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Farm-fresh Catering: Unforgettable Feasts
Elevate your event with Farmer Matt’s delectable catering services! 
From savory pulled pork to creamy mac and cheese, our farm-
fresh dishes are perfect for any occasion. We handle delivery 
and setup, making your event stress-free. Birthdays, weddings, 
corporate gatherings – we cater it all! Contact us now for a 
memorable dining experience.

FarmerMatt.com/catering | (508) 980-7085 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Quaboag Re-
gional School District Superin-
tendent Stephen Duff present-
ed the proposed fiscal year 2025 
school budget.

Duff said the budget sub-
committee has met multiple 
times over the past month to 
put together a budget proposal, 
which was presented to the full 
School Committee on Feb. 12. 
The budget was presented to 
the town of West Brookfield on 
Feb. 15 and Warren on Feb. 22.

“Our goal is to get it in the 
hands of the towns as quickly 
as possible,” Duff said of the 
proposed budget. “This is as 
tight of a budget as we’ve come 
in with.”

Duff said the line items in 
their control came in with less 
than a 1% increase over last 

fiscal year, and contractual ob-
ligations like salaries increased 
by 3%.

Duff shared some of the 
accomplishments the school 
district has seen with its pro-
grams, including a high number 
of students attending college 
after graduation, and a top-

ranked fire service program. 
The school district will also be 
offering an EMT program, at 
no cost to taxpayers. 

“That speaks volumes not 
only to the Fire Department, 
but also to the school district 
and our community for putting 

Superintendent presents proposed FY 25 budget

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The The-
atre Guild of North Brookfield 
performed a murder mystery 
dinner theater, “Death & Tax-
es” over two nights at Hard-
wick Crossing Country Club 
last weekend.

This comedic mystery fea-
tured a mysterious stranger 

found dead in Carl and Mat-
tie’s living room in the quiet 
town of Hardwick. The cast re-
lied on audience participation 
as the audience portrayed the 
townspeople attending a town 
council meeting and trying to 
solve the crime.

This was the first show the 
Theatre Guild of North Brook-
field performed at Hardwick 
Crossing, with a cast of nine 
talented actors. 

The victim was an out-of-
town IRS employee doing re-
search on the town. While in-
vestigating unusual activities 
going on, the man was later 
found dead in the living room 
of Carl and Mattie Johansen. 

Every character was deemed 
a suspect as they all encoun-
tered this IRS employee, and it 
was up to the audience to help 
solve this mystery. 

Death & Taxes

Theatre Guild performs murder 
mystery dinner theater

The Theatre Guild of North Brookfield performed the dinner theatre show, “Death & Taxes” at Hardwick Crossing Country Club. TURLEY 
PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Haston Free Public Li-
brary, 161 North Main St., 
hosted it’s weekly story and 
craft for kids, and this week’s 
theme was polar bears. 

The children’s librarian, 
Brianna Lamb, or “Miss Bri” 
to the kids, read the book “Po-
lar Bear Morning” by Lauren 
Thompson with a polar bear 
craft to make afterwards.

Lamb has been the children’s 
librarian since 2021, and since 
then, has hosted weekly story 
and craft days on Tuesdays at 
10:30 a.m.

Each week holds a new and 
exciting craft, and the month 

Story Time at the Haston library

Children and families enjoy 
polar bear story and craft

Wyatt and his mom, Asha are shown cut-
ting, gluing and practicing their art skills. 
TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Editor’s note: The Quaboag 
Current will regularly feature 
a spotlight story on different 
farmers market vendors. Learn 
about the people that bring food 
and locally sourced items to your 
community.

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent 

 
WEST BROOKFIED – It 

seems lately that winter is on 
our side. 

The sun is out and the tem-

Farmers Market Spotlight
Chairman of the Board and Quantum 
Breakthroughs at Winter Market

Deb Maclin of Quantum Breakthroughs 
offers coaching for wellness and holistic 
healing. TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY
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APRIL 2024
A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

WHATEVER YOUR 
SPECIALTY, YOUR AD 
WILL REACH ALMOST 
100,000 HOUSEHOLDS

PAINT  •  WALLPAPER  •  CROWN MOULDING  

REMODELS  •  MAKEOVERS  •  FURNITURE  •  APPLIANCES

HEATING  • COOLING  •  PLUMBING  •  ELECTRICAL  

PELLET STOVES  •  FIREPLACES • REPAIRS  

MAINTENANCE  •  CURTAINS  •  BLINDS

UPHOLSTERY • CARPET  •  HARDWOOD FLOORS 

TILING•  LAMINATE  •  DECKS • PATIOS  •  GARDENS  

SPAS •  LIGHTING •  TREES  •  FLOWERS  • BUSHES  

ACCENT PLANTS  •  SEASONAL DECOR  •  GRILLS

FIREPITS  •  OUTDOOR SPACES  •  FURNITURE 

HANDYMAN • MAID SERVICES   •  CARPENTERS 

INSECT CONTROL • EFFICIENCY EXPERTS

ORGANIZERS  •  QUICK FIXES

homehomespring
homehome||  garden garden ||  lawnlawn  ||  familyfamily

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

By Haileigh Swistak
Student Intern

WARREN – Quaboag Performing Arts Booster 
Club will host “Dinner and a Show” Saturday, March 
9.

The doors open at 5 p.m. and dinner begins at 6:30 
p.m. This includes spaghetti, salad, drinks, and dessert. 

During dinner, The Comical Mystery Tour will per-
form their PG-13 show “Unhappy Days”.

Because of the age restriction, Quaboag Performing 
Arts students will be offering babysitting for $15 per 
child under 13 years old. The maximum capacity is 40 
children and will include dinner, crafts, and games. 

The children must be able to separate from their par-
ents and must be potty-trained.

Tickets are $25 each and are only available on 
Eventbrite, the link to which is available on the Quabo-
ag Performing Arts Booster Club’s Facebook account. 
There are 120 tickets available so get them while you 
can before March 6.

The proceeds of this event will benefit the Quabo-
ag Performing Arts Booster Club, which supports the 
Band, Chorus, and Drama departments of Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School.

Booster Club offers dinner 
and a show at Quaboag

WEST BROOKFIELD – The 
Merriam-Gilbert Public Library, 3 
West Main St., lists upcoming events 
for the month of March.

Doolin’ Lads return 
The Doolin’ Lads return to fill the 

library with their amazing Celtic mu-
sic on Thursday, March 14, at 6:30 
p.m. for this beloved St. Patrick’s Day 
tradition. Thank you to the Friends 
of the Library for making this pro-
gram possible. 

Please stop by or call the library at 
508-867-1410 to register. 

Book launch and poetry reading
Share in the excitement as the li-

brary welcomes West Brookfield’s 
own Jonathan Blake for the launch 
of his latest book, “In the King-
dom”, on Tuesday, March 12, at 6 
p.m. Blake will share poems inspired 
by his visits to the Northeast King-
dom of Vermont with its rolling 
hills, wildlife, and stillness needed for 
dreaming. 

Please call or stop by the Library 
to register. Copies of “In the King-
dom” will be available for purchase 
and signing.

Solo/Duet Poetry & Jazz series 
returns

Thanks to the collaborative efforts 
of Jonathan Blake and the generos-
ity of the West Brookfield Cultural 
Council, a local agency with support 
from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, the Library will again host 
“Solo/Duet”- a delightful series high-
lighting poetry and jazz artists from 
the local area. 

Poets Bill O’Connell and Ann 
Love Woodhull will kick off the se-
ries reading poems from their books 
on Tuesday, March 19, at 6 p.m. Jerry 
Wilfong will perform a solo acoustic 
bass recital between the readings by 
the poets. 

Books will be available for sale 
after the reading. Please stop by the 
library or call to register.

Merriam-Gilbert library 
announces March events

Historical Society hosts Emmy-winning 
director on March 15

NEW BRAINTREE – The New Braintree Histor-
ical Society presents “The Tapestry of Life” a presen-
tation by Dan Hamilton on Friday, March 15 from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. at the New Braintree Historical Society 
Museum/1939 Grade School, 10 Utley Road.

This is a free presentation sponsored by the New 
Braintree Historical Society.

A personal journey through historical, genealogi-
cal, and DNA research using a live demonstration of 
online tools, often used reference books, and ample 
time for Q & A.

Hamilton, a retired professional actor, and Em-
my-winning director has spent the last 25 years ex-
ploring the genealogy and history of his own family, 
and that of friends and clients. He is a member of the 
Association of Professional Genealogy, The National 
Genealogical Society, and holds an A-Grade Certifi-
cate in Genealogical Research from Boston University.

He is a lifetime member of the New Braintree His-
torical Society, the Quaboag Historical Society, served 
on the West Brookfield Historical Commission where 
he produced the Lucy Stone Bicentennial Celebration 
in 2018, and most recently, produced the Brookfield 
Historical Commission’s event; “A Robert Wilder Me-
morial Presentation: Honoring Brookfield’s First In-
habitants.”

He is also a member of the Massachusetts Archeo-
logical Society, the Archaeological Society of Virgin-
ia, the Planetary Society, and the Mayflower Society. 
He builds and maintains websites, creates video doc-
umentaries on YouTube, and occasionally appears as 
a speaker.

Dan Hamilton presents 
‘The Tapestry of Life’
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Join Us For the 2nd Annual
Senior Resource FairSenior Resource Fair

• Home Modifications Specialist
• Realtors
• Ware Senior Center
• Home Modification Loan Program
• Senior Placement
• In-home Care Services
• Movers
• Estate Appraisers
• Legal & Financial Planning
• Senior Living Options
• QVCDC Senior Outreach Program
• Senior Health Services

• Hospice & Pallative Care
• Funeral Services
• Supplemental Benefits
• Junk Removal
• Housing Authority
• SSDI Support
• Community Development 
   Authorities
• And Many MORE

For more information 
contact Danielle Souza

(413) 949-0422 
or email: 

danielle.souza@fairwaymc.com

Light Lunch 
Will Be Served!

Participants include

Date: Saturday, March 23rd
Time: 11am-1pm

Place: Ware Senior Center, 
1 Robbins Road, Ware

NO COST!
It’s FREE!

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

STURBRIDGE – The Friends of 
Sturbridge Trails, a nonprofit group, 
held an ice sculpture competition which 
was found along the Grand Trunk Trail.

