-
um’s collection.

‘Needle & Thread’
Heidemann said the museum had 

been looking for ways to give the public 
more access to the textile collection, and 

getting back into publishing could help 
with that.

“We wanted to tell a deeper story,” he 
said.

Featured in the book are several 
items of clothing that the museum has 
provenance on, including a red “skel-
eton suit” worn by Tristan Little of 
Hampstead, New Hampshire. Made 
of wool, this suit shows signs of having 
been patched and mended many times. 

The sleeves of the suit are also dif-
ferent lengths, which suggests it was in 
the process of being let out or taken in, 
when it was retired. 

Although not featured in the book, 
Beall and Heidemann brought a coat 
tailored for 3-day-old infant William 
Henry Skerry of North Brookfield. The 
coat was made for him by a relative, and 
comes paired with a striped faux vest. 

The book can be purchased at the 
museum’s gift shop or online at shop.
osv.org. 

Upcoming events
The Sturbridge Historical Society 

will continue its monthly meetings and 
programs through the spring. All pro-
grams begin at 7 p.m. and are generous-
ly hosted by the Publick House.

Upcoming events include: Feb. 22, 
Stone Walls of Sturbridge by Rich Par-
adise, Sturbridge Trails Committee; 
March 28, Pistol Pond and the Manu-
facture of Underhammer Guns in Stur-
bridge by Robert S. Arnold, Charles 
Blanchard and Doug Quigley; April 25, 
Sturbridge in the Civil War by Wally 
Hersee; and May 23, World War II at 
the Publick House by Wally Hersee.

A walking tour of the Sturbridge 
Common will be led by Sandra Gib-
son-Quigley on June 8 at 9 a.m. 

The usual suspects were there and 
ready to serve the needs of local shop-
pers and anyone else who might make 
the trek.

In the middle of the room, were ta-
bles laden with a plethora of vegetables 
that are not always seen in the depths of 
winter. How can this be?

Well, there is a reasonable explana-
tion and Halley Stillman of Still Life 
farm was there to tell it.

Halley and her husband, Curtis 
and their four-year-old son, Kip run 
Still Life Farm in Hardwick. They are 
part of an extended farm family that 
includes her in-law’s Stillman Farm in 
New Braintree and Stillman Quality 
Meats also in Hardwick run by sister-in-
law Kate.

Now, as to that abovementioned va-
riety of produce.

Obviously, just planting seeds out in 
bare ground as the colder temperatures 
arrive is not viable, but that does not 
mean farming has to stop.

Still Life Farm has three high tun-
nels and an unheated greenhouse. Such 
structures facilitate season extension. 

Cold hearty varieties are planted, 
and they can be harvested overwinter. 
Among the veggies suitable for such 
treatment are Bok Choi, Kale, Swiss 
Chard, Spinach, Red Mustard as well as 
a salad mix. 

For other items, storage is necessary, 
and the storage facility is an occasional-
ly heated shed. 

For some produce, refrigerators are 
necessary. All of this to keep the veggies 
and fruits in an acceptable temperature 
range.

Popcorn on the cob, being dry, did 
not need much in the way of special 
storage. However, apples, root veggies 

such as onions and potatoes would, as 
well as Winter Squash and Sweet Pota-
toes.

Just looking at all the produce that 
adorned the tables could only bring one 
conclusion: farming is real work.

In just a few months Still Life will 
again be ramping up for the growing 
season and then, Halley and Curt will 
organize their lives around growing as 
much as they can and serving farmers 
markets and their CSA customers. 

CSA stands for Community Sup-
ported Agriculture. CSA is a system 
where shareholders within a community 
share the benefits and risks of food pro-
duction.

The only people who would do this 
are those for whom it is a labor of love, 

and that was something Halley spoke to. 
She “loves being part of a community” 
and is “committed to the importance of 
a sustainable food system.”

