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FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, 
and pork along with a variety of other farm 
store staples. Also serving homemade meals 
from our farm kitchen.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Pre-order your ham dinner and pick up at the farm by 
Saturday, March 30. Meals include sliced ham, glazed 
carrots, sweet potato, and whipped potatoes.

Turn to Farmer Matt for your 
Easter Dinner

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – It 
seems it may become a tradi-
tion and it would not be unwel-
come. 

The Boys of the Town, alter-
natively known as the Doolin 

Lads, came back again to play 
on March 14, close to Saint 
Patrick’s Day.

Last year, it was in the Great 
Hall of the Town Hall, but this 
year, it was in the more inti-
mate setting of the top floor 
of the Merriam-Gilbert Public 
Library. 

The trio consists of John 
Ebersold, Hunter Foote and 
Tim Loftus. Their connection 
is not just in music, but they 
were all Eagle Scouts; an allu-
sion was made during the per-
formance that little old ladies 
would not want for help across 

The Doolin Lad, John Ebersold, Hunter Foote and Tim Loftus (from left), performed a concert on the top floor of the Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY

The ‘Boys’ came back to town

The Doolin Lads performed at 
Merriam-Gilbert library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– There was a lot to celebrate 
as the North Brookfield Youth 
Basketball League communi-
ty flooded the gymnasium of 
North Brookfield Elementary 
School. 

This all day event featured 
friends, family and youth bas-
ketball players from the past 
and present all under the same 
roof that brought the North 
Brookfield Youth Basketball 
program to life. This event cel-
ebrated two special milestones 
that the youth basketball pro-
gram had accomplished. 

North Brookfield Youth 
Basketball celebrates 
two anniversaries

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Town 
Planner Jean Bubon said sev-
eral sets of revisions have gone 
back and forth between her de-
partment and Bear Peak Power, 

the applicant for a large scale, 
ground-mounted solar photo-
voltaic system at 200 Haynes 
St.

At the March 12 Plan-
ning Board meeting, she said 
she and two members of the 
board met at the site with the 
landscape architect earlier to 

answer questions about the vis-
ibility from the condominiums 
and the buffering requirements 
being met. 

Bubon said the large trees 
will be removed, but it doesn’t 
mean the site will be completely 
cleared.

Planning Board gives site plan 
approval for solar array

Editor’s note: This is the fi-
nal installment of the Market 
Spotlight feature. The Quaboag 
Current has regularly featured 
a spotlight story on different 
farmers market vendors to help 
residents learn about the peo-
ple that bring food and locally 
sourced items to the community.

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Go ahead and say whatever you 
want about Friday the 13th and 
bad luck, but Wednesday the 
13th of March was glorious. 

The West Brookfield Com-
mon was bathed in sunshine. 
Even so, we did not dawdle, 
but crossed the street and went 
into the First Congregation-
al Church for the last Winter 
Market.

Despite the variability of the 
weather, it has been a good run 
and we have been able to fea-
ture almost all of the vendors, 
but two are left, B & D ENT. 
and Flourish Farm.

Save the pallets
Artisans work at home and 

come to the market to display 
their crafts. What is on offer are 

Winter Farmers Market 
signs off for the season

North Brookfield Youth Basketball League commissioner Andy Caron is shown along-
side his three daughters. Caron was given a gift to commemorate his 30 years of ser-
vice to the North Brookfield Youth Basketball program. TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

See BASKETBALL I  PAGE 8

See MARKET I  PAGE 12

See LADS I  PAGE 6

See SOLAR I  PAGE 12
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END ........

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
WHOLE HAM ..........................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 
3/21/24-3/27/24

$244

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDDABALL 
WHOLE SMOKED 
PIT HAM .............................

$369

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK ...............

USDA INSP. 

KINGFISH STEAKS w/ 
HEAD OR TAIL ........................
USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

HADDOCK FILLETS .................

$4999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CLEANED 
CONCH MEAT 5 LB BOX ..................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
HONEY HAM 3 LB AVERAGE ....

$199
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$599

49¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WILD CAUGHT 
SALMON FILLETS 1 LB BAG ......... lb

$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPER, 
BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK 1 LB .............99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...................$129

USDA INSP.
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

EASTER HAMS

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$499
lb

$555
lb

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – This past weekend was ma-
ple weekend for Grand Maple Farms in New Brain-
tree.

This hilltop sugar house has been operating for 
about 13 years and continues to expand in popularity. 

The Schur family has been living in New Braintree 
for 43 years, but the sugaring came long after. Co-own-
er Paul Schur recalls how the family got into the maple 
sugaring business. 

Justin Schur’s nephew was studying maple sugar-
ing in college and reached out to him about the idea 
of tapping into some of his trees around his home. In 
their first year of trying, Grand Maple Farms tapped 
into about 23 trees and produced about 3 ½ gallons of 
maple syrup. 

Year after year, the maple syrup production grew 
and according to Paul, the farm now averages about 
20 gallons of maple syrup a day. 

“We keep expanding every year,” Paul said. “Each 
year, expansion work is being done.”

As of 2024, Grand Maple Farms now tap into 900 
trees that are on their land in New Braintree. As pro-
duction grew, Grand Maple Farms would soon intro-

It’s Maple Weekend at Grand Maple Farms

The Schur family operates Grand Maple Farms in New Braintree and hosted their Maple Weekend. From left 
to right is Paul Schur, granddaughter Emily Schur, Marilyn Schur and Justin Schur.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

See MAPLE   I   PAGE 3

The sugar house at Grand Maple Farms is where the operation of making maple syrup happens. A vintage sign of Grand Maple Farms which has been operating for 
about 13 years. 
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duce the sugar house to support the operation producing 
pure maple syrup and other maple flavored products. 

“Everything we sell, we make,” Paul said. 
Stores such as Boston Market, Brookfield Orchards, 

Big Y in Spencer feature maple products from Grand Ma-
ple Farms. Throughout the year, Grand Maple Farms get 
a lot of calls to place orders and also provides local deliv-
ery for nearby customers. 

Paul’s son Justin recalls getting more involved with the 
family business by going to many maple seminars and 
asking makers a lot of questions to better understand 
the process. Getting books and journals about the maple 
sugaring business and meeting with other maple makers 
helped out the Schur family a lot. 

Other homemade maple products made by the Schur 
family include maple candy, maple cream and maple coat-
ed nuts. When guests visit Grand Maple Farms they love 
the product they have to offer, especially the maple fla-
vored goods. 

“Once people have it they generally buy it,” Justin said. 
Justin makes maple cream and maple sugar and his 

parents make maple coated nuts. The maple coated nuts 
are very popular when customers shop for maple prod-
ucts. 

Next room over from the room with the evaporator is 
the packaging room where all the maple syrup is stored 
and packaged. 

Grand Maple Farms is a year-round operation and 
syrup is bottled and sold year-round. 

Justin said over the years of offering maple products, 
their market has gotten worldwide attention. Customers 
from all of Europe, Thailand, Saudi Arabia and South 
Africa have purchased and enjoyed the maple products 
from Grand Maple Farms. 

Justin is also the proprietor of his own business, New-
found Landscape Construction providing hardscapes, 
plantings and excavations. 

Grand Maple Farms is a family run business but many 
friends step in to lend a hand from time to time. It is a true 
learning experience when seeing the entire process of op-
erating a maple sugarhouse and producing maple syrup. 

Grand Maple Farms is located at 727 Moore Road 
offering 100% pure maple syrup and other maple prod-
ucts and sugarhouse tours in season. To learn more about 
Grand Maple Farms, visit them on Facebook, Facebook.
com/GrandMapleFarms. 

The company is a member of the Massachusetts Ma-
ple Producers Association. 

This firewood operated evaporator helps with the sugaring process.

This tank is outside the sugar house at Grand Maple Farms and is part of the sugaring process that brings 
in the delicious maple syrup everyone wants to buy.

MAPLE   I  FROM PAGE 2

WARREN – The an-
nual Easter egg hunt will 
be held at Lucy Stone 
Park, Old West Brook-
field Road, on Saturday, 
March 30.

There will be three 
separate egg hunts by 
age, starting with the 5-7 
year olds at 10:30 a.m., 
8-10 year olds at 10:45 
a.m. and ages 4 and un-
der at 11 a.m.  Rain date 
is Saturday, April 6.