Jennifer Scherer, a member of the 

trails committee for three years, was 
very excited to help organize and host 
the ice sculpture contest. 

“My favorite part of the ice sculp-
ture contest is the people that take a 
chance at a unique adventure. Anyone 
brave enough can carve!” Scherer said. 
“Carving ice is a form of art and play 
that many don’t get an opportunity to 

explore.”
The ice sculpture contest saw a total 

of seven submissions this year, and the 
committee hopes to see even more in 
2025. The ice sculpture contest has been 
going for four years now, and each has 
a theme.

“The theme this year was birds, last 
year it was forest critters,” Scherer said. 

“2022’s theme was ride, and there was 
no theme in the first year.” 

The Friends of the Sturbridge Trails 
holds various yearly activities including 
the first day hike, mountain bike rides, 
guided trail runs, yoga on the trail, night 
hikes with a telescope, and so much 
more. They host Earth Day clean-ups 
as well. 

FrOST offer ice sculptures and fun

This penguin ice sculpture has blue marble eyes.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY EM-
ILY-ROSE PAPPAS

This ice sculpture is of a chickadee standing on a branch. This ice bird is standing guard and looking towards the sun.

WORCESTER – Assumption University an-
nounced those who have been named to the Universi-
ty’s Dean’s list for the fall 2023 semester. 

Local students making the Dean’s list are: Jamison 
Howland of New Braintree, Angelina Riendeau of 
North Brookfield and Meadow Taylor of New Brain-
tree. Students named to the Dean’s list must achieve a 
grade point average of 3.5 for a five-class, 15-credit se-
mester to be included on the list, which is announced 
at the completion of the fall and spring semesters.

Assumption University 
announces Dean’s list
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the person submitting 
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prior to publication. We 
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Letters to the Editor, 
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CURREN T

The MassDOT decision to put a West-
East rail stop in Palmer is driven by politics, 
and certainly not logistics or the best inter-
ests of the Commonwealth to reduce traffic 
congestion in central Massachusetts.

The best place for a passenger rail stop 
between Worcester and Springfield would 
be Brookfield as that location would alle-
viate MassPike traffic. The intersection of 
Routes 90 and 84 in Sturbridge is the most 
congested section of the MassPike so locat-
ing a rail stop in nearby Brookfield would 
allow commuters to take the train instead of 
driving.

Mill Street in Brookfield was a major 
stop for rail freight in the 1800s and early 

1900s. 
Placing a passenger rail station on Mill 

Street across from the town highway garage 
would be ideal for commuters as that site af-
fords easy access off Route 148. A station 
there also affords ample parking, which is 
critical as commuters have to park their cars 
to take a train trip.

Instead of looking for a solution that 
would reduce traffic congestion and benefit 
the central Massachusetts region overall, 
the MassDOT chose a stop to meet the po-
litical interests of a select few. The decision 
needs to be reconsidered.

James Cooke
Brookfield

Just about a week ago I was presenting 
a Seed Starting Workshop for members 
at Old Sturbridge Village, and someone 

asked a question about how seedlings would 
have been pre-started in the mid-1800s.  

It was a logical question considering we 
have heat cables, supplemental light and 
greenhouses at our disposal these days. We 
can grow any number of plants pretty much 
any time of the year.  

How then, did innovative gardeners of old 
get a head start? Cold frames and hot beds, 
of course!   These season extenders continue 
to be useful today.  

Read on to learn how these are construct-
ed and used successfully.

The easiest way to describe a cold frame is 
this: a rectangular box fitted with a window 
sash. It can be as simple as an old storm win-
dow on top of hay bales.  

Better yet would be to construct your cold 
frame to capture as much passive solar en-
ergy as possible. We achieve this by angling 
the window sash 35 to 45 degrees to catch the 
sun.  

The window sash you obtain will deter-
mine the size of the frame. Keep in mind that 
you have to be able to reach inside to work; 
therefore, it is recommended that you make 
the box no deeper than three feet.  

Construct the frame using rot resistant 
woods like cedar or redwood. Pine is an in-
expensive and readily available option, but 
should be painted with exterior paint prior 
to assembly to ensure years of use.  

White paint will not only make an attrac-
tive cold frame, but one that will reflect light 
to the plants growing in it. The walls should 
be at least an inch thick, preferably two inch-
es, to further insulate the plants growing in-
side.

Locate your cold frame in full sun, facing 
south or southeast. The soil under the cold 
frame is a “mini plot” that should be enriched 
as I would any other part of the garden by in-
corporating an inch or two of compost and a 
sprinkling of lime and balanced organic fer-
tilizer into the soil prior to use.  

The window sash will likely stay shut on 
overcast days. On sunny days, however, be 
sure to prop open the window to ventilate the 
space – it can get quite hot inside and young 
seedlings could easily be harmed.  

The sash can be opened completely (or re-
moved altogether) on very warm days.  Don’t 
forget to provide water within the frame – if  
it is covered it is exempt from the rain.

The cold frame is a great place to start 
spring greens. There are other uses as well.  

Some plants prefer to germinate at cool 
temperatures and simply won’t grow well in-
side the house, even off the heat cables. Try 
growing flats of cole crops like kale, brocco-
li, cabbage and cauliflower right in the cold 
frame – they’ll be the sturdiest plants you 
ever grew!  

Likewise, start small pots of sweet peas, 
pansies, forget-me-nots and bachelor’s but-
tons inside of it; they germinate better in cool 
soil. Many native perennials need to chill for 
a month before they are able to germinate- 
“stratify” these seeds in the cold frame and 
then move them to the border once they are 
off and growing.  

You can also harden off plants that were 
started indoors inside the cold frame. 

Letter-to-the-Editor

Resident recommends making 
rail stop in Brookfield

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Get a head start the 
old-fashioned way

By Dale Gonyea

There were only two mornings each 
year that I was allowed to eat chocolate for 
breakfast: Easter and Christmas. 

The Easter basket and Christmas stock-
ing were the place to find my holiday treats 
for each of those days. There was always 
one treat in particular that stood out from 
the rest: chocolate. 

Just the name brings images, memories 
and even the delicate aromas alive! But what 
is in a name? Where does chocolate come 
from and how do you make it? Why is it so 
irresistible and indulgent? What mysterious 
properties does it have?

The history of this delectable chocolate 
is very old – 4,000 years old. 

Etymologists trace the origin of the word 
“chocolate” to the Aztec word “xocoatl,” 
which referred to a bitter drink brewed from 
cacao beans. The Latin name for the cacao 
tree, Theobroma cacao, means “food of the 
gods.” 

I find that title absolutely appropriate! 
About 70% of the world’s cocoa beans 

come from four West African countries: 
Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria and Camer-
oon. The Ivory Coast and Ghana are by 
far the two largest producers of cocoa, ac-
counting for more than 50% of the world´s 
cocoa. 

The process to grow, refine and make 
chocolate is lengthy so I shall summarize. 

Cacao beans are harvested from the trees 
in pods. The pods are disassembled, and the 
beans are roasted and cleaned leaving the 
cacao nib. 

Nibs are then ground and then separated 
from the cocoa butter. The heat generated 
by grinding causes the cocoa butter or fat to 
melt and form a fine paste or liquid known 
as chocolate “liquor”. 

After conching, tempering and adding 
flavors to the liquor, you are left with choc-
olate which can be molded. Depending on 
the sugar added in relation to cocoa solids, 
you are left with distinctive different forms 
of chocolate.

For dark chocolate lovers, bars with 70% 
cacao or higher are ideal. Dark chocolate is 
a rich source of antioxidants and minerals, 
and it generally contains less sugar than 
milk chocolate. 

Some research suggests that dark choco-
late may help lower the risk of heart disease, 
reduce inflammation and insulin resistance, 
and improve brain function. Happy Day! 

This chocolate can also be called bit-
tersweet. If  we reduce the solids to around 
60% we would call it semi-sweet. 

For me, milk chocolate is where it’s at! 
Milk chocolate contains not less than 10%  

Dale’s Corner

Chocolate…Luscious indulgence 
or food for the gods?

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5 See CHOCOLATE   I   PAGE 5
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 IB (International Baccalaureate)  World 
School Diploma Programme 

 

 AP (Advanced Placement) Courses  
 Comprehensive World Languages          

including American Sign Language  
 Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training  

Corps (NJROTC)  
 Opportunities for paid & unpaid  

internships 
 
 Athletics, Clubs and Activities 

 Innovation Pathways Program including 
Advanced Manufacturing, Information 
Technology and Business & Finance  

 Rich STEM offerings including robotics,   
biotechnology, cybersecurity, Project Lead 
The Way, horticulture   

 Award winning performing and visual arts    
programs including music, drama, arts,  
video production and digital design 

The night will feature information on: 

Should be YOUR CHOICE for School Choice. 

Quabbin Regional Middle High School is hosting a 

School Choice Open House for Grades 6-12 
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 20TH 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Families new to  
Quabbin please  

R.S.V.P. to  
Jessica Bennett, Executive 
Assistant to the Superintendent  

jbennett@qrsd.org  
(978) 355-4668  ext. 8500 

 Quabbin Regional Middle/High School 
800 South Street, Barre, MA 01005  978-355-4668  

To schedule a campus visit or for more information please click on  
the school choice icon on our  homepage:  www.qrsd.org 

OR EMAIL: schoolchoice@qrsd.org 
EOE: Quabbin Regional School District’s Policy of nondiscrimination will extend to students, staff, the general public and individuals with whom it does 
business; and will apply to race, color, national background, religion, sex, disability, economic status, political party, age, handicap, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, homelessness and other human differences. 

To schedule a campus visit or for more information 
please visit our website: www.qrsd.org

The Southbridge Softball league is now 
enrolling teams and players for the 2024 season. 

Games are played at Henry Street Field (located off Rt. 169) in Southbridge. 
We have 3 levels of Mens Leagues (A, B & C) 

that play weeknights starting @ 6:30 PM, 
a Mens JB draft league (for players age 39 by Sept. 30th) 

that plays Sunday AM starting at 9 AM 
and a COED league (5 & 5) that plays Sat & Sun evenings starting @ 6 PM. 

The potential for a Women’s league or a weekday COED league (6 & 4)
exists depending on the number of teams we receive – 

a minimum of 4 teams would be required for either to be considered.
THE FEES FOR 2024 ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

$425 team roster fee and a $125 forfeit fee for a total of $550. 
If your roster is turned in on or before 3/5 the fee is $550.

If your roster is turned in between 3/5 + 3/12, the fee is $600.
No rosters will be accepted after 3/12/24.

Player fees for 2024 will be $55 and a $5 additional fee 
will be charged to those players playing on (2) or more teams.
Please email info@southbridgesoftball.org or check out our 

Southbridge Softball Association Facebook page for more information. 

by weight of chocolate liquor, not less 
than 3.39% by weight of milk fat, not 
less than 12% by weight of total milk 
solids and the remaining percent by 
weight of sugar and/or spices. 

It is a creamy and luscious confec-
tion, that excites and animates the sens-
es and mind. Whichever your chocolate 
favorite, this creation melts invitingly on 
the tongue, longingly on the mind and 
deliciously from start to finish.  

The “other” chocolate we haven’t 
discussed yet has a locally fascinating 
history. 

Is white chocolate real chocolate? 
This is a frequently asked question and 
a hot debate. 

The FDA said to be called white 
chocolate, the candy must have at least 
20% cocoa butter, 14% milk solids, and 
3.5% milk fat – and no more than 55% 
sugar or other sweeteners. Vanilla is 
added for flavor, and a fatty substance 
called lecithin is in there as an emulsifier. 

White chocolate is first recorded to 
be used in Europe around 1930 by the 
Nestle Corporation in Switzerland. A 
fascinating fact is that local candy mak-
er, Hebert Candies in Shrewsbury, is 
credited with bringing this new choco-
late to our country! 

I had the privilege of having a con-
versation with Tamara Beland, Retail 
and Community Engagement for He-
bert Candies. Tamara was so gracious 
and accommodating as we discussed 
Hebert’s history, products and status. 

Hebert’s has been a New England 
staple since 1917, as one of the first 
roadside confectioners. The original 
chocolatier, Frederick Hebert, was the 
first to introduce white chocolate to this 
country after bringing the recipe back 
from Europe around 1955. 

Tamara confirmed that this recipe 
has been and still is in very strong de-
mand with customers. Hebert’s has in-
deed survived the COVID threat so far. 
Tamara reports strong holiday sales and 
shoppers still frequent the mansion, de-
spite COVID restrictions. 

We are indeed fortunate here in cen-
tral Massachusetts to have Hebert’s as a 
chocolate staple. Many of us can recall 
visiting the mansions and watching the 
candy being made. 

I am reminded of the film “Choco-
lat”. Juliette Binoche plays the myste-
rious woman that comes to the French 
village and sets up a chocolate shop. 

Soon, the residents have pushed a 
sort of reset button with their lives, the 
dreamy and intoxicating chocolate cre-
ations have unlocked secret yearnings 
and desires. Does chocolate have this 
power? 

Chocolate is perhaps the world’s best 
escape. The French believe that food is 
an experience, not just a necessity. 

When enjoyed, one should not be in 
a hurry. One should slow down and al-
low the experience of the food to take 
them wherever it wishes. 

When you experience your choco-
late, does it take you away? What does 
it make you long for? As long as the del-
icate flavors and smells take over your 
senses, the escape and pleasure are a 
wonder. 

Chocolate is many things. It is mys-
terious, elegant, majestic and complex. 

When you bite the head off that 
Easter bunny, pop in a Lindt truffle or 
sit down with a Godiva sampler, allow 
yourself the luxury and moment to sa-
vor and escape. You never know, you 
may have just shared a piece of food 
that gods enjoy.

CHOCOLATE   I  FROM PAGE 4

What about getting a head start with 
heat-loving vegetables, such as toma-
toes or peppers? Or even herbs like basil 
or flowers such as celosia, marigold or 
amaranths? Here is where the hot bed 
comes in.  

If  you have access to free, fresh ma-
nure, you are all set. The general idea is 
to build a mound about two feet tall of 
manure and bedding materials not older 
than six weeks and top it with soil you 
will be growing your seedling in, then 
top that with one of the frame set-ups 
described above.  

The heat generated from the manure 
will warm the soil and the surrounding 
air. Seeds should germinate easily and 
readily.  

It’s important not to set up your hot 
bed too early – mid April to early May 
is perfect because you will still need to 
be past the frost free date before plant-
ing the seedlings you’ve grown into the 
garden. Hot beds take a little trial and 
error, but are worth the experiment.  

When we used them at OSV, the seed-

lings grown within were always greener 
and sturdier than those I provided from 
our fancy greenhouse!

It was fun to think about getting a 
head start. Soon enough, soon enough!

Over the last decade, tremendous 
gains have been made in rose breeding, 
resulting in rose bushes that blend well 
into landscape plantings and require 
less maintenance for the homeowner. I 
still enjoy my heirlooms, and grow the 
Rugosa to remind me of the beach.  

Still others prefer climbers or hybrid 
teas. Whatever your sweetheart may 
fancy, indulge this Valentine’s Day in a 
gift that will keep on giving!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
31 years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

Historical Society hosts Emmy- 
winning director on March 15

NEW BRAINTREE – The New 
Braintree Historical Society presents 
“The Tapestry of Life” a presentation 
by Dan Hamilton on Friday, March 15 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the New Brain-
tree Historical Society Museum/1939 
Grade School, 10 Utley Road.

This is a free presentation sponsored 
by the New Braintree Historical Society.

A personal journey through histori-
cal, genealogical, and DNA research us-
ing a live demonstration of online tools, 
often used reference books, and ample 
time for Q & A.

Hamilton, a retired professional ac-
tor, and Emmy-winning director has 
spent the last 25 years exploring the ge-
nealogy and history of his own family, 
and that of friends and clients. He is a 
member of the Association of Profes-

sional Genealogy, The National Gene-
alogical Society, and holds an A-Grade 
Certificate in Genealogical Research 
from Boston University.

He is a lifetime member of the 
New Braintree Historical Society, the 
Quaboag Historical Society, served on 
the West Brookfield Historical Com-
mission where he produced the Lucy 
Stone Bicentennial Celebration in 2018, 
and most recently, produced the Brook-
field Historical Commission’s event; “A 
Robert Wilder Memorial Presentation: 
Honoring Brookfield’s First Inhabi-
tants.”

He is also a member of the Massa-
chusetts Archeological Society, the Ar-
chaeological Society of Virginia, the 
Planetary Society, and the Mayflower 
Society. He builds and maintains web-
sites, creates video documentaries on 
YouTube, and occasionally appears as 
a speaker.

Dan Hamilton presents 
‘The Tapestry of Life’

WEST BROOKFIELD – The West 
Brookfield Historical Commission 
is pleased to announce its 2024, 13th 
annual scholarship in the amount of 
$2000. 

Qualified students must reside in 
West Brookfield and may attend Quabo-
ag Regional High School, or be school-
choice students, homeschooled students 
and independent school students.

This award is made possible through 
the J. Irving and Jane L. England Char-
itable Trust. 

Application criteria
The students must be planning to 

attend either a four-year college/univer-
sity program or a two-year college with 
the intent to a transfer to a four-year 
college. 

The Commission will show prefer-

ence to study plans with concentration 
on history and history-related areas. 
Major or minors may include political 
science, social studies, anthropology, ar-
chaeology, historical preservation, mu-
seum studies and education in any of 
these related fields.

Applicants must submit a brief essay 
based on one of the notable persons or 
significant places listed on the applica-
tion. All necessary information and the 
application can be found on the West 
Brookfield Historical Commission web-
site. http://westbrookfield.org.

Essays are due no later than April 8 
and can be emailed to info@westbrook-
field.org or mailed to West Brookfield 
Historical Commission, P.O. Box 372, 
West Brookfield, MA 01585.

West Brookfield Historical Commission 
announces 2024 scholarship
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“Death & Taxes” was written by Pat 
Cook in association with Dramatic Pub-
lishing and directed by Jay Valencourt. 
Producer of “Death & Taxes” was Joe 
Chenevert and Paula Hinerth served as 
stage manager. 

Starring in “Death & Taxes” was 
Ruth Honthumb portraying Kathleen 
Lyles, the mayor of Hardwick and one 
of the Town Council members suspect-
ed of murder. 

Chenevert played the role of Eddie 
King, the editor of the Hardwick Her-
ald newspaper. Although deemed a sus-
pect, King is also working on a big story 
regarding this mysterious murder. 

Shelley Ingalls played Lydia Kleft, a 
sweet old lady who serves as secretary 
of the Town Hall. The audience will try 
to find out if  Lydia is really a sweet old 
lady or if  she is the culprit behind the 
mystery. 

Derek Ingalls portrayed Wesley 
Thorne, the sheriff  of Hardwick. Thorne 
can’t solve this case alone and must rely 

on his fellow Town Council members, 
even though they’re all suspects. 

Valencourt played Carl Johansen, 
citizen of Hardwick and a suspect to the 
murder. The body was found in his liv-
ing room. 

Amber King played Mattie Johan-
sen, Carl’s wife. 

Missy McDonald played Cora 
Sedgewick, a nosey neighbor and mem-
ber of the Town Council who is consid-
ered the “eyes and ears” of Hardwick. 
With a beer in one hand, binoculars in 
the other, Cora is determined to find the 
murderer, unless she’s putting on an act 
and is the murderer herself. 

Greg Afton played Dr. Efrem Bish-
op, the town doctor of Hardwick. All in 
good time, the audience will figure out if  
Bishop is a good doctor or an evil doc-
tor. 

Anne Adams played Evelyn Mar-
tindale, a drama teacher who takes the 
responsibility of notetaker and investi-
gator and asks all the interesting ques-
tions. 

During intermission, the audience 

enjoyed a chicken parmigiana dinner 
or rice and veggies as the main course. 
Salads and bread rolls were the appetiz-
ers and chocolate chip cookies were the 
dessert. 

During the dinner portion of the 
dinner theatre, guests got to tour 
around the stage area to find clues and 
determine who might be the murderer. 
Guests would then ask questions during 
part two of “Death & Taxes”. 

Towards the end of the show, guests 
received ballot cards to vote for who 
they thought the suspect was. For those 
who chose the correct guilty party, were 
entered into a drawing to receive a prize 
to go see the next show presented by the 
Theatre Guild of North Brookfield. 

The cast really enjoyed their first 
time performing at Hardwick Crossing 
Country Club and they always seek new 
locations to perform in.

“We roam wherever the audience ex-
pects us,” said Valencourt. 

The Theatre Guild of North Brook-
field usually performs two dinner the-
atre shows a year and intends to return 

to Hardwick Crossing. 
The most common performance spot 

for the Theatre Guild of North Brook-
field is the auditorium of North Brook-
field Elementary School. The school is 
mostly used for musicals. 

The theatre group also performs at 
Common Ground Ciderworks in North 
Brookfield and the North Brookfield 
Sportsman’s Club. 

According to Valencourt, one of the 
best parts about performing with the 
Theatre Guild of North Brookfield is its 
everlasting bonds of friendships.

“The friendships that are formed 
over the years is the best,” said Valen-
court. “We always love welcoming new 
talent.”

The next production from the The-
atre Guild of North Brookfield will be 
the musical, “Mamma Mia” during the 
first couple weeks of May. Shows will 
take place at the North Brookfield El-
ementary School Auditorium on May 3 
and 4 at 7:30 p.m.; May 5 at 2 p.m.; May 
10 and 11 at 7:30 p.m.; and May 12 at 
2 p.m. 

THEATRE   I  FROM PAGE 1

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

The banquet hall of Hardwick Crossing Country Club had a big turnout of guests enjoying the show and a dinner during intermission of “Death & Taxes”.  TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY RYAN DRAGO

The scene was set as the characters were in a town council meeting to discuss a mysterious murder that 
happened in town. 

The cast was interacting with the audience throughout the entire evening. 

Guests enjoyed a chicken parmigiana dinner during the intermission of “Death & Taxes”. 

Cora Sedgewick, portrayed by Missy McDonald, was 
the nosey neighbor in “Death & Taxes” and made her 
way through the dining hall during dinner time and 
intermission. 
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN LOIN END
or RIB EYE ROAST ................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK RIBS
COUNTRY STYLE ...................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 2/29/24-3/6/24

$222

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .....$219

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF EYE ROUND .................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TILAPIA FILLET .............................

USDA INSP. 

BREADED FISH WEDGE ...............

99¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST...................$399

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

$499

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
GOAT MEAT ............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS .......................$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$466
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

31/40 CT 
RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .................. lb

$999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$989
lb

BEEF SHOULDER 
ROAST or LONDON BROIL

CUT 
FREE Lenten Specials

$299

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Dear North Brookfield Community,
It is with great humility that I present 

myself as an independent candidate for 
Board of Selectmen. 

I was raised in North Brookfield. I re-
member being “poppy girl” one Memo-
rial Day, wearing my first communion 
dress as I placed flowers in a wreath on 
the Haston Library lawn. On summer 
days, I trekked into the woods with my 
friends to finally find the smallpox cave. 

I donned my blue apron as I started 
my first job at Victory Supermarket. 

In Gene Caille’s U.S. History classes, 
I learned the importance of communi-
ty involvement and civic responsibility. 
This led me to run for and secure my 
first office: President of North Brook-
field High School Class of 1990. 

When I entered the “adult world,” it 
was with stability, common sense, and 
the open-mindedness that comes from 
being raised in a small town. 

I went to Clark University on the 
Worcester County Alumni Scholarship. 
My experience at North Brookfield 
High School was so impactful that my 
senior year at Clark, I nominated my 
former history teacher, Leslie Munns, 
for their prestigious “Outstanding Sec-
ondary Educator of the Year” award, 
and you know what? She won. 

We won – Ms. Munns, North Brook-
field High School and North Brook-
field. 

Though I moved to a city out-of-state 
for several years for graduate school 
and to pursue a career in education, I 
chose to move back to North Brookfield 
to raise a family. I missed small-town 
culture, in which community and family 
are at the heart of our home. 

As I watched my daughter, Julia’s 
confidence bloom on Tabby LeBlanc’s 
basketball team and my son, Gavin’s 
self-assurance grow as a youth soccer 
referee, I was reminded why I came 
home. 

My experience as a K-12 public ed-
ucator and nonprofit university profes-
sor for the past 28 years has taught me 
many things. Most importantly, I have 
learned the value of being an indepen-
dent ear who enters conversations and 
considers issues with an open mind. 

In town government roles, impartial-
ity and non-partisanship are crucial. As 
a Board of Selectmen member, I would 
take this approach to gain your trust 
and respect.  

From our early history in shoe man-
ufacturing and rubber products to our 
Town House renovation and restoration 
project, North Brookfield serves as an 
example of ingenuity and resilience. 

As we hire our first Town Adminis-
trator, this is an exciting time. We have 
the opportunity to tap into our Admin-
istrator’s expertise and build a future 
that is both fiscally stable and socially 
responsible. 

I would very much like to be part of 
that effort.

As part of a community with such 
a rich history, my goal is to respect our 
past while helping build a future that 
makes Julia and Gavin want to raise 
their families here, too. 

My goal as a select person is to of-
fer an even-keeled, independent voice to 
our community. 

I have been a lifelong independent 
and enter this opportunity wanting to 
hear different perspectives. My mission 
as your selectperson will be to represent 
and promote what is best for the people 
of North Brookfield. 

We should all have a home our chil-
dren and grandchildren want to come 
back to.

I humbly ask for your vote on May 
6. Learn more about me at https://vote-
joan.org

With gratitude,
Joan Wilkinson Burkhardt

In the Jan. 19 edition of Quaboag 
Current I announced my candidacy 
for Selectman in North Brookfield, be-
cause I love this town and want to both 
strengthen and preserve it. 

As a longtime neighbor but relative 
newcomer to local politics, it only seemed 
proper to introduce myself further.

 My name is Vaughn Schlegel, and I’ve 
lived and worked in and around North 
Brookfield my entire life. I’m the proud 
father of a 3-year-old daughter, loving 
husband to a beautiful wife, a Christian, 
and a working man. Although I grew up 
in Spencer, New Braintree, Warren, and 
Ludlow, North Brookfield is where my 
family and I have planted our stake, and 
moving is not on the agenda. 

And while any place in the world 
could be improved in some way, some-
times preventing bad changes to won-
derful places is half the battle for a sin-
cere public servant.

 Growing up, I was a Boy Scout and 
served in NJROTC. I graduated from 
David Prouty High School before un-
dergraduate studies at Quinsigamond 
Community College, UMASS Dart-
mouth, and finally Becker College, 
where I graduated with a degree in 
Criminal Justice. Although not a Har-
vard man, I trust you won’t hold that 
against me.

 My professional career has spanned 
the economy like so many of us, from 
retail management to volunteer fire-
fighting, from tree trimming to insur-
ance investigations, and finally landed 
here as a City Letter Carrier for the 
North Brookfield Post Office, as well as 

Shop Steward for the National Associ-
ation of Letter Carriers. Because I feel 
strongly about the future of our town, I 
also serve proudly on our Finance Com-
mittee and Planning Board.

In my free time I love nothing more 
than spending time with friends and fam-
ily. But I am also an avid outdoorsman 
with a passion for hiking, water sports, 
weightlifting, and anything else that keeps 
me in shape for my appointed rounds. 

While history and politics have al-
ways been academic interests, I now 
hope to put them into practice for the 
benefit of our community.

Although we live in challenging 
times of political division and seri-
ous problems both here and across the 
United States, my approach to service in 
North Brookfield is simple and straight-
forward: do what is right by our people, 
with full honesty and candor, while pre-
serving our many attributes but also ad-
dressing what needs fixing. 

If you meet me on the campaign 
trail or just out and about in town, you 
might notice I’m not a polished politi-
cian with canned talking points. But 
you also won’t suspect I’m anything but 
a proud family man, patriot, and advo-
cate for our interests.

 I would be honored to receive your 
vote on May 6, and more importantly, 
go to work for you and North Brook-
field. Please visit my Facebook cam-
paign page “Vaughn Schlegel for Select-
man” for campaign updates, positions 
on the issues, and ways to help the effort.

Vaughn Schlegel

Joan Wilkinson Burkhardt 
announces candidacy

Introducing Vaughn Schlegel 
for Selectman

SPENCER – EXIT Real Estate Ex-
ecutives is pleased to announce that 
Lauren Gay has joined its growing team 
of dedicated real estate sales profession-
als.

EXIT Real Estate Executives, located 
at 130 West Main St., is a proud member 

of EXIT Realty New England’s rapidly 
expanding network of independently 
owned and operated brokerages across 
the region.

For more information, please visit 
www.exitrealty.com and www.joinexit-
realty.com.

Lauren Gay joins EXIT Real Estate Executives

BROOKFIELD – Democrats in 
Brookfield will meet on Saturday, 
March 2 at 10:30 a.m. in the Brookfield 
Town Hall to elect two delegates and an 
alternate to represent the town at the 
2024 Massachusetts Democratic Con-
vention. 

“For those interested in the 2024 
elections, your local caucus is a great 
way to learn about the political process 
and meet candidates and activists at the 
grassroots level,” said Brookfield Dem-
ocratic Town Committee Chair Danielle 
Kane in a press release. 

All registered and preregistered Dem-
ocrats in Brookfield who are at least 16 

years old by Feb. 15, 2024, are eligible 
to vote and run for the seats. Youth 
(ages 16-35), people with disabilities, 
people of color, veterans, members of 
the LGBTQ+ community not elected as 
delegates or alternates at the caucus are 
encouraged to apply for add-on seats by 
visiting massdems.org/massdems-con-
vention. 

The convention, which will vote to 
endorse its U.S. Senate candidate and to 
amend the party’s charter, will be held 
June 1 at the DCU Center in Worcester.

For more information about this and 
future events, please visit brookfielddtc.
org or email brookfield.dtc@gmail.com.

Brookfield Democrats to elect 
delegates to state convention



PAGE 8    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, March 1, 2024

- community -

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Home of Iowa State 

University
  5. __-fi (slang)
  8. Mottled green and 

yellow fruit
 12. Capable of 

thinking and 
expressing oneself 
clearly

 14. Sports broadcaster 
Eagle

 15. Midday
 16. Kinsmen
 18. Cable network
 19. Simpleton
 20. Brunch beverage
 21. Fed
 22. European capital
 23. Native inhabitants
 26. Mechanical device
 30. Rare geese native 

to Hawaii
 31. Bedroom 

furnishing
 32. The products of 

human creativity

 33. Mass transit 
option

 34. Made a mistake 
 39. Sacred sound 

symbol
 42. Large N. American 

reindeer
 44. Dull and flat
 46. Partner to huffing
 47. Written works
 49. Monetary unit of 

Serbia
 50. Midway between 

east and southeast
 51. Peninsula of 

southwestern Asia
 56. Widely used 

multiuser OS
 57. Aggressive dog
 58. Varnished
 59. Hindu queen
 60. Time units, abbr.
 61. Farm animals
 62. Capital of Latvia
 63. Where golfers 

begin
 64. Takes to civil court

CLUES DOWN
  1. One who 

graduated
  2. An inspired holy 

person
  3. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
  4. A place to store 

things
  5. Indian instrument
  6. Spanish saloon
  7. Whole number
  8. Not fastened
  9. Gives a boost
 10. Lounges about
 11. Interested in
 13. Remove salt
 17. Type of sword
 24. Naturally 

occurring solid 
material

 25. Gets involved 
without being 
invited

 26. Feline
 27. Bobby __, NHL 

champ

 28. “Kill Bill” actress 
Thurman

 29. Hawaiian dish
 35. Moroccan coastal 

region
 36. Baseball statistic
 37. Long period of time
 38. Moved earth
 40. Central 

Netherlands city
 41. Take stock of
 42. Central processing 

unit
 43. Distinctive qualities 

one generates
 44. Getting stuck
 45. Loss of bodily 

movements
 47. Veranda
 48. Abrupt
 49. What cats do
 52. Expresses pleasure
 53. Type of cheese
 54. Professional STEM 

organization
 55. Automatic data 

processing systems

From the desk of Colleen Mucha, 
Superintendent of QRSD

100 days of learning  
Students across the Quabbin Re-

gional School District recently celebrat-
ed 100 days of learning, which means 
100 days of building skills, 100 days of 
making friends, 100 days of doing hard 
things and 100 days of coming together 
as a community. 

This milestone is typically celebrated 
in our elementary schools with students 
engaging in learning activities that help 
them develop a deeper understanding 
of the “value” of 100.  It can be work-
ing with 100 objects or even dressing as 
if  you were 100 years old. 

This year our students and staff  
brought their best “100” game forward 
as evidenced in the photos.  

For our older students, this marks 
the mid-way point in the year. They are 
thinking about their academic success 
and/or struggle. They wonder about 
what is the right path for them? What 
might they want to do upon graduation? 

Many fear making the wrong choice 
or a choice that may not fit with what 
might be expected of them. When they 
see this article, they may yearn for the 
days of discovering the “value” of 100. 

Many may even embrace dressing 
like they were 100! 

It is normal for many high school 
students, especially underclassmen, to 
not know what career they are inter-
ested in beyond high school and which 
path is right for them. Students benefit 

from participating in internships, em-
ployment and other opportunities. 

This allows them to learn about 
themselves – do they enjoy working as 
part of a team, do they prefer to interact 
with others in a social way, or do they 
like hands-on work? 

Students can get these experiences 
here at Quabbin and they can partic-

ipate in internships both within the 
school setting and outside in our com-
munity. We held a career fair on Feb. 
28. Our students had the opportunity to 
learn about a variety of careers and talk 
to employers about possible opportuni-
ties for jobs and internships. 

This time of year is important for our 
rising grade nine-12 students as they be-
gin to choose courses for next year. The 
majority of students report that their 
family members have the  greatest influ-
ence on their post graduation plans. 

I encourage you to take a moment 
to pause and reflect with your child, 
grandchild, neighbor, etc. - no matter 
what age they are. Acknowledge what 
you notice that is a strength and unique 
to them.  Recognizing their ability to 
make others feel at ease or that they are 
artistic can help them to gain a sense of 
confidence and allow them to see their 
own strengths more clearly.  

Ask them which classes they enjoy 
most and why? Finding little moments 
over the years to talk about their inter-
ests and their strengths will go a long 
way in helping students as they consider 

careers beyond high school. 
Review the course offerings and talk 

about what might be a good fit. Some-
times, choosing something unexpected 
can open a world of possibilities.  

One hundred days marks a different 
moment for our Class of 2024. They 
are only 72 days away from graduation. 
Some may feel like they are ready to 
take on the world and others may feel 
like they need a little more time.  

What is true, is that there is tremen-
dous excitement amongst our Seniors. 
Some have been speaking with employ-
ers, recruitment officers and post sec-
ondary institutions. 

Our students plan to enter the work-
force, join the military and/or pursue 
college and educational experiences. At 
this point in the year, our seniors have 
been accepted into 77 colleges and uni-
versities and these notifications keep 
coming. 

Join me in celebrating the growth of 
all of our students in the Quabbin Re-
gional School District. We can’t wait to 
see what you accomplish in the second 
half of the year. #BeQuabbin

News from the Quabbin Regional School District

These Quabbin elementary students dressed like they were 100 years old. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Staff at the Quabbin District elementary schools made themselves look 100 years old.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WORCESTER—Led by the 
trio of senior Gabby Scanlon, 
junior Maya Gidopolous, and 
Sophie Webb, the top-seeded 
Lady Warriors completed the 
win with a 40-29 victory over 
the second-seeded Northbridge 
Rams in the girls Large School 
finals held at the Kneller Ath-
letic Center located in the mid-
dle of the Clark University 
campus, last Saturday night. 

“It’s an honor winning the 
Clark championship title, espe-
cially after watching my broth-
er’s team do it last night,” said 
Webb, who scored eight of her 
10 points during the first half. 
“Being able to win the title in 
the same year as my brother 
is a very special thing for my 
family. “It’s just an amazing 
feeling. Hopefully, we can win 
another Clark title next year.”

While Gidopolous, who 
scored a team-high 11 points in 

the finals, and Webb (10 points) 
will have an opportunity to de-
fend their Clark Large School 
title next February, it was the 
only Clark appearance for 
Scanlon (10 points), along with 
her classmates Riley West, and 
Nicki Vejack.

“We’ve played in other tour-
naments during the past cou-
ple of years, but we never won 
them,” said Scanlon, who’s a 
tri-captain with Vejack and 
West. “It feels great to win this 
tournament for the first time, 
especially after the boys won 
their game last night. We sup-
ported them and they were here 
supporting us tonight.”        

Sophomore Sophie Ezzo 
scored seven points off the 
bench for the Lady Warriors.

“Sophie doesn’t usually play 
a ton of minutes, but she always 
plays very hard anytime she’s 
on the court,” said Tantasqua 
head coach Andy Haley. “She 
gave us a spark off the bench in 

Tantasqua girls basketball are Clark Tournament champions. TURLEY PHOTO BY TIM PETERSON

Top-seeded Tantasqua girls win tournament

See TOURNAMENT PAGE 11

 By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WORCESTER—Prior to 
being named as the boys’ var-
sity basketball coach at Tan-
tasqua Regional, Scott Dion 
was the varsity coach at David 
Prouty for 11 seasons. 

Winning a Clark Tourna-
ment championship title was 
one of the things that Dion 
couldn’t accomplish as either 
a player or coach at his alma 
mater. 

That dream became a real-
ity last Friday night, as Dion 
guided the sixth-seeded War-
riors to a 44-42 victory over 

fourth-seeded and SWCL-A 
rival Millbury in the 83rd Clark 
Tournament Large School 
championship game before a 
standing room only crowd at 
the Kneller Athletic Center lo-
cated on the Clark University 
campus.

“I was the head coach at 
Prouty for eleven years and 
when I took the Tantasqua job, 
I thought my dream of win-
ning a Clark Championship 
Title was done. At that time, 
Tantasqua wasn’t eligible for 
the Clark Tournament. We’re 
now Clark eligible and winning 
a championship game is a treat 
for me personally. Growing up 

in Spencer, I know all about 
the history of this outstanding 
tournament.” 

Before coaching his team in 
the large school finals last Fri-
day night, Dion watched the 
second-seeded David Prouty 
Panthers lose to top-seeded 
Maynard, 68-55, in the small 
school finals. 

Tantasqua (14-7), who be-
came eligible for the Clark 
Tournament for the first time 
in many years a year ago, lost 
to Grafton High School in the 
quarterfinals. 

Their journey in this year’s 
Clark tourney lasted a little bit 

Tantasqua boys basketball captured the Clark Tournament Large School Championship last week. TURLEY PHOTO BY TIM PETERSON

Tantasqua takes victory in Clark Tournament

See TANTASQUA | PAGE 11

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WORCESTER—The fans 
of the Quabbin girls’ varsity 
basketball team who attended 
last Wednesday night’s Central 
Mass. Athletic Directors Asso-
ciation Class B championship 
game at Worcester State Uni-
versity witnessed a little bit of 
history.

The top-seeded Lady Pan-
thers captured the Class B cham-
pionship title by posting a 35-23 
victory over the second-seeded 
Notre Dame Rebels.  

“It took a special group of 
kids to achieve this champion-

ship,” said Quabbin head coach 
Evan Barringer. “Tonight’s 
game is kind of a microcosm 
of our whole season. It was a 
very close game until our four 
seniors and sophomore Mia 
Ducos, who always plays like 
a senior, took over. Our senior 
leadership was probably the 
biggest difference in tonight’s 
game.” 

The last time that the Quab-
bin girls’ basketball team won 
a sectional title was during the 
1975-76 season when they were 
the District 3 small schools 
champions.

“Winning this champion-

Panthers take Central 
Mass. title

Mia Ducos faces off with an opponent as she looks for a path to the hoop. TURLEY PHOTO 
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

See PANTHERS | PAGE 10
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ship game is extremely special and it 
goes beyond just putting a banner on 
the wall in our gym,” said Quabbin se-
nior co-captain Hannah Baxter, who 
scored nine points in the Class B. Fi-
nals. “The four seniors have changed the 
culture of this basketball team for the 
better during the past couple of years. 
We’ve come so far, and we’ve worked 
so hard to achieve this championship. I 
hope this is something that our younger 
basketball players can strive for in the 
coming years.”     