A little more than a year ago, outside 
interests tried to buy a lovely old farm 
and turn it into a center of Thorough-
bred horseracing in Hardwick. A town 
referendum would put a stop to the at-
tempt.

Halley and family were part of the 
campaign to save local farmland. She 
would write eloquently in defense of 
local agriculture and what she penned 
is still up at the Mass Farmers Market 
website.

To read it is to know why Stillman 
family farms.

Halley Stillman of Still Life Farm in Hardwick is a vendor at West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market. TURLEY 
PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY
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STOW – A joint investigation into a 
series of explosions last year has led to 
charges against two men for possessing 
and/or using destructive devices, ac-
cording to a press release from the De-
partment of Fire Services. 

The suspects were identified in the 
course of an investigation by the Mon-
son Police Department, Brookfield 
Police Department, Holland Police 
Department, Sturbridge Police Depart-
ment, and State Police Fire & Explo-
sion Investigation Unit assigned to the 
State Fire Marshal’s office.

Nathan Asselin 19, of Sturbridge 
and Camron Lamarche, 19, of South-
bridge were arrested Jan. 24 on war-
rants charging them with four counts of 
possession of a destructive device, plac-
ing an explosive device, vandalism, and 
other offenses. The joint investigation 
stems from explosions in mailboxes and 
other outdoor sites in the area of Town 
Farm Road in Brookfield, Sturbridge 
Road in Holland, Boston Road East 
in Monson, and New Boston Road in 
Sturbridge in late December 2023.

Asselin and Lamarche were expect-
ed to be arraigned in Dudley District 
Court the day of the arrest.

Two men 
charged in 
connection with 
destructive 
devices
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er Boragine said of her parents’ store, 
where she spent much of her time grow-
ing up. 

Heller Boragine said she had wanted 
the store to become a co-op for some 
time, and with her parents preparing for 
their retirement, now is the right time.

“I’m really excited that it’s finally 
happening,” she said.

Board member Barbara Mardero-
sian said she has been shopping at Tip-
Top for some time, and one thing each 
person in the room had in common was 
their support for local business. 

She listed things about the store that 
are important to shoppers, including 
the environment, people, healthy and 
affordable food, natural and organic 
products and more.

Discussion about shifting the store 
to a co-op started last summer with the 
steering committee hosting some out-
reach events to gather support for the 
change.

“At this point, we are ready to start 
officially filing paperwork,” board mem-
ber Marianna Kleyman said. 

The first step, she said, will be to 
come up with a name for the co-op, 
which will allow the board to file and 
get a tax identification number. 

The co-op will be membership driv-
en, with volunteers as well as paid staff. 

“We’re going to be doing it on our 
own with all of your help,” Treasurer 
Connie Martel said. 

Heller Boragine said there are nu-
merous resources for food cooperatives 

in New England in terms of funding.
“We have lots of support, but we’re 

going to need your support, too,” she 
said. 

The biggest support will be creating a 
network of volunteers to give their time 
to help check products for pricing and 
expiration dates, cleaning shelves with 
a damp cloth, making lists of items to 
reorder and more. Volunteers need to be 
18 and over. 

Board member Molly Jackson said 
they will start gathering volunteers 
through an application process. Vol-
unteers will earn tokens for every shift 
worked, which can be spent to earn 
5-10% off their purchase.

A jar will be placed at the register 
where volunteers can donate their to-
kens for others to use, including those 
with low or fixed incomes. The tokens 
do not expire. 

Volunteers do not need to be mem-
bers of the co-op, nor are members re-
quired to volunteer. 

Heller Boragine said the store will 
continue to be open throughout this 
process.

After the co-op board decides on an 
official name for filing, the committee 
will file articles of organization with the 
commonwealth and develop a business 
plan. By summer of 2024, the commit-
tee hopes to transfer and run the busi-
ness, write grant applications and initi-
ate membership to support the co-op. 

For more information, visit www.tip-
toponline.us.
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During the weeks of Jan. 15-28, the 
East Brookfield Police Department re-
sponded to 421 building/property checks, 
155 directed area patrols, four traffic 
controls, 29 radar assignments, 14 emer-
gency 911 calls, three complaints, one ha-
rassment, five citizen assists, four assist 
other agencies, three safety hazards, two 
investigations, one animal call, six mo-
tor vehicle accidents, two scams and 78 
motor vehicle stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Monday, Jan. 15
6:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Vehicle Towed
7:31 a.m. Investigation, Unknown 

Location, Investigated
8:32 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
6:55 p.m. Investigation, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered

Tuesday, Jan. 16
12:42 a.m. Safety Hazard, Route 49, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency
11:06 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

5:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 
Adams, Road, Vehicle Towed

8:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Blaine 
Avenue, Vehicle Towed

Wednesday, Jan. 17
5:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
7:01 a.m. 911 Misdial, Dunn Brook 

Road, No Action Required
8:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
3:53 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 

of Town, Officer Handled
4:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued

4:48 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Maple Street, Transported to Hospital

5:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Steet, Citation Issued

5:21 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
High Rock Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

Thursday, Jan. 18
8:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
2:23 p.m. 911 Misdial, Baker Hill 

Road, Spoken To
5:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-

rington Street, Citation Issued
9:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
10:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued

Friday, Jan. 19
6:08 a.m. Fire Alarm, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
7:57 a.m. Fire Alarm, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
9:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Street, Vehicle Towed
10:26 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

9:38 p.m. Scam, Connie Mack Drive, 
Spoken To

Saturday, Jan. 20
2:54 a.m. Assist Citizen, Baker Hill 

Road, Services Rendered
8:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-

dunk Road, Citation Issued
9:43 a.m. Mutual Aid Ambulance, 

Out of Town, Call Canceled
4:38 p.m. Disabled Motor Vehicle, 

West Main Street, Vehicle Towed
4:41 p.m. Safety Hazard, Area Roads, 

Dispatch Handled
4:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
5:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-

dunk Road, Citation Issued
7:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-

dunk Road, Citation Issued

Monday, Jan. 22
8:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Arrest(s) Made
2:57 p.m. Assist Other Agency, West 

Main Street, Services Rendered
4:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
5:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
5:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
9:12 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Terry Lane, Transported to Hospital
10:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued

Tuesday, Jan. 23
12:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
2:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Street, Citation Issued
5:04 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
10:30 a.m. Assist Citizen, East Main 

Street, Dispatch Handled
10:46 a.m. Harassment, Out of 

Town, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
8:12 p.m. Safety Hazard, East Main 

Street, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Jan. 24
12:17 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, Shore Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

8:18 a.m. Medical Alarm, North 
Brookfield Road, Services Rendered

9:47 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Con-
nie Mack Drive, Officer Handled

1:26 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Po-
dunk Road, Dispatch Handled

3:55 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-
dent, East Main Street Report Taken

Thursday, Jan. 25
10:23 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, East Main Street, Services 
Rendered

2:28 p.m. 911 Misdial, Howe Street, 
Negative Contact

3:09 p.m. Medical Emergency, High 
Rock Road, Services Rendered

Friday, Jan. 26
3:57 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Written Warning
2:10 p.m. Assist Citizen, Baker Hill 

Road, Services Rendered
4:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:36 p.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Officer Handled
4:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
7:40 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, East Main Steet, Could 
Not Locate

7:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-
dunk Road, Citation Issued

8:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

9:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 
49, Citation Issued

10:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Route 49, Citation Issued

10:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 
East Main Street, Report Taken

Saturday, Jan. 27
12:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
1:35 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Lashaway Drive, Transported to Hos-
pital

8:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 
49, Citation Issued

Sunday, Jan. 28
12:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
11:38 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, Adams Road, Vehicle Towed
12:44 p.m. Scam, East Main Street, 

Officer Handled
1:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Howe Street, Vehicle Towed