There will be prizes 
for all ages groups, pho-
tos with the Easter Bun-
ny and refreshments.

Please park at Quabo-
ag Regional Middle High 
School, 284 Old West 
Brookfield Road, or on 
one side of the street. 

Easter egg 
hunt at 
Lucy Stone 
Park is 
March 30

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
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to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.
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CURREN T

A Fiskdale couple reported seeing an 
American woodcock in their large field. 

They said, “On Saturday, March 9 we 
heard the first woodcocks of the season. So 
happy to have them back.”

The woodcock has an extremely long bill, 
a short neck, a dark back and buff breast. 
Its feathers blend into the leaf litter. The 
long bill allows the bird to probe into the 
earth and it can open its beak below the sur-
face to grab prey. 

It can eat its weight in earthworms with-
in 24 hours. It also easts insects and seeds. 
Woodcocks inhabit 
woods and thickets bor-
dered by open areas. 

Both sexes make a 
“peeent” call. In spring, 
woodcocks display in 
open fields. The male 
rises in the air in wide 
circles. When he reaches 
about 50 feet about the 
ground his wings start to 
make a twittering sound. 
At about 200 to 300 feet 
the twittering stops. 

He give a canary-like flight song and be-
gins a zig zag descent. 

Several males may display in the same 
field. Woodcocks are polygamous. Females 
are attracted to the area and mate with the 
males. Males continue to display after mat-
ing and may mate with other females. 

After mating, the females raise their 
brood alone. The nest is a scraped depres-
sion in the ground lined with twigs or grass 
and placed within 100 to 200 yards of the 
male’s display ground. The female lays four 
buff eggs with brown splotches. 

Canada geese
On Friday, March 1 I saw a large flock 

of Canada geese in a field in Spencer. On 
Monday, March 4 I heard the honking of 
geese. I looked up and saw two large flocks 
of Canada geese fly overheard. 

The first flock flew lower and lower and 
landed in my hayfield and the pond next to 
it. The second flock flew much higher and 
headed northward. 

Belted kingfisher
On Feb. 29, a spotted a pair of belted 

kingfishers at a small pond in Ware on my 
way back from the Ware River News/Barre 
Gazette office. I was surprised to see them 
this early.

Black bears and more
I received an email from a Wilbraham 

resident. He said, “It was March 1, when I 
woke to see the damage a bear did to our 
poles and feeders. This was the second time 
our poles and feeders were damaged by a 
bear, in the last few years. Shame on me, for 
not bringing the feeders in at dusk.” 

He said, “We have been casual bird 
watchers and feeders for over thirty years. It 
is relaxing and fun to see the local and mi-
gratory birds visit our feeders. Unfortunate-
ly, we have to consider the risks associated 
with placing food sources in our back yards. 
It means we have to be aware and maybe 
take the feeders in at dusk, putting them 
back out in the morning.” 

He also said, “However, that will not 
eliminate the chance for a bear/human 
encounter. Last year, a black bear was in 
our neighbors back yard, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the morning. The bear was attracted by 
the chickens in the coup. Fortunately, they 
have an electrified fence, surrounding the 
coup. After getting shocked, it ran across 
the street and into Cedar Swamp woods. 

It will be back, since a 
bear does remember 
where the food sources 
are located.” He said he 
recently saw a male, pi-
leated woodpecker. 

Loon fact
The Loon Preser-

vation Committee in 
Moultonborough, New 
Hampshire included 
these interesting loon 

facts in their newsletter. 
Loons are physiologically adapted for life 

in the water, so much so that they struggle to 
walk on land as a result. Their dense, thick 
walled bones help to weigh them down in 
the water. The extreme rear-placement of 
their legs and feet allows them to maximize 
the propulsive force that they can exert with 
each kick. 

Many studies documented the duration 
of observed loon dives. Most of these stud-
ies have reported that average loon dives last 
somewhere between 33 and 52 seconds, re-
gardless of season or location. 

Loons diving to deeper depths tend to 
spend more time underwater than those div-
ing in more shallow areas. 

In a study of loons using Lake Michigan 
as a stopover site during fall migration, Ke-
now et al. (2018) found that loons diving to 
depths of 40 m (131 feet) were spending, on 
average, 139 seconds (over 2 minutes) un-
derwater per dive. In contrast, loons diving 
to depths of just 20 meters (65 feet) in that 
study were spending less time under water 
per dive (87 seconds, on average).

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

It was a bad night and the next day didn’t 
start out much better.  

I had heard that the days prior to de-
livery can be a bit uneasy for a soon-to-be-
mother (and therefore for her spouse!), now 
I know it to be true.  Luckily, even before my 
husband came home from work, the smile he 
is accustomed to had returned to my face.  

My grin grew even bigger, however, when 
I greeted him at the door and found he had a 
pot of gerber daisies in his hand. Years ago, I 
deemed this particular potted plant “the hap-
py plant.”  

For me it is next to impossible to look at 
its brightly colored flowers and remain in a 
bad mood.  If  you feel the same way but have 
never had any luck growing the gerber daisy, 
read on to learn just what cultural require-
ments are necessary to keep it happy. 

The gerber daisy was discovered by Rob-
ert Jameson in the early 1880s near the gold 
fields of Barberton, in the Transvaal region 
of South Africa. The most popular species, 
the one which we will concentrate on today, 
bears his name, Gerbera jamesonii. 

The Barberton daisy, the Transvaal daisy, 
and the African daisy are all common names 
for the plant that relate back to its place of 
origin.

Not long after its discovery, breeding be-
gan on the gerber daisy in England, eventual-
ly resulting in improved quality and enhanced 
color variations. Today, the Netherlands and 
Columbia are the primary producers of ger-
bers in cut flower form.  

In the floral trade, it ranks an impressive 
fifth in popularity, behind the rose, carnation, 
chrysanthemum and tulip. 

According to floral lore, the meaning be-
hind the gerber flower is one I would whole-
heartedly agree with: cheerfulness, probably 
due to the wide palette of colors it is available 
in – nearly every one except blue. Look for 
vivid orange, cool coral, hot pink, crimson 
red and sunshine yellow, not to mention bub-
blegum pink and creamy white!

Unfortunately, the gerber daisy is not 
hardy in our area; it prefers a much warm-
er location in which to grow. On the eastern 
seaboard, the only place it will overwinter is 
the southernmost tip of Florida, in hardiness 
zones 9 and 10.  

Here in New England, it is best enjoyed 
on the windowsill during the winter months.  
As long as the plant is provided with normal 
room temperatures, bright light and suffi-
cient but not excess moisture it should bloom 
prolifically. 

Remember to remove spent flowers to 
keep up the gerber’s good looks as well as to 
encourage future blooms.  

Once the danger of frost has passed, it is 
also safe to plant the gerber daisy outdoors, 
just as you would any other summer annu-
al. More and more consumers are doing this 
each year and with success! 

The best type of soil for it is one that is 
organically rich and well-drained. Full sun is 
a must for flower production.  

If  you wish to dig up the plant after the 
season wanes and attempt to overwinter it 
indoors, be extra careful not to disturb its 
deep root system or death may incur. Some 
gardeners who plan on overwintering their 
gerbers sink the pot and all at planting time 
to avoid any potential risk later on.  

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Thank goodness for 
the ‘happy plant’

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

American woodcock PHOTO BY KEITH RAMOS/USFWS
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

GRILL
SALE!

GIANT
TOY
   DEPT!

EASTER
GOING

ON NOW!SALE!

Right now, the “happy 
plant” sits on the bureau 
in the nursery, awaiting 
the arrival of our little 
girl, just as we are.  There 
is indeed so much to be 
happy about!

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. 
For 31 years she has held 
the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 

GARDEN   I  FROM 
PAGE 4

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

STURBRIDGE – On Thursday, 
March 28 at 7 p.m. at the Publick House, 
Bob Arnold, Charlie Blanchard, and 
Doug Quigley will present a program 
on a local pistol manufacturer, Gibbs, 
Tiffany and Company. 

In the 1830s they were the largest 
manufacturer of underhammer pistols. 
These were sold through an agent in 
Baltimore, many to people who were 
moving west. 

The simplicity of the pistol’s design 
made it easy and inexpensive to pro-
duce. In addition to its low cost, the 
pistol was small and light, which was 
convenient to carry making it a popular 
product for travelers. 

This program will look at the histo-
ry of the company and the pistols they 
produced.

Arnold is a freelance photographer, 
amateur historian, and avid collector 
of all things Sturbridge. In addition 
to serving clients throughout New En-
gland, he has been documenting life in 
our community since he and his family 
moved here in 1970. 

Arnold’s work over the past 50 
plus years has yielded a 
unique perspective on 
the commercial, cultur-
al, and environmental 
changes in our commu-
nity. 

After joining CPC 
Engineering in 1971, 
Blanchard and his fam-
ily moved to Sturbridge 
in 1973. Following the 
example set by CPC’s 
founders Lloyd Pote 
and Charlie Ciaffone, he 
served the community on 

the Water and Sewer Commission for 
16 years, the Board of Selectmen for 
18 years, and is currently serving on the 
Planning Board. 

He is a founding member of the Stur-
bridge Historical Society and has served 
as its Treasurer since its inception.

Quigley has lived in Sturbridge for 45 
years, coming here to work as an inter-
preter at Old Sturbridge Village. 

Since he was a teen, Quigley has par-
ticipated in living history events cover-
ing the Revolutionary War, the Federal 
Period, and the American Civil War. As 
a reenactor, he has collected both origi-
nal and reproduction firearms that were 
used in the formation of the country. 

He is currently President of the Stur-
bridge Historical Society.

Arnold, Blanchard and Quigley are 
all collectors of underhammer pistols 
who have pooled their interests and 
collected knowledge to present this pro-
gram on an important local manufac-
turer.

The program is free and open to the 
public, and is generously hosted by the 
Publick House.

Historical Society presents 
underhammer pistol program 
March 28BROOKFIELD – Brookfield Uni-

tarian Universalist Church, 9 Upper 
River St., will host a benefit concert fea-
turing Jeff Warner on Sunday, March 
24 at 2 p.m. 

A $20 suggested donation will be 
taken at the door.

Warner is among the nation’s fore-
most performers/interpreters of tra-
ditional music. His songs from the 
lumber camps, fishing villages and 
mountaintops of North America con-
nect 21st-century audiences with the ev-
eryday lives – and artistry – of 19th-cen-
tury North Americans. 

His songs, rich in local history and a 
sense of place, bring us the latest news 
from the distant past.

Warner grew up listening to the songs 
and stories of his father, Frank Warner, 

and the traditional singers his parents 
met during their folksong collecting 
trips through rural North America. He 
accompanied his parents on their later 
field trips and is the editor of his moth-
er’s book, “Traditional American Folk 
Songs: From the Anne and Frank War-
ner Collection.” 

All proceeds from this concert will 
fund Brookfield Unitarian Universal-
ist Church’s missions to strengthen the 
local community, to maintain its won-
derful music and choir programs, and 
to bring all joyfully together again and 
again by giving the opportunity to share 
more traditional folk and community 
music.

To learn more about BUUC, please 
visit http://www.buuc.org/.

Brookfield UUC presents Jeff 
Warner in concert

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

EAST BROOKFILED – The East 
Brookfield Public Library hosted sev-
eral organizations and members of the 
Town Hall to share information about 
various benefits that residents can re-
ceive. 

Brittany Ruiz and Luz Rivera-Apon-
te from Tri-Valley Elder Services came 
to give information on various services 
that can be used by members of the 
community. 

Ruiz, an options counselor, shared 
the various services she provides in-
cluding help with housing applications, 
signing up for public benefits or Mass-
Health, Medicare savings programs, 
and so much more. 

“I meet with people 
who have a need, and 
help them find the pro-
gram right for them,” she 
explained. 

River-Aponte, who 
is the veteran’s officer 
at Tri-Valley, gave some 
helpful information for 
veterans so that they can 

access all the possible benefits available 
to them. 

Nicole Allen, the town’s treasurer, 
came to deliver some information on 
the Senior Circuit Breaker Credit, which 
helps seniors 65 and older to get benefits 
on taxes and find social security. 

The program helps with cash and 
fuel assistance, food stamps, disability 
income, and more. You can contact Al-
len at the Town Hall for more informa-
tion. 

The Town Assessor, Helen Townsend, 
came to provide information on tax re-
lief and statutory exemptions. These can 
help benefit those with disabilities, the 
blind, veterans, those 65 or older, and 
grandparents raising grandchildren. 

Program provided information 
on benefits and resources
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the street.
But it was music on Thursday they 

were upstairs for, and they performed 
wonderfully.

Loftus, versatile on a few instruments 
began with a flute of Native American 
origin and played a tune he wrote, “Hina 
Hanta,” or the Bright Path, about the 
Choctaw Nation’s contribution to Irish 
famine relief despite having not long be-
fore suffered on the Trail of Tears.

Ebersold would play guitar with 
Foote on fiddle, and the three would 

have a busy evening.
It was then onto Irish music. They 

would play a favorite with audiences 
called the “Wild Rover”, about a man 
who has lived a wastrel’s life, but is 
ready to go home and reform…maybe.

Loftus would play the flute on the 
soulful waltz, “South Wind” and then 
onto the jig, “Haste to the Wedding”.

There were humorous asides during 
the evening as Loftus took up his 
bodhrán drum and the question was 
asked, “What do you call someone who 
hangs around with musicians?” The an-

swer, “Drummer.”
The next tune is about the goings on 

in a piece of land in the sea between Ire-
land and England called the Isle of Man. 
First, they had to explain the meaning 
of the Irish word, craic (pronounced 
Crack), which, certainly, in terms of the 
song, “The Craic was Ninety in the Isle 
of Man”, means great fun.

Then it was on to the road to Lis-
doonvarna. After that, with great au-
dience participation, it was the famous 
English tune, “Drunken Sailor”.

Again, this year, the trio had to an-

nounce that no dogs were drowned in 
the making of the rollicking tune the 
“Irish Rover”. The crew of said ship 
may not have done as well.

Next, the mournful, “Leaving of 
Liverpool” is the story of a man who 
must part from his love to sail to the 
new world to seek fortune on a ship de-
scribed as a “floating hell.”

Then came the more cheerful “Hills 
of Connemara” about the efforts of 
the locals to make Poitín or moonshine 
without paying the excise.

After the “Hills of Connemara”, it 
would only be fair to have 
a tune that could put one 
off the drink for an ex-
tended period. “Johnny 
Jump Up” is the tale of 
a fellow who took a bit 
too much of an extreme-
ly hard cider and suffered 
greatly for it.

It was then on to fin-
ish up with a song known 
as “Will Ye Go, Lassie, 
Go” or “Wild Mountain 
Thyme”. It is a lovely tune 
of courtship that one of 
the trio described as a tune 
that could “bring a tear to 
a man with a glass eye.”

Excellent musicianship 
was on display, but so was 
wit and a sense of humor.

All too soon the eve-
ning was over, but the lads 
were happy to take their 
time and converse with 
members of the audience.

Eventually, all drifted 
away to console them-
selves with the evening’s 
memory and anticipate 
March 2025.

LADS   I  FROM PAGE 1

WARREN – Recently the Quaboag Re-
gional Middle High School auditorium was 
filled with the thunderous sound of over 30 
African drums being played by students in 
a rhythmic beat along with professional Af-
rican drummers.

The assembly was for grades seven, eight 
and nine and attended by more than 300 
students who were cheering, drumming, 
and dancing along with the professional 
Ammaya Dance and Drum troupe.  

The Ammaya Drum and Dance Troupe 
brought their high energy show that show-
cased African culture of music and dance. 
The troupe played and danced several 
amazing performances and then had stu-
dents and staff come up on stage to drum 
and dance along with them. 

The performance was made possible for 
the students by the generous support of the 
Warren Cultural Council, a Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education 
grant and the Quaboag Regional School 
District administration.

Quaboag Regional hosts African drummers and dancers

The Ammaya Drum and Dance Troupe performed for students at Quaboag Regional Middle High School. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Students received a lesson in African drumming. Dancers performed several pieces that showcased African culture.

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Easter Brunch
Sunday, March 31 

Seatings at 10:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. & 2 p.m.
Menu Available on Facebook & Website

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering & 

Curbside Pick-up Available
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, March 26, 

Tuesday, April 9, 
Tuesday, April 23

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details

Easter Egg Hunt
& Photos with 

the Easter Bunny
Sunday, March 24 at 1 p.m. 

FREE

GOLF COURSE 
OPENS APRIL 1
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
Haston Free Library welcomed Pied 
Potter Hamelin to demonstrate a pot-
tery wheel and provide a fun history 
lesson while making samples of some 
of the unique pieces made by the Paul 
Revere Pottery Club. 

The Paul Revere Pottery Club was 
founded by Edith Guerrier and the 
Saturday Evening Girls Club in Mas-
sachusetts during the progression era. 
The Saturday Evening Girls Club was a 
reading group consisting of young Jew-
ish and Italian working women. 

As an extra activity for the SEG club, 
Guerrier opened a pottery shop and 
would train members of the SEG club 
to make pottery. The Saturday Evening 
Girls Club was established in 1899 and 
located in Boston’s North End. 

Soon the Paul Revere Pottery Club 
would soon emerge as a sub group of 
the SEG and the pottery would soon 
flourish for decades, receiving national 
and international recognition through 
features in magazines, journals and 
newsletters. 

This organization would become an 
intellectual and social hub for many 
women  who had few economic, educa-
tional, or social opportunities.

“Not just teaching pottery, but teach-
ing how to improve themselves and 
their lives and the lives around them,” 
Hamelin said. 

Red clay is most commonly used for 
pottery and plain glazed products were 
most commonly made at the Paul Re-
vere Pottery Club. 

Hamelin has been involved with pot-
tery since 1979 and at one point was a 
potter at Old Sturbridge Village. With 
unique histories such as the Saturday 
Evening Girls Club and the Paul Re-
vere Pottery Company, Hamelin began 
studying the history and was more in-
vested in the craft. 

Soon, Hamelin would begin incorpo-
rating his own workshops and demon-
strations and now has his own pottery 

shop in Warren. He makes his own pot-
tery handmade and with his unique clay 
mix and lead-free glaze, Hamelin cre-
ates both authentic reproductions and 
original red earthenware pieces.

After World War II, the Paul Revere 
Pottery Company couldn’t keep up with 
production and slowly ran out of busi-
ness and ceased operation. 

Guerrier cofounded the company 
and the Saturday Evening Girls Club 
with partner Edith Brown. At one point, 
the SEG had over 250 members. The 
club helped educate members in studies 
such as civics and reading language arts.

Guerrier was noticed in Washington, 
D.C. as a pioneer of library science. 
Guerrier is best known for develop-
ing progressive library programs in the 
1890s, including a reading program and 
a pottery studio for girls of Boston’s 
North End. 

Hamelin mentioned a talented pot-
ter by the name of Sarah Galner, who 
joined the SEG as a young girl and later 
worked at the Paul Revere Pottery Com-
pany. 

One of her fine works was a vase 
that has been missing for many years. 
No one knows of the whereabouts of 
Galner’s vase but would be considered a 
great achievement is a collector found it. 

It’s one of pottery’s biggest mysteries. 
There is a lot of Paul Revere Pottery 

pieces that are collected throughout the 
United States. In good condition, many 
items are valued in the high hundreds 
and SEG products could be upwards to 
the thousands. 

After the demonstration, Hamelin 
would then get the audience involved 
in a hands-on pinch pot workshop. The 
hands on portion of the workshop al-
lows guests to get a close look at pot-
tery making – getting to put your hands 
on the clay itself, feel its transformation 
from wet to dry formation. 

Hamelin believes that the best thing 
new potters can do is make mistakes. 

“Making mistakes is part of learning 
pottery,” Hamelin said. 

To learn more, visit https://www.
piedpotterhamelin.com/. 

Pied Potter Hamelin demonstrates at Haston library

Pied Potter Hamelin arrived at Haston Free Library to demonstrate a pottery wheel and the history of the Paul 
Revere Pottery Company.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Samples of Rick Hamelin’s work are displayed during his workshop and presentation at the Haston Free 
Public Library.

Rick Hamelin shared a lot of history behind Edith Guerrier and her contributions to pottery. 

Paul Revere Pottery was founded by Edith Guerrier in Massachusetts and was based out of the Boston area. 
The pottery gained national and international recognition.
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The youth basketball program started back in 1984 
under the leadership of Diane and Larry Buzzell. Fast 
forward to the present, the celebration on March 16 
marked 40 years of youth basketball in the town of 
North Brookfield. 

The youth basketball league is operated as a recre-
ational league open to all kids of different grade levels, 
predominantly grades one-six. Some students in mid-
dle school, grades seven and eight, had a division to 
play in as well. 

At one point, the program had around 250 kids 
playing basketball. 

The Buzzell’s children all played in the North 
Brookfield Youth Basketball program. Their grand-
children, Seth, Deacon and Logan played as well. 

North Brookfield Youth Basketball has become the 
home of multi-generations of players where relatives 
have experienced the thrill of playing basketball in the 
same program.

In 1994, the Buzzells retired from running the North 
Brookfield Youth Basketball program and handed the 
responsibility to coach Andy Caron. Born and raised 
in North Brookfield, Caron lives and breaths North 
Brookfield basketball. 

Caron is a lifelong resident of North Brookfield 
and has dedicated the last 30 years to running the 
youth basketball program. Caron in his time with the 
program served as a volunteer coach and referee for 
youth basketball. 

Like the Buzzells, Caron’s children and grandchil-
dren have participated in the youth basketball league. 
His daughters Crystal, Bethany and Jade now volun-
teer and help out with the program. 

Not only was Caron a phenomenal basketball play-
er during his time in high school, but he also just loves 
the game of basketball.

For this anniversary celebration, Caron has wel-
comed back old colleagues, friends and family who 
have a connection to him and North Brookfield Youth 
Basketball. The Buzzells were amongst the guests 
of the anniversary celebration and remain proud of 
Caron’s accomplishments. 

Both Larry and Diane were proud in their decision 
to entrust Caron to continue running the youth bas-
ketball program as the league commissioner. 

“He really cares about the kids,” said Diane Buzzell. 
“And was an incredible referee and coach.”

What Caron always acknowledges is the dedication 
of volunteers who helped out with the program and 
gave hundreds of kids the opportunity to enjoy play-
ing basketball and stick with it for years to come. 

From coaching, reffing, cleaning up, setting up 

chairs and the court the youth basketball league has 
always been able to run thanks to the volunteers. 

“There’s a lot of great people in this program,” 
Caron said. “I have always had so much support and 
so much help.”

As a youth basketball player, Caron always remem-
bered being supported by volunteers and when the 
role of league commissioner was handed down to him, 
Caron believed having volunteers is an essential source 
to continue youth basketball for North Brookfield. 

In agreement with Caron, Diane and Larry Buzzell 
believe the volunteers make the youth basketball pro-
gram a successful program. There have been dozens of 
volunteers over the last 40 years.

“We couldn’t have done all this without the volun-
teers,” Diane said. “They make a huge impact on the 
kids.”

In the last 30 years under Caron’s watch, youth bas-
ketball league has been part of practice and game from 
the month of December until the month of March. All 
the games took place and continue to take place in the 
gymnasium of North Brookfield Elementary School. 

Many families and friends gathered inside the gym-
nasium to enjoy the party featuring pizza and games 
and of course playing basketball. The kids and adults 
participate in a fun game combining basketball and 
musical chairs. 

At one point during the celebration, Caron was in-
volved in a big surprise. His three daughters present-
ed him with a custom-made basketball with his name 
and the colors of North Brookfield school, purple and 
white, to go along with the traditional orange color of 
the basketball. 

This gift is a thank you to league commissioner 
Caron and his 30 years of dedication to the North 
Brookfield Youth Basketball League. In his speech, 
Caron wanted to acknowledge all the volunteers he 
had the pleasure of working with and helping him out 
over the last 30 years. 

“In this small town we have so many great people,” 
Caron said. “I am blessed to always have the help.”

After his speech, Caron went back to reconnecting 
with old friends and colleagues as the kids continued 
playing during the anniversary celebration. Many par-
ents and their kids experienced a trip back in time as 
many poster boards of photos, trophies and banners 
showcased the history of the town’s youth basketball 
league over the years. 

The North Brookfield Youth Basketball League 
continues running strong with over 100 kids participat-
ing. Someday, Caron plans to pass down the responsi-
bility of running the youth league to his daughters.   

BASKETBALL   I  FROM PAGE 1

Andy Caron is shown alongside Diane and Larry Buzzell who started 
running North Brookfield Youth Basketball back in 1984. Caron took 
over the program in 1994. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

A plaque given to Andy Caron for his 20 years of service to the children 
of North Brookfield Youth Basketball. 

A table full of memorabilia featuring Coach Andy Caron and the teams 
of North Brookfield Youth Basketball. This poster has photos of all the 
teams and coaches of the 2007 season. 

A banner thanked the sponsors who contributed to supporting the North Brookfield Youth Basketball program. Volunteers and kids play a game combining basketball and musical chairs. 

Students of the past and present review some of the posters highlighting memories of the basketball program 
which has now been operating for 40 years. 

North Brookfield Youth Basketball features over 100 kids in different grades enjoying basketball, pizza and 
other games. 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – After some 
dreary, cold, or rainy weather 
during the past few years, the 
people attending the Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Day Road Race 
drew a winner yesterday.

On a sun-splashed afternoon 
with comfortable temperatures, 
the 47th running of the popu-
lar 10K Road Race took place.

With more than 6,000 harri-
ers competing, and many more 
taking part in the Fun Run or 
walking events, the first part of 
St. Patrick’s weekend was defi-

nitely a success.
Louis Serafini was the big 

winner of the main event. He 
completed the very hilly, 6.2-
mile course in 30:12. Serafini is 
from Cambridge.

The top female was a local 
runner from Western Massa-
chusetts. Anna Steinmen, of 

Springfield, came across the 
finish line at 37:00.

Ryan Davis, of South Had-
ley, was one of the top local 
finishers at 34:36. He was 20th 
overall.

This year’s race would fea-
ture runners from all over the 
region, the state, and surround-

ing states as many are prepar-
ing for the Boston Marathon, 
set to take place in just under 
a month on Monday, April 15. 
Many runners over the years 
have enjoyed using the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Road Race as prac-
tice for the marathon because 

More than 6,000 brighten great day at St. Patrick’s Road Race

See ROAD RACE  I  PAGE 10

The runners are off in the 2024 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Quaboag youth heads for Suburban playoffs

WARREN – Last week, 
Quaboag’s youth 5-6 Suburban 
Basketball team faced off with 
Belchertown and South Had-
ley. The Cougars season ended 
with a 4-12 record in the Blue-
Green Division.

Will Goodwin makes his way down the court. TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Zach Dermian attempts a free throw. Ben McGraph lets go of a long jump 
shot.

Colton Allen starts out down the court on a play.
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of the challenging hills throughout the 
streets of Holyoke that runners must 
navigate through.

Of the more than 6,000 runners who 
were registered, 4,442 finished the 10K 
course this year. Race officials have said 
the participation level in the event is still 
rebounding from the pandemic. Prior to 

the pandemic in 2019, race participants 
totaled about 7,000. The race was not 
held in 2020 and 2021 before it returned 
in 2022 with around 5,000 participants. 
More made their way out to the race last 
year, but that number was surpassed this 
year.

Because of that, the start of the race 
featured multiple waves, though 4RUN3 

ran the bibs and electronic results kept 
accurate results for all those involved.

A number of this year’s participants 
were featured in the usual celebratory 
costumes and outfits for St. Patrick’s 
Day, while many others opted for car-
toon and other fictional characters, such 
as Spider-Man. Several local running 
clubs also made their way to the race, 

as did the youth of the region. Youth 
participants in the race were as young as 
seven-years-old.

Security was in full force at the event 
with plenty of presence from the Mas-
sachusetts State Police, Holyoke Police, 
and Hampden County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and the event went off without 
any incidents.

ROAD RACE   I  FROM PAGE 1

The wave of runners head down the first stretch of the 6.2-mile course. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The pace truck makes its way across the finish line followed by state police, which escorts the first set of 
runners.

Male top finisher and first overall Louis Serafini, of Cambridge, finishes the race at 30:12.

Anna Steinmen, of Springfield, was the top female finisher at 37:00.

With April looming, the Quabbin 
Valley Over-28 Baseball League is look-
ing for more players to fill its open ros-
ter spots.

There are more than 15 open roster 
spots as the league heads for its open 
practice and tryout date and teams are 
looking to fill their 14-player rosters for 
a 2024 season that will see the league get 
back to its normal schedule.

The league is very enthusiastic to 
welcome new members to the league to 
fill these roster spots so all teams have 
the full depth they need. To register, go 
to: www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org and 
click on the Registration tab.

Following heavy turnover between 
2022 and 2023, the league had to down-
size to five teams and ran a modified 
schedule that included scheduled dou-
bleheaders and bye weeks for teams in 
order to complete a 15-game schedule. 
Rain also hampered the league’s sched-
ule as well last year.

On March 3, the league’s board vot-
ed to bring in a new team, bringing the 
league back up to six teams and creating 
an even schedule with every team play-
ing on 15 Sunday morning starting on 
Sunday, April 21 through late August 
with playoffs to follow.

The league is also voted to play a 
segment of its schedule using wood 

bats only. The middle five games of the 
schedule will be played that way while 
the rest of schedule is played with either 
metal or wood bats.

The league will be holding an open 
practice for all league players and espe-
cially players who are new to the league 
on Sunday, April 7 at 10 a.m. at Beach-
grounds Park in South Hadley. 

Prior to that, the next meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday March 24 at 12 
noon at the Hangar Pub & Grill in 
South Hadley. All are welcome to at-
tend the meeting, ask questions and 
express interest in joining. The league’s 
board will be discussing final prepara-
tions for the 2024 season.

The Quabbin Valley league is an 
all-abilities league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is players who are age 
28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligi-
ble to pitch in the league. Your age for 
eligibility is whatever age you will turn 
in 2024. The league is also able to en-
tertaining taking in an entire group as a 
team to add to the league. Please email 
the league board for to inquire about 
entering a team.

Games are typically held in the 
Easthampton and South Hadley area 
with some expansion to Chicopee, West 
Springfield, Agawam, and Granby be-
ing considered.

More players needed to fill 
Quabbin Valley League rosters

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame announced 
the team rosters for the 2024 Western 
Massachusetts Senior High School 
All-Star Games. On Thursday, March 
21, the Hall of Fame hosted the 2024 
All-Star event on the Jerry Colangelo 
Court of Dreams at the Hall of Fame. 
A total of 60 players were selected 
from different divisions within the re-
gion to participate in three games that 
will showcase the top seniors in their 
final high school contest. 

“The Basketball Hall of Fame is 
honored to host the top high school 
basketball players from Western Mas-
sachusetts at our 13th annual All-Star 
celebration,” said John L. Doleva, 
President and CEO of the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame. “We en-
courage the residents of Western 
Mass. to join us as we celebrate these 
outstanding seniors in the final game 
of their high school careers.” 

A committee of local coaches and 
media members who represent each 
division on the boys’ and girls’ sides 
selected the teams. Using the desig-
nated classes for the PVIAC Tourna-
ment, the players will be divided into 
six teams: two girls’ teams, two boys’ 
teams of Class A and B players, and 

two boys’ teams of Class C and D 
players. Only graduating seniors are 
eligible for the All-Star Games. Ros-
ters can be found on the next page. 

For the 13th year, the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame will recognize 
one boy and one girl as the Western 
Massachusetts Players of the Year. A 
special presentation will be made for 
the recipients during halftime of one 
of the participating games. A panel 
of local media members selects the 
award winners, who are recognized 
for their achievements on the court, in 
addition to their sportsmanship and 
character off the court. 

The three All-Star Games were 
held on Thursday, March 21. There 
were two boys games and a girls game 
on the slate. 

Among the all-stars named were 
Granby’s Colin Murdock, Monson’s 
Colin Beaupre, Ware’s Jack McKeever 
and Emily McGrail, Palmer’s Andrew 
Menard, Minnechaug’s Lylah Jean-
notte, South Hadley’s Drew Alley, 
Holyoke’s Amilyan Treadwell-Mer-
cedes and Shawn Rivera, Chicopee 
Comprehensive’s Alyssa Caney and 
Tineus McCluster, and Agawam’s 
Colin Smith.

Locals named to Senior 
All-Star Game
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

BARRE – For Quabbin Regional High School 
alumni Cody Handrahan, stepping back into his high 
school gym and standing in front of an assembly of 
students and staff; was a feeling almost beyond words.

“It’s an honor and a privilege to be back here,” 
Handrahan said at an assembly on March 7, held in 
commemoration of Purple for Prevention Week.

Handrahan attended the high school in 2008-2009, 
but never graduated. As a young teen, he smoked and 
drank a lot to fit in with his peers.

“Very quickly, that changed,” he said, when he be-
came addicted to opioids at just 15 years old.

Handrahan had the opportunity to work with 
Q-DRUG (Quabbin Drug Response Unifying Group) 
when it first started, and had its members’ support 
when he hit rock bottom and told his mother he would 
take his life. 

“They stuck by my side,” he said. 
Q-DRUG’s founder Nekr Jenkins thanked Handra-

han for sharing his story, adding that she is “so proud 
of him.” 

Jenkins then introduced former Boston Celtics 
point guard Chris Herren, who had spent the day at 
the school speaking with students in middle and high 
school as part of Purple for Prevention Week.

Herren first came to the school district in 2013, 
sharing his story from his days playing basketball in 
his driveway as a kid, to going pro, and losing every-
thing he had to addiction. 

“I’ll never be like that guy,” Herren recalled think-
ing to himself as a teenager when he sat through an 
assembly similar to this one. 

Herren said if  he could go back to 1994 to that as-
sembly, he would listen.

Over the last 15 years, Herren has spent most of 
his time traveling, speaking at schools and connecting 
with students, hoping to empower them to feel good 
about themselves and avoid using substances in order 
to feel comfortable around their peers. 

“We put way too much energy into the worst day 
and not the first day,” Herren said. 

Herren grew up in a home that was shaped by ad-
diction, as his father is an alcoholic.

“My mother was always by herself in her bedroom 
reading,” Herren recalled.

He remembered the first time his mother had the 
courage to tell his father that she would leave him if his 
drinking continued, and how at 12 years old, he asked 
her to take him away with her.

Two years later, she caught him getting drunk on his 
father’s beers.

“To this day, I don’t understand why no one in my 
family explained alcoholism,” Herren said. 

Herren went on to gain recognition as a basketball 
player on his high school team in Fall River, before 
playing for Boston College and Fresno State. He was 
ranked in the top 20 basketball players in the country 
at the height of his career. 

He was selected by the Denver Nuggets in the sec-
ond round draft pick in 1999, before being picked up 
by the Boston Celtics in 2000.

Despite his rising career, addiction continued to 
have a hold on Herren, who tried cocaine for the first 
time at 18 years old. 

“Just one line…that one line took 14 years to walk 
away from,” he said. 

It also caused him to be kicked out of Boston Col-
lege, which earned him an embarrassing headline in 
the newspaper. 

Coach Jerry Tarkanian took a chance on him, and 
he flew out to Fresno, California at 19 years old where 
he excelled on the court, but continued to fail drug 
tests.

Knowing he was going to fail another drug test; 
Herren remembers breaking down and crying in the 
athletic director’s office. The athletic director said to 
him, “it saddens me that this addiction will never let 
go of you.”

Now at 21 years old, Herren was sent to treatment, 
which was announced in a press conference. Every day, 
Herren begged his mother and his wife to take him out 
of the treatment center.

“I wasted my time,” Herren said of his first time in 
treatment. “I blew the greatest opportunity of my life. 
I was the 33rd pick, I was unbelievably fortunate…had 

a wife and a baby.”
Herren remembers that his teammates wouldn’t let 

him fall back after treatment.
He moved back home to Fall River when he was 24 

years old, and filled with pride at his accomplishments. 
One day he had a knock on his door, and it was some-
one he used to play basketball with as a kid.

“He said, ‘there’s a new painkiller,’” Herren said, 
describing the plastic bag full of little yellow pills. “In 
1999 I never heard of Oxycontin.” 

Herren gave him $20 for one pill, threw it in his 
mouth, and went back to watching cartoons with his 
son.

“That $20 turned to $20,000 a month,” he said. 
When he returned to training camp he went through 

his first detox, and it was at this time that he got the 
call that he was now a member of the Boston Celtics. 

“What should have been a dream come true, was a 
nightmare beginning for me,” Herren said. “My first 
phone call was to the kid with the pills. At that point in 
my life, I never felt so ashamed.”

Following his time with the Celtics, Herren went on 
to play for the number one team in Europe, where he 
and his family lived in a beautiful house in Italy, and he 
earned twice what he was making in the U.S.

Despite smuggling 300 80mg Oxycontin with him 
to Italy and having a plan to taper himself off of them, 
Herren quickly went through his supply.

“Unfortunately, Oxycontin doesn’t play that way,” 
Herren said. In desperation, Herren found a dealer 
and not knowing how to ask for the painkiller in Ital-
ian, he simply pointed to his arm. 

He asked for heroin. 
Three weeks later Herren and his family were re-

turning to the U.S. following the terrorist attacks on 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

“For the next six months I woke up every single 
morning with no job, went to Dunkin Donuts and buy 
heroin every day…I’d sit in my little spot and shoot it.” 

After shooting heroin, Herren would get in the 
drive-thru and order himself a coffee and Munchkins 
to bring home for his children.

It was in this Dunkin Donuts that Herren had his 
first overdose. He remembers waking up on the pave-
ment, with a police officer on top of him; his arm 
bleeding with the needle still in it.

After he bailed out of jail, he went back to the her-
oin dealer for more since it was so good it nearly killed 
him.

“I kept taking a chance at dying,” Herren said. By 
27 years old, heroin had taken over his life. 

Another overdose caused him to crash his car into a 
cemetery fence and he ended up in the hospital.

As a police officer led him through the hospital 
he said to Herren, “your poor kids have no idea how 
close you were to dying.” It was at this time that Her-
ren made the decision to take his life, when a nurse 
that had known his late mother told him she would do 
anything to help him.

She began by calling every detox facility, while the 
hospital held him as long as they could. On his last 
day in the hospital, NBA player Chris Mullin called 
him and told him that he had found a place for him in 
New York. 

Mullin was also in recovery, and he asked Herren if  
he was willing to work for it.

On day 35 in recovery, Herren had earned his first 
phone call, which he made to his wife.

“My wife was broken, she immediately started cry-
ing,” Herren recalled, as she was in the hospital giving 
birth to their third child. 

Against his counselor’s recommendation, Herren 
went home and witnessed the birth of their child. His 
first sober birth.

His oldest son cried uncontrollably in his arms in 
that hospital room, and told him “I don’t want you to 
die. I still want you to be my daddy.”

Herren went for a walk, and he didn’t go back. He 
went to the liquor store and bought cheap vodka, then 
called his drug dealer. 

“I was back on the street, taking a chance at dying,” 
Herren said. 

The next day he went back to his wife, and she told 
him she was leaving him. At 32 years old, Herren had 
nothing left to live for. 

His father was waiting for him in the hospital lobby, 
and drove him back to New York. He went back to his 
room, thought about his mother, and prayed.

Aug. 1, 2008, is now his sobriety date. 
His children and his wife are his life’s biggest bless-

ings and if  his teenager ever came home drunk or high, 
he plans to ask him “why.”

“Why can’t my son feel good enough? Why do you 
have to change yourself ?” Herren said. “There’s a lot 
of pain and suffering in my family…we all have our 
‘why.’”

About Q-DRUG
Q-Drug is celebrating its 10-year anniversary this 

year, working to empower the community to stand 
together to support substance use prevention. They 
seek to promote awareness and erase the stigma of 
substance use disorder to build a recovery supportive 
community.

For more information, visit qdrug.org, email quab-
bin.drug@gmail.com, call or text 978-434-2001 or fol-
low them on Facebook and Instagram. 

Purple for Prevention Week

Chris Herren speaks at school and community assemblies

Chris Herren gives a fist bump to a student as he walked through an 
assembly held for middle and high school students for Q-DRUG’s Purple 
for Prevention Week. TURLEY PHOTOS BY MARY WHITELAW

Former NBA player Chris Herren stands with Q-DRUG members Nekr 
Jenkins (left) and Mary Whitelaw (right).

Chris Herren autographs a basketball.
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“There will still be vegetation,” Bu-
bon said. This includes digging up 
and replanting mountain laurel that is 
growing on the site as well as additional 
plantings. 

Bubon said she believes the board 
can now recommend approval with con-
ditions. 

Brian Yergatian, Professional En-
gineer with BSC Group, appeared on 
behalf of the applicant. He said there 
has been a lot of plan review, as well as 
revisions, since he first appeared before 
the board in October of last year. 

The site is located on almost 14 acres 
of undeveloped land, of which nearly 
nine acres will be cleared and fenced 
in. All disturbed areas of the site will 
be loamed and seeded with a pollinator 
mix at the completion of construction.

The array will be located 200-feet 
from the property line, and the first 50 
feet (between the property line and the 
condominiums) will remain unchanged. 

“The array itself  will be about three 
and ½ acres within the middle of the 
site,” Yergatian said. There will be a 20-
foot wide gravel access road that will 
run north to south at the start of each 
row of solar panels for maintenance and 
emergency services. 

“The driveway itself  will just have 
one access point toward the northern 

portion of the property. It will be paved 
up until the point where there’ll be a 
sliding gate and then it will be gravel 
from that point forward,” he said. 

The driveway will have a “hammer-
head” type of turnaround and the ap-
plicant has demonstrated to the Fire 
Department that its apparatus can ma-
neuver around the site. 

Yergatian said the site will also have 
three underground stormwater cham-
bered systems to manage runoff. There 
is also a long, narrow infiltration sys-
tem. 

“Together, these four systems will 
serve to attenuate all stormwater runoff 
from the site, keeping it below the pre-
conditioned levels both in the rate of the 
peak rate of stormwater runoff, as well 
as the total volume,” he said. 

Yergatian said he reviewed corre-
spondences from the abutters voicing 
concern about stormwater runoff, and 
explained that the infiltration basin 
could actually hold a 1,000-year storm.

“I knew there was some excess capac-
ity in it, and I did see that there was a 
concern from the abutters, so I just kept 
upping the amount of rainfall until I got 
to a certain level…That was the equiv-
alent of a 1,000-year storm,” he said. 
“Hopefully there’s some assurance there 
for people.”

Yergatian said the system complies 

fully with the Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s stormwater man-
agement standards and the town’s zon-
ing requirements. 

The Planning Board unanimously 
voted to approve the site plan with 31 
conditions. 

Noble Energy site
Bubon said she completed the final 

inspection of the Noble Energy site and 
she said they are still moving forward 
with Nardelli’s Grinder Shoppe, the ice 
cream shop, coffee and more. She said 
they are trying to hire and train staff for 
the food services.

“They’re hoping in 60 days, maybe 
Nardelli’s could be open,” she said.

Bubon said the site is in really good 
condition, but a bollard had been run 
over at an electric vehicle charging sta-
tion and will be replaced. A “do not 
enter” sign had been reangled for im-
proved visibility.

She said landscaping will be complet-
ed in the spring and she will check back 
at the end of June.

Blueberry Hill Estates
Bubon said a pre-construction meet-

ing will be scheduled soon. 
A model home will be placed at the 

end of the cul-de-sac, before eventually 
being moved onto its site when a phase 
is completed. The model home will not 
be tied into water or sewer at this time. 

Town Planner’s report
The next meeting of the Planning 

Board is March 26 for site plan approval 
at 5 Snell St., the former tinsmith’s shop. 
The site will become a small retail shop 
and there is a shared parking agreement 
with the neighbor. 

Bubon said La Quinta is erecting 
a new canopy and will need a revised 
site plan due to the loss of two parking 
spots. She said there will still be plenty 
of parking.

Terry Masterson, the Economic 
Development Director will provide 
a year-end economic review for 2023 
and review survey data at an upcoming 
meeting.

New business
Bubon said the former Bank of 

America location on Main Street 
will now be the Soggy Dog Spa, a pet 
grooming business. 

Bylaw amendments
Bubon said some typographical er-

rors were found in the town’s bylaw 
amendments after going through the 
codification process. The board cleaned 
up the language to make the bylaws 
clearer and easier to understand. 

These changes will appear as articles 
on the town meeting warrant.

SOLAR   I  FROM PAGE 1

products made from interesting materi-
al. 

Few of us have not seen wooden pal-
lets. 

Pallets are structures used to secure 
material being moved in bulk. Once 
their primary use is over with, they are 
recycled for many other purposes such 
as fencing or other barriers.

Ware native Bernie Wilson, with as-
sistance from his wife, Debby Moris-
seau, originally from Chicopee, takes 
recycling of the pallets to a different 
dimension.

When asked to speak to the concept 
of why pallets, Wilson said he was “too 
cheap to buy wood.”

Of course, metal pen components 
can’t be recycled and must be bought.

Wilson dilutes paint that he uses on 
the wood to give the surface a slightly 
aged look.

You may have heard of Rhode Is-
land’s A.T. Cross Company, famous 
for supplying pens to the White House? 
Well, B & D ENT. makes pens just as 
lovely and only one town over and each 
one unique in its own right. 

Wilson presented me with one of his 
models and it looks as grown up as a 
Cross Pen. The heck with president, if  
I am ever declared emperor, I shall sign 
my decrees with it.

Pallets are not just for pens. Wilson 
also makes scoops, bottle openers, trow-
els, carry-alls, and many other tools. He 
also displayed a big pizza utility device,

Wilson does this work for the fun of 
it, but may come to the Summer Mar-
ket, if  the spirit moves him.

Flourish with Linda
Linda Fuchs runs Flourish Farm 

and has been doing it for some time 
now. This has been her first year at the 
Winter Market, though she has been 
coming to the West Brookfield Summer 
Market since its inception.

Her varieties of microgreens were 
welcome in the markets of deepest win-

ter and as we got closer to spring, other 
greens as well.

She will be at the West Brookfield 
Summer Market when it starts in June, 
but if  you can’t wait, Fuchs will be down 
the street at the Brimfield Farmers Mar-
ket on April 13 where she will bring 
micro greens as pre-cut or living boxes, 
like she had at the Winter Market, and 
cold-tolerant herb and vegetable starter 
plants:  chives, parsley, cilantro, mint, 
thyme, and lettuce, as well as spinach 
and other greens and beets.  

“I bring starter plants to market 
when they are appropriate for consum-
ers to plant outside in their gardens.  I 
don’t bring heat loving herb and vegeta-
ble plants until the time is right to plant 
those crops into the garden,” she said.

At the West Brookfield Farmers 
Market that starts on June 5, Fuchs will 
bring her usual complement of culinary 
herb and vegetable starter plants which 
include a large assortment of tomatoes, 
eggplants, sweet and hot peppers, cu-
cumbers, summer and zucchini squash 
plants, lettuce and other greens. Also, 
container gardens of salad and herb 
bowls, and hanging tomatoes.

Fuchs is one of those folks of whom 
one might say they were born to farm. 
She was involved in 4-H early on and 
her brother and his wife run Leicester’s 
Breezy Gardens. 

An uncle was a dairy farmer. Kind of 
in the blood.

When her kids got older it was time 
to grow, in the garden that is. 

As to the markets where Flourish 
vends, Fuchs makes it a point to sell in 
towns that do not have groceries, but are 
served only by convenience stores. She 
notes there are a swath of such towns in 
the region.

Flourish Farm grows using organic 
methods. Fuchs can accept SNAP & HIP 
(Healthy Incentive Program) which is a 
good deal for low-income consumers.

See everybody at next year’s Winter 
Market, if  not sooner.

MARKET   I  FROM PAGE 1

This pen was made by Ware resident Bernie Wilson. Bernie Wilson, a crafty man, makes pens out of repurposed wood pallets. 

Linda Fuchs of Flourish Farm enjoyed her first season at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, March 22, 2024  PAGE 13

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service

ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (413) 436-7686

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

EAST BROOKFIELD – The Christian 
Community Choir presents “Raise the Crown,” 
a musical for Easter on Sunday, March 24 and 
Sunday, April 7, both at 3 p.m. 

The first performance on Sunday, March 
24 at 3 p.m. will be at East Brookfield Baptist 
Church, 262 East Main St. The second perfor-
mance on Sunday, April 7 at 3 p.m. will be at St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church, 131 Blaine 
Avenue.

Community choir 
presents ‘Raise 
the Crown’

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

FREE REFRIGERATOR
21 cubic foot Amana refrigerator with 
ice maker. Ivory, good condition. Come 
and get it. Free. Clean photos on re-
quest. 508-344-4879, West Brook-
field.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY

Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Brookfield is seeking an 
experienced full-time Highway Su-
perintendent. Full job description at 
brookfieldma.us.  Please submit 
resume and cover letter to selectmen@
brookfieldma.us. Application review 
will begin after March 28th. Resumes 
accepted until position is filled. Brook-
field is an equal opportunity employer.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook.  Hours are flexible, but must 
be worked during the regular highway 
department hours of Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist 
the Highway Superintendent.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open 
until filled. Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS ISFind archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  
The Town of Brookfield is seeking 
qualified applicants for the posi-
tion of Town Administrator. Re-
sponsibilities include professional, 
administrative, supervisory, and 
technical work. See job description 
at brookfieldma.us. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Current 
appropriation $89,989.00 Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to Selectmen@brookfieldma.
us. Open until filled. Equal Oppor-
tunity/Affirmative Action Employer

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR 1

P/T EMERGENCY DISPATCHER
P/T PUBLIC TV PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. Open until 
filled.  EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is seeking to 
fill the position of Assistant Treasurer/
Tax Collector:  7-10 Hours a week, the 
position consists of assisting in the 
collection and posting of real estate, 
personal property and motor vehicle 
excise taxes.  Assist in mailings and 
general office duties.  Special require-
ment:  Must meet the requirements 
to be bonded. Proficient in commu-
nicating with the public, computer 
skills, record keeping, and clerical 
skills.  Please send a cover letter and 
resume to Town of Worthington, 
Tax Collector’s Office, P.O. Box 
213, Worthington, MA  01098 by:  
April 11, 2024.
The Town of Worthington is an equal 

opportunity employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gilbert-
ville. Two lifts, compressor, office, bath-
room/washroom. Large 10 ft overhead 
electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 phase 
electric. Room for 5 vehicles plus 
inside and outside parking. Located 
right on Rt 32. Perfect for a business 
or? $1,500/month. Call Don @(413) 
758-3039. 

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED TAX SERVICES

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Recycle Your Stuff for Cash
in the CLASSIFIEDS

Call, email  
or use the 
form in the 
papers to 

sell.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@turley.com • 413-283-8393

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
Post your 

job openings 
in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

During the week of March 11-17, the 
East Brookfield Police Department re-
sponded to 268 building/property checks, 
116 directed area patrols, 11 traffic con-
trols, 20 radar assignments, 13 emergency 
911 calls, two complaints, one assist other 
agency, eight citizen assists, one investi-
gation, one fraud, three fire calls, three 
motor vehicle accidents, five animal calls 
and 43 motor vehicle stops in the town of 
East Brookfield.

Monday, March 11
9:51 a.m. Assist Citizen, Rail Trail, 

Services Rendered
11:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Route 49, Transported to Hospital
1:21 p.m. Safety Hazard, East Main 

Street, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
5:05 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Checked/Secured
5:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
6:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Out of 

Town, Citation Issued
8:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation issued
9:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued

Tuesday, March 12
9:55 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Har-

rington Street, Officer Handled
1:06 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

3:49 p.m. Assist Citizen, Gleason Av-
enue, Services Rendered

4:50 p.m. Fraud, Connie Mack Drive, 
Officer Handled

7:55 p.m. Complaint, Connie Mack 
Drive, Officer Handled

8:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

Wednesday, March 13
7:41 a.m. Assist Citizen, Faith Drive, 

Spoken To
10:56 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Spoken To
11:36 a.m. Building/Property Check, 

Harrington Street, Arrest(s) Made
5:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
6:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
10:35 p.m. Complaint, East Main 

Street, Officer Handled

Thursday, March 14
11:29 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Podunk Road, Transported to Hospital
12:27 p.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown, 

Officer Handled
2:32 p.m. Medical Emergency, North 

Brookfield Road, Services Rendered
3:26 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, Harrington Street, Transported to 
Hospital

3:26 p.m. 911 Animal Call, East 
Main Street, Merge

4:35 p.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, East 
Main Street, Investigated

5:58 p.m. 911 Fire/Structure, East 

Main Street, Investigated
7:14 p.m. Medical Emergency, Route 

49, Transported to Hospital
7:18 p.m. Assist Citizen, Out of 

Town, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
9:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Vehicle Towed

Friday, March 15
5:42 a.m. 911 Gunshots, Draper 

Road, Unfounded
6:03 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

South Street, Transported to Hospital
10:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued
10:28 a.m. Investigation, East Main 

Street, Investigated
11:02 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

6:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 
49, Criminal Complaint

8:18 p.m. 911 Disturbance, Tarbell 
Drive, Transported to Hospital

Saturday, March 16
11:25 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
11:33 a.m. Fire/Auto, East Main 

Street, Extinguished
12:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Arrest(s) Made
3:31 p.m. Building/Property Check, 

Stevens Road, Citation Issued
5:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
6:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Written Warning

8:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

9:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:48 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Connie Mack Drive, Transported to 
Hospital

Sunday, March 17
12:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

North Brookfield Road, Vehicle Towed
2:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
3:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
10:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued

East Brookfield Police Log

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE PACKAGE REBATES! 
SEE OUR AMAZON STORE!
BILL’S BEST DEALS
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
EASTER TOY SALE!!! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
PRESEASON BIKE SALE!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

ANOTHER 
ONE SOLD!
127 West Main Street, 

West Brookfield SOLD!SOLD!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING - $469,900
521 Brimfield Rd., Warren, MA 

This move-in ready, well 
maintained, young Colonial 
built in 2021 can be yours 
on a lmost  2 acres in 
Warren, MA  The first level 
has an open concept floor 
plan that includes a living room, kitchen, and a 
dining area with an oversized slider that leads to 
a composite deck overlooking the backyard. The 
first floor level also offers the 4th bedroom  and a 
full bath.  The upstairs has 3 bedrooms, a laundry 
and a full bath. Massive closet in the primary 
bedroom. High efficiency propane boiler.  The full, 
walkout basement has patio doors leading to the 
side yard and could be finished for additional living 
area. Its timeless design, gracious living spaces, 
and convenient location, this two-story colonial is 
more than just a home – it’s a sanctuary where 
cherished memories are made and treasured for 
generations to come. Don’t miss your chance for 
this home to be yours.

NEW LISTING - $399,000
56 Front St., West Brookfield, MA

Welcome to your 
cozy c i rca 1880 
farmhouse located 
in the quaint town 
of West Brookfield, 
w h e r e  m o d e r n 
c o m f o r t  m e e t s 
rustic charm.   Cabinet packed kitchen leads 
to a large dining area with sliders to the pool 
area.  Enjoy the hot days of New England in your 
above ground, 18X33”, swimming pool. Nestled 
within this home are 2 convenient and efficient 
pellet stoves, offering warmth and ambiance on 
chilly evenings. A  bedroom and  laundry area are 
located on the 1st floor. Plenty of room for gardens 
and animals. This home also boasts  an impressive 
detached  garage/barn featuring an Atlas,10k lb. 
car lift, waste oil heating system, and an oversized 
12 ft. garage door.  A dream come true for any car 
enthusiast.  The property is the last house on a 
dead end street.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 11-14 .. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

NIGHT 
CANADA & 
NEW 
ENGLAND 
CRUISE 
Norwegian Gem – 
Departing August 30
Call now – 
Availability Limited!

SPRING AWAKENING SPECIAL

KICK OFF THE GRILLING SEASON 
THE RIGHT WAY

Get ready to fire up the grill and savor 
the flavors of the season with our Spring 
Special on Ground Beef.

40 1lb packages for $250. That’s a 30% 
savings. Order online or in-store.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com • 508-980-7085.

20% OFF ALL BEEF PRODUCTS 
Use coupon in-store or code 
SpringSale online.

Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 03/24/24.

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market 
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my 

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years 

508-341-8299 
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

Call Today For Your Free Estimate
321-506-3446

Residential/Commercial
Licensed/Insured:

- Weekly Lawn Maintenance
- Spring and Fall Clean Ups
- Aeration and Overseeding

- Mulch Installation
- Shrub and Tree Trimming
- Garden Bed Renovation

- Planting
- Small Tractor Work

Eganlawncare.com

Egan
Lawn Care

321-506-3446

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS
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TODAY FOR
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LOCAL BUSINESS


