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W Brookfield 
held STM, 
each article 
passed
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Town of West Brook-
field held a special town 
meeting at the elementary 
school last Tuesday. 

There were eight articles 
voted on, including appro-
priations, transfer of funds, 
and an article relating to 
funding repairs of the town 
hall.

Article 1
Article 1 asked voters to 

approve supplemental ap-
propriations to fund town 
departments or projects. 
The warrant said these funds 
were previously approved at 
a past town meeting. 

The amount of money 
to be transferred was about 
$180,000, with recommen-
dations for approval from 
the Select Board and Advi-
sory Committee. The article 
passed.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The School Committee 
held a special meeting to re-
view proposed tuition agree-
ments from the Quaboag Re-
gional and Quabbin Regional 
school districts for the town’s 
middle and high school stu-

dents.
At the Feb. 4 meeting, 

School Committee member 
and chair of the Tuition Task 
Force, Matt Grant, said the 
purpose of the meeting was 
to have an open discussion 
about the future of the North 
Brookfield Public Schools.

“We do have a lot to 
be proud of here at North 
Brookfield,” Grant said. “But 

we do also have to acknowl-
edge that there are real chal-
lenges that we face with our 
size, particularly in terms of 
limited programming and the 
state funding formulas that 
work against districts with 
low enrollment and a high 
choice-out rate.”

Grant said the School 
Committee is responsible for 
offering a high-quality pub-

lic education that meets the 
needs of all students.

“We deeply care about our 
students and their future,” he 
said. “I am very hopeful that 
we can all come together as 
a community to make a de-
cision that is fiscally respon-
sible to taxpayers and also 
supports the needs of all stu-
dents in town.”

Grant said while ideally, 

the town would continue to 
have a “thriving K-12 district 
in town,” it is not unusual 
for small towns to not have a 
middle/high school. He said 
currently, there are over 200 
North Brookfield students 
attending schools out of dis-
trict.

Grant said the two pro-
posals were analyzed inde-
pendently by David Verdoli-

no, a 40-year Certified Public 
Accountant with 25 years ex-
perience as a school business 
administrator. 

“It’s an analysis,” Verdoli-
no said. “There won’t be con-
clusions, and there won’t be a 
recommendation from me as 
part of this analysis.”

Tuition proposals from Quaboag and Quabbin analyzed

Winter continues, and so does the Winter Farmers Market
By Richard Murphy

Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– By Feb. 6, most of the 
digging out had taken 
place and it was time for 
the West Brookfield Winter 
Farmers Market at 3 p.m. 
in the First Congregational 
Church. 

At a table, Terry Hall 
of the church, was display-

ing the lovely quilt made 
by Mary Deotte, a church 
member and officer. The 
lady makes one every year. 
The quilt is on raffle and 
will be drawn on Dec. 6, 
which conveniently is the 
next White Christmas in 
West Brookfield.

Tickets are only $5 
or three for $10 to win a 
beautiful quilt “made with 
love.”

Many regular vendors 
were arrayed on the sides 
of the hall, but it was time 
to put a couple of them 
under the figurative mi-
croscope. They are Blair 
House Blooms and Kelly 
Homestead Apiary.

Blair House Blooms
Walking straight in the 

hall, on the right is Robyn 
Scott who has been at this 
spot for years now. Robyn, 

whose operation is Blair 
House Blooms, of 50 West 
Main St. in West Brook-
field, is well known for tu-
lips, and this day, on her 
table, they were there in 
profusion with a wide vari-
ety of colors.

Robyn knows the tulip 
business as she has studied 

Terry Hall displayed a blue onion pattern quilt being raffled by the First 
Congregational Church at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
Robyn Scott and her Blair House Blooms.

Dinner fundraiser held to 
support Hearts for Heat

C4R promotes 
conservation, 
stewardship and 
enjoyment of rivers

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, 

Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed 
Council 

Guest Contributor

wa·ter·shed ‘wôder SHed, 
‘wäder Shed noun

noun: watershed; plural 
noun: watersheds

1. an area or ridge of land 
that separates waters flowing 
to different rivers, basins, or 
seas.

• an area or region drained 
by a river, river system, or 
other body of water.

2. 2. an event or period 
marking a turning point in a 
course of action or state of 
affairs.

“these works mark a wa-
tershed in the history of mu-
sic”

Editor’s Note: This is the 
first part in a multi-part se-
ries about the Chicopee 4Riv-
ers Watershed Council.

Just over a decade ago, 
a small group of people be-
gan to renew an idea: the 
Chicopee Watershed and its 

tributaries should be better 
known and appreciated by 
local residents and even peo-
ple beyond. 

It was a watershed mo-
ment, meaning what hap-
pened could tip in one of 
two directions: either people 
engaged or did not. Fortu-
nately enough people  be-
came involved.

The name of the idea 
was the Chicopee 4Rivers 
Watershed Council because 
four rivers made up the wa-
tershed.

It was a slow but posi-
tive start, initial goals and 
actions were modest. C4R 
sponsored river area clean 
ups, fun paddles, and a mod-
est six site sampling program 
on two rivers. 

By 2017 C4R had ex-
panded to 10 sites on all four 

‘A Watershed Moment’

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The 18th annual North 
Brookfield Hearts for Heat 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
took place on Jan. 31. 

The dinner was held at 
the North Brookfield Ele-
mentary School cafeteria 
and was done to help provide 
emergency fuel assistance for 
qualified North Brookfield 
residents. All the donations 
and funds raised will be used 
to meet the home heating 

needs of residents affected by 
a fixed income, COVID, job 
loss, injury, or illness. 

Sue Lewandowski is the 
founder, president, and sec-
retary of North Brookfield 
Hearts for Heat and shared 
that this cause is made possi-
ble thanks to a helpful com-
munity. Though they missed 
one year of hosting a supper 
due to the pandemic, North 
Brookfield Hearts for Heat 
came back even stronger and 
has now reached its 18th year 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Jack McClintock was on soda and coffee duty during the Hearts for Heat Spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser.

A dream come true
Students performed 
‘Legally Blonde the 
Musical’ at Quaboag

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Quabo-
ag Regional Middle High 
School’s Theater Program 
put on another amazing 

show to kick off 2026 by 
presenting “Legally Blonde 
the Musical”. 

The show is based 
around the energetic char-
acter of Elle Woods, who 
follows her old boyfriend 
to Harvard Law School 
to win him back, but soon 
discovers her self-worth, 
passion for law, and finds 
herself defending a fitness 
instructor during a murder 

trial. 
Serving as the Direc-

tor and Music Director 
of the show was Quabo-
ag Music Teacher, James 
Joinville. The Assistant 
Director and coordinator 
of costumes was Christine 
Taylor, and the show was 
choreographed by Bethany 

URLEY PHOTO  BY RYAN DRAGO
Madison Schreier performed as Elle Woods, the lead character in “Legally Blonde the Musical”. This was Schreier’s 
final show at Quaboag Regional High School as she will be graduating this spring. 
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NEW 
PROGRAMS
Spring 2026

Select Teams 
Boys & Girls 
8th-Varsity 

(12th)

Little Ballers 
Grades K-3
Please email 
signups after 
AAU tryouts

Team Mass Boys & Girls
AAU Basketball Tryouts
Serving Central & Western MA 

for over 25 years!
Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)
AAU membership needed $28 
(purchase on our website, well pull them)

Tryout # 1: Saturday, February 21, 2026
Location: Tantasqua Jr High School 
(320 Brookfield Rd., Fiskdale, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
• Boys Grades 7th & 8th  9:45 a.m. - 11 a.m.
• Boys Grades 9th-12th  11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school** 
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 7th-8th  1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
• Girls Grades 9th-12th  2:45 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Tryout # 2:  Sunday March 1, 2026 
Location: Oxford High School 
(100 Carbuncle Dr., Oxford, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
• Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th  5:45- 7 p.m.
• Boys and Girls Grades 9th-12th  7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school**

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com or call 413-539-1548

AAU affiliated club for over 25 years!

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Select Board appointed police dispatcher
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Police 
Chief Earl Dessert present-
ed Megan Saucier to the Se-
lect Board for appointment 
to the position of full-time 
dispatcher with the Police 
Department.

Dessert said Saucier 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
business management and 
brings valuable experience 
from her previous employ-
er where she was responsi-
ble for managing sensitive 
information, coordinating 
complex schedules and han-
dling high volumes of calls 
in a fast-paced environ-
ment.

“This experience has 
strengthened her ability to 
listen carefully, communi-
cate effectively and remain 
composed; qualities that are 
essential for a successful dis-
patcher,” Dessert said at the 

Feb. 2 meeting.
The board members ap-

pointed Saucier to the posi-
tion of full-time dispatcher.

The Select Board also ap-
pointed Amanda Galonek 
Hellyar to the 250th Anniver-
sary Committee.

License approval
The Select Board re-

viewed an application from 
the owners of Mangia Bene, 
139 Main St., for a common 
victualler license. 

The applicant sought this 
license for the retail end of 
the business, which will be 
selling shelf-stable items, 
deli items such as meats and 
cheeses, meal specials to-go, 
salads and more. Mangia 
Bene will also have a restau-
rant, featuring Italian food.

Mangia Bene is expect-
ed to open the last week of 
February or the first week of 
March.

The board members ap-
proved the license applica-
tion. 

Moment of silence
The Select Board held a 

moment of silence for two 
community members who 
recently passed away, Ronald 
Komar and Richard Volpe. 