East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of 
Jan. 22-29, the Hard-
wick/New Braintree Po-
lice Department respond-
ed to 18 building/property 
checks, 26 directed/area 
patrols, two traffic con-
trols, three radar assign-
ments, one investigation, 
one motor vehicle acci-
dent, five emergency 911 
calls, three animal calls 
and one motor vehicle 
stop in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, Jan. 22
10:27 a.m. 911 Medi-

cal Emergency, Worces-
ter Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, Jan. 24
11 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Memorial 
Drive, Spoken To

4:07 p.m. 911 Animal 
Call, Utley Road, Taken/
Referred to Other Agen-
cy

Thursday, Jan. 25
12:51 p.m. 911 Misdi-

al, Memorial Drive, Dis-
patch Handled

3:33 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Oakham 
Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Friday, Jan. 26
3:52 p.m. Motor Ve-

hicle Stop, Barre Road, 
Citation Issued

5:13 p.m. Investiga-
tion, McKay Road, In-
vestigated

Sunday, Jan. 28
2:42 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Hardwick 
Road, Transported to 
Hospital

11:04 p.m. Motor 
Vehicle Accident, Barr 
Road, Vehicle Towed

New Braintree Police Log

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HEAVY QUILTED MOVING blan-
kets. 413-238-5966.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
3X SNOWBLOWER for 42” Cub 
Cadet Tractor includes chains, rear 
weights, and usage books. Used two 
times. Paid $1680. 413-238-5966.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

PAINTING
RETIRED GUY

Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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TOWN OF NEW BRAINTREE 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 
Highway Secretary • Part-Time

The Town of New Braintree Highway Department is seeking a part-time Secretary 
for five (5) hours per week during business hours. High school education: associate 
degree preferred. Minimum 3 to 5 years of responsible administrative work 
experience. Ability to maintain detailed statistics and records. Proficiency needed 
in computer applications. Knowledge of Chapter 90 procedures is suggested. 
Hourly rate of $20/hour with no benefits. If interested, please mail a resume by 
7th February 2024 4:00 p.m. to Select Board, Town Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, New 
Braintree, MA 01531or by email to: selectboard@newbraintree.org.  

Executive Secretary to the Select Board
The Town of New Braintree is seeking an Executive Secretary to the Select Board. 
This position would be full-time, up to 32 hours per week with some evening hours 
required several times per month. An Associate’s degree in business administration 
or related field, 3 to 5 years of experience in municipal government and/or strong 
administrative position or an equivalent combination of education and experience. 
Salary and benefits are conditional on experience. If interested, please mail a 
resume by 7th February 2024 4:00 p.m. to Select Board, Town Hall, 20 Memorial 
Drive, New Braintree, MA 01531or by email to: selectboard@newbraintree.org.  

The Town of New Braintree is an equal opportunity employer.

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS   ❙   SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BEAUTIFUL RED FLAT COATED 
six month old female mini golden doo-
dle. Looks like small retriever without 
the shedding. Loves people, loves to 
play. All vaccines up to date. $350 to 
a loving family. Call Kelsey 413-218-
1294.

ASSISTANT TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalm-
er.com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover 
letter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT to assist with opera-
tions and office management duties.  
For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org or 
email dgugliotti@norcrosswild-
life.org. 

FOR RENT
$925 LUDLOW. Quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open  kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PETSSERVICES REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
Pursuant to Massachusetts 

General  Laws,  Chapter 
30A, 18-25, as amend-
ed by Chapter 28 of the 
Acts of 2009, The Wetlands 
Protection Act, the West 
Brookfield Conservation 
Commiss ion  wi l l  ho ld 
a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n 
WEDNESDAY February 7, 
2024 at 6:00 pm in the first 
floor meeting room, West 
Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East 
Main Street.

