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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Timothy Mc-
Cormick provided an update to 
the School Committee regard-
ing the school district’s pro-

posed fiscal year 2025 budget.
At the Feb. 26 meeting, Mc-

Cormick told committee mem-
bers that the FY 25 budget is 
10.35% more than last year’s 
budget, and higher than he had 
initially presented at a previous 
meeting (8.5%).

He said the initial fiscal year 

2024 was $7.191 million, which 
was lowered by over $97,000 
after there was an unaccount-
ed cost for an out-of-district 
placement. The number of stu-
dents in out-of-district place-
ments has also increased. 

“With that reduction in the 
overall budget, and the addi-

tion of one more student that 
we absorbed into the district…
we’re looking at a $734,000 dif-
ference between FY 24 and FY 
25,” McCormick said.

He said the budget drivers 
remain the same, with salaries 
accounting for 62.9% percent 
of the total budget, and 30% 

of the increase. Other drivers 
are special education tuition 
(increase of 10.4%) and trans-
portation (increase of 20.7%).

“If we take away these three 
major budget drivers, our in-
crease would be less than 2%,” 

School Committee approves updated FY 25 budget

FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, 
and pork along with a variety of other farm 
store staples. Also serving homemade meals 
from our farm kitchen.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Pre-order your ham dinner and pick up at the farm by 
Saturday, March 30. Meals include sliced ham, glazed 
carrots, sweet potato, and whipped potatoes.

Turn to Farmer Matt for your 
Easter Dinner

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Town Administrator Ron San 
Angelo hosted a discussion to 
explain a potential override for 
the town.

Overrides are used to raise 
money to address annual op-
erating costs for a town or city. 
Residents would have to vote 
to decide if  they need to raise 
the levy limit to cover the costs 
of operating the local govern-
ment. 

Residents will have to vote 
at their May annual election to 
decide if  they want the override 
for the town.

San Angelo, the Board of 
Selectmen and the Advisory 
Committee provided paper 
copies of the override presenta-
tion for residents to look over 
and notice the categories that 
make up the town budget. Ac-

cording to San Angelo, if  ex-
penses are higher than the 2.5% 
limit on tax increases (known 
as Proposition 2 ½) then the 
town would need an override. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Town Administrator Ron San Angelo 
had a meeting with West Brookfield 
residents to discuss a potential override 
for the town.

Potential override explained by 
Town Administrator

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – For 
a month, guests at Merriam-Gil-
bert Public Library will witness 
talented artwork.

This past weekend, the work 
done by the Quaboag National 
Art Honor Society and National 
Junior Art Honor Society Chap-
ter members was featured during 
their opening night of the ex-
hibit. These talented students at 

Quaboag Regional Middle High 
School in grades seven-12 were 
excited to share their work in the 
community.

Art comes in all forms and 
these students have explored 
numerous artistic opportunities 
throughout the school year. The 
students’ work that was show-
cased came in the form of water-
color landscapes, line drawings, 
acrylic paintings, sculptures and 
photographs. 

The display featured the work 
of 30 students in middle school 

and high school. These works 
were selected to be displayed and 
many students were excited to 
share their work.

For years, Quaboag has 
hosted students’ artwork at the 
school, but wanted to reach out 
to other venues in the commu-
nity that would be interested in 
having an art exhibit. Art teach-
er, Nicole Giguere of QRMHS 
appreciates the opportunity of 
having her students’ artwork dis-

Student’s art displayed at West Brookfield library

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Charlton Police Officer Nick Harney gives a high-five to students before heading to Ghina Harney’s kindergarten class. More 
photos on page 12 & 13.

Community Reading Day
Please see SCHOOL, page 5

Please see OVERRIDE, page 5

Please see ART, page 3
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J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Library transformed into 
miniature golf course

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library con-
verted into a fun miniature golf  
course this past weekend.

The idea of hosting mini 
golf  at the library dates back 
10 years when the library did 
a fundraiser for the children’s 
room renovations. The idea was 
a tremendous success and led to 
becoming an annual activity. 

The mini golf  event at the li-
brary now helps the Friends of 
the Joshua Hyde Public Library 
programming. 

The event was held in con-
junction with the Bruins/Cra-
dles to Crayons PJ drive to 
benefit children in foster care. 
Anyone that brought a new pair 
of pajamas to the event received 
one free entry. 

In support of the library’s 
mini golf  weekend, Bogey 
Lanes of East Brookfield gen-
erously loaned some of their 
golf  clubs to the library. The 
bowling alley offers 18 holes of 
miniature golf  course and has 
always supported the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library when their 

annual mini golf  weekend ar-
rives. 

“We couldn’t have done this 
without them,” Leila Glaser 
said. 

Glaser is one of the Friends 
of the JHPL and enjoys having 
this fun activity at the library 
every year. Glaser thanked Bo-
gey Lanes for lending their golf  
clubs. 

Other supporters of mini 
golf  at the library were an entire 
construction team with creative 
ideas for the library mini golf  
course. The Tantasqua CAD 
classes put in a lot of creativi-
ty and thought into ideas for a 
mini golf  course that would be 

enjoyed by families around the 
community. 

The construction team in-
cludes Tantasqua Golf Team 
and their Coach, Aaron Ber-
thiaume, the Senior Girl Scout 
Troop #64510, Stephen Celu-
zza, Lisa and Pat McGarrah, 
Jane Zavistoski, Leila and 
Michael Glaser, Sue and Cliff  
Gregory, and the Neslusan 
Family. 

A team effort brought a fun 
display of miniature golf. The 
mini golf  at the library was de-
signed to be fun for all and took 
up both floors of the library.

Fifteen holes in total were 
offered for mini golf  and had 

fun themes for kids. Glaser said 
they had over 80 players in at-
tendance on the first day. 

When players reach hole 9, 
they experience a fun road trip 
adventure. Hole 9 began on 
the top floor of the library and 
made its way down the stairs 
into the Children’s Room. 

The Children’s Room of the 
Joshua Hyde Public Library 
featured holes 10-15 and has 
such unique themes to them. 
For all the wizards in the world, 
Harry Potter and his friends 
made an appearance on the 
miniature golf  course with 
Hedwig greeting you at the end 
of the hole. 

For sports, the Boston Bru-
ins made an appearance on one 
hole of the library course. The 
ramp itself  was held up with 
actual hockey sticks. A hole in 

one could also be a goal. 
Glaser was pleased to see a 

great turnout of families enjoy-
ing mini golf  at the library. Her 
fellow members of the Friends 
group referred to Glaser as the 
“Mini Golf Wrangler.”

According to Glaser, the 
miniature golf  course was not 
only entertaining for the chil-
dren, but for the adults as well.

“Adults have just as much 
fun as the kids,” Glaser said. 
“Family fun for all.” 

Joshua Hyde Public Library 
is located at 306 Main St. and 
features fun activities for chil-
dren and adults. For more in-
formation, visit www.sturbrid-
gelibrary.org and get involved 
with your local library. 

Hitting the links at JHPL

The Joshua Hyde Public Library hosted their annual mini golf weekend 
where the quiet library turns into a miniature golf course.

This hole during mini golf brings the world of pirates, treasure, and the 
sea to life. 

The golf clubs for mini golf at the library were provided by Bogey Lanes 
in East Brookfield.

The library mini golf course consisted of 15 holes designed by a talent-
ed construction team. 

Every hole during miniature golf had a unique theme, including 
three-dimensional obstacles. 

Hole 9 was a road trip that leads the ball downstairs to the children’s 
room of Joshua Hyde Public Library.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Mini golf at the library was fun for all, kids and adults. 

Instead of scoring a hockey goal, get a hole in one. 
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 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661. 948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, March 16th ~ 7pm-11pm

A.S.B.

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm

Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, March 30th

8pm-12pm

Gypsy Six

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

Come Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day

Weekend With Us!

played at the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library. 
“This is our first collaboration with the library, which 

is awesome,” Giguere said. “We’re trying to branch out 
to other parts of the community, make those community 
connections.”

Joining Giguere during the opening night of the art 
display is Heather Gaucher who also teaches art at the 
Quaboag Regional School District. Both teachers were 
supporting their students as did many families and 
friends in attendance of opening night. 