“We lost two men who 
always had a ready smile, 
who served their communi-
ty, loved their country, and 
took care of their families,” 
Select Board Chair Jamie 
Goodwin said.
Town Administrator’s report

Town Administrator 
Robin Grimm recognized 
Volpe’s contributions to the 
town’s committee celebrat-
ing of the country’s 250th an-
niversary.

“Everything you see on 
this 250th coming up, will 
have Rich’s fingerprints…
what a beautiful way to re-
member a man who gave 
so much to his community 
and his country by virtue of 
that,” she said.

Grimm announced the 
opening of the Hometown 

Heroes banner program, 
which will honor the town’s 
veterans with personalized 
banners displayed along 
Main Street and other prom-
inent locations in town. 

Banner applications and 
information about eligibility 
can be found on the Memo-
rials Monuments and Mark-
ers Committee site at www.
sturbridge.gov, or under 
“News.” People may also 
contact Grimm directly at 
rgrimm@sturbridge.gov.

Donation
The board members ac-

cepted a donation to benefit 
the Police Youth Fund in the 
amount of $250 from the 
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale. 

Grand Trunk Trail bid
The board members ac-

cepted a bid from Green Hill 
Engineering in the amount 
of $9,500 to prepare and de-
liver a base plan for the ex-
tension of the Grand Trunk 
Trail.

Quaboag Student Council Craft Fair to held on Feb. 28
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Quabo-
ag Regional Middle High 
School will be hosting its 
5th annual Quaboag Student 
Council Craft Fair on Satur-
day, Feb. 28. 

This craft fair has free 
admission with a raffle table 
and concessions available. 
There will be over 80 local 
vendors.

Approximately 10 Stu-
dent Council members who 
attend Quaboag help with 
the annual craft fair. Stu-
dents will assist with setup, 
vendor support, raffle sales, 
and cleanup.

Overseeing the work done 
by members of Student 
Council is Kayla Hatch, a 
teacher at Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School. Hatch 
is an advisor for Student 
Council, and works closely 
with student leaders to plan, 

organize, and run the event.
“My role includes coor-

dinating logistics, communi-
cating with vendors, oversee-
ing student responsibilities, 
and supporting students 
throughout the planning 
process,” Hatch said. 

Additional Quaboag 
staff assist with supervision, 
setup, cleanup, and day-of-
event support. 

With Student Council 
members taking the respon-
sibility of helping out during 
the craft fair, they develop a 
wide range of leadership and 
life skills. These skills include 
communication, teamwork, 
problem-solving, organiza-
tion, time management, and 
responsibility. 

Hatch said students will 
also gain experience working 
with adults, managing re-
al-world logistics, and adapt-
ing to unexpected challenges 
in a professional manner. 

The craft fair supports 
both community engage-

ment and fundraising for 
students to attend the annual 
Massachusetts Association 
of Student Councils Lead-
ership Conference held in 
Hyannis in March. 

Proceeds from the event 
also help benefit organiza-
tions such as the Special 
Olympics and support local 
initiatives. 

This annual craft fair also 
gives local vendors an op-
portunity to showcase their 
work. 

A raffle will be held 
during the craft fair. Raffle 
prizes are generously donat-
ed by local businesses, com-
munity members, and the 
vendors participating in the 
craft fair. 

“These donations help 
increase community involve-
ment and support fundrais-
ing efforts,” Hatch said. 

Over the last five years 
of hosting this craft fair, 
Quaboag has seen the event 
grow in attendance, vendor 

participation, and commu-
nity involvement. According 
to Hatch, improvements in 
organization, promotion, 
and student leadership roles 
are made each year making 
the event more successful 
and impactful.

Hatch said this craft fair is 
important because it brings 
together students, staff, fam-
ilies, and community mem-
bers in a meaningful way. 

“It provides students with 
authentic leadership oppor-
tunities, supports local busi-
nesses and charitable causes, 
and strengthens the connec-
tion between the school and 
the community,” Hatch said. 

The annual Quaboag 
Student Council Craft Fair 
will take place on Saturday, 
Feb. 28 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School, 284 Old West 
Brookfield Road. For more 
information, contact Hatch 
at khatch@quaboagrsd.org. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY THE WARREN FIRE DEPARTMENT
One resident was injured in a house fire at 458 Boston Post Road on

WARREN – The War-
ren Fire Department re-
sponded to a house fire with 
one serious injury the after-
noon of Feb. 4, said Warren 
Fire Chief Adam Lavoie 
and State Fire Marshal Jon 
Davine. 

Firefighters responded 
to 458 Boston Post Road 
just after 4:30 p.m. follow-
ing reports of a fire in the 
single-family home. On ar-
rival, they observed heavy 
fire and an injured adult 
who had escaped. 

Firefighters immediate-
ly began providing med-
ical care while attacking 
the blaze. A second alarm 
was quickly struck, bring-
ing mutual aid from Ware, 
Brimfield, Brookfield and 
West Brookfield. The Palm-
er Fire Department provid-
ed station coverage. 

Given the serious nature 
of the man’s injuries, he was 
transported by Life Flight 
to Rhode Island Hospital. 

Firefighters brought the 
fire under control in about 

25 minutes and remained 
on-scene for about four 
hours extinguishing hot 
spots and supporting fire 
investigators. 

The origin and cause of 
the fire are being investi-
gated by the Warren Fire 
Department, Warren Police 
Department, State Police 
fire investigators assigned 
to the State Fire Marshal’s 
office, and State Police as-
signed to the Worcester 
District Attorney’s office. 
Preliminarily, it does not 
appear suspicious. 

The Department of Fire 
Services, Central Mass 
Sparks, and Fire District 
7 Canteen provided food, 
beverages, and rehab ser-
vices to support firefight-
er health and safety at the 
scene. 

Lavoie expressed his 
thanks to the Central Mas-
sachusetts Regional Emer-
gency Communications 
Center for coordinating 
the rapid multi-agency re-
sponse. 

One injured in Warren 
house fire on Feb. 4.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The West Brookfield 
Historical Commission is 
pleased to announce its 
2026, 15th annual schol-
arship in the amount of 
$2,000. 

Qualified students must 
reside in West Brookfield 
and may attend Quaboag 
Regional High School, or 
be school-choice students, 
home schooled students, 
and independent school 
students.

This award is made pos-
sible through the J. Irving 
and Jane L. England Chari-
table Trust. 

The students must be 
planning to attend either a 
four-year college/universi-
ty program or a two-year 
college with the intent to 
transfer to a four-year col-
lege. 

The Commission will 
show preference to study 
plans with concentration 
on History and Histo-

ry-related areas. Major or 
minors may include Politi-
cal Science, Social Studies, 
Anthropology, Archaeolo-
gy, Historical Preservation, 
Museum Studies, and Edu-
cation in any of these relat-
ed fields.

Applicants must submit 
a brief essay based on one 
of the Notable Persons or 
Significant Places listed on 
the application. All nec-
essary information will be 
found on the West Brook-
field Historical Commis-
sion website. http://west-
brookfield.org

Essays are due no later 
than April 6.

Email info@westbrook-
field.org or mail to: West 
Brookfield Historical Com-
mission, P.O. Box 372, West 
Brookfield, MA 01585.

The application and de-
tails can be found on the 
Historical Commission 
website- http://westbrook-
field.org.

Historical Commission announces 
2026 15th annual scholarship

Town Clerk posts Town Election information
WEST BROOKFIELD – 

Town Clerk, Klarissa Rose, 
announces that Nomina-
tion Papers are available on 
Monday, Feb. 2, for the up-
coming Town Election to be 
held on Tuesday, May 5.  

These papers must be 
filed with the Board of Reg-
istrars, in the Town Clerk’s 

office, for certification on or 
before Tuesday, March 17 at 
5 p.m. Final day to withdraw 
as a candidate is Thursday, 
April 2 at 5 p.m. 

Appearing on the ballot 
will be the following: Select-
man, three-year term; Board 
of Health, three-year term; 
Assessor, three-year term; 

Common Committee, three-
year term; Library Board of 
Trustees, three-year term; 
Library Board of Trust-
ees, three-year term; Plan-
ning Board, five-year term; 
Housing Authority, five-year 
term; Water Commissioner, 
three-year term. 

The Quaboag Regional 

School District positions 
will also be incorporated 
on the Town Ballot. Two 
members from the Town 
of West Brookfield for a 
three-year term and two 
members from the Town 
of Warren for a three-
year term. 

These nomination pa-
pers are available on Feb. 
2 at the Superintendent’s 
office at 284 Old West 
Brookfield Road, War-
ren. Deadline for return-
ing these papers is Friday, 
March 20 by 4 p.m.

Last day to register to vote 
before the Town Election is 
Friday, April 24, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. at the Town Clerk’s of-
fice at 2 East Main St. 
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For families, caregivers, and anyone impacted by Parkinson’s Disease

PARKINSON’S DISEASE
EDUCATION & 
 RESOURCES

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

Reservation required. RSVP by 2/18 to Mary at 413-758-5377 or mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

Join us for an educational presentation focused on Parkinson’s Disease 
and the many resources available to support individuals living with PD 
and those who care for them. This informative session will:

WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25TH 
at 4:00pm

  Provide an overview of the Parkinson’s Foundation’s mission and work
  Highlight educational programs and support resources
  Share information about genetic testing opportunities
  Help individuals and families better understand available PD support services

Presented by Stefany Scliopou, 
Community Education & Outreach Manager Parkinson’s FoundationLig

ht 

refreshments will be served

CO
M

PL
IM

ENTARY LIGHT DINNER

COMPLIMENTARY LIGHT DINNER will be served after presentation.

AFTER THE PRESENTATION

CO
MPLIMENTARY LIGHT DINNER 

it in detail with Emily von 
Trapp. Emily is a member 
of the famous von Trapp 
family most known for the 
movie, “The Sound of Mu-
sic”.