The other three Quabbin se-
nior-co-captains are Meg Doyle (9 
points), Riley Bassett (6 points), and 
Brianna Whitelaw. 

“We did start off the game slowly be-
cause we hadn’t played a game in this 
type of atmosphere before,” said Doyle, 
who was the Lady Panthers leading 
scorer during the regular season. “We 
played much better during the second 
half, especially in the third quarter. We 
just played the game at our pace.”  

Ducos scored nine of her team lead-
ing 11 points during the second half.

“All of our points were spread out 
between several different players,” Bar-
ringer said. “Everyone did their job and 
that’s why we’re champions.” 

The Lady Panthers, who had a 
16-4 overall record, advanced into the 
CMADA championship game follow-
ing a 53-41 semifinal home victory over 
fourth-seeded Blackstone Valley Tech 
on February 16.   

Quabbin also defeated Notre Dame, 
50-44, in a non-league road game at the 
beginning of February. Ducos scored a 
team-high 21 points while the four Lady 
Panthers seniors combined to score the 
other 29 points in that contest.   

Just like she has done before home 
games this season, Quabbin junior 
Leanna Leger sang the National An-
them prior to the opening tipoff of the 
Class B finals. 

Playing under the bright lights of a 
college size basketball court for the first 
time did take the Quabbin players a lit-
tle while to get used too.   

“We were a little bit nervous at the 
start of the game,” Ducos said. “Our 
main goal was to win tonight’s game 
and we executed a lot better in the sec-
ond half.”  

The Rebels (7-13), who lost to Tyngs-
borough, 54-47, in last year’s Class B fi-
nals on the same court, held the lead for 
almost the first three quarters.

Maddie Dugan, who’s the only se-
nior listed on the Rebels varsity basket-
ball roster, scored seven points in the 
opening quarter, which helped her team 
build an 11-6 lead entering the second 
quarter.  

Dugan finished the game with 11 

points and was the Rebels only player to 
reach double digits. 

Notre Dame junior Addison Pong, 
who entered the Class B championship 
game as the second-leading girls’ scorer 
in Central Mass. was held to a season 
low of five points. 

“Addison Pong is a great basketball 
player, but we stepped into the lanes and 
drew several charges in tonight’s game,” 
Barringer said. “We also switched from 
3-2 to a 2-3 zone in the second half and 
we didn’t let her have very many shot 
attempts. We always try to shut down 
the other team’s leading scorer in every 
game that we play.”

A Doyle 3-pointer from the left side 
and a Baxter base-line jumper, which 
were Quabin’s only field goals of the 
second quarter, tied the score for the 
first time at 11-11 with 3:05 remaining 
in the opening half. 

In the final seconds of the first half, 
eighth grader Julianne Kelly (5 points) 
made a free throw sending the Rebels 
into the locker room holding a slim 12-
11 halftime lead.

The turning point of the game took 
place during the final three minutes of 
the third quarter and the first three min-
utes of the final quarter, as the Lady 
Panthers put together an 11-0 run. 

After receiving a pass from Bassett, 
Baxter made an inside basket closing 
the gap to 17-15. 

Then the score was tied for the sec-
ond time following a fastbreak lay-up 
by Doyle.

Ducos also made back-to-back lay-
ups giving Quabbin a 21-17 lead with 
1:55 left in the third quarter.  

Baxter scored the final three points 
of the Lady Panthers run early in the 
fourth quarter. 

NDA couldn’t get any closer than 
five points the rest of the way. 

With 42.9 seconds left on the score-
board clock, Ducos made a pair of free 
throws pushing the Lady Panthers ad-
vantage to twelve points (35-23), which 
was their largest lead of the ballgame.  

Following a turnover, Ducos drib-
bled the ball as the final seconds ticked 
off the scoreboard clock before cele-
brating with her teammates. 

“I knew that we could win this 
game,” Ducos said. “Once we took the 
lead in the second half, we played with 
a lot more energy and we executed a lot 
better.”  

Quabbin, who won their fifth con-
secutive game, had a week off before 
beginning their journey in the Division 
3 state tournament. The 18th-seeded 
Lady Panthers were scheduled to play a 
road game against the 15th-seeded East 
Bridgewater Vikings (14-8) in a round 
of 32 contest on Wednesday night.  
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Riley Bassett goes for a layup. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. 
SCIBELLI

Brooke Austin circles the perimeter.

Meaghan Doyle goes for a jump shot in traffic.

Hannah Baxter tries to get out of the paint after making a rebound.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – The third and final 
round of the 2023-2024 league season 
began for the Commercial Elks League. 

Finishing in first place was Life is 
Good with a record of 30-10 to secure 
a playoff spot at the end of the season. 
The Champs R Here finished in second 
place at 26.5-13.5. 

Acres finished in third place at 24-16. 
Team BK finished at 23-17, Compres-
sion at 19.5-20.5, Blue B’s at 19-21 and 
Last in Line at 17-23. Life is Good will 
be joining Compression in the playoffs 
at the end of the season. 

To start off the new round, Life is 
Good bowled against The Champs R 
Here. In game one, The Champs took 
the first game by a score of 371-353. In 
game two, Life is Good evened up the 
match by winning the second game 391-
373. 

Filling in for Life is Good is Bryan 
Surprise who had a big game in the sec-
ond scoring 134. In game three, Champs 
R Here won the last game by a score of 
381-372. Champs R Here won total pin-
fall by a final score of 1125-1116.

Last in Line bowled against Blue B’s 
in week one of round three. In game 
one, Blue B’s won 373-333. In game two, 

Blue B’s won again 354-352. In game 
three, Blue B’s won for a three-game 
sweep over Last in Line by a score of 
363-358. 

Total pinfall was won by Blue B’s 
1090-1043. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
The Thursday Night Mixed League 

continues in the second round of the 
candlepin league season. As of Feb. 15, 
Team One is in a tie for first place with 
Team Four. Both teams have a record of 
19-13. 

Team One bowled against Team 
Three on the night of Thursday, Feb. 
22. In game one, Team One took the 
first game 455-402. Sean Comerford of 
Team One bowled his best game of the 
season, 127. 

In game two, Team One was the win-
ner yet again by a score of 413-392. In 
game three, Team One took the third 
game 430-364. Team One took total 
pinfall by a final score 1298-1158. 

Team Four bowled against Team Six. 
In game one, Team Six won the first 
game by a score of 399-369. In game 
two, Team Six won again by a score of 
428-402. Ron Restaino of Team Six led 
the team in game two by bowling a 109. 

In game three, Team Six won the 
third game for a three-game sweep over 
Team Four. Team Six scored 430 and 
Team Four scored 413. Team Six won 
total pinfall by a final score of 1257-
1184.  

Candlepin League News
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tonight’s game. She just did a great job.”
Tantasqua junior Maggie Johnson 

only points of the Clark finals came on 
a lay-up late in the second quarter.    

During the past couple of years, the 
Lady Warriors (17-4) competed in the 
Westborough Girls Basketball Invita-
tional Tournament during the February 
school vacation week. They made their 
first appearance in the Clark Tourna-
ment.

“The girls were here last night for 
the boys’ game, and they watched them 
celebrate their win in the championship 
game,” said Haley, who also attended 
the boy’s game. “It was an opportunity 
for them to see how much fun it’ll be if  
we could win tonight’s game. It’s awe-
some that the players on both basket-
ball teams support each other.”      

Tantasqua, who have won seven 
games in a row, began the Clark Tour-
nament by dispatching eighth-seeded 
Oakmont Regional, 33-17 in the quar-
terfinals, which was held at Grafton 
High School. They then squeaked out a 
30-26 win over fourth-seeded Millbury 
in the semifinals, which took place at the 
Kneller Athletic Center.

The Lady Warriors will now enter 
the Division 3 state tournament as the 
13th-seed. They’re scheduled to host 
20th-seeded Dennis-Yarmouth in a 
round of 32 game at 5pm on Friday 
night. The boys’ team will also be facing 
Dennis-Yarmouth in the second game 
of the doubleheader.      

It was the third meeting of the 2023-
24 season between the Tantasqua and 
Northbridge girls’ basketball teams, 
who are SWCL-A Division rivals.

The Rams (15-6) pulled out a 45-38 
win at the Tantasqua Field House on 
January 8. 

A month later, the Lady Warriors 
evened the season series with a 38-29 
road victory.

A year ago, Northbridge lost to 
Grafton, 46-27, in the Clark Large 
School finals. 

While the Tantasqua boys’ team had 
to overcome an 11-point second half  

deficit to defeat SWCL-A rival Millbury 
in their championship game, the Lady 
Warriors never trailed in last Saturday’s 
game.

With 5:04 left in the first quarter, 
Gidopolous was fouled while making a 
lay-up. She made the bonus free throw 
giving the Lady Warriors a 6-1 advan-
tage.

Northbridge junior Molly Gah-
an, who led the way offensively with a 
game-high 21 points, scored the next 
five points which tied the score for the 
first time.

With a minute remaining in the first 
quarter, Webb made her second 3-point-
er, which helped her team keep the lead.

Gahan scored an inside hoop mak-
ing a one point game entering the sec-
ond stanza.

Two minutes into the second quarter, 
Gidopolous was fouled while making a 
3-pointer from the right corner. She also 
made the free throw completing the rare 
four point play, which gave the Lady 
Warriors a 17-8 lead.

Just like in the opening quarter, the 
Rams came storming back. 

Senior Erika Dresp (4 points) made 
a 3-pointer from the left side before Ga-
han scored her team’s five points tying 
the score for the second time at 17-17 
with a little more than two minutes re-
maining in the first half.   

The Lady Warriors, who held a 
slim 20-18 halftime lead, outscored the 
Rams, 7-4, during the third quarter. 
Ezzo scored five of those points and 
Scanlon also made a lay-up, which hung 
on the rim for a second before dropping 
into the net.

Scanlon made two more lay-ups at 
the start of the fourth quarter, which 
pushed the Lady Warriors’ lead to 31-
22. 

Tantasqua’s lead reached double dig-
its at 37-27 late in the game following a 
drive by Gidopolous.

Then Scanlon made three foul shots, 
which allowed the Tantasqua faithful 
supporters to celebrate back-to-back 
Clark titles.   
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longer.  
After blowing out third-seeded West-

borough, 80-47, in the quarterfinals at 
Shepherd Hill Regional, the Warriors 
beat seventh-seeded Oakmont Region-
al, 52-30, in the semifinals at the Kneller 
Athletic Center.

“We lost in the quarterfinals last year 
and for us to win a championship in our 
second year eligible for this tournament 
is very special,” Dion said. “This is one 
of the best feelings in the world.”                

Tantasqua and Millbury (17-6) split 
the two regular season meetings. 

The Warriors took an early 4-0 lead 
in the Clark Finals following field goals 
by junior James Sciaraffa (13 points) 
and junior Elijah Webb, who scored a 
game-high 15 points. 

With the help of two three-pointers 
each by senior Kenny Donnelly, who 
scored 11 of his team-high 14 points in 
the first half, and sophomore Jimmer 
Donnelly (8 points) the Woolies held 
a 14-9 lead at the end of the opening 
quarter. 

In the two regular season games 
against Tantasqua, Kenny Donnelly, 
who was battling the flu in the Clark 
championship game, scored 21, and 22 
points. He made a total of nine 3-point-
ers in those two games.  

Tantasqua senior Jack Rapose, who 
only scored two points, did a good job 
of defending against Kenny Donnelly.

“Kenny scored more than 20 points 
both times we played Millbury during 
the regular season,” Dion said. “Jack 
did a very good job of guarding him in 
tonight’s game. He also limited his three 
points shots. Jack is a very smart basket-
ball player.”  

The other two Tantasqua seniors are 
Colm McGrath (3 points), and Bryce 
Tessier (6 points). 

The Warriors continued to struggle 
offensively in the second quarter, and 
they were trailing, 28-17, at halftime. 

“We knew it was going to be a tough 
battle for us to comeback in the sec-
ond half, but I knew that we could do 
it,” McGrath said. “I have a lot of faith 
in these guys and it’s just an awesome 

feeling. This is probably the best win of 
my varsity career. This is a very special 
tournament and I hope it never ends.”   

The Warriors began their comeback 
in the third quarter.

Back-to-back 3-pointers by Webb 
sliced the Warriors deficit to 30-25 with 
5:10 left in the third quarter.

“I just did my job and so did my 
teammates,” Webb said. “I really can’t 
describe my feelings right now. It’s just 
an amazing feeling. I’m hoping we can 
make it back here again next year.”     

With 2:30 left in the third, a driving 
lay-up by Sciaraffa closed the gap to 35-
32,

The duo of Sciaraffa and Webb com-
bined to score 14 of the Warriors 17 
third quarter points. Tessier also added 
an old-fashioned three-point play.

Trailing, 39-34, at the end of the third 
quarter, the Warriors held the Woolies 
to just three points during the final eight 
minutes. 

The Warriors cut their deficit to 42-
40 following a lay-up by sophomore 
Sam Pieczynski (5 points) in the middle 
of the fourth quarter.

McGrath made a free throw a minute 
later, which closed the gap to one point. 

After several turnovers and missed 
shots by both teams, Sciaraffa made the 
biggest basket of the game. His 3-point-
er from the left side with 25 seconds left 
in regulation gave the Warriors a 44-42 
lead for the first time since the begin-
ning of the opening quarter.

“I’m not normally a 3-point shooter, 
but I was wide open, and I decided to 
take a shot,” Sciaraffa said. “We beat a 
very good Millbury team. We have a lot 
of respect for them.” 

The Woolies had a couple of chances 
to tie the score or retake the lead down 
the stretch, but they missed a 3-pointer 
and a lay-up before the Warriors players 
celebrated winning a Clark title for the 
first time.

The Warriors, who are the ninth seed 
in the Division 3 state tournament, are 
scheduled to host 24-th-seeded Den-
nis-Yarmouth in a round of 32 game on 
Friday night.      
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PALMER – Last week, Pathfinder 
boys basketball participated in non-
playoff action, hosting Mt. Grey-
lock. The Pioneers would be tied at 
halftime, but ultimately were edged 
by the Mountie 60-57 last Wednesday 
night. In the loss, Richie Gula had 27 

points while Hunter Griswold scored 
17 points. Adam Slonka added 10 
points. The Pioneers drew a local 
matchup for the Division 5 state tour-
nament, and played at Palmer High 
School earlier this week.

Pioneers fall in finale before playoffs

Richie Gula heads for the layup. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Adrien Moskovitz angles toward the left side of the court 
as Pathfinder takes over on offense.

Seth Mitchell drives into the paint.

Hunter Griswold one-hands a pass under pressure. Cayden Bousquet tries to get around a Mt. Greylock 
guard.
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of February featured an ice skating 
craft, a “love birds” craft, a bird seed 
feeder craft last week, and this week, 
polar bears.

What will March hold for fun crafts 
to do with friends? 

She gets inspiration for crafts from 
Pinterest, various national holidays, and 
creates craft ideas that encourage the 
growth of fine motor skills (like cutting) 
and learning about something new. 

“I love seeing the enjoyment the 
kids get, and being able to interact with 
them,” Lamb said. 

In the next few months, there will be 
a new program called “Read, Renew, 
Repeat” which will include summer 
reading activities, and themes surround-
ing nature, animals, and self-love. 

“I hope the kids develop an apprecia-
tion for nature. I want to get them more 
in touch with nature through programs 
and reading books,” Lamb said about 
the upcoming program. 

Lamb enjoys finding different ways 
to interact with the library’s youth and 
engage them in new and exciting things. 

There will be an upcoming Easter 

egg hunt, one indoors and one out-
doors, with the times and official dates 
to be determined. Keep a look out for 
updates. 
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perature, though not tropical, was sea-
sonably warm enough as one entered 
West Brookfield’s historic First Congre-
gational Church for the Feb. 21 Winter 
Farmers Market.

On turning left and walking to the 
side, we come upon a man known as the 
Chairman of the Board.

The great singer, Frank Sinatra, was 
known as the Chairman of the Board 
as he crooned his way to the top of the 
charts. If  you expect to hear the voice 
of the late famous vocalist, you’re in the 
wrong place.

Instead, there are real boards and 
the artist who actually transforms them 
into shapes both interesting and useful.

Wayne Boulette may not have been 
born to work in wood, but that has not 
stopped him from making a career of it. 
Carpenter was his job, having worked 
for Masiello Construction as a union 
member. 

A bit less than two decades ago, he 
retired…sort of. He spent a few years 
building garages, and again retired…
sort of.

Since then, he took on a job title that 
has some meaning, Chairman of the 
Board, with no singing involved.

Of course, he could have called him-
self Chairman of the Boards, as there 
are a lot of them.

There are typical cutting boards, 
charcuterie boards, rolling pins, spe-
cialty shape cheeseboards and butter 
boards. One unique design that is not 
for the kitchen, but might encourage 
saving is the wooden piggy bank on 
rockers.

All of them were made locally, that 
is, just next door in North Brookfield 
where Boulette resides.

The business is veteran as well as dog 
lover owned. Boulette donates most of 
the profits to the ASPCA. His dogs are 
two poodles, Mini and Rascal from the 
same mother.

He and his wife, Karen, have human 
children also, with kids and careers of 
their own. 

The Chairman of the Board will be 
at the Summer Market, and in the fall, 
at the Apple Country Fair in Brookfield.

Coaching with Deb Maclin
Attending the farmers market, as 

you enter or leave the Church, there is 
a small room just off to the side that is 
separate, but still part of the market.

Why is this so?

A bit of privacy is necessary as 
coaching is being done, one on one, 
by Deb Maclin. She is at the market as 
Quantum Breakthroughs.

Maclin and family dealt with health 
issues about 16 years ago and since then 
she has been on a journey of “coaching 
for wellness with holistic healing tools 
so that people and even animals can re-
set, recover and re-claim their natural 
states of wholeness — health, vitality 
and creative power.”

The desire to help people make the 
most of their abilities started small. It 
was the learning of techniques and at-
taining of licensure and certifications.

Maclin emphasizes, she is a coach, 
not a doctor.

Most would agree that a system over-
loaded by stressors can’t function opti-
mally, and this is where a coach is valu-
able, helping one to learn to clear stress, 
and harmonize body mind and spirit.

Different kinds of biofeedback can 
help to gather information about stress 
in the mind-body-spirit system. Maclin 
utilizes a software-based system as well 
as one of applied kinesiology known as 
The Wholeness Method. 

With coaching, clients can learn 
to use this feedback to tap into inner 
strengths, use the body’s energy systems 
to de-stress, and relax, thus gaining 
calm, clarity and energy to move for-
ward.

If you are experiencing pain, Maclin 
is having a special offer. She uses kine-
siology working as a licensed Spiritual 
Health Coach, certified Biofeedback 
Specialist, and a Stress and Pain Man-
agement Specialist, and a Natural Ther-
apies Coach and has been since 2007.

Maclin points out that, though 
pain is inevitable, suffering is optional. 
“Whether you feel a little sore or in-
tensely uncomfortable, you can increase 
your comfort and ease and work toward 
lasting relief.”

She is also offering a free 15-minute 
phone consult for those wanting more 
information and to decide on a pain re-
lief session. One can leave a message by 
calling 413-559-7153.

Also available at the market are ses-
sion gift certificates, handcrafted botan-
icals for body garden and pets. There 
are also affordable 20-minute sessions.

There is more information at the 
website: QuantumBreakthroughs.com.

Wayne Boulette, known as the Chairman of the Board is shown with some of his cutting boards. TURLEY PHOTO 
BY RICHARD MURPHY 
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Children assembled 3-D polar bears. TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Miss Bri is shown reading to the group during this past Tuesday’s story time.

Children and their parents put together their polar bear crafts with Miss Bri.

Connect with us online
Quaboag Current 

N E W S P A P E R
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DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Enrichment Camps!

Digital Storytelling  •  Studio Arts & Crafts  •    Flag Football  
Book Blasters & Word Wizards •  Bement Does Broadway & more!

Visit Bement.org/summer for 
more information and to register.
Register early! 

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well 
as local area experts, enrichment camps are 
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check 
the website for specific offerings each week.

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering 
grades k-8.

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21 
SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28  
SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 
SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS 
AND GET 7TH WEEK 
FREE!

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 

Arts and crafts, 
swimming, nature 
programs, hiking 
and more. Lunch is 
included. Before and after 
care is available.