6:10 PM- Public Hearing:

• RDA- 15 Lake Shore 
Drive ext – Gary Pabis – Tree 
removal
02/02/2024

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH MEETING

Notice is hereby given 
by Green Gold Group that 
a  Community Outreach 
Meeting for a proposed 
Marijuana Establishment 
is scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 20, 2024 at 5:00 
PM at 55 School Street, 
North Brookfield,  MA 
01535 (NB Police Station). 
The  proposed  Medica l 
Marijuana Cultivation and 

Manufacturing Establishment 
is anticipated to be located 
at 60 Prospect Street, North 
Brookfield, MA 01535. This 
meeting is being held in order 
to open a Medical Marijuana 
retail establishment in Palmer, 
MA. There will be no change, 
increase, or other effect 
on GGG’s existing North 
Brookfield operations. There 
will be an opportunity for the 
public to ask questions.This 
meeting is being held due to 
a clerical error in scheduling 
the original meeting adver-
tised for 1/29/24, not for a 
separate project.
02/02/2024

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

- legal notices -

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Become less intense
  6. Variety of pear
 10. Religion native to 

China
 14. Type of tooth
 15. Fitted out
 17. Make every effort
 19. Autonomic nervous 

system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate name
 22. River in France and 

Belgium
 23. Miami’s mascot 

is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cognizant of 

reality
 29. Broad volcanic crater
 31. Canadian surname
 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous Greek 

mythological prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune response
 38. Feline
 39. High opinion of one’s 

own appearance
 40. Thin strip to align 

parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted American 

spy
 45. Breathe noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, architect
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Dutch and German 

surname
 59. Square measures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade someone

CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes (abbr.)
  4. Principle underlying 

the universe
  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible fruits

  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships dock 

(abbr.)
  9. Evergreen tropical 

tree
 10. Reality TV star 

Richards
 11. Nonflowering aquatic 

plant
 12. Stakes
 13. Antidiuretic hormone
 16. Make warm again
 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist group
 24. Kids love him
 25. Naturally occurring 

solid
 27. German surname 

meaning “man from 
Saxony”

 28. Popular cuisine
 29. Partner to cheese
 30. Type of horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 35. Most shrewd

 36. It may be for 
shopping

 37. Midway between 
south and southeast

 39. A stock of foods
 42. The bindings of 

books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, 

songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Clare Booth __, 

American writer
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Popular type of bread
 51. Transfers of money 

(abbr.)
 52. Association of 

engineering 
professionals

 53. Young women’s 
association

 54. City
 55. Niger-Congo branch 

of languages
 56. Pointed end of a pen

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. James 
P. McGovern and Rep. Ayanna Pressley 
alongside Sen. Richard Blumenthal an-
nounced that they are reintroducing the 
Wigs as Durable Medical Equipment 
Act. 

This legislation would help individ-
uals affected by alopecia and patients 
with cancer who are undergoing chemo-
therapy.

Many private insurance plans cover 
wigs for those undergoing treatments 
that cause hair loss or who are affected 
by alopecia areata. This bill would allow 
cranial prosthetics (wigs) to be covered 
under the Medicare program.

For both McGovern and Pressley, the 
issue is deeply personal. In 2019, Press-
ley revealed in a video that she had been 
diagnosed with alopecia universalis, an 
auto-immune disease which attacks the 
hair follicles. 

Since then, Pressley has championed 

policies in Congress that support and 
express solidarity with the nearly 7 mil-
lion Americans living with alopecia. In 
a 2021 interview with Vanity Fair, Mc-
Govern revealed that his thinking on 
this issue has been impacted by a cancer 
diagnosis in his own family.

With no known cause or cure, alo-
pecia areata is an autoimmune skin dis-
ease affecting approximately 6.9 million 
Americans. The disease disproportion-
ately affects children and Black Amer-
icans, particularly Black women. 

Many individuals affected by Alope-
cia Areata utilize wigs as there are cur-
rently few effective treatment options. 

Unfortunately, these prosthetics can 
come with a significant out-of-pock-
et cost from $100 to several thousand 
dollars for individuals with low or fixed 
incomes. This is especially burdensome 
for children, who often want cranial 
prosthetics for attending school.

Bill to allow Medicare coverage 
for medical wigs

DUDLEY – Nichols College an-
nounces Dean’s List honors during the 
fall 2023 semester.

Local students making Dean’s List 
are Olivia Charette and Logan Talbot, 
both of North Brookfield. In order to 

be included on the Dean’s list, a student 
must have a minimum average of 3.5 for 
at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours 
and must have received no grades below 
B- during the semester.

Nichols College lists Dean’s List students
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SEE OUR STORE ON AMAZON!
BILL’S BEST DEALS!!!
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
SLEDS, TOBOGGANS & TUBES! 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
DAILY DEALS!!!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

West Brookfield Ranch - $315,000
3 bedroom, 1 bath Ranch on 
1.12 acre lot in West Brookfield. 
Located walking distance to the 
center of town to enjoy the sum-
mer concerts and weekly farmer 
markets. This would be a fantastic 
starter home or for someone look-
ing to downsize. Laundry and workshop in basement. The one 
car garage under the home has a Modine heater. This home 
is in move-in condition and just waiting for you to call it home!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING - $419,900
69 BLUE BELL ROAD, WORCESTER, MA 

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3,  11 - 1 
Easy one level living in this charming 
Ranch located in the Burncoat area 
of Worcester. Kitchen offers granite 
counter tops with brand new 
appliances. Fireplace in living room 
with large bay window that lets in 
plenty of natural sunlight. Dining 
area is perfect for entertaining. 
Great four season room offers additional living area with numerous possibilities 
and leads to a back deck overlooking a spacious back yard with mature 
plantings. Recent updates include refinished floors and fresh paint. Attached 
carport provides additional storage. Quick close possible. This will not last!

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

4-DAY 
BOOTHBAY 

HARBOR VACATION
 June 11-14, 2024

Call now – Availability Limited!

March 16 .... Frozen at P.P.A.C. ............................... $130
May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

health wellness
NETWORK

DEADL INE

January 31, 2024
PUBL ICAT ION DATE

February 21, 2024

TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN 
12 TURLEY NEWSPAPERS

THE REGISTER • COUNTRY JOURNAL  
THE CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 

WARE RIVER NEWS • BARRE GAZETTE 
THE BELCHERTOWN SENTINEL

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
THE SUN  •  TOWN REMINDER

QUABOAG CURRENT

Local Health 
Professionals

AN ANNUAL SOURCE OFAN ANNUAL SOURCE OF

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

NEW FORMAT

MAGAZINE SIZE

Football fan favorites
Level up your football feast with 
some crowd-pleasing favorites.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order at FarmerMatt.com or 
508-980-7085.

Pre-order online and pick up at the farm 
in time for playoff excitement.

Farmer Matt now open Wednesdays 11a-7p

PUBL ICAT ION DATE 

February 14, 2023

THE ROAD TO

T O  B E  I N C L U D E D  I N  1 2  T U R L E Y  N E W S P A P E R S

THE REGISTER   ❙   BARRE GAZETTE    ❙   CHICOPEE REGISTER   ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE SUN   ❙   WARE RIVER NEWS   ❙   THE SENTINEL  ❙   COUNTRY JOURNAL   ❙   QUABOAG CURRENT

TOWN REMINDER   ❙   WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES   ❙    AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS

Tax Laws • Retirement Planning • Lawyers • Financial Advisors 
Debt Management • Banking • Insurance • Funeral Pre-Planning 

Estate Planning • Social Security • Medicare • BudgetingFEBRUARY 2024
A SPECIAL
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

STURBRIDGE
Tickets available
for Irish Feast p6

WEST BROOKFIELD
Town receives Green 
Communities grant p7

WARREN
Craft Fair is 
Feb. 10  p2