Emily runs von Trapp 
Flowers in Vermont where 
the von Trapp family set-
tled after leaving Austria. 
She specializes in tulips and 
teaches the craft at the Tu-
lip Workshop where Robyn 
learned.

Robyn has made good 
use of the skills learned up 
north. She has expanded 
the number of varieties to 
around 45 and at each mar-
ket has four or five different 
ones.

Robyn will be at the rest 
of the winter markets, but 
that is not all.

On Valentine’s Day at 
Klem’s in Spencer, Robyn 
will be doing a Pop-Up 
from 4-7 p.m. 

March 13 will see her 
bring Blair House to Saw-
dust Cafe in Sturbridge for 
a Pop-Up from 6-9 p.m.

Blair House also does 
special events such as wed-
dings and has lilies as well 
as tulips for Mother’s Day.

Robyn has taken Blair 
House to Farmer Matt’s in 
New Braintree, Mimi’s Cof-
fee House in Hardwick as 
well as Joy of Beans in West 
Brookfield. She is open to 
suggestions.

To contact her for tulips 
or information email hel-
lo@blairhouseblooms.com.

Kelly Homestead Apiary
Kelly Homestead Api-

ary is back again this year 
at their usual corner spot. 
The apiary and farm are the 
project of Ginger Kelly and 
family. This day, the table 
would be ably represented 

by daughter, Faith. 
It is wonderful to have 

beekeepers at a winter mar-
ket. The Kelly Homestead is 
that, but also much more.

Kelly Homestead is just-
ly proud of its poultry as it 
is PRO fed, that is Pasture 
Raised Organically fed. Ac-
cording to Faith, it is the 
“best taste in poultry” and 
for folks tired of the store 
stuff.

Kelly had a great special 
for the Super Bowl, and 
there is the BOGO Turkey 
Bone Broth Special. There 
is always something on of-
fer. Also brought to market 
are the organic soy free eggs.

The products of the api-
ary are on the table as well. 
The operation in Charlton 
and on other land is 80 
hives, and that requires no 
little skillful management, 
especially as there are mites 
and diseases that can attack 
bees. Kelly treats with in-
fused sugar bricks of probi-
otics and amino acids.

There is the usual raw 

treatment free honey, but 
there are other varieties. 
New this year are garlic in-
fused and Chipotle honeys.

There is even more and 
you can find out about it 
at the website, https://kelly-
homesteadapiary.com/

There were more sell-
ers in the hall consisting 
of the much-loved usual 
suspects. The first one you 
come across to the left just 
in the door is Joy Hinton 
with her Joy of Beans gour-
met coffee. Continuing in 
that direction is Thomp-
son’s Maple Farm with ma-
ple products and great ice 
cream.

Next are the wood-
workers, The Chairman of 
The Board. No, not Frank 
Sinatra, but woodwork-
ing artisan, Wayne Bou-
lette, known for his cutting 
boards and other examples 
of craftsmanship, and Ber-
nie Wilson of B&D Enter-
prises. Ware native, Wilson 
is known for making pens 
out of recycled pallets and 

other products, because he 
is “too cheap to buy wood,”

Chloe Fredette brought 
JARS Café and Bryan Fau-
cher brought Golden Grain 
Artisanal Bread which is 
what the name says.

Rich Laba brought the 
Farm46 pork delicacies 
and Ryan Laurie had Bu-
cha Bros kombucha for a 
healthy microbiome.

Linda Fuchs of Flour-
ish Farms had micro-
greens, and ginger as well 
as turmeric and Gail of 
Autumn Leaf Farm, came 
with her microgreens and 
locally grown varieties of 
mushrooms. Also on her 
table were lovely eggs from 
charming Golden Comet 
chickens.

Again, holding the room 
together, Halley Stillman 
and Still Life Farm with 
their welcome veggies in 
winter were in the center.

So, winter turned tough, 
but we’re getting through it 
and we have this market un-
til spring.

FARMERS MARKET  
FROM PAGE 1

Faith and Kelly Homestead Apiary.

A pair of eastern bluebirds perched on a dead tree in Gilbertville. Several 
eastern bluebirds spend the winter in this location every year. According to 
Mass Audubon, eastern bluebirds are increasingly becoming a more com-
mon winter sight. 

Bluebirds in winter

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
A male eastern bluebird enjoyed the warmth of the sun one day after the 
groundhog predicted six more weeks of winter.

PERSONAL CARE 
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$20 per hour to start
Call 413-813-5282 to apply



PAGE 4    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com    I   February 13, 2026

OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the edi-
tor should be 250 
words or less in 

length, and guest col-
umns between 500 and 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We re-
quire that the person sub-
mitting the opinion also 
include his or her town 
of residence and home 
telephone number. We 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defa-
mation of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 80 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 OR e-mail to poui-
mette@turley.com. Dead-
line for submission is 
Monday at noon for the 
following week’s edition.

EDITOR
Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
Ryan Drago

rdrago@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

CURRENT

THE QUABOAG CURRENT (USPS# 
10860) is published weekly (every Friday) 

by Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Telephone at 
413-283-8393 or fax at 413-289-1977.  
Periodical Postage Prices are Paid at 

Palmer, MA.
POSTMASTER: Please send address 

changes to: Quaboag Current, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

@QuaboagCurrent

WEB
www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

TEAM

in my

By Ellenor Downer

- opinion -

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.
Let them

know
you saw 
their ad
in the

Quaboag
Current

Online seed houses offer endless choices
It’s been a fun couple of 

weeks in the realm of gar-
dening! While I haven’t 
yet gotten my hands 
into the soil yet, I have 
been on the hunt for 
all kinds of seeds for 
the Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage gardens:  those for 
obscure medicinal plants, 
unique heirlooms, and rare 
native plants.  

That process has led me 
to some interesting mail or-
der companies that I’d like to 
share with you.

My mail order “go to” for 
herb seeds has always been 
Richter’s (www.richters.com) 
but when I couldn’t locate a 
few of the items on my list 
there, a simple internet search 
lead me to Thyme Garden 
(www.thymegarden.com).  

Their catalog boasts over 
400 varieties of herb seeds 
and more. The text doubles 
as an herbal encyclopedia of 
sorts,  providing the reader 
with cultural information in 
addition to loads of herbal 
lore. 

A paper copy will set you 
back $2.50, but you can get 
a digital download for free. 
It’s noteworthy to mention 
that many of the seeds are 
harvested on the farm in Or-
egon. The company has been 
in business since 1989, and 
clearly knows their stuff.  

I purchased both Jimson-
weed and Cotton for the Paul 
Roger’s Herb Garden from 
this company.  

Prairie Moon Nursery 
(www.prairiemoon.com) is 
an excellent source for native 
plant material and seeds. This 
statement from their website 
gave me something to think 
about: “Native plants co-
evolved with native insects 
and wildlife; they are deeply 
dependent on one another. 
These plants provide food 
and shelter to insects, birds, 
and other small animals, 
which in turn support larger 
predators. Native plants are 
the fundamental stepping 
stones of a healthy eco-sys-
tem.”

While many of us al-
ready enjoy growing native 

plants, the impact of doing 
so goes far beyond our orna-
mental gardens. 

Prairie Moon offers seeds, 
blended seed mixes, plants 
and more, and their catalog 
is free for the asking. You can 
also download a catalog and 
cultural guide.  

Growing native plants 
from seed often requires spe-
cialized treatments such as 
chilling or nicking and soak-
ing, so I’d definitely recom-
mend brushing up. I found 
Toothwort (at last!) and Late 
Horse Gentian, both for the 
herb garden.

Sometimes the tricky part 
about searching out heirloom 
seeds in the issue of cultivars. 
For example, I need a black 
flowered Hollyhock known 
scientifically as Alcea rosea 
nigra, yet what I discover are 
cultivars called “Jet Black” or 
“Black Watchman.” I want 
the original.  

Here is where seed sales at 
Monticello (www.monticel-
loshop.org) come in handy. 
Thomas Jefferson was an 
avid gardener, and the display 
gardens around his estate 
highlight many of his favorite 
plants.  

I was also able to secure 
seeds for unimproved ver-
sions of Rusty Foxglove and 
Black Eyed Susan Vine. Be-
cause of this good fortune, 
you will see authentic 1830s 
gardens when you visit the 
Village.  

There is no printed cata-
log to my knowledge, but the 
shop has its seed sales orga-
nized in a friendly manner 
online. Some seeds are even 
harvested on site.

Speaking of authenticity, 
it’s also important that we 
utilize heirloom vegetable va-
rieties within our  gardens, so 

that you, the visitor, see the 
real deal, 1830s style. I’ve 

often ordered heirloom 
vegetable and flow-
er seeds from Baker 

Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company 

(www.rareseeds.com) 
and this year is no excep-
tion.  

Their big, beautiful Rare 
Seed and Whole Seed Cat-
alogs are free for the asking 
and seed shipping is free, 
also. Search over 1,300 seeds.  

If  you can’t find what you 
are looking for there, hop on 
over to Victory Seeds (www.
victoryseeds.com) and there 
will be more heirloom, open 
pollinated, non GMO vari-
eties to choose from. I love 
the concept of Victory Gar-
dens, and the company does 
a great job of explaining and 
promoting it.  

Victory Seeds offers free 
shipping on all orders over 
$30 and their website pro-
vides “quick links” to each 
main category for easy on-
line shopping. They also en-
courage seed saving practices, 
which is neat.  

This summer, look for 
China Rose Radish, Tall 
Telephone Peas, Boston 
Marrow Squash and Long 
Green Cucumber growing 
in our gardens and used in 
our households. These were 
all purchased from Victory 
Seeds.           

If  you are bored one after-
noon, why not take a look at 
what these or any number of 
reputable seed houses have to 
offer. You will no doubt ex-
pand your plant knowledge 
while you expand your gar-
den!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Male gadwall 
On Dec. 20, compilers at 

the Athol Christmas Bird 
Count recorded a total of 
58 species including a Gad-
wall, a first time for this 
species during a Christmas 
count.

Male Gadwall have 
grayish-brown heads, 
sometimes showing cinna-
mon on the forehead and 
faint purplish iridescence 
on the crown. Females re-
semble female mallards, 
but they have a thinner, 
darker bill. 

Gadwall nest in tall 
vegetation near water and 
show a preference for nest-
ing on islands. Their choice 
of nesting location gives 
them some protection from 
predators. Female Gad-
wall produce an egg a day 
and lay a clutch of seven 
to 12 eggs. To meet their 
demand for protein during 
this stressful time, female 
Gadwall eat more inverte-
brates than males during 
this period in addition to 
using reserves of nutrients 
they’ve stored in their bod-
ies during the winter.

Their winter habitat is 
fresh and brackish wet-
lands with abundant aquat-
ic vegetation on which they 
primarily forage. Gadwall 
often snatch food from 
diving ducks as they sur-
face. Gadwall number have 
increased in North Amer-
ica since the 1980s. This 
is partly because of con-
servation of their habitat, 
wetlands and adjacent up-
lands.

The oldest known Gad-
wall was a male, and at 
least 19 years, 6 months 
old. He was banded in 
Saskatchewan in 1962 and 
shot during hunting season 
in Louisiana in 1981.

Christmas Bird Count
The National Audubon 

Society Christmas Bird 
Counts take place within 
a 22-day period, there are 
many state count circles 
and volunteers must be 
available. Despite snowy 
weather, compiler Jon 
Skinner said of the Gro-
ton-Ayer count on Dec. 
14, “I was surprised that 
we were able to scratch our 
way to 81 species in such 
snowy conditions. It has 
to be a testament to the re-
lentless nature of both our 
team and the birds.” Two 
new species were added 13 
black vultures soaring over 
Lancaster and a killdeer at 
Devens. Some of the oth-
er highlights were evening 
grosbeak in both Harvard 
and Groton, red crossbills 
in Townsend, Lapland 
longspur at Fitchburg Air-
port and in Ayer, chest-
nut-collared longspur at 
Fitchburg Airport,  Amer-
ican kestrel in Groton, 
two Baltimore orioles in 
Groton, eastern Phoebe in 
Shirley, redpoll in Lancast-
er and a long-eared owl  in 
Devens. Species seen three 

days before or 
after the actu-
al count date 
and noted as 
such were chip-
ping sparrow, 
brown-headed 
cowbird,Pere-
grine falcon and 
sandhill crane.

Bluebird
I received an email 

on Jan. 26 from Jeffrey 
Landry. He had a visit 
from a bluebird on Friday, 
Jan. 23. He thought it was 
either the male parent or 
one of its offspring from a 
previous summer. He said, 
“For several years I have 
called him, ‘Sunshine’ and 
he arrived at my feeder on a 
bright beautiful winter’s af-
ternoon and this uncalled 
for visit was icing on my 
day’s cake.”

He offered to share this 
bluebird story. He said, “I 
was sitting on my medi-
tation cushion yesterday 
watching my breath emerge 
from a deep silence and 
then gently return back 
into it. There was no count-
ing, no manipulation, only 
watching, only flow. After 
some time had passed, I 
opened my eyes because 
I felt I was being closely 
watched.”

“I have a bird feeder 
right outside of my win-
dow and sure enough a 
male bluebird or one of his 
offspring from a previous 
summer, was perched and 
staring directly at me. Two 
summers ago I named the 
parent bluebird, ‘Sunshine’ 
and last May he returned 
to the same nesting box in 
my front yard.

Quizzically, Sunshine 
leaned slightly forward. He 
was amazingly close.”

“It was beautiful, glo-
rious to see his blue rust 
colored body outlined by a 
background of white snow 
still clinging to frozen lilacs 
and tall trees. The sight of 
this sent ripples of love, 
that became currents of 
joy, to course through me.”

“I felt a smile stretch a 
mile wide across my whole 
being. It was like being vis-
ited by a long absent friend. 
Within minutes this made 
me get up and fill another 
feeder with dried meal-
worms because bluebirds 
aren’t seed eaters like many 
of the other birds that seek 
nourishment here. Like 
my breath, the mealworms 
disappeared into a well of 
silence. A contented peace-
ful silence that then took 
flight.”

Evening grosbeaks
A Cummington resident 

sent a photo of evening 
grosbeaks at her feeder. 
She said they are part of a 
flock that come to visit the 
feeders often.  

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office 
has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an 
extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish 
the number as soon as it is 
set up.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Am I entitled to more Social Security as a Veteran?
Dear Rusty: 
I served in the 

U.S. Army from 
July 1964 to July 
1967. Am I eligible 
for a higher Social 
Security payment? 

Thank you. Signed: Viet-
nam Era Army Vet 

Dear Army Vet: 
Please accept my sincere 

thanks for your military 
service. I believe you are re-
ferring to the “Special Extra 
Credit for Military Service,” 
which has been the subject 
of many published articles. 
That refers to a special So-
cial Security accommoda-
tion available only to those 
who served in the military 
during specific periods of 
time, but it does not add 

to your monthly Social Se-
curity payment. Rather, it 
adds to your military earn-
ings record for the years you 
served, which may or may 
not result in a higher Social 
Security benefit when you 
later claim Social Security.

Here’s how it works in 
your case:

Serving between 1964 
and 1967, if  you told Social 
Security of your military 
service when you applied 
for Social Security benefits 
or gave them a copy of your 
DD-214. they would have 
added up to $1,200 per year 

to your military 
pay record. FYI, 
those who served 
after 1966 were 
automatically giv-
en earnings credit 
for their military 

service years. However, 
whether those special extra 
credits would affect your 
monthly Social Security 
benefit depends on your life-
time earnings record when 
you later claimed Social Se-
curity.  

When you applied for 
benefits, Social Security re-
viewed your lifetime earn-
ings and used the highest 
earning 35 years of earnings 
over your lifetime (adjusted 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See SOCIAL SECURITY  
PAGE 8

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/12/26-2/18/262/12/26-2/18/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS  ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASST. PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

WHOLE EYE ROUND BEEF ............

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$219
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ROAST PORK LOIN 
LOIN END OR RIB END ..........

lb

lb
$699

$499

$169

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................

$298
lb

$1299
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$499
lb

$969
lb

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT CUBED .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHANKS ....................

SOUP’S ON!

$444
lb

  

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
Optometry office

Office assistant and greeter
$30 per hour 3 days a week

Training provided

BARRE OPTICIANS
Dr. Kelly Bado

395 Main St., Barre
978-355-2191

Verdolino said he com-
pared the “status quo,” 
against the two tuition agree-
ment proposals for fiscal year 
2027. He said his data only 
looks at one year, as there are 
too many variables to create a 
long term view.

His analysis also does not 
include non-financial factors, 
such as curriculum, educa-
tional programming, logis-
tics, etc.

“There are pros and cons, 
aside from finances, to con-
sidering an undertaking of 
this nature but I don’t feel it’s 
appropriate for me to present 
my thoughts – I’m dealing 
with the financial analysis,” 
Verdolino said. 

The ‘status quo’
Verdolino said if  the sta-

tus quo were maintained and 
the middle/high school was 
to remain open, the FY 27 
net budget request would be 
$7,317,454 after offsets.

“In addition, there are 
costs that are borne by the 
town to run the school de-
partment,” he said.

These costs include oth-
er non-employee insurance, 
Medicare and the Worcester 
County Retirement System 
assessment, and health in-
surance for active employees 
and retirees (and related ad-
ministrative fees), which total 
$2,348,854.

“Those are town costs that 
support the North Brookfield 
Public School district next 

year if  there’s no change in 
operation,” Verdolino said. 

Tuition agreements
Verdolino said if  the 

school district were to en-
ter into a tuition agreement 
with another school district, 
it would not change chapter 
70 aid, Circuit Breaker, net 
school spending and compli-
ance with the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education requirements. 

“But there would be 
changes that would signifi-
cantly effect the funding of 
the education of those stu-
dents if  they were tuitioned 
out,” he said.

Verdolino said entering 
into a tuition agreement 
would save some costs for 
the town, and also add some 
costs.

A tuition agreement would 
reduce the gross budget by 
an estimated $2,829,822. He 
said it would also reduce the 
offsets received, resulting in 
a net budget reduction of 
$2,608,992 if  tuitioning out 
to Quabbin and $2,641,918 
to Quaboag.

Verdolino said the 
added costs of the agree-
ments include a base cost 
of $2,182,875 to Quabbin 
(125 non-choice students at 
$17,463 per student) as well 
as $240,000 for current school 
choice students (48 students 
at $5,000 per student), and 
$130,000 in transportation. 
This results in total estimated 
incremental costs of tuition 
for Quabbin at $2,560,875. 

He said there are other 
costs that cannot be quanti-
fied at this time.

Verdolino said Quaboag’s 
base cost is less, at $1,541,000 
(134 non-choice students at 
$11,500 per student) as well 
as a tuition surcharge (grade 
seven school choice students 
at $5,000 per student) at 
$32,500 and transportation 
at $130,000. Additional spe-
cial education services are 
estimated to cost between 
$500,000 and $1,270,612.