Several students had more than one piece of art to 
share and were displayed together with their name and 
grade they’re currently in. Several guests went around the 
room to ask questions to the artists behind the talented 
artwork. 

All guests agreed a lot of hard work was put into 
these art pieces as the students showed passion and per-
severance. Rachel McGrath, a senior at QRMHS and 
the NAHS Chapter President shared the story behind 
what made this fun art display possible. 

One of the members of the NAHS Chapter brought 
up the idea and reached out to the Merriam-Gilbert Pub-
lic Library. Soon afterwards, the library offered to dis-
play the artwork beginning with the opening night. 

“The idea was great,” said McGrath.
It is a great start to share art with the community 

and display it in other venues besides the schools. The 
artwork will be on display through April at the Merri-
am-Gilbert Public Library, on the second floor, 3 West 
Main St. 

Learn more at www.westbrookfieldlibrary.org or call 
the library at 508-867-1410. 

The National Art Honor Society have provided na-
tional recognition and opportunities for students who 
exhibit outstanding scholarship in the visual arts, and 
for their teachers.

ART from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
This artwork was created by National Junior Art Honor Society Presi-
dent Farrah McDonald.

Photography was featured during the art display. The photograph was 
taken by Quaboag Regional High School senior Aurora Powers.

Persephone Piermarini of ninth grade had her shark artwork displayed 
at the library.

National Art Honor Society Vice President Abigail Long of the senior 
class had her artwork displayed. 

A fantastic dog drawing created by Olivia Hebert of eighth grade. 

This amazing house sculpture was made by Quaboag Regional High 
School senior Chloe Fredette Arbor Villa.

Isabelle Aberle, a Quaboag Regional High School junior, had these 
pieces of her artwork displayed together.

National Junior Art Honor Society Secretary Isabella Santos shared 
this artwork for the art display.

The flowers of this boot vase artwork really makes the canvas 
three-dimensional. 

This was created by National Art Honor Society Secretary Sammy 
Martin. 

National Junior Art Honor Society Treasurer Addison Peloquin shared 
this art piece for the art display. 
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- opinion -

OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to quaboagcurrent@
turley.com. Deadline 
for submission is Mon-
day at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s edition.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted statements of 
candidacy only four weeks or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and campaign platform details. 
Total word count for statements is limited to between 300-
500 words maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 

publish any statements of candidacy inside the four weeks 
from election threshold. To publish any other campaign 
publicity during the race, please contact our advertising 
representatives. We also do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific candidates or discussing 
campaign issues are limited to three total per author 
during the election season. No election letters will appear 
in the final edition before the election. We reserve the 
right to edit all statements of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Publications  Election Policy 

I received a text from a friend earlier today 
asking what is covering my strawberry plants.  

I answered her 
with one word: water. 

Yes indeed, a good 
portion of my gar-
den is drowning at 
the moment, as are 
various parts of my 
yard. We have had 
too much rain in too 
short of a period and 
the ground is still fro-
zen partway down.  

It’s happened be-
fore and will likely happen again, but every 
time it does, I wonder how these areas could 
possibly rebound and look good come spring. 
Usually, they do and with little help from me.  

The water recedes and spring comes.  
Keep in mind that the soil, be it in your 

garden or yard, will lose some of its fertility 
because of leaching, and it will be compacted 
from such excessive rainfall.  Give your plants 
a side dressing of compost this spring; it will 
be sure to help restore fertility and improve 
the condition of the soil in general.  

According to a soil test, my garden was 
notoriously low in nitrogen, so I incorporated 
blood meal into the soil at planting time with 
another dose a few weeks later.  It didn’t oc-
cur to me at the time, but flooding a couple of 
times early in the year could be the culprit of 
the low nitrogen reading.

Soil that is heavy with water literally pushes 
out the space that was meant for oxygen and 
becomes compacted. Without oxygen, plants’ 
vascular systems won’t function properly.  

As I said before, a few days in the off sea-
son likely won’t hurt much, but if  this were 
to happen during the growing season, your 
plants may look wilted even though they are 
sitting in water.  

Root rot, perhaps, or simply that the roots 
are unable to absorb the water around them. 

Lawns should be aerated to remedy this 
problem, and garden soil should be loosened 
– once it’s dry of course – to get some air into 
the soil. This can be done numerous ways, by 
use of various hand tools. 

 Although scratching around with a three 
tine cultivator will likely bring some weed 
seeds to the surface, it is one of my favorite 
things to do in the garden. I find it a great 
stress-buster, too.  

Do remember to try not to walk on satu-
rated soil or it will compound the problem.  
Even in the spring when you are working in 

your garden, place a board under your feet 
to distribute your weight evenly and prevent 

more compaction.
Have you noticed 

that your houseplants 
have begun to put on 
an abundance of new 
growth?  Mine sure 
have! Support this 
with a dose of half  
strength liquid fertil-
izer.  

I need to take cut-
tings of fuchsia and 
geranium plants that 

I overwintered. It will sure be great to make 
cemetery logs with our own geraniums this 
year.  

I will simply cut a terminal (meaning top) 
stem about 4-5 inches long just after a node 
(that’s where the leaved join the stem). I’ll 
carefully take off all but the top two or three 
leaves and insert the leafless section into a 
small pot (say around 2-3 inches in diameter) 
of good quality moist potting soil.  

The two or three leaves you left will be 
above the soil line. If you have rooting hor-
mone on hand, you can dip the stem into that 
first, but you don’t have to; plants in active 
growth usually root fine even without it.  

I will place my cuttings in indirect light 
and mist with a spray bottle a couple of times 
a day to keep them from wilting before they 
root. Check in about a month, and if  you are 
lucky, roots will have formed.  

Depending on the size pot you used, and 
the size of the roots, it may be a good time 
to put the plants into a bigger pot and place 
them in a sunnier window until it’s safe to 
plant them outside.  

My daffodil plants are starting to pop up 
here and there in the yard. I had a little bit of 
balanced organic granular fertilizer left from 
last year, so I sprinkled it around the clusters.  

Now and once the flowers have gone by 
are the two best times to fertilize narcissus.  I 
am so excited to enjoy the varied colors and 
scents from this huge Genus of plants.  

To me, they are the epitome of a true spring 
flower.  Soon enough, soon enough!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  
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Will my friend’s 
fiancée be entitled to 
a survivor benefit?
Dear Rusty 

I have a very good friend who has cancer 
and will begin chemotherapy this week. He is 
71 years old and is currently receiving Social 
Security benefits. 

He has been living with his fiancée for a 
little more than two years, but they have been 
a couple for about 15 years and will be mar-
ried in the next few weeks. She is 60 years old. 

I am naturally concerned about his and 
her, future so my questions are:

What, if  anything, should he and his wife 
do to ensure that she gets his Social Security 
benefits? 

What benefits will she be entitled to and 
how soon will she be able to begin receiving 
them after his death? 

Signed: A Friend with Questions

Dear Friend
You are kind to be concerned about your 

friend and his fiancée. Here’s what you need 
to know:

Social Security goes by state rules when it 
comes to what is often referred to as “com-
mon law marriage.” That means that whether 
your friend’s fiancée will receive any benefits 
as a surviving spouse in a “common law” re-
lationship depends on whether they live in 
a state, which recognizes common law mar-
riage. 

Most states do not, but state laws have 
changed over the years and many states 
which once recognized such unions as “mar-
riage” no longer do. Although they may have 
“been a couple” for 15 years, if  your friend 
and his fiancée have been living together for 
only two it is likely only the last two years will 
count for Social Security benefit purposes. 

So, whether your friend’s fiancée will get 
anything when your friend dies depends on 
where they live, unless they get married, in 
which case the rules are different.

In order for a married widow(er) to receive 
surviving spouse benefits, the couple must 
have been married for at least nine months. If  
they marry and your friend lives longer than 
nine months thereafter, then his wife will be 
entitled to a surviving spouse benefit from 
her husband. 

The amount of his wife’s benefit will be 
based upon the amount your friend is receiv-
ing at his death, adjusted for her age when she 
claims her surviving spouse benefit.

A surviving spouse can claim benefits from 
the deceased as early as age 60, but those ben-
efits will be reduced for claiming before full 
retirement age (FRA). Taken at age 60, the 
wife’s benefit would be 71.5% of your friend’s 
SS benefit at his death. 

The wife need not claim the survivor bene-
fit immediately; she could opt to delay claim-
ing in order to get a higher percentage of the 
husband’s amount. Survivor benefits reach 
maximum, 100% of the deceased’s benefit 
amount, at the recipient’s FRA.

So, if  your friend and his fiancée now live 
in a state which currently recognizes com-
mon law marriage (Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

News from my garden to yours

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 6
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

St. Patrick’s Day Party
Sunday, March 17

Live Music Starting at 3 p.m.
Tequila Mockingbird 

Food & Drink All Weekend Long

Easter Brunch
Sunday, March 31 

Seatings at 10:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. & 2 p.m.
Menu Available on Facebook & Website

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, March 12, 
Tuesday, March 26, 

Tuesday, April 9, 
Tuesday, April 23

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 24 at 1 p.m. 

FREE

Visit 
Our 

Website 
For More 
Details

McCormick said.
The committee voted to ap-

prove the budget, which will 
now go before the Finance 
Committee and Board of Se-
lectmen for review. 

Superintendent’s report
The school district received 

funding through the Depart-
ment of  Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education’s grant 311 
in the amount of  $95,000 
to support social emotional 
learning, behavior and mental 
health and wellness. 

McCormick said the school 
district will meet with a grant 
coach to use the money prior 
to June 30.

“We’re looking to increase 
our in-school counseling for 
our students,” he said. “We’ve 
seen a rise in chronic absen-
teeism…we’ve also seen a rise 
in students who have mental 
health needs. We right now 
have two outside agencies to 
work with our kids during 
the school day. We want to 
increase that so we can now 
have students access the small 
groups with the counselors 
during the school day as well.”

McCormick said the mon-
ey will also be used to pur-
chase sensory supplies for 
both schools to offer support 
to students with increased 
anxiety. It will also purchase 
social emotional learning cur-
riculum for grades K-12 from 
Second Step. 

People can review the Sec-
ond Step curriculum at sec-
ondstep.org. 

“That’s a tried and true 
curriculum that has been used 
at the Elementary School for 
several years,” he said of  the 
curriculum. 

McCormick said the school 
district also received a Project 
Lead the Way grant for grades 
K through five. Project Lead 
the Way provides science and 
technology instruction for 
students in preschool through 
grade 12.

Last year, the school dis-
trict received a PLTW grant 
for grades six through eight. 

McCormick said the 
school district received 
just under $19,000 from 
the American Rescue 
Plan Act Committee to 
upgrade the video camera 
system and add three ex-
ternal cameras. The sys-
tem will also be changed 
from analog to digital.

He said the upgrade is 
expected to be completed 
by the end of  the school 
year.

Regionalization agree-
ment

School Committee 
Chair Ron Ryel said the 
chair of  the Regional 
Agreement Amendment 
Committee informed its 
members that the latest 
regionalization agreement 
has been received from at-
torneys. A meeting will be 
scheduled in March. 

Ryel said he hopes to 
have more information to 
share at the next School 

Committee meeting. 

Washington, D.C. trip update
Margaret Hanson said an 

information night for par-
ents of  students attending the 
Washington, D.C. trip will be 
held on March 14. Informa-
tion will also be sent to par-
ents of  current sixth grade 
students, as they will be eligi-
ble to attend the trip, which is 
scheduled for April 2025.

She said about 40 people 
(including parent chaperones 
and a nurse) have expressed 
interest in attending the trip. 

Hanson said she doesn’t 
have a final cost for the trip 
yet, and fundraising has been 
successful and ongoing. 

Hanson shared photos tak-
en during previous Washing-
ton, D.C. trips, highlighting 
some of  the sites they visited 
and events they participated 
in. 

“We’re working really hard 
to see who wants to go, and we 
will do our best to make sure 
they all are able to go,” Han-
son said. 

Senior class trip
The School Committee 

approved the Class of  2024’s 
senior class camping trip 
scheduled for May 17-19 at 
Nickerson State Park in Brew-
ster. About 20 students have 
expressed interest in attending 
the camping trip.

During the trip, students 
will enjoy the beach, a water 
park and hiking trails. There 
will also be a class cookout at 
the campground and a camp-
fire. 

Senior Class Advisor Cait-
lyn Malone said the cost is ex-
pected to be around $100 per 
student, and everything will 
be included (tents, camping 
gear, campsite rental, admis-
sion fees and food).

Malone said there will be 
“a lot of  class bonding” on the 
trip and students are looking 
forward to it. 

Student Council update
Student Representative Ol-

ivia Giangrande said the Stu-
dent Council is looking for-

ward to attending the annual 
conference in Hyannis. A lot 
of  students will be attending 
for the first time.

“We’re very excited to show 
them just how much fun it is,” 
she said.

Giangrande said the Stu-
dent Council submitted the 
Massachusetts Association of 
Student Councils Excellence 
Book earlier in February. The 
council also applied for the 
National Council of  Excel-
lence Award. 

Unity Week was held at the 
school the week prior to Feb-
ruary break and was used to 
enhance the school’s sense of 
community and show support 
for all different types of  peo-
ple.

Recognitions
McCormick recognized 

Elementary School teacher 
Mike Shelburne for organiz-
ing Camp Read-a-Lot prior to 
February break. Camp Read-
a-Lot featured guests speakers 
and activities.

“It’s a great way to segue 
into vacation,” McCormick 
said. He also thanked those 
who volunteered during the 
event. 

McCormick also recog-
nized both the boys and girls 
basketball teams for qualify-
ing for the state tournament. 

“We want to wish our 
teams the best,” McCormick 
said.

McCormick congratulated 
basketball player Jose Rivera, 
who recently became the High 
School’s newest 1,000-point 
scorer.

Correspondence
Ryel said he received a 

request from a community 
member about converting 
one of  the tennis courts into 
a pickleball court. He said he 
wasn’t sure if  there would be 
a reason to do so within the 
school district, and said it 
could make a good addition 
to the town’s common.

Ryel said he wanted to 
share the request with the oth-
er members of  the committee. 

The town budget includes 
public works, library and rec-
reation, human services, mem-
ber benefits and insurance, 
debt service, general govern-
ment, public safety and edu-
cation. According to the chart 
provided by San Angelo, edu-
cation makes up about 54% of 
the budget. 

What helps balance the 
budget for the town is the use 
of free cash. Free cash is what 
a town can utilize in the fiscal 
year. 

Under the Massachusetts 
law, free cash is certified as of 
the beginning of each fiscal 
year by the State Bureau of 
Accounts. Together with cer-
tain subsequent tax receipts, 
the funds are used as the basis 
for any subsequent appropri-
ations from available funds, 
which are not required to be 
included in the annual tax levy. 

San Angelo looks at is as 
someone saving what they have 
at the end of the year after all 
expenses are paid. However, 
he doesn’t believe it is right 
to use funds from a one-time 
payment system to balance the 
budget. 

“The town should not be 
paying for continuing opera-
tions from one-time revenue,” 
said San Angelo. 

Free cash is used for one-
time expenses a town may 
encounter, but San Angelo be-
lieves it should be only used for 
one-time expenses and not for 
continuing operation costs. 

In fiscal year 2024, West 
Brookfield utilized $380,164 to 
balance the town budget. Al-
though free cash was used in 
the past, the town also wants 
to avoid any possible financial 
deficit. 

The town has developed 
a five-year plan for how the 

funds will be used to main-
tain government services. An 
override helps cover a five-year 
timeframe based on best esti-
mates of future costs. 

San Angelo believes an 
override is needed for the town 
and voters would no longer 
have to use free cash to bal-
ance the budget annually. Cer-
tain services to the town would 
not have to be reduced in case 
of any financial deficit. 

“We want to keep services 
where they are,” San Angelo 
said. 

Services that could be in 
jeopardy of being cut relate 
to employees of the town. 
San Angelo believes these cuts 
could happen if  the override is 
voted down. 

With an override, over the 
next couple years the town 
will gradually use the excess 
levy capacity to fund the nor-
mal operation of local govern-
ment. If the override is voted 
down then the town may have 
to make cuts for town depart-
ments over the next couple 
years.  

San Angelo mentioned sev-
eral departments that could be 
impacted if  cuts are necessary 
in the next couple years if  there 
is no override. Departments 
such has police, fire, highway, 
library, senior center and town 
hall would have to reduce staff, 
hours and services to the com-
munity. 

With an override, it is de-
signed to maintain the current 
services the town provides to 
its residents. 

After his presentation, San 
Angelo began taking questions 
from residents who attended 
the discussion taking place at 
West Brookfield Elementary 
School. Many residents shared 
their thoughts and concerns 
and had mixed feelings about 
wanting to favor an override.

SCHOOL from page 1 OVERRIDE from page 1

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. $219
lb

SALE DATES: 3/14/24-3/20/24

$149

lb
USDA INSP. 
SMOKED PORK PICNIC........$199 USDA INSP. FROZEN

TALAPIA FILLETS ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PAN FRIED 
BREADED SHRIMP .......................

$1399
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST...................$399

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$499

SOUP’S ON!

$699

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
GOAT MEAT ............................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS .......................$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TUNA STEAKS ............................... lb
$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$225
lb

$599
lb

CORNED BEEF

WHOLE 
OR HALF

Lenten Specials

$299

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN VARIETY PACK

CUT UP CHICKEN 15 LB BOX ..........

$299
lb

$199
lb

WHOLE 
BRISKET

FLAT 
CUT

POINT 
CUT

$549
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK ROAST or STEAK .

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Library announces events
NORTH BROOKFIELD – The Haston Free 

Public Library, 161 North Main St., lists upcoming 
events and programs for the month of March.

Strategic Planning meeting
The library’s Strategic Planning Committee will 

meet on March 21 at 6 p.m. Please speak to a staff  
member if  you would like to be a part of this import-
ant committee.

Discussion groups
The Book Group will discuss “Interpreter of Mal-

adies” by Jhumpa Lahiri on March 26 at 7 p.m. The 
Movie Discussion Group will talk about “Far and 
Away (1992, PG-13)” on March 28 at 6 p.m. 

Story Times
March Story Times with Miss Bri will be held in 

the Children’s Room on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. Up-
coming programs include March 19, “Rechenka’s 
Egg” by Patricia Polacco and children will make a 
fake egg decorating craft and March 26, “Corduroy’s 
Easter Party” by Don Freeman and children will 
make a bunny craft.

Children’s Art Club
Art Club for children will be held the first and 

third Mondays of the month from 4-5 p.m. 

Montana, New Hampshire, South Caro-
lina, Texas, Utah, Rhode Island or in the 
District of Columbia), then your friend’s 
partner will be considered his “wife” and 
entitled to survivor benefits as normal 
(the fiancée would need to prove they co-
habitate in a marriage-like relationship to 
claim benefits).  

If  they do not live in one of those 
states, but they get married and the mar-
riage lasts for at least 9 months, then the 
wife will be entitled to normal benefits as 
a surviving spouse as described above. 

But if  
the couple 
do not live 
in one of 
the above 
states which 
r e c o g n i z e 
“ c o m m o n 
law” rela-

tionships or if  their soon-to-occur mar-
riage doesn’t last at least nine months 
or if  they do not get married, I’m afraid 
your friend’s partner will not be entitled 
to any survivor benefits from your friend.

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Se-
curity Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY from page 4

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Department of  Conservation 
and Recreation’s Les and Terry 
Campbell Quabbin Visitor Cen-
ter, 100 Winsor Dam Road, will 
offer a free program on Sunday, 
March 17 from 2-3 p.m.

“Be a Good Neighbor - Don’t 
Kidnap Wildlife! or How to 
help our wild friends without 
unintentionally causing harm” 
will be offered in person and re-
motely.

There is a 45 seat limit for the 
in-person presentation at the Les 
and Terry Campbell Quabbin 
Visitor Center and a Zoom link 
will be sent to remote partici-
pants. Registration is required 
by visiting www.mass.gov/loca-
tions/quabbin-reservoir/events.

For those registered for the 
remote presentation, a link will 
be sent out a few days before the 
date of  the presentation.

Often in spring and summer, 
well-intentioned people pick up 
wildlife they believe to be “aban-
doned,” but this is not always the 
case, and the animal is at greater 
risk being taken in by humans 
than being left alone.  Learn 
what is normal behavior for 
common wildlife and when you 
should or should not intervene.

The Quabbin Interpretive Ser-
vices program operates the Les 
and Terry Campbell Quabbin 
Visitor Center, offering public 
and school education programs, 
teacher workshops, and general 
information about DCR’s water 

supply resources and watershed 
management, the history of  the 
Quabbin Valley and wildlife of 
the area.  

Staff  members are available 
to assist with visitor informa-
tion and services. An automated 
telephone system, 413-323-7221, 
provides 24 hour access to cur-
rent information on fishing, 
hunting, programs, rules and 
regulations, and public access. 

All ages are welcome to these 
events. Email QuabbinVisitor.
Center@mass.gov with ques-
tions or to be added to the mail-
ing list.

Recordings of  previous pro-
grams are available on the Di-
vision of  Water Supply Protec-
tion’s YouTube page.

Quabbin Visitor Center offers free event
to be held on Sunday,  March 17

New Braintree 
Library to hold 
Story Time

NEW BRAINTREE –  The New 
Braintree Public Library, 45 Memo-
rial Drive, offers their next Story 
Time program on Monday, March 
18 at 9 a.m.   

The focus will be spring weather 
and will feature “Little Cloud” by 
Eric Carle, “It Looked Like Spilt 
Milk” by Charles G. Shaw and 
“Rain!” by Linda Ashman. 

This reading and crafts program 
for preschool children is held twice 
a month on Mondays at the library. 
Parental supervision is required. 

People may call the library at 508-
867-7650 during regular business for 
more information.

Easter egg hunt at 
Lucy Stone Park 
set for March 30

WARREN – The annual Easter 
egg hunt will be held at Lucy Stone 
Park, Old West Brookfield Road, on 
Saturday, March 30.

There will be three separate egg 
hunts by age, starting with the 5-7 
year olds at 10:30 a.m., 8-10 year 
olds at 10:45 a.m. and ages 4 and un-
der at 11 a.m.  Rain date is Saturday, 
April 6.

There will be prizes for all ages 
groups, photos with the Easter Bun-
ny and refreshments.

Please park at Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School, 284 Old West 
Brookfield Road, or on one side of 
the street. 

WARREN – Ronald 
R. Rainka, 82, of Warren, 
passed away on Monday, 
March 11, 2024 at Johns 
Hopkins Howard County 
Medical Center in Colum-
bia, Maryland.

He leaves his daughters, 
Kathy Girouard and her 
husband Joeal of Warren, 
Priscilla Clowes and her 
husband Dennis of Warren, Michele 
Salvadore and her husband Joseph of 
New Braintree; his sons, Christopher 
Rainka of NJ, and Anthony Rainka 
and his wife Jessica of Douglas; his 
brothers, Julian Rainka and his com-
panion Deedee Cleveland of Warren, 
and John Rainka, Jr. of Warren; his 
sister, Tina Como and her husband 
John of Warren; as well as his beloved 
grandchildren Brandon, Anthony, Isa-
bella, Emma, Preston, Phoebe, Ethan, 
and Zoey. He also leaves his many 
friends in the antique community and 
his golf league buddies. He was born 
in Warren, son of the late John E. and 
Nellie (Libera) Rainka.

Ronald graduated from UMass 
and worked as a math teacher at Tan-
tasqua Regional High School for 34 
years.

Ronald was a loving and devoted 
father, grandfather, brother, and friend 

to many.  He enjoyed deal-
ing and collecting antiques. 
He was part of the Brim-
field Antique Shows from 
the very beginning, and was 
a member of the Somers 
Antique Bottle Club. He 
also enjoyed playing basket-
ball, golf, playing cribbage, 
and spending time in his 
beloved woods, caring for 

the property, planting rare trees, and 
spending countless hours enjoying na-
ture. He will be greatly missed by all.

Calling hours for Ronald will be 
held on Tuesday, March 19, 2024  
from 5 - 7 p.m. in the Varnum Funeral 
Home in West Brookfield.  A funeral 
mass will be held the following day, 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024 at 10 a.m. 
in Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Par-
ish, 10 Milk St. in West Brookfield.  
Guests are asked to meet directly at 
church In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Second 
Chance Animal Shelter, P.O. Box 136, 
East Brookfield, MA 01515, or online 
at https://www.secondchanceanimals.
org.

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 
East Main St., in West Brookfield is 
assisting  family with arrangements. 

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com.

Ronald R. Rainka, 82

- obituary -
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DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Enrichment Camps!

Digital Storytelling  •  Studio Arts & Crafts  •    Flag Football  
Book Blasters & Word Wizards •  Bement Does Broadway & more!

Visit Bement.org/summer for 
more information and to register.
Register early! 

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well 
as local area experts, enrichment camps are 
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check 
the website for specific offerings each week.

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering 
grades k-8.

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21 
SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28  
SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 
SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS 
AND GET 7TH WEEK 
FREE!

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 

Arts and crafts, 
swimming, nature 
programs, hiking 
and more. Lunch is 
included. Before and after 
care is available.

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

 

 

 

Mass Stable License  
# 1472 

Mass Riding Instructor 
License 
# 5391 

Boarding, Leasing, Lessons, Training, Trailering 
P.O. 873 - 53 Ware Rd. Belchertown, MA 01007 

Phone (413) 813-9291 - Fax (413) 323-4999  
E-mail—Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 

 

 

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 • July 22-25 • July 29-Aug 2
Aug 5-9 • Aug 12-16 • Aug 19-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

10 Themed Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Toddler 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

 Race into summer at Camp MacDuffi e! Space is
limited 
so don’t 
wait!

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true 
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp programs include:
Arts • Athletics • Creative Writing • Dance • Theater • Science • And More!

The MacDuffi e School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
July 1 - August 16

Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s • And More!

Week 1: July 1 - 5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.110

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Summer 
Camps  
in Performing Arts,  
Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available
sbschool.org/summer
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Join Us For the 2nd Annual
Senior Resource FairSenior Resource Fair

• Home Modifications Specialist
• Realtors
• Ware Senior Center
• Home Modification Loan Program
• Senior Placement
• In-home Care Services
• Movers
• Estate Appraisers
• Legal & Financial Planning
• Senior Living Options
• QVCDC Senior Outreach Program
• Senior Health Services

• Hospice & Pallative Care
• Funeral Services
• Supplemental Benefits
• Junk Removal
• Housing Authority
• SSDI Support
• Community Development 
   Authorities
• And Many MORE

For more information 
contact Danielle Souza

(413) 949-0422 
or email: 

danielle.souza@fairwaymc.com

Light Lunch 
Will Be Served!

Participants include

Date: Saturday, March 23rd
Time: 11am-1pm

Place: Ware Senior Center, 
1 Robbins Road, Ware

NO COST!
It’s FREE!

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Second Chance Animal Services Dinner Auction raises funds to 
care for pets like Clarissa and Charlie who were born with severe eye 
defects and came to Second Chance in need of surgery.

25th annual dinner 
auction benefits 
shelter pets

EAST BROOKFIELD – Second Chance Animal 
Services is calling on all animal lovers to place their 
bids in the 25th Annual Dinner Auction. 

The event, dedicated to the welfare of homeless 
shelter pets, will be held at the La Salle Reception Cen-
ter in Southbridge on Saturday, March 23. Advance 
online bidding for select items begins this week.

Chief Development Officer, Lindsay Doray, ex-
pressed gratitude for the overwhelming support re-
ceived from local businesses and animal lovers, noting 
the array of exciting auction items available, including 
lavish gift baskets, Red Sox State Street Pavilion tick-
ets and Yukon Solo Stove bundle.  

Advance online bidding is open to everyone for se-
lect items and gift cards from Thursday, March 14 at 1 
p.m. to Thursday, March 21 at 1 p.m. Those attending 
the event will have the opportunity to bid on a diz-
zying array of additional items, as well as surpassing 
online offers to support shelter pets in need.

With a limited number of tickets remaining, Doray 
urges prospective attendees to secure their reservations 
promptly. Doors open at 4 p.m., offering a delightful 
cocktail hour amidst hundreds of auction and raffle 
items. 

A sumptuous dinner will be served at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by an exhilarating live auction featuring premi-
um items, concluding with the silent auction. Tickets 
are priced at $55 per person.

Second Chance is still accepting sponsorships and 
item donations to elevate the success of the dinner 
auction. Doray acknowledges the unwavering support 
of local businesses, underscoring the event’s goal to 
provide medical care to shelter pets in need.

For sponsorship inquiries, item donations, or to 
purchase tickets for the 25th Annual Dinner Auction, 
please visit http://www.secondchanceanimals.org/din-
ner-auction.

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

Students from Quabbin Regional Middle High 
School and Eagle Hill School participated in the Mas-
sachusetts Educational Theatre Guild’s annual High 
School Drama Festival on March 2, putting on excep-
tional performances that demonstrated a remarkable 
ability and maturity from the youth participating.

For the Festival’s preliminary round on Saturday, 
Quabbin performed “Silenced on Barbour Street” at 
Leominster High School, while Eagle Hill took their 
production of “Horse Girls” to Westford Academy. 
Unfortunately, neither school moved on to the com-
petition’s semi-final round, but a number of students 
from both schools were recognized for their efforts in 
shaping their respective productions.

The METG High School Drama Festival is an an-
nual competitive one-act play festival, with prelimi-
nary, semi-final, and State Final rounds, the latter of 
which occurs over the course of three days in Boston. 
The history of Festival traces back almost 100 years to 
1928, according to the METG website.

This year, a total of 94 schools participated at 13 
different host schools in the preliminary round. Most 
sites had seven performances on the day, three of 
which moved on to the semi-final round, while three 
schools had eight shows performed and four moving 
on. Ultimately, 14 schools will participate in the State 
Finals at the end of this month.

Eagle Hill’s show “Horse Girls”, directed by Will 
Gelinas, told the story of seven equine-obsessed mid-
dle schoolers, concerned with fitting in with each other 
and protecting their beloved horses, who proved they 
had a dark side when the going got rough. 

The all-female cast delivered a performance that was 
at some points gut-busting and at others heart-wrench-
ing. The performances were accented by a simple, yet 
beautiful set made to resemble a quintessential teenage 
girl’s bedroom circa 2014, complete with posters of 
Taylor Swift and One Direction.

Despite not progressing to semis, the production 

was recognized with a number of All-Star Awards, 
which are given by each site’s three judges in acknowl-
edgement of student excellence and must be unani-
mous among the judges.

The entire cast received All-Star Cast awards for 
their excellence as an ensemble. On the technical side 
of things, awards were given to Alec S., Huck R. and 
Sam J. for excellence in Sound, Lighting Design and 
Stage Management, respectively.

Quabbin’s production of “Silenced on Barbour 
Street”, directed by Julia Tuttle and Lisa Payne, re-
volved around the true story of a circus fire that killed 
over 100 people in Hartford, Connecticut on July 6, 
1944. 

The larger ensemble cast was driven forward by 
Aidan Mahoney in the role of the Ringmaster, a twist-
ed overseer of the show’s purgatory for those who 
caused and fell victim to the blaze. The backdrop of 
a minimalistic but artistically compelling set fostered 
the imaginative setting of the show’s circus, and gave 
the actors the freedom to inhabit a variety of spaces 
through their performances.

Mahoney also received an All-Star Cast award for 
his dedicated performance, as did Irene Stolgitis, who 
played the role of Mae, a passionate character who re-
fused to let her own secrets stop her from standing up 

to the menacing Ringmaster and his dark games.
Quabbin was also recognized for the technical as-

pects of their show, with Student Director and Stage 
Manager Em Gentile being recognized with an All-
Star Award for their significant role in crafting the 
show.

Both schools were gracious in defeat, recognizing 
the quality of all of the shows they each got to see per-
formed, and enjoying the opportunity to have partici-
pated in the event.

The semi-final round will be held on Saturday, 
March 9 (snow date March 10), with seven different 
locations playing host to six schools each. State Finals 
are scheduled to take place from March 21-23. 

Further information about METG and the High 
School Drama Festival can be found online at https://
metg.org.

Area students participate in Drama Festival

TURLEY PHOTOS BY NICK BOONSTRA
Aidan Mahoney, right, was recognized for his role as the Ringmaster 
in Quabbin Regional Middle High School’s production of “Silenced on 
Barbour Street”.

“Silenced on Barbour Street” revolves around the true story of a fatal 
circus fire in Hartford, Connecticut on July 6, 1944.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—The Palmer Panthers 
won a preliminary round home game 
in the Division 5 state boys basketball 
tournament for the second time in the 

past three years.
Led by senior Andrew Menard and 

freshman Taydem Haley, who combined 
for 48 points, the 23rd-seeded Panthers 
advanced into the round of 32 with a 
79-51 victory over the 42nd-seeded Path-
finder Tech Pioneers on Feb. 27. 

“It’s really good for these guys, espe-
cially the two seniors, to have a home 
win in the states,” said Palmer head 
coach Missy Rocker said. “As soon as 
we found out that we would be facing 
Pathfinder, the kids were very excited 
about playing against their friends.”  

Two years ago, Palmer defeated the 
Hampden Charter School East, 61-40, 
in a preliminary home game before los-
ing at Hopkins Academy in the round 
of 32. 

This year’s postseason journey also 

Quaboag defeated in final regular season game
SOUTH HADLEY – Last Satur-

day afternoon, Quaboag 5-6 Suburban 
League boys basketball was defeated 47-
15 at South Hadley in a matchup played 

at South Hadley High School. It was the 
final regular season game for both teams 

and the Suburban League playoffs were 
scheduled to begin this week.

Will Goodwin makes his way down the court. Adam Benkert shoots from the free throw line. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Zach Dermian shoots in traffic.

Hunter Griswold passes on the run. Adrien Moskovitz passes on the run. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Trevor Allard makes a shot.

Pioneers lose state tourney opener to Panthers

Please see PIONEERS, page 10
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came to an end for the Panthers in the 
round of 32 following a 68-49 road loss 
to the 10th-seeded Douglas Tigers two 
nights later. 

Palmer finished their season with an 
11-10 overall record.

Menard, who scored 13 of his 22 
points against the Pioneers during the 
second half, and Shawn Troche are the 
two seniors listed on the Panthers var-
sity roster.

“Andrew and I have been playing 
on the same basketball teams since 
we were little kids,” said Troche, who 
chipped in with seven points. “It feels 
amazing to win a state tournament 
game in our final home game. We lost 
in the round of 32 two years ago and 
we’re hoping to get to the round of 16 
this year.”

Haley, who’s a tri-captain captain 
with the two seniors, played in his first 
state tournament game against Path-
finder Tech. He netted 18 of his ca-
reer-high 26 points after halftime.

“Winning a game in the state tour-
nament feels really good,” Haley said. 
“There was a lot of pressure on us, but 
we worked very hard as a team.”     

Troche was very impressed with Ha-
ley’s outstanding performance.

“Taydem is only a freshman, but he 
scored 26 points, which is amazing,” he 
said. “He always plays every game with 
a lot of confidence.”

Pathfinder Tech, who has made 
three appearances in the state tourna-
ment since the postseason format was 
changed in 2021, finished their season 
with an 11-10 overall record.

“Even though the final score was 
worse than the first time that we played 
Palmer, I thought it was a much more 
competitive game tonight,” said Path-
finder head coach Zac Button. “We 
battled them to the end.” 

The seven seniors listed on the Pi-
oneers varsity roster are Hunter Gris-
wold, Adrien Moskovitz, Branden 
Hnitecki, Luke Magnus, Trevor Al-
lard, Adam Slonka, and Richie Gula.

“We’ll be losing seven very good 
kids,” Button said. “I coached the se-
niors on the junior varsity team before 
coaching them at the varsity level the 
past two years. They work very hard 
on the court and in the classroom. 
They’re a very special group.”    

Gula scored a team-high 17 points 
in his final high school basketball 
game. 

Griswold, whos’ planning on play-
ing football at Mass Maritime Acade-
my next fall, scored 14 of his 16 points 
during the second half. 

“I do know most of the Palmer 
players and losing to them in a state 
tournament game is tough,” said Gris-
wold, who’s an outstanding three-sport 
athlete. “It has been awesome being a 
member of this basketball team for the 
last four years.”  

At the end of December, the Pan-
thers made the trip down the street to 
Pathfinder Tech and celebrated a 53-
37 non-league victory. Haley scored a 
game-high 18 points in that contest. 

Menard scored the first four points 
in last Tuesday’s contest and the Pan-
thers never trailed. 

A couple of minutes later, a lay-up 
by sophomore Angel Torres (7 points) 
gave the home team an 8-4 advantage.

Gula made the first of his two trifec-
tas with 5:15 remaining in the opening 
quarter, which closed the gap to 8-7. 

Then Haley buried a 3-pointer from 
the top of the key beginning a 13-3 
Palmer run. Haley scored six more 
points during the final five minutes of 
the first quarter.

“Taydem is an outstanding point 

guard for a freshman,” Rocker said. 
“He’s a big catalyst for our team and 
jump-starts things. His performance 
tonight was unbelievable. He made 
fantastic shots while driving, and that’s 
what we need more of.” 

Sophomore Dylan Doherty (8 
points) added a field goal and made a 
pair of foul shots for the home team 
during the run. Sophomore Stephen 
Fredette (5 points) also made a free 
throw, as the Panthers entered the sec-
ond quarter holding a 21-10 advan-
tage.

Pathfinder Tech began the second 
stanza with a pair of inside hoops by 
Allard (6 points) and Slonka (8 points) 
before Palmer scored the next seven 
points. 

Late in the first half, a Doherty put-
back hoop gave the Panthers a 37-21 
lead.

Haley took over the spotlight offen-
sively during the third quarter by scor-
ing twelve points, which helped Palmer 
keep their double digit lead. 

“Taydem is a heck of a basketball 
player,” Button said. “He cut right 
through our defense, especially in the 
third quarter.” 

The Pioneers did cut the deficit to 
ten points a couple of times in the 
quarter quarter, but they weren’t able 
to get any closer than that the rest of 
the way. 

Griswold made five field goals and a 
foul shot during the final eight minutes 
of the contest for the visiting team.

The returning Pioneers players 
will be looking for a little bit of re-
venge when they play another game at 
the Palmer High School gymnasium 
during the 2024-25 regular season.

- sports -
PIONEERS from page 9

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Adam Slonka ranges for a layup from the right side.

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The weekend of St. 
Patrick’s Day is synonymous with the 
popular parade in the streets of down-
town Holyoke. But equally tradition is 
the 10K St. Patrick’s Day Road Race.

The road race was disappointingly 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020 and again in 2021 when 
COVID-19 rates rose due to the vaccine 
not being as widely available at the time.

But last year, the race returned to the 
joy people throughout the region and 
beyond and Holyoke once again be-
came a hub of activity beginning with 
“Race Day.”

And the sights and scenes of St. 
Patrick’s Day weekend were also back 
in the Paper City the past two years as 
the downtown area around Maple and 
High Streets were lined with patrons. 
Bars and restaurants were filled with 
people going in and out, the Mummers 
gave their performance, and children 
and others were able to participate in 
the Kids Walk and Fun Run prior to 
the “main event” taking place at 1 p.m.

This year’s race, the 47th running of 
the tradition, will take place this Satur-
day, March 16. Once again, many will 
be looking to add their name to the list 
of winners of the 10K.

In 2023, it was the ideal day for Jen-
na Gigliotti, an Amherst woman who 
won the 10K Road Race for the second 
consecutive year. She crossed the finish 

line at 35:29.
This year’s male and overall winner 

was Michael Norberg, who also is from 
Amherst. He finished with a time 30:50. 
He was more than 30 seconds ahead 
of the second-place finisher, Bradley 
Mish, of Hadley.

There were more than 5,000 partici-
pants in this year’s event, which is part 
of a big weekend in Holyoke, going 
along with the parade that took place 
on Sunday. It also is viewed as a prac-
tice course for runners participating in 
more races later in the year, including 
the Boston Marathon. There are har-
riers who will run 6.2-mile course mul-
tiple times to simulate 26.2-mile mara-
thon distance, including participating 
in the main race.

Of the more than 5,000 harriers 
signed up, 3,813 registered finishes.

Benjamin Lasky, of Ludlow, was 
a top local finisher, coming in 14th at 
33:41. Lasky has been a top 10 finisher 
in the past.

The race continued traditions of 
participants running for various chari-
ties and other causes, in honor of de-
ceased loved ones, and of course, the 
running of the race in costume.

This year, the 
The current cost, as of press time, 

to enter the race, is $35. The two-mile 
walk price was $25 as of press time, but 
was expected to rise on March 13.

The weather, as of press time, is ex-
pected to be warmer than in previous 
years, near 60 and sunny.

St. Patrick’s Road Race set 
for this Saturday afternoon

PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
The first wave of harriers are off in the 2023 St. Patrick’s Road Race in Holyoke.

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Base-
ball League is looking to infuse new 
talent into its league for the 2024 sea-
son.

Registration for the 2024 season is 
now open and any interested players 
can go to www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org to get registered, or to seek more 
information or make inquiries about 
the league. The league website will also 
be updated over the next month with 
information about the upcoming sea-
son.

There are many open roster spots 
available in the league for the 2024 
season, which is tentatively scheduled 
to begin on Sunday, April 21. The 
league plays most Sunday from late 
April through late August with play-
offs following that. The league plays a 
15-game schedule and typically fields 
six teams each year. Games are usu-
ally played at 10 a.m. with fields in 

Easthampton and South Hadley nor-
mally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an 
all-abilities league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is players who are 
age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be 
eligible to pitch in the league. Your age 
for eligibility is whatever age you will 
turn in 2024. The league is also able to 
entertaining taking in an entire group 
as a team to add to the league. Please 
email the league board for to inquire 
about entering a team.

The league is currently in the pro-
cess of preparing for the 2024 season 
and held a meeting on Feb. 18 to dis-
cussion plans for the upcoming sea-
son. The next meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday March 24 at 11:40 a.m. at the 
Hangar Pub & Grill in South Hadley. 
All are welcome to attend the meeting, 
ask questions and express interest in 
joining.

Registration now open for Quabbin 
Valley Over-28 Baseball League
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Papermen 
represent region
in new league

HOLYOKE – The Holyoke Papermen, an amateur 
adult hockey team, was in action last Saturday after-
noon. The Papermen are brand new adult team par-
ticipating in the Union Hockey League, a new adult 
league in the New York and New England region. The 
new team got started in January and is playing a 32-
game season with seven other teams that joined the 
league. Home games are played at Fitzpatrick Rink in 
Holyoke.

Candlepin 
League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks League
PALMER – March has arrived for the Tuesday 

Night Commercial Elks League. 
The standings as of Feb. 27 had Acres and Blue 

B’s tied for first place at 6-2. In third place, Team 
BK has a record of 5-3. The Champs R Here, Com-
pression and Last in Line are tied for fourth place 
with a record of 4-4. 

Life is Good is in last place at 2-6. 
Compression won in the first round and Life is 

Good won the second round. One more team is 
aiming to join them in the playoffs at the end of 
the season. 

The Champs R Here bowled against Compres-
sion on this Tuesday night of March. In game one, 
The Champs prevailed with a commanding lead 
over Compression and won by a score of 423-378. 
Filling in for the Champs is Bryan Surprise starting 
off the evening with a 111. 

John Colkos also bowled well over his average 
scoring 113. 

In game two, Champs R Here won again by a 
score of 387-370. Surprise had the high score of 
game two out of both teams with a 102. In game 
three, The Champs won 395-368 for a three-game 
sweep over Compression.

Surprise finished strong with a 118 and a series 
of 331. Total pinfall was won by The Champs R 
Here with a score of 1205 with Compression hav-
ing a total pinfall score of 1116.

Thursday Night Mixed League
The Thursday Night Mixed League is several 

weeks away from wrapping up their season. 
With a couple weeks left, several teams are aim-

ing to win the second and final round. As of Feb. 
29, Team Six, the winners of round one, are leading 
in round two at 25-15. Team One is in second place 
at 23.5-16.5. In third place, just one point behind 
Team One, Team Four is at 22.5-17.5. 

In one match, Team Six bowled against Team 
Three. In game one, Team Six took the first game 
by a score of 412-400. Dan Mahoney of Team Six 
started off the evening with a 110. 

In game two, Team Six won again by a score of 
421-375. Josh Gorham of Team Six bowled well 
scoring 105. 

In game three, Team Six won for a three-game 
sweep by a score of 430-422. Team Six won total 
pinfall by a score of 1263-1197. 

Team One bowled against Team Five and at-
tempted to take first place from Team Six. In game 
one, Team Five took the first game by a score of 
427-401. Mike Wadas of Team Five led the team 
starting off with a 108. 

In game two, Team Five won again by a score of 
408-386. In game three, Team One managed to win 
the last game by a score of 422-400. Team Five was 
the winner of total pinfall by a score of 1235-1209. 
Team One only managed to win one point where 
Team Six won four points. 

The Thursday Night Mixed League will con-
clude on Thursday, March 28. 

Mark Laviolette, of Ludlow makes his way up the right side of the ice.

Gaetano Delonge 
receives a pass.

Nick Cambria 
looks to center 

the puck.

Zach Paisley heads up the left side of the ice.

Vinnie McAllister sends a pass away.

Nick McNally comes into the ice and immediately takes control of the 
puck.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Colton Allen attempts a three-pointer.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Guest readers visit West 
Brookfield Elementary 
School

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Over a dozen guests readers vis-
ited West Brookfield Elementary 
School last week for Community 
Reading Day.

Guest readers came from lo-
cal businesses, organizations 
and public safety agencies. Each 
reader had a chance to introduce 
themselves to their class and an-
swer any questions about the role 
they play in the community, be-
fore reading a book.

In honor of Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day, many of the readers read his 
classics including “The Lorax” 
and more. Some of the guest 
readers chose books that high-
lighted the area’s history.

Guest readers including West 
Brookfield Postmaster, Matti 
Sjoblom; Charlton Police Offi-
cer, Nick Harney; Merriam-Gil-
bert Public Library’s Children’s 
Library, Linda Higgins; North 
Brookfield Savings Bank, Patty 
Ostrout; West Brookfield Police 
Chief, Nathan Hagglund; Quirk 
Wire Co., Melinda Czub; Reg-
istered Nurse, Sue Teczar; West 
Brookfield Senior Center Direc-
tor, Kelly Hitt; West Brookfield 
Dental hygienist, Savannah; re-
tired kindergarten teacher, Deb 
Provencher; Country Bank, 
Jodie Gerulaitis; Superinten-
dent, Stephen Duff; and Quabo-
ag Principal, Casey Handfield. 

Community Reading Day

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
West Brookfield Postmaster Matti Sjoblom enlists the help of students to carry items to Sarah Gay’s kinder-
garten class.

Retired kindergarten teacher Deb Provencher reads “Thidwick the Big-Hearted Moose” by Dr. Seuss to 
Laura Marino’s fourth grade class during Community Reading Day last week.

Students helped escort their guest readers to each class-
room.

This student was excited to escort his grandmother.

Students eagerly listened to stories during Community Reading Day.

West Brookfield Police Chief Nathan Hagglund reads to Ryan Hubbard’s second grade class.

Superintendent Stephen Duff reads to fifth graders. Children’s Library at the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library Linda Higgins gets ready to read “The Lorax” by Dr. 
Seuss to Julie Jaskowski’s first grade class. 



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, March 15, 2024  PAGE 13

Registered Nurse Sue Teczar reads to Jessica Harder’s third grade class. Patty Ostrout of North Brookfield Savings Bank reads to Judith Knight’s first grade class.

Jodie Gerulaitis of Country Bank answers banking questions from Nicole Jones’ fifth grade class. 

Melinda Czub of Quirk Wire Co. talks about her homeland of Australia before reading a book about an emu 
to Tannis Rossi’s second grade class.

Students enjoy listening to a story read by one of the many guest readers.

West Brookfield Senior Center Director Kelly Hitt reads to Melissa O’Neill’s third grade class.

Community Reading Day

HARDWICK – A tree fell on 
the roof  and windshield of  West 
Brookfield Rescue Squad’s ambu-
lance 15A1 the afternoon of  Feb. 
29, striking the vehicle as it trav-
eled along Main Street in Gilbert-
ville, heading south.

High winds the day before and 
earlier that day caused trees and 
limbs to come down along road-
ways, and multiple power outag-
es were reported throughout the 
area. 

Witnesses saw the tree fall and 
strike the ambulance as it passed 
by the Myron E. Richardson Mu-
nicipal Building, as it was return-
ing to its station in West Brook-
field with two rescue staff  on 
board. There were no patients on 
board at the time of  the accident. 

The staff  had minor injuries 
from the accident and were treated 
at a local hospital, according to a 
social media post by West Brook-
field Rescue Squad. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY RYAN J. WITKOS
A tree fell on West Brookfield Rescue Squad’s ambulance last Thursday afternoon, damaging the 
windshield. Minor injuries were reported. 

Tree falls on ambulance,
damages windshield

- public safety -
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697. 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
              

CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975
                    

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212 

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE
2019 CHEVY SPARK LS, $8.900. 
Excellent condition, well main-
tained, original owner, 75,000 miles. 
Clean Carfax, never any problems, 
non-smoker. Florida car. 413-769-
3127.

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER MIX 
PUPPY, 3 months,  current on shots, 
well socialized. 3 yr old Beagle female, 
$200. 413-596-8190, 413-782-
2305.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Brookfield is seeking an 
experienced full-time Highway Su-
perintendent. Full job description at 
brookfieldma.us. Please submit 
resume and cover letter to select-
men@brookfieldma.us. Applica-
tion review will begin after March 28th. 
Resumes accepted until position is 
filled. Brookfield is an equal opportuni-
ty employer.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook.  Hours are flexible, but must 
be worked during the regular highway 
department hours of Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist 
the Highway Superintendent.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open 
until filled. Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re-
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe-
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gilbert-
ville. Two lifts, compressor, office, bath-
room/washroom. Large 10 ft overhead 
electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 phase 
electric. Room for 5 vehicles plus 
inside and outside parking. Located 
right on Rt 32. Perfect for a business 
or? $2,000/month. Call Don @(413) 
758-3039. 

REAL ESTATE

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

TAX SERVICES

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

During the week of March 4-10, 
the East Brookfield Police Depart-
ment responded to 128 building/
property checks, 108 directed area 
patrols, three traffic controls, 13 
radar assignments, six emergency 
911 calls, one complaint, two assist 
other agencies, one motor vehicle 
investigation, one investigation, one 
hazardous incident, one trespass, one 
motor vehicle accident, three animal 
calls and 50 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of East Brookfield.

Monday, March 4
6:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Vehicle Towed
9:43 a.m. Radar, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
11:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

4:23 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Ac-
cident, Adams Road, Report Taken

Tuesday, March 5
11:22 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, North Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Main Street, Vehicle Towed

3:51 p.m. 911 Medical Emergen-
cy, West Main Street, Transported 
to Hospital

Wednesday, March 6
11:15 a.m. Hazardous Incident, 

West Main Street, Services Ren-
dered

Thursday, March 7
11:15 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Bennett Street, Transported 
to Hospital

5:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Podunk Road, Citation Issued

7:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Main Street, Citation Issued

8:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Main Street, Citation Issued

10:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Main Street, Citation Issued

Friday, March 8
8:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

East Main Street, Citation Issued
9:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

1:31 p.m. Investigation, Podunk 
Road, Investigated

8 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

West Main Street, Citation Issued
10:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued
10:58 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Howe Street, Services Ren-
dered

Saturday, March 9
12:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued
9:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

West Main Street, Arrest(s) Made
4:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

5:09 p.m. 911 Complaint/Mo-
tor Vehicle Operations, East Main 
Street, Officer Handled

5:34 p.m. 911 Medical Emergen-
cy, Doane Avenue, Served in Hand

Sunday, March 10
1:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Inves-

tigation, West Main Street, Trans-
ported to Hospital

8:43 p.m. Trespass, Stevens 
Road, Investigated

- public safety -

During the week of March 
4-11, the Hardwick/New Brain-
tree Police Department responded 
to 17 building/property checks, 38 
directed/area patrols, seven traffic 
controls, three radar assignments, 
two emergency 911 calls, one citi-
zen assist, two safety hazards, one 
motor vehicle investigation and one 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Tuesday, March 5
7:58 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

Moore Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, March 6
9:08 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Padre Road, Transported 
to Hospital

Thursday, March 7
2:23 p.m. Safety Hazard, Hard-

wick Road, Removed Hazard

Friday, March 8
5:12 a.m. Assist Citizen, Me-

morial Drive, Services Rendered
4:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Inves-

tigation, Gilbertville Road, Inves-
tigated

Sunday, March 10
12:01 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Cushman Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

 East Brookfield Police Log

 New Braintree Police Log

- public notices -
DEPARTEMNT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION
WETLANDS PROGRAM

401 Water Quality 
Certification Application 

Public Notice
Pursuant to 33.U.S.C.1341 

and MGL c21 §43, notice is 
hereby given of a 401 Water 
Quality Certification (WQC) 
application for the Salmon 
Brook Pond Dam Removal 
Project in Brookfield by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Fish & Game Division 
of Fisheries & Wildlife 
(MassWildlife), 1 Rabbit Hill 
Road, Westborough, MA, 
01581 on property owned by 
MassWildlife. The Project 
involves the removal of 
Salmon Brook Dam as well 
as an unnamed dam and fail-
ing stone culvert downstream 
for ecological restoration. 
Additional information may 
be obtained from the appli-
cant’s agent – Tighe & Bond, 
Inc. c/o Daniel R. Buttrick, 
PE, 53 Southampton Road, 
Westfield, MA 01085 (413-
562-1600).

Written comments on this 

401 WQC Application may 
be emailed to:

David Wong 
(David.W.Wong@mass.gov)
Department of Environmental 

Protection
Wetlands Program

100 Cambridge Street, 
Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 874-7155

Within 21 days of this 
notice. The Department will 
consider all written comments 
on this 401 WQC Application 
received by the Public 
Comments Deadline.

Any group of ten persons 
of the Commonwealth, any 
aggrieved person, or any gov-
ernment body or private orga-
nization with a mandate to 
protect the environment that 
has submitted written com-
ments may also appeal the 
Department’s Certification 
and that failure to submit 
comments before the end of 
public comment period may 
result in the waiver of any 
right to an adjudicatory hear-
ing.  
03/15/2024 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION
 mi

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE PACKAGE REBATES! 
SEE OUR AMAZON STORE!
BILL’S BEST DEALS
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
EASTER TOY SALE!!! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
PRESEASON BIKE SALE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea 
REALTOR®

978-434-1990 • Dorrinda@C21lovett.com

Call me...I’m ready to help YOU in 2024!

Who had the #1 market share in
WARE for 2023?

I’m not just your REALTOR®...
I’m your NEIGHBOR!

THIS 
GIRL!

Data from 01/01/23-
12/31/23 MLSPin

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

6 Common Street 
BROOKFIELD

$450,000
5 bedroom, 2 Bath, 

with attached garage 
and enclosed porch.
Call Michelle Terry 

508-202-0008

♦ Small Lawn Mowing
♦ Stone Wall Repair
♦ Spring Clean Up
♦ House Painting 

♦ Deck Repair
♦ Small Tree Jobs

LEADMINE 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

We have all your 
clean up 
needs.

Prompt Service ♦ Reasonable Rates
 Easily Reachable

KEN GAUMOND
774.318.0460

mountainlion757@gmail.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 11-14 .. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

NIGHT 
CANADA & 
NEW 
ENGLAND 
CRUISE 
Norwegian Gem – 
Departing August 30
Call now – 
Availability Limited!

St. Patrick’s Celebration
Be one of the lucky ones and 
discover the treasure of Farmer 
Matt’s corned beef and cabbage 
dinner. Available Mar. 13-17.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

Now open Wednesdays 11a-7p

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 55 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Tierney
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications