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

 

 

 

Mass Stable License  
# 1472 

Mass Riding Instructor 
License 
# 5391 

Boarding, Leasing, Lessons, Training, Trailering 
P.O. 873 - 53 Ware Rd. Belchertown, MA 01007 

Phone (413) 813-9291 - Fax (413) 323-4999  
E-mail—Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 

 

 

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 • July 22-25 • July 29-Aug 2
Aug 5-9 • Aug 12-16 • Aug 19-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

10 Themed Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Toddler 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

 Race into summer at Camp MacDuffi e! Space is
limited 
so don’t 
wait!

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true 
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp programs include:
Arts • Athletics • Creative Writing • Dance • Theater • Science • And More!

The MacDuffi e School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
July 1 - August 16

Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s • And More!

Week 1: July 1 - 5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.110

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Summer 
Camps  
in Performing Arts,  
Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available
sbschool.org/summer
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

HOUSE 
CLEANING
HOUSE CLEANING

Also cleaning/organizing of base-
ment, garage, shed and finished attics. 
Charge according to job. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-536-3697, David.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC. Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling 
removal. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

FOR SALE SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

FOR SALE

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙    SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME LEAD CUSTODIAN

United Congregational Church of Holy-
oke. Custodian wanted to ensure the 
upkeep and cleanliness of our building. 
Application and complete job descrip-
tion available at www.uccholyoke.org/
contact/employment-opportunities or 
submit a cover letter and resume to 
office.uccholyoke@gmail.com 
or call 413-532-1483.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF WEST 

BROOKFIELD 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
Pursuant to Massachusetts 

General  Laws,  Chapter 
30A, 18-25, as amend-
ed by Chapter 28 of the 
Acts of 2009, The Wetlands 
Protection Act, the West 
Brookfield Conservation 
Commiss ion  wi l l  ho ld 
a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n 
WEDNESDAY March 6, 
2024 at 6:00 pm in the first 
floor meeting room, West 
Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East 
Main Street.
6:10 – Public Hearing:
•RDA – 7 Rodman Street – 
Gerald Nichols – Retaining 

wall reconstruction
•NOI Continuation – Rte. 
9  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d 
Rehabilitation
03/01/24

TOWN OF WEST 
BROOKFIELD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Notice is hereby given that 
in accordance with the provi-
sions of M.G.L Chapter 40A, 
Section 9, and Section 11 
Back Lot Permit, of the West 
Brookfield Zoning Bylaws, 
the Planning Board will open 
a public hearing on Monday 
March 18 2024 at 7:00 pm 
in the Town Hall Meeting 
Room, 2 East Main Street, for 
the following application:

Justin Paquette of 103 
Rice Corner Rd, Brookfield 
seeks Special Permit approval 
to create a Backlot, approx-
imately 6.5 acres at 141 
and 143 Shea Road, West 
Brookfield.  

Interested parties may 
review the plan at the office 
of the Town Clerk in the 
Town Hall, 2 East Main 
Street, West Brookfield. A 
copy is posted on the display 
board outside of the Town 
Hall. 

The Board invites all inter-
ested parties to attend the 
public hearing. 

Rebekah Cornell
Chairwoman

03/01, 03/08/24

- legal notices -

their best foot forward to give our kids 
these opportunities, which is outstand-
ing,” Duff said.

Warren’s total operating assessment 
is proposed at $4,375,731 ($21,644 or 
0.5% over last year) and West Brook-
field’s total operating assessment is 
$4,560,838 ($81,386 or 1.76% over last 
year).

“When you look at the overall net as-
sessment to the town,” Duff told War-
ren Board of Selectmen. “We’ve never 
been at .05% before.” 

Duff credited part of this to regional 
transportation reimbursement. 

Duff said it’s also important to note 
the school district’s efforts to be efficient 
including partnering with the towns 
for a Green Communities grants which 
helped fund and HVAC upgrade at 
Warren Community Elementary School 
and a lighting upgrade at West Brook-
field Elementary School. 

Energy and lighting upgrades 
through National Grid were also com-
pleted at Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School and at each elementary 
school.

Since these upgrades have been com-
pleted, Duff said the school district has 
seen a decrease in daily heating oil us-
age. He said the school district will con-
tinue to track the gallons used per day 
to make adjustments to the fiscal year 
2026 heating oil line item. 

“The total project efficiencies were 
$1.5 million that the district took on in 
one year,” Duff said. “We’re going from 
140,000 to 40,000 kilowatts per hour…
[in five years] we’re going to see some 
very significant savings for the towns, 
both in fuel and electricity”

The total projected cost to local as-
sessments for these efficiency projects is 
$56,000 (or $942 per month) over five 
years. 

Duff said the school district has re-
ceived a number of competitive grants 
thanks to the efforts Assistant Super-
intendent of Development Madeline 
Smola and Facilities Director Marc 
Astrella. Total grants received equaled 
$1,963,555.

Grants received include Growing 
Literacy Equity Across Massachusetts, 
Innovation Pathways, Social Emotional 
Learning, High Quality Instructional 
Materials, 21st Century, After School 
and Out of School Time, Acceleration 
Academy, Student Opportunity Act 
and Ignite!

“If you take that and combine it with 
what we’ve done in energy efficiencies, 
you’re looking at roughly $3.4 million 
in grants and energy efficiencies, which 
ultimately help impact the local assess-
ment,” he said. Duff said the school 
district is looking at this as a long term 
solution because it’s a six year project. 

Duff said the total operating as-
sessment increased by $103,051, with 
$21,644 to Warren and $81,386 to West 
Brookfield.

For Warren, the transportation as-
sessment is expected to decrease by 
$118,603 and for West Brookfield by 
$90,170. 

Contributing factors to budget 
changes for FY 25 include salary in-
creases (an increase of $357,857 or 3%), 
Medicaid ($5,188 or 2.8%), transporta-
tion ($29,191 or 2%), special education 
tuition ($117,738 or 7.5%), insurance 
($171,899 or 6.4%), special educa-
tion transportation ($8,851 or -1.1%), 
fuel ($54,525 or -15%) and electricity 
($83,530 or -26%).

“There’s pros and cons,” Duff said of 
these factors. 

The School Committee will vote on 
the proposed budget on March 18.

BUDGET   I  FROM PAGE 1

During the week of Feb. 19-25, the 
East Brookfield Police Department re-
sponded to 139 building/property checks, 
77 directed area patrols, seven traffic con-
trols, 12 radar assignments, six emergen-
cy 911 calls, three complaints, one fraud, 
one identity theft, three citizen assists, six 
assist other agencies, three investigations, 
one safety hazard, three animal calls and 
45 motor vehicle stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Monday, Feb. 19
1:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Investigated
9:56 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

West Main Street, Services Rendered
4:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Howe Street, Arrest(s) Made

Tuesday, Feb. 20
8:28 a.m. Investigation, South Pond 

Road, Negative Contact
9:19 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 

of Town, Spoken To
9:49 a.m. Investigation, Connie 

Mack Drive, Dispatch Handled
11:57 a.m. Complaint, Harrington 

Lane, Spoken To
12:56 p.m. Fraud, Connie Mack 

Drive, Report Taken
3:41 p.m. Safety Hazard, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
3:56 p.m. Assist Citizen, High Rocks 

Road, Spoken To

Wednesday, Feb. 21
11:40 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Un-

known, Dispatch Handled
1:30 p.m. Identity Theft, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
4:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
5:06 p.m. Radar, Route 49, Citation 

Issued
5:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
5:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:01 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, East Main Street, Negative 
Contact

8:19 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 
of Town, Negative Contact

10:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Flagg 
Road, Citation Issued

Thursday, Feb. 22
4:46 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Officer Handled
9:10 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 

Howe Street, Officer Handled
1:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown, 

Spoken To
1:40 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Un-

known, Officer Handled

1:43 p.m. Assist Other Agency, West 
Sturbridge Road, Dispatch Handled

2:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

Friday, Feb. 23
9:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Me-

chanic Street, Citation Issued
10:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
11:03 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Report Taken
5:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
8:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
11:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued

Saturday, Feb. 24
2:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Podunk Road, Report Taken
8:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
9:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Me-

chanic Street, Citation Issued
10:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
11:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
11:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
11:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
3:06 p.m. 911 Trespass, Blaine Ave-

nue, Taken to Family/Guardian
8:46 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, Mechanic Street, Negative Con-
tact

9:17 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 
Operations, Route 49, No Action Re-
quired

Sunday, Feb. 25
9:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9:32 a.m. Investigation, West Main 

Street, Investigated
11:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Vehicle Towed
12:30 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Services Rendered
1:55 p.m. Assist Other Agency, North 

Street, Negative Contact

East Brookfield Police Log
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SEE OUR AMAZON STORE!
BILL’S BEST DEALS
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!! 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
PRESEASON BIKE SALE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea 
REALTOR®

978-434-1990 • Dorrinda@C21lovett.com

Call me...I’m ready to help YOU in 2024!

Who had the #1 market share in
WARE for 2023?

I’m not just your REALTOR®...
I’m your NEIGHBOR!

THIS 
GIRL!

Data from 01/01/23-
12/31/23 MLSPin

435 Lower Rd., Gilbertville, MA 01031

774-289-3016
Business Hours:

Monday - Friday 8am-4pm • Sunday Closed
Saturday By Appointment Only

Support Your 
Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
Bring more shoppers to your door with 

locally focused advertising
in our weekly community newspapers.

Call Dan at 413-967-3505 
for rates & information

♦ Small Lawn Mowing
♦ Stone Wall Repair
♦ Spring Clean Up
♦ House Painting 

♦ Deck Repair
♦ Small Tree Jobs

LEADMINE 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

We have all your 
clean up 
needs.

Prompt Service ♦ Reasonable Rates
 Easily Reachable

KEN GAUMOND
774.318.0460

mountainlion757@gmail.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 11-14 .. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

NIGHT 
CANADA & 
NEW 
ENGLAND 
CRUISE 
Norwegian Gem – 
Departing August 30
Call now – 
Availability Limited!

St. Patrick’s Celebration
Be one of the lucky ones and 
discover the treasure of Farmer 
Matt’s corned beef and cabbage 
dinner. Available Mar. 13-17.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

Now open Wednesdays 11a-7p

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!