This brings the total esti-
mated incremental costs of 
tuition for Quaboag between 
$2,211,500-2,982,112, de-
pending on the actual special 
education costs. 

He said his opinion is 
that Quabbin’s proposal is a 
“break-even” proposal and 
that Quaboag is either a mon-
ey saver or a money loser, de-
pending on the true costs of 
special education services.

“But there are some other 
considerations to take into 
account,” Verdolino said. 

Verdolino said if  the mid-
dle/high school was to be 
closed, the “staff isn’t going 
to go quietly” and there will 
be separation costs involved. 
This includes unemployment 
compensation, sick time buy-
back, retirement and other 
negotiated results. 

“That could be a very sig-
nificant amount of money,” 
he said.

These additional costs 
cannot be easily estimated, he 
said, but could be significant.

Verdolino said his opin-
ion is that the projection for 
FY 27 is “the best it’s going 
to be” from a financial stand-
point. 

He said there are many 
questions that need to be an-
swered prior to the decision 
to enter into a tuition agree-
ment is made. 

Input from community
Rich Rigney, president of 

the North Brookfield Teach-
ers Association, spoke about 
the difference of becoming a 
partner with a neighboring 
school district, versus becom-
ing a customer. He said the 
School Committee seems to 
be looking at only two op-
tions – keeping the middle/
high school open, or tuition-
ing out to another school dis-
trict. 

He said if  North Brook-
field became part of a region-
al agreement, it would have 
more stability than it would 
if  it entered into a tuition 
agreement.

“We could have two dis-
tricts really kind of balanc-
ing their budget on North 
Brookfield’s back and we 
have no say in it,” Rigney said 
of tuitioning out. “I think we 
should really kind of think 
about staying away from this 
really binary choice system 
and look at all the options 
available.”

Rigney also noted the im-
pact the school’s staff has on 
the local economy.

“The teachers here in town 
buy gas in town, buy grocer-
ies in town,” he said. “We 

pump some money into this 
town and so that would be 
lost for local businesses and 
that would have impact also.”

Rigney said the recent 
three-year regionalization 
study to join Quaboag had “a 
serious impact” on the town’s 
school district. 

Several teachers and par-
ents spoke in support of the 
school district’s middle/high 
school, and how it’s small size 
was beneficial to learning and 
individual student growth. 

Former School Commit-
tee member Deb Arnold 
urged residents to create a 
vision for the school and to 
work together to make it bet-
ter.

“Because what we have, is 
good here,” she said. 

Student Dante Gi-
angrande spoke about the ac-
ademic and athletic opportu-
nities he received as a student 
in the district. 

“The opportunities here 
are enough, and I feel like 
we’re not highlighting them 
enough,” he said. “If we 
highlight those opportunities 
enough and showcase them, 
we will get those children 
back.”

Others noted the rising 
costs of education (including 
health insurance), especially 
in rural areas, and how it is 
has become increasingly un-
affordable for small towns. 

Resident and Selectman 
Jamie Gilman said he didn’t 
expect to see a huge savings 
for the town with the tui-
tion agreements, but that the 

world is a competitive place, 
and there has been less of-
fered to the students at the 
middle/high school over time 
due to this.

“If we could do something 
to turn this around, then I 
don’t think there would be 
anyone in town who would 
be opposed to that,” he said. 
“I think everybody would be 
behind that.”

Gilman asked “how far is 
too far” and questioned what 
would be left for the students 
if  trends continued as they 
are.

“There’s a finite amount 
of money…that’s the reali-
ty,” he said. “The more kids 
that leave, the less money 
that there is left here. If we 
talk about the future of 
North Brookfield, then it 
is the kids. The question 
we need to be asking our-
selves, is what are we doing 
for them? And what’s going 
to be there for them? If we 
haven’t turned it around by 
now…then we need to think 
seriously about doing some-
thing different.”

Continued discussion
The School Committee 

will continue discussing the 
proposals at its next meeting 
to be held on Wednesday, 
Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. 

The committee members 
will also hold office hours 
in the high school kiva on 
Friday, Feb. 13 from noon-2 
p.m. to hear from the com-
munity.  People can also 
email Grant at mgrant@
nbschools.org. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE  
FROM PAGE 1

hosting this annual supper to 
support a good cause. 

North Brookfield Hearts 
for Heat is a 501©(3) chari-
table organization that helps 
residents in need of emergen-
cy home heating assistance 
for oil, propane, natural gas, 
electric, pellets, or cordwood. 
Hearts for Heat has helped 
hundreds of families since it 
was first founded. 

The meals were prepared 
by members of the Hayden 
Masonic Lodge in North 
Brookfield. The meal came 
with spaghetti, meatballs, 
tomato sauce, salad and din-
ner rolls. There were desserts 

available such as cookies as 
well as hot and cold bever-
ages. 

Popular local band The 
Otters performed a variety of 
toe-tapping songs during the 
meal.

Local author Jack Mc-
Clintock was at the elementa-
ry school helping during the 
spaghetti supper and was on 
coffee and soda duty. 

This event was sponsored 
with the Hayden Masonic 
Lodge and was also support-
ed by Hannaford’s Super-
market. The spaghetti supper 
was assisted by the North 
Brookfield High School Na-
tional Honor Society and 
Valley View School. Students 
walked around the cafeteria 

trying to sell raffle tickets to 
guests who attended the spa-
ghetti dinner.

A 50/50 raffle was held to 
help support the fundraiser, 
and guests could buy tickets 
to win some neat raffle prizes. 
Some of the prizes included 
two signed Boston Celtics 
basketballs, a WooSox family 
package, and a Boston Bru-
ins hockey puck. 

Gift certificates could also 
be won and were donated by 
dozens of local businesses. 
The certificates came from 
Angel Nails, Bike House 
Brewery, Bogey Lanes, City 
of Smoke, Connect Restau-
rant, Dragon Stones, JARS 
Café, Jim’s Pizza, Inishowen 
Farms, Joy of Beans, Spencer 

Greenery, Shaman’s Closet, 
Strandz, and Subway. Over 
30 prizes in total were donat-
ed to benefit North Brook-
field Hearts for Heat. 

Lewandowski thanked 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank, who matched the 
first $3,000 raised. She also 
thanked Monson Savings 
Bank for their $2,000 sup-
port.

Donations can be mailed 
to North Brookfield Hearts 
for Heat, P.O. Box 44, North 
Brookfield, MA 01535. 

More information about 
North Brookfield Hearts for 
Heat can be found at this link, 
nbcares2help.org/hearts_for_
heat_fuel_assistance.

HEARTS FOR HEAT
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Sue Lewandowski made announcements during the 18th annual North Brookfield Hearts for Heat Spaghetti Dinner Fund-
raiser.

- community -

Members of Hayden Masonic Lodge prepared the meals in the North Brookfield Elementary School cafeteria. 

Two signed Boston Celtics basketballs were raffled at the Hearts for Heat spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser.
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, February 14th ~ 7pm-11pm

Pure
Country

Upcoming Events
Saturday, February 28th

7pm-11pm

Uncle Country

Fridays

Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

Joinville. 
The production came 

to the Quaboag stage when 
James Joinville wanted to do 
something a little different 
from last years’ production of 
“Beauty and the Beast”. The 
Director usually alternates 
shows between a Disney-type 
production and a play that 
has more of an edge. 

Joinville has been in-
volved in 24 productions at 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School, and “Legally 
Blonde” was his 12th show as 
a director. 

What also contributed to 
getting “Legally Blonde” to 
Quaboag is having students 
mentioning the show for 
quite a while. After analyzing 
who he had for students and 
his production team, Joinville 
thought the program was 
ready for putting together 
this show. 

One of the students that 
continuously asked Joinville 
about doing a production 
of “Legally Blonde” was se-
nior Madison Schreier. This 
soon-to-be graduate was cast 
as Elle Woods, which accord-

ing to Schreier was a “dream 
come true.” 

Schreier shared that “Le-
gally Blonde” is one of her 
favorite musicals since her 
middle school years and she 
thought playing Elle would 
be a dream role for her to 
play. For several years Schrei-
er tried to convince Joinville 
to do a production of the 
show. 

Once the decision was 
made by Joinville, Schreier 
was initially excited about the 
news and wanted to audition 
for the show. When it came 
time to rehearse, Schreier 
learned that Elle dances quite 
a bit in the show. She worked 
extremely hard to get better 
on the steps. 

This was Schreier’s first 
time playing and experienc-
ing taking up a lead charac-
ter.  

It began as a stressful 
process and a bit exhausting 
and Elle would have a lot of 
wardrobe changes that go 
fast. Schreier described Elle 
as an energetic character, and 
she wanted to capture and 
maintain that energy.

This was Schreier’s final 
show at Quaboag, as she will 

be graduating in the spring. 
 She said this was her fa-

vorite show to perform out 
of a total of six productions 
at Quaboag, including “The 
Curse of the Bard”, “Camp 
Omigosh”, “The Add-
ams Family” in 10th grade, 
“Beauty and the Beast” and 
“Clue” in 11th grade. 

For Schreier, being in “Le-
gally Blonde” was a great way 
to finish her high school the-
ater career. Schreier will look 
into doing other shows in the 
future after high school. 

After several days of per-
forming in the show, Schreier 
is proud of being a part of 
this production and is thank-
ful for the friendships she has 
made. 

“I found my best friends 
throughout the theater pro-
gram,” Schreier said “A lot of 
great memories for forever. In 
my heart, this is my home.” 

According to Schreier, 
“the shows solidified the feel-
ing of theater magic,” and 
thought everyone got togeth-
er and made the show amaz-
ing. She described Joinville’s 
leadership in the theater de-
partment as someone who 
always knows what’s best. 

Amarie Martino is a ju-
nior at Quaboag and played 
Brooke Wyndam in Legally 
Blonde the Musical. Marti-
no described this show as a 
“very busy show” and audi-
tioned for several roles. Soon, 
Martino was cast as Brooke 
Wyndam, a fitness instructor 
who at some point sings and 
jumps rope at the same time. 

The multitasking was a 
bit of a challenge, but Mar-
tino felt prepared after re-
hearsing a lot on set and was 
ready for showtime. Martino 
is also known for playing Le-
Fou in last year’s production 
of “Beauty and the Beast”. 
Martino has also starred in 
“Clue”, “The Addams Fam-

ily” and “Freaky Friday”. 
Natalia Veliz-Baldizon 

is a sophomore at Quabo-
ag and played Pilar, Elle’s 
friend, in “Legally Blonde”. 
Veliz-Baldizon has been in-
volved in the theater program 
since the seventh grade. When 
it comes to “Legally Blonde”, 
it was a scary and fun experi-
ence at the same time. 

What made it seem scary 
at first for Veliz-Baldizon 
was the higher elevation 
of singing that exists in the 
show. What helped Vel-
iz-Baldizon prepare for this 
show is having a background 
in dancing. 

There were three different 
roles she wanted to play but 
soon was cast as Pilar. Vel-
iz-Baldizon took the time to 
understand her character and 
felt a boost of confidence go-
ing into the shows. 

For Veliz-Baldizon, play-
ing Pilar is the biggest role 
she has played in her theater 
career. The role required a 
lot more singing, which she 
admitted she sang more in 
this show than any other play 
she’d been involved in. 

With costumes, Vel-
iz-Baldizon thought it was 
fun to put together her own 

costume for the show. Over 
time, she feels she’s gotten 
used to performing in musi-
cals, which involves acting, 
singing, and dancing. 

“It’s been very fun,” Vel-
iz-Baldizon said. 

Karl Prosser is also a 
sophomore at Quaboag and 
“Legally Blonde the Musi-
cal” was his first show having 
an acting role. Prosser played 
the bailiff  in the courtroom 
and Sundeep Agrawal Pad-
amadan. 

Prior to “Legally Blonde”, 
Prosser was part of the stage 
crew for several plays. When 
hearing about how big of 
a show “Legally Blonde” 
would be, Prosser wanted to 
try out. In addition to acting, 
this was Prosser’s first play 
where he got to sing. 

During rehearsals, Prosser 
got a feeling of what its like 
working on stage and worked 
on memorizing lines and re-
membering cues. Prosser also 
got to sing with the ensemble 
during the shows and said he 
will try out for an acting role 
in a future show. 

Joinville said interest in 
theater at Quaboag is steadily 
growing. 

For “Legally Blonde the 

Musical”, there were 47 stu-
dents on stage and roughly 25 
students working backstage.  

Joinville said he believes 
this was one of the largest 
groups of kids who were in-
volved in a show. 

“These kids have worked 
incredibly hard over these 
past several months and the 
show was a great example 
of that hard work,” Join-
ville said. “These kids were 
resilient too especially with 
a shortened Tech Week due 
to Mother Nature dumping 
snow on us.”

The hard work and re-
silience paid off as all the 
shows put on at Quaboag 
were successful. The students 
involved in “Legally Blonde 
the Musical” are a perfect ex-
ample supporting Joinville’s 
claim of interest in theater 
steadily growing. 

The next production 
at Quaboag will be “Lion 
King, Jr.” and will take the 
stage on Friday, April 17 at 
7 p.m., Saturday, April 18 at 
7 p.m. and Sunday, April 19 
at 2 p.m. The shows will fea-
ture students in grades sev-
en-10, with the juniors and 
seniors taking on the direct-
ing roles.  

LEGALLY BLONDE 
FROM PAGE 1

Town of West Brookfield
FY26 Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)

Thursday, February 19, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: West Brookfield Senior Center, 
 73 Central Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
Topic: Community Development Strategy Discussion

The Town of West Brookfield is working with the Central Mass. 
Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) to pursue Fiscal Year 
2026 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
for proposed public infrastructure project on Front Street, 
an infrastructure study in the Depot Area Neighborhood, and 
an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Self-Evaluation and 
Transition Plan. Additional projects may be discussed and may 
be included in the grant application.

All are Welcomed and Encouraged to Attend

This meeting is open to the public, and residents are strongly 
encouraged to attend and provide input on potential CDBG 
projects. Those who cannot attend may submit their comments 
in writing to John O’Leary, at the Central MA Regional Planning 
Commission, 1 Mercantile Street Suite 520, Worcester, MA 
01608 or via email at joleary@cmrpc.org.

The meeting room is handicapped accessible. Persons who 
require special accommodations for the meeting should 
contact the town at least three days prior to the meeting date 
at (508) 867-1421.  For additional information please contact 
John O’Leary at (508) 459-3331 or joleary@cmrpc.org.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
The Quaboag Regional Theater Department and the 21st Century Community Learning Center grant program presented “Legally Blonde the Musical”

Elijah Wilhelm, left, as Warner Huntington III, sat with Madison Schreier as Elle 
Woods during the production of “Legally Blonde the Musical”.

The marching band made its way during one of the musical numbers of “Legally Blonde the Musical”. 

Article 2
Article 2 asked voters to 

approve about $116 to pay 
unpaid bills from the previ-
ous fiscal year. The article 
reached the required nine-
tenths vote to pass.

Article 3
Article 3 asked voters to 

approve about $15,400 in 
grant deficits. According 
to the warrant, passing this 
article “maintains the finan-
cial integrity of the town’s 

grant programs.” The article 
passed.

Article 4
Article 4 consisted of two 

motions, for funding capital 
improvement projects. The 
first motion was for $15,000 
to be transferred from the 
stabilization fund, and the 
second motion was a trans-
fer of $17,700 for phase 
two appraisals for a project 
on Route 9. Both motions 
passed.

Article 5
Article 5 asked voters to 

approve the borrowing of 

about $227,000 for the re-
placing of the Town Hall 
roof, as well as structural re-
pairs. According to the war-
rant “borrowing will allow 
the town to address safety 
concerns, prevent further 
deterioration, and preserve 
the historic integrity of the 
building.” 

Bob Haveles, a represen-
tative from Architectural 
Insights, based in Palmer, 
gave a brief explanation of 
the work that needed to be 
done at the town hall, say-
ing he has worked on it in 

the past. Haveles said the 
project he was originally 
assigned was essentially a 
paint job, but he discov-
ered damaged siding, and 
water damage. 

He also said there was 
deterioration in the at-
tic space, and structural 
failures throughout the 
building. The Advisory 
Committee did not rec-
ommend approval for the 
article because the source 
of funding came from 
borrowing, which carries a 
4% interest rate. 

The article reached the 
two-thirds majority required 
for approval.

Article 6
Article 6 asked voters 

to approve the transfer of 
$25,000 for the purpose 
of delinquent tax expens-
es. According to the war-
rant, the money would 
be used to cover the legal 
costs of collecting over-
due taxes, including court 
proceedings. The article 
passed.

Article 7
Article 7 asked voters to 

accept Massachusetts Gen-
eral Law Chapter 200A, 
Section 9A. This law al-
lows for alternative dispo-
sition of abandoned funds, 
including allowing a town 
to claim abandoned mon-
ey if  it is not claimed. The 
article passed.

Article 8
Article 8 asked voters 

to approve the transfer of 
$500,000 from the retained 
earnings fund into the water 
stabilization fund. The arti-
cle passed.

W BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1
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Pioneers fall at home to rival Panthers
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

PALMER— The Palmer 
Panthers won their previous 
five encounters on the hard-
wood with the Pathfinder 
Tech Pioneers by more than 
ten points.

The sole meeting of the 
2025-26 regular season be-
tween the cross-town rivals 
was a tightly contested battle 
until the middle of the fourth 
quarter. The Panthers closed 
out the non-league game 
with a 10-1 run leading to a 
52-41 victory before a large 
and enthusiastic crowd inside 
the Pathfinder Tech gym, last 
Monday night (Feb.2).

“We were finally able to 
pull away late in the game 
and it was a very gritty win 
for us,” said Palmer boys’ 
varsity basketball coach 
Missy Rocker. “It was a very 
aggressive game, and the ref-
erees allowed the players to 
play without calling many 
fouls. This is a rivalry game, 
and I was a little bit worried 
that it was going to get out of 
hand.” 

Following the 11-point 
road win, Palmer had a 9-7 
overall record. 

The Panthers, who slipped 
to 35th place in the MIAA 
Division 5 power rankings, 
needed one more victory to 
qualify for the state tourna-
ment for the third consecu-
tive year.

“We do have a very diffi-

cult regular season schedule,” 
Rocker said. “This is anoth-
er tough week for us starting 
with tonight’s game against 
Pathfinder. We just need to 
find a way to win one more 
game.” 

Palmer was scheduled to 
wrap-up the regular season 
by hosting Chicopee Comp 
in another non-league game 
last Wednesday night and 
Bi-County East rival High 
School of Commerce last 
Friday night. It was also the 
Panthers senior night game. 

Their six seniors are Matt 

Santos, Dylan Doherty, Chris 
Stapleton, Adonis Dupre, 
Gavin Smola, and Stephen 
Fredette.

“The seniors are very spe-
cial players and they’re go-
ing to be very difficult to re-
place next year,” Rocker said. 
“They’re outstanding young 
men.”

Palmer should be able to 
qualify for the Western Mass. 
Class C tournament, which 
starts this week. 

Depending on the results 
of the Class C quarterfinal 
game, the Panthers will either 

advance to the semifinals or 
play a non-playoff game. Re-
gardless of which path they 
take, those games will also 
contribute to their overall 
state power ranking.

Pathfinder Tech (6-7) 
entered the home contest 
against Palmer riding a five 
game winning streak. They 
were ranked 78th in the Divi-
sion 5 power rankings

“I don’t think that we’ve 
ever beaten Palmer in the 
past, but I was expecting 
my guys to give them a hard 

fought battle in tonight’s 
game,” said first-year Path-
finder Tech head coach Jeff  
Kularski. “I’m looking to 
build a culture here. I think 
we’ll be a dangerous bas-
ketball team in a couple of 
years.”

The Pioneers seniors are 
Aiden Girard (1 point), Dus-
tyn Cook (2 points), and An-
gelo Rentas, who didn’t play 
in the Palmer game.

Because they probably 
won’t be one of the top 32 
teams in the power rankings, 

the Pioneers will need to fin-
ish the regular season with a 
.500 record to clinch a berth 
in the state tournament for 
the first time in two years.

The mood of the varsity 
game was a little bit somber 
after Palmer freshman Abees 
Castillo suffered a serious 
leg injury during the second 
quarter of the junior varsity 
game. That game was delayed 
for about 30 minutes as Cas-
tillo was taken by ambulance 

Dustyn Cook rushes for the hoop.
Dustyn Cook rushes for the hoop.

Maddox Baer holds the ball just in-
side the arc..

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Grayson Griswold tries to get a shot up in traffic.

See PIONEERS PAGE 8

New look for sectional hockey 
tournament this year

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRING-
FIELD—The 2026 West-
ern Massachusetts high 
school hockey tournament 
is scheduled to take place 
from Feb. 16-19.

Six of the seven Berry 
Division teams will qualify 
for the Class A tournament.

The Berry Division 
teams, who are looking 
to qualify for the Class 
A tournament, are West-
field, East Longmeadow, 
Greenfield, Minnechaug 
Regional, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, and West Spring-
field.

The Westfield Bombers 
are the two-time defending 
Class A champions. They 
defeated the Greenfield 
Green Wave, 7-3, in last 
year’s championship match.

All six of the teams in 
the Fay-Wright Division 
will be competing in this 
year’s Class B tournament.

Those six teams are 
Easthampton, McCann 

Tech, Amherst, Taconic, 
Agawam, and Chicopee 
High School.

Agawam defeated 
Taconic, 6-1, in last year’s 
Class B championship 
match.

The top two teams in 
Class A & B will automati-
cally advance into the semi-
finals. 

Prior to playing the semi-
final round, the top-seeded 
team in Class A will be fac-
ing the second-seeded team 
in Class B. The top-seeded 
team in Class B will also 
play the second-seeded 
Class A team. 

Those games will boost 
the team’s state power 
rankings.

The other four teams in 
each of the classes will be 
playing in the quarterfinals 
on February 16.

The higher-seeded teams 
will be hosting the quarter-
final matches.

Any of the quarterfi-
nal games played at the 
Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield will be held 

during the daytime. The 
game times on rink 1 will 
be 11am and 1:30pm. The 
games on rink 2 will be at 
noontime and 2:30pm.

The losers of the quar-
terfinals will be playing 
non-playoff games against 
each other. 

The Class A semifinals 
are scheduled to be played 
at Olympia on Feb.17. The 
start times for those two 
games will be 11am and 
1:30pm.

The Class B semifinals 
are scheduled for Olympia 
on Feb.18. The start times 
for those two games will 
also be 11am and 1:30pm.

Both Western Mass. fi-
nals will be played on rink 1 
at Olympia on Feb.19. 

The Class B finals will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. followed 
by the Class A final at 8 pm.

The tickets prices for 
the semifinals and finals 
are $8. Tickets are available 
through GoFan Only.

There is not a different 
price for students or senior 
citizens.

Quabbin girls basketball defeats Worcester Tech
BARRE – Last Thursday evening, 

the Quabbin Regional High School 
girls basketball team defeated Worces-
ter Tech 54-33. For the Panthers, it’s the 
third win of the season. The Panthers 
were set to face Littleton next at home 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 6 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Aubrey Thorpe takes a free throw.Mia Ducos slings a throw.

Izzy Doty keeps the ball inbounds.Makenzie Casey makes a short-range shot.

T-Birds suffer loss to Toronto Marlies
TORONTO, ON  - The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(16-24-4-2) fell by a final 
score of 5-1 to the Toron-
to Marlies (23-15-4-3) on 
Saturday inside Coca-Cola 
Coliseum in what proved 
to be one of the nastiest 
games of the season.

Simmering tensions 
boiled over from the open-
ing drop of the puck on 
this night, a result of an al-
tercation in the clubs’ prior 
meeting on Jan. 23. In that 
contest, Marshall Rifai of 
the Marlies fought Spring-

field’s Simon Robertsson 
and threw multiple punches 
at a vulnerable Robertsson 
when he was lying prone on 
the ice. Robertsson has yet 
to play in a game since. 

On this day, Steve Ott 
chose to start Kale Kessy 
for the opening puck drop, 
and Kessy immediately 
dropped the mitts with Ri-
fai, which lit the fuse for 
three separate fights be-
tween the foes in the open-
ing 15 seconds, resulting in 
37 combined penalty min-
utes, plus a game miscon-

duct to Toronto defensem-
an Blake Smith. 

Once the dust from the 
altercations subsided, the 
Marlies quickly threw their 
own punches on the score-
sheet, beginning with Vin-
ni Lettieri snapping a shot 
past Vadim Zherenko on 
the blocker side just 1:12 
into the contest, giving To-
ronto the 1-0 advantage on 
a 4-on-4 goal. 

Springfield’s power play 
had a tough go to begin 

See T-BIRDS PAGE 8



PAGE 8    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com    I   February 13, 2026

- legals -

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD:

APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

Great
Selection
for Fun in the Snow!

See our
Insert
in this paper
for Great
Deals on
Appliances!

PRE-SEASON
BIKE SALE!

SALE!

to Wing Hospital.
“The varsity and J.V 

teams normally practice to-
gether,” Rocker said. “The 
players were very emotional 
when Abees was injured be-
cause the other players really 
care about their teammate. 
Abees is a swing player for 
us and it’s an unfortunate 
injury.”  

Because of the long delay, 
the j.v. game ended at half-
time, which allowed the var-
sity contest to start on time.   

Rocker decided to make 
a couple of changes to the 
starting lineup.

Stapleton, along with 
sophomore Liam Mckee, 
and eighth grader T.J. Smola 
made their first career starts 
in a varsity game.

“Chris is a senior and I 
wanted to give him the op-
portunity to start a game,” 
Rocker said. “I’ve also seen 
some good things from Liam 
and T.J. at practice. I wanted 
to see what they could do at 

the start of the game.”
Doherty and junior 

Taydem Haley, who are nor-
mally starters for the Pan-
thers led the way offensively.

Doherty scored 14 of his 
game-high 18 points during 

the second half. Haley scored 
14 points, which gave him a 
total of 937 career points.

Sophomore Cassian 
Kowalik (16 points) and ju-
nior Cayden Bousquet (16 
points) combined to score 
32 of the Pioneers 41 points. 
No other Pathfinder play-
er scored more than four 
points.

A Haley foul-line jumper 
gave Palmer a 3-0 lead with 
6:30 left in the opening quar-
ter before the Pioneers put 
together an impressive 14-2 
run. 

Kowalik and Bousquet 
scored five points apiece 
during that span. Sopho-
more Grayson Griswold (4 
points) added a lay-up and 
sophomore Maddox Baer 
buried a jumper, which was 
his only points of the game.

Santos, Fredette (9 
points), and Gavin Smola 
(5 points), who are the Pan-
thers other three normal 
starters, were on the court at 
the start of the second quar-
ter, along with Haley and 

Doherty.
The Panthers outscored 

the Pioneers, 18-9, during 
the second stanza and the 
contest was tied 23-23 at 
halftime. 

After outscoring Path-
finder, 10-6, in a low scoring 
third quarter, Palmer en-
tered the final eight minutes 
with a slim 33-29 lead.

A Bousquet lay-up closed 
the gap to 33-31 with 7:35 
left in regulation.

With 4:28 remaining on 
the scoreboard clock, the 
Panthers built a 42-36 lead 
following a Doherty old 
fashion three point play.

The home team re-
sponded with a lay-up and 
put-back hoop by Kowalik 
making it a two point game 
again.

A minute later, Fredette 
made an inside hoop, and 
Doherty hit a short jumper, 
which helped the Panthers 
pull away down the stretch. 
They sealed the victory by 
making four of six shots 
from the free throw line. 

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that the North Brookfield Board 
of Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing to consider a petition 
to locate poles, wires, cables, 
and fixtures, including the nec-
essary anchors, guys, and other 
such sustaining and protecting 
fixtures, brought before it by 
Massachusetts Electric Compa-
ny d/b/a National Grid and Ver-
izon New England, Inc Tuesday, 
February 24, 2026 at 6:15 PM 
at the North Brookfield Police 
Department, 55 School Street, 
North Brookfield, MA  01535.

The pole location that will be 

considered is as follows:
Green Rd – National Grid to 

install 1 JO Pole on Green Rd be-
ginning at a point approximately 
1,135’ feet south of the center-
line of the intersection of Ward 
St. Install Stub Pole # 81-84 and 
anchor, across the street from ex-
isting P81 Green Rd. 	

Said hearing will begin at 6:15 
PM and continue until comple-
tion, and will be conducted pur-
suant to the provisions of Massa-
chusetts General Laws, Chapter 
166.

Jason M Petraitis, Chairman
Jamie Gilman

Ralph Kay
 02/06, 02/13/2026

for inflation) to calculate 
your “Primary Insurance 
Amount” or “PIA,” which 
is what you get if  you claim 
benefits to start at your So-
cial Security full retirement 
age. If, after your military 
service, you had 35 or more 
years of earnings which were 
higher than your earnings 
while serving in the military, 
Social Security would have 
used your later higher earn-
ing years to calculate your 
benefit, and your military 
earnings would not have had 
an effect on your Social Se-
curity benefit. However, if  
any of your military earn-
ings including the “special 
extra credits” were among 
the highest over your life-
time, then those higher 
military earnings would be 
included when calculating 
your Social Security benefit.  

So, whether you would 
benefit from these “special 
extra credits for military 
service” depends largely on 
your earnings history after 
you were discharged from 
active duty. If your mili-
tary earnings were among 
the highest earning years 
over your lifetime, and you 
provided SSA with a copy 
of your DD-214 when you 
applied for Social Security, 
then your current SS ben-
efit already includes con-
sideration of your military 
service. FYI, Social Securi-

ty should have asked about 
your military service when 
you applied. If you didn’t 
tell SS about your military 
service when you applied for 
Social Security, or if  you ar-
en’t sure, you should contact 
the SSA at 1.800-772-1213 
and ask if  you were given 
those “special extra credits 
for military service” for your 
1960s military service years 
when you applied for So-
cial Security. But if  you had 
at least 35 years of higher 
earnings after you left mili-
tary service, your current SS 
benefit is already based on 
those later higher earning 
years, and you will not get 
any additional Social Secu-
rity benefit because of the 
“special extra credits” for 
your military service years.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  
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rivers and began to lay out 
two paddling trails. Things 
were progressing.

C4R has sampled up to 25 
sites and has developed two 
more Blue Trails. Yet to con-
tinue to serve, it needs help.

Then we hit some bumps: 
COVID stemmed momen-
tum, how people volunteer 
and commit to things have 

changed and we have found 
it more difficult to continue 
progress. The hope of main-
taining C4R as a voice for 
the watershed and rivers has 
dimmed.

So, 2026 is a new water-
shed moment! Which way 
things tip will depend on if  
new and younger people step 
forward.

Over the next two issues, 
we will share C4R stories 
and hopes to help people see 

what has been done and what 
the opportunities are for a vi-
brant watershed family. 

For more information 
about C4R and to get in-

volved, people may visit www.
c4rivers.org, email chicopee-
watershed@gmail.com, or 
mail C4RWC, P.O. Box 126, 
Three Rivers, MA 01080.

This map shows the Chicopee River Basin.Cities and towns are shown within the Chicopee River Basin.

- community -

Ian Squi Nieves attempts the layup 
under pressure.

Local students named to  
WNEU President’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Western 
New England University takes 
immense pride in recognizing the 
outstanding academic achieve-
ments of nearly 600 students who 
have been named to the Presi-
dent’s List for the fall 2025 se-
mester. 

Local students include Gabri-
el Paquette, Ariana Masterjohn, 

Thomas Robidoux and Matthew 
Tiberii, all of West Brookfield; 
Alexis Kaloudis of Brookfield; 
Shyra McWhorter of North 
Brookfield; and Kallie Laflamme 
of Sturbridge.

Students are named to the Pres-
ident’s List for achieving a semes-
ter grade point average of 3.80 or 
higher.

the night, failing to connect 
on a three-minute power 
play from the remnants 
of Smith’s penalty time. 
Despite outshooting To-
ronto 15-5 in the period, 
the T-Birds’ deficit grew as 
Logan Shaw and Michael 
Pezzetta each beat Zheren-
ko just 1:22 apart, and with 
just over five minutes left 

in the first, it was 3-0, and 
Georgi Romanov was sum-
moned to replace Zherenko 
in the net. 

Romanov more than did 
his part as the game moved 
to the second, as Romanov 
denied 14 Toronto offerings 
in the period and helped 
Springfield kill off a Marlie 
power play in the process. 

After nearly 120 min-
utes without a goal, for-

mer Marlie Calle Rosen 
finally got Springfield on 
the scoresheet with just 10 
seconds left in the period, 
as he sneaked down the left 
wing and slammed a shot 
through Artur Akhtyamov 
on Springfield’s 26th shot 
of the night to make it a 3-1 
game into intermission. 

However, the T-Birds 
did not have any offensive 
juice left in the tank in the 

third, and Romanov final-
ly relented a power-play 
goal to Luke Haymes past 
the midpoint of the third, 
which restored Toronto’s 
three-goal advantage, 4-1. 
Romanov finished his ter-
rific night in relief with 26 
saves on 27 shots. Bo Grou-
lx would add an empty-net-
ter with the T-Birds skating 
5-on-4 with the extra skater 
to round out the scoring.

T-BIRDS FROM PAGE 7

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HEALTH CARE

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

SEEKING PERSONAL 
CARE ATTENDANT. 

$20/per hour with benefits. 
Part-Time/Full Time. No experience 
necessary. Serious inquiries only. 

Call/text 413-813-5282/Warren. 
Must pass Cori.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS, TUBES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

PRESIDENT’S DAY SALE!!!
ALL TVS ON SALE!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tuesday-Sunday

8am-2pm

BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF
with $10 minimum purchase.

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES
❖ MAC’N CHEESE
❖ LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

See website for specials
JARSCafe.com
❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

TEA FOR TWO
1st Sunday Every Month
Reservations Required

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - OAKHAM, MA
This split level ranch in the great town of Oakham has so 
much to offer. 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths on the main level, 
an additional bedroom/office space on the lower level, w/ 
second living room and space to add a kitchenette to create 
an in-law/teen suite. Multiple heating options include electric baseboards, wood stove, brand 
new pellet stove. Solar panels are owned and fully cover the electric bill every month, a HUGE 
bonus with the recent rate increases! Newer metal roof, newly paved driveway, brand new shed 
w/ heat and electric, large barn (currently being used for a sawmill) and fenced lot, all set up for 
animals if looking for a farm/horse property. 3.5 private acres of land, w/ LOW property taxes! 
Available for $539,900. For those looking for a unique business opportunity, this property is 
also available for $579,900 - This price includes the property as well as all business equipment, 
and client list for anyone interested in continuing to operate the sawmill.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

www.davesapp.com
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

Factory Authorized Technicians
Family business for over 40 years!

The life of any small local family run business is 
a long arduous uphill battle filled with growing 
pains, uncertainty and change. We here at Dave’s 

Appliance have been serving the community and their 
home appliance needs for the past 40 years in an era 
of rapidly changing industries and technologies. The 
business was first founded by Dave and Patricia Caron 
along with their three sons, Dave Jr., Rick and John 
in an attached barn area off their family home.  In its 
infancy, Dave’s sold mostly antiques and furniture and 
perhaps a refrigerator or two; but by the mid 1990’s 
the townspeople knew us as Dave’s Maytag. Our local 
“Maytag men” specialized in the retail and home repair 
of Maytag products. By the end of the twentieth century, 
our founder Dave had passed away, big box stores were moving in, and Maytag was 
bought out by Whirlpool.
Patricia, Rick and John dug their heels into the dirt, joined a buying group with more 

retail power and built a new larger 7000 square foot facility next door, a location where 
they have operated comfortably for the past ten years.
 A new type of change has come to Dave’s as of January 1, 2017 and that is the retirement 

of Pat. We would like to thank Pat for her many decades of dedication to the business 
and surrounding community. We would also like to thank the local townspeople for 
their continued support and business over the past 40 years. The torch has finally been 
passed to new co-owners Rick and John Caron, who along with the third generation of 
the Caron family will continue to aid the local community with the sales of new and 
reconditioned appliances, as well as supplying in-shop and in-home appliance repairs.

For information on this advertising feature,
please contact June at (508)909-4062 

or by email at jsima@stonebridgepress.news

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

 Dave’s Appliance Inc. would like to announce 
the retirement of Patricia Caron

Owners rick and JOhn carOn will assume the day-tO-day 
OperatiOns Of the family run business 

Rick Caron (L), John Caron (R)

 ESTABLISHED

BOSCH DISHWASHERS!!!
• Black 100 Series 
model #SHE3AEM6N $549
• Stainless Steel 100 Series 
Model #SHE41CM5N $729
• Stainless Steel Fully Integrated 300 Series 
with 3rd rack Model #SHS53CD5N $1149
• Stainless Steel Fully Integrated 800 Series 
with 3rd rack Model #SHP78CM5N $1499

Dave's Appliance, Inc.

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 21 Varney 
Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and Better community. 
This home includes a wonderful floor plan with spacious 
rooms. Master bedroom includes a large attached 
bathroom. Two full bathrooms, large back deck, and two 
large wood sheds. Asking 245,000. See MLS#73457117. 

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $134,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

LOCAL BUSINESS

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

Prime Rib 
Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

Online Ordering Available 
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Function Space Available For Parties
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR SPECIALS

Paint & 
Sip Night 
Feb 24th 
6:30 pm

Special Crafted Specials Menu • Live Music
Breathtaking Scenic Views

~ Reservations Recommended ~
Please Specify Banquet Hall or Restaurant

at Hardwick Crossing
Celebrate Valentine’s Day

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday & available online

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48

3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
DAN FLYNN 
413-297-5886

dflynn@turley.comFULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨


