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FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, 
and pork along with a variety of other farm 
store staples. Also serving homemade meals 
from our farm kitchen.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Enjoy our succulent smoked hams and convenient single-
serve dinners. Order now for an unforgettable feast. 
Dinners must be picked up on March 30. 
Hams may be picked up any day this week.

Turn to Farmer Matt for your 
Easter Dinner. Full dinners and smoked 
hams available.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Andrea Franz 
and Peg Hall, school counsel-
ors at Warren Community El-
ementary School, attended the 
School Committee meeting stu-
dents who are members of the 
school’s Kindness Club.

At the March 18 meeting, 
sixth graders Mack, Aria, Ben 
and Callie shared their experi-
ence being a part of the Kind-
ness Club, which is now in its 
second year. The club meets ev-
ery Monday during lunch and 
recess to help spread kindness 
throughout the school.

“We chose to participate 
in Kindness Club because we 

like to be leaders in our school 
and to encourage others to be 
kind,” Mack said.

Aria said one of the first 
things the Kindness Club did 
this school year was to organize 
a food drive, which collected 
over 500 pounds of food which 
was donated to a food pantry 
in Ware. She said the club also 
made gifts for 75 staff mem-

bers.
“We also visited all of the 

classrooms to talk about acts 
of kindness,” Aria said. “Each 
student wrote about their own 
act of kindness on a heart 
which we collected and made 
a kindness tree with all of our 
hearts.”

Ben said the Kindness Club 
will continue to visit classrooms 

to spread kindness and do fun 
activities with the students. 
Club members will also team 
up with kindergarten and first 
grade students to read books 
and draw pictures.

“With one of our first grade 
classrooms, we were able to join 
gym class and play a ball game 
with them,” he said.

School district recognizes student achievements

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library wel-
comed Eric “Homeslice” Weiss 
of Homeslice Puppetry recent-
ly, to lead a class on puppetry. 

Weiss is a puppet builder 

and teacher who offers pup-
petry classes in custom made 
puppets in many forms. The 
class featured teens and adults 
who wanted to craft something 
interesting that really stands 
out. 

This class by Homeslice 
taught participants how to 
make deluxe sock puppets with 

a more advanced step by step 
process. Many elements go into 
the design of a deluxe sock 
puppet: there are mouth plates 
that represent the mouth of the 
puppet, foam to represent the 
skull and then comes charac-
terization. 

Weiss is a self-taught artist 

Library hosts Homeslice puppetry class

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Timothy Mc-
Cormick shared Measure of 
Academic Performance assess-
ment results from fall to the 
winter.

At the March 18 School 
Committee meeting, he said 

students are tested three times 
a year to look for growth and 
achievement. Students are mea-
sured against students across 
the country.

McCormick said there were 
“bright spots” in the data, but 
not all of the students in the 
high school completed the test, 
so the growth data only ac-
counts for half of the students.

MAP assessment shows 
district-wide growth in math

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

BARRE – After celebrating 
its 20-year anniversary four 
years ago, Listening Wellness 
Center is ready to turn the page 
on its next chapter with a new 
executive director at its helm. 

Barre resident Beatriz Ar-
royo has recently filled the role, 
following the departure of 
longtime Executive Director 
Laura Dusha Nelson. 

Arroyo and her boyfriend 
moved to Barre with her sister, 
purchasing their dream home 
near the idyllic common. With 
the first year spent making the 
old house into a home, Arroyo 

Listening Wellness 
Center welcomes new 
executive director

Barre resident Beatriz Arroyo has been 
named Listening Wellness Center’s new-
est executive director.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

Once the structure of the sock was completed guests got into the characterization aspect of the puppetry class featuring eyes, noses 
and hair. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

See PUPPETS   I   PAGE 8 See DIRECTOR   I   PAGE 8

See SCHOOL  I   PAGE 12

See MAP  I   PAGE 12
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NEW BRAINTREE – The New Braintree Public 
Library, 45 Memorial Drive, is offering three Story 
Time programs in April on Mondays, April 1, 15 and 
29, each will begin at 9 a.m.   

The focus of the April 1 program will be on eggs 
and will feature “Peep and Egg” by Laura Gehl, “Egg” 
by Kevin Henkes and “Whose Egg?” by Guy Trough-
ton and Lynette Evans.  

The April 15 program will focus on bugs and will 
feature “Back Yard Bugs” by Jill McDonald, “Bugs 
for Lunch” by Margery Peckham and “How Does A 
Caterpillar Change?” by Eric Carle.  

The April 29 program will have an Earth Day 
theme and will feature “The Curious Garden” by Pe-
ter Brown. 

This reading and crafts program for preschool chil-
dren is typically held twice a month on Mondays at the 
library. Parental supervision is required. 

People may call the library at 508-867-7650 during 
regular business for more information.

New Braintree Library 
hosts story times

EAST BROOKFIELD – The Christian 
Community Choir presents “Raise the Crown,” 
a musical for Easter on Sunday, April 7, at 3 
p.m. at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
131 Blaine Avenue.

Community choir 
presents ‘Raise 
the Crown’

KofC sponsors first major 
fundraiser of the year

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

WARE – The St. Aloysius Catho-
lic School in Gilbertville is working to 
raise money through several fundraisers 
to construct a playground for the stu-
dents to enjoy at recess.

The school’s Financial Manager and 
Enrollment Coordinator, Roberta Mc-
Quaid, has been working with the mem-
bers of the school’s PTO and the Ware 
Council 183 Knights of Columbus to 
bring this playground into being.

“The playground is for the school, 
for our elementary school students. 
For them to actually have playground 
equipment will be wonderful,” Mc-
Quaid said. 

The Joe C. Knight Memorial Play-
ground will be built in memoriam of a 
beloved community member. With the 
fence built first, it brings safety as the 
school awaits the final construction of 
the play equipment. 

“Joe and Jen Knight were founding 
parents of the school in 2016, and Joe 
was a board member up until his pass-

ing two years ago,” McQuaid said. “His 
mother, Kathy Knight teaches second 
and third grade at the school.” 

The first major fundraising event this 
year will be a Spaghetti Dinner Fund-
raiser on Saturday, April 6 at St. Mary’s 
Church hall on South Street. Ware 
Council 183 Knights of Columbus is 
sponsoring the event, and they will be 
using the hall to host and the kitchens 
to cook. 

Keeping toes tapping and the beat 
going at the dinner is the renowned Ed-
die Forman polka band. The band is 
donating their performance for the en-
tire event.

“The families have been contribut-
ing and helping by selling tickets, and 
contributing items for themed baskets 
that will be raffled off at the end of the 
night,” McQuaid said.

The next fundraising event will be 
a 5K held at Grenville Park the first 
weekend of May. “Many of our families 
participate in the 5K – you can walk or 
run,” McQuaid said.

The school and community are look-
ing forward to the construction of this 
playground, and it will bring fun and 
enjoyment to the children for many 
years to come.

Eddie Forman band plays 
for playground
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. 
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN ........................

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
WHOLE HAM ..........................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 
3/28/24-4/3/24

$244

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDDABALL 
WHOLE SMOKED 
PIT HAM .............................

$369

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE 
TURKEYS ...................

USDA INSP. 

KINGFISH STEAKS w/ 
HEAD OR TAIL ........................
USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

HADDOCK FILLETS .................

$4999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CLEANED 
CONCH MEAT 5 LB BOX ..................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
HONEY HAM 3 LB AVERAGE ....

$199
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$599

$199
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WILD CAUGHT 
SALMON FILLETS 1 LB BAG ......... lb

$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPER, 
BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK 1 LB .............99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...................$129

USDA INSP.
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

EASTER HAMS

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$499
lb

$555
lb

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Accompanies silent film 
‘Speedy’ at Stone Church 

HARDWICK – Organist extraordi-
naire Peter Edwin Krasinski will present 
“Speedy”, a 1928 baseball-themed silent 
film on a theater-sized movie screen 
with live improvised accompaniment 
on the historic instrument at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center, 283 Main St., 
Gilbertville, at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 
6.

Harold Lloyd, Ann Christy and Bert 
Woodruff star in this Oscar-nominated 
comedy classic, with cameo appearanc-
es by Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. Hosts 
Friends of the Stone Church will serve 
free popcorn and snacks. 

Tickets are $20 at the door or online 
at https://buytickets.at/friendsofthe-
stonechurch/943723. Youth under 18 
are admitted free. 

Group tickets for families of more 
than three will be capped at $60 for the 
group. 

Nominated for an Oscar in 1928, 
“Speedy” is the story of a Yankees fan 
who saves from extinction New York 
City’s last horse-drawn trolley, operated 
by his girlfriend’s grandfather. 

Krasinski’s unique live accompani-
ment will take the audience on a capti-
vating journey into the Roaring Twen-
ties, a golden age for American sports 
fans. 

To integrate sound and silent pictures, 
Krasinski memorizes each film. His 
spontaneous performances seamlessly 
reflect the films’ actions and characters’ 
states of mind, bringing productions to 
life with relevance and compassion. In 
recognition of his talent and creativity, 
he received the First Prize in Improvi-
sation from the American Guild of Or-
ganists National Competition. 

House Organist of the Providence 
Performing Arts Center, Krasinski was 
named last year as the official House 
Organist at Mechanics Hall, Worces-
ter. A past Dean of the Boston Chapter 
AGO, Krasinski is active as Organist at 
First Church of Christ Scientist in Prov-
idence, accompanist at Beth El Temple 
Center in Belmont and he has presented 
Master Classes at the Sibelius Academy, 
Helsinki, Finland.  

Krasinski appeared in 2023 in his 
own cameo for an Oscar-nominated 
film “The Holdovers”, set and filmed in 
New England.

“Speedy” will be Krasinski’s seventh 
family film concert in the Silents Are 
Golden series in Gilbertville. Home 
viewers can hear excerpts from his Let 
Joy Resound! organ concerts, re-open-
ing the landmark Stone Church in 2016, 
and two of his best accompanied silent 
films, the 1924 original “Peter Pan”, re-
corded in 2021 with no audience, due to 
the pandemic, and the 1929 film “It”, 
starring Clara Bow, recorded in 2022 
with live audience. 

Tune in via the FOSC website: 
FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org/music/.

Spring 2024 Concerts at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center are sponsored 
by Boston Financial Management and 
many FOSC donors. Additional sup-
port comes from the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency, and from the 
Cultural Councils of Barre, Oakham 
and Petersham, which are supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council. 

FOSC is pleased to be participating 
in the Mass Cultural Council’s Card 
to Culture program by extending dis-
counts to EBT, WIC and Connector-
Care health plan insurance cardholders. 
Eligible participants may request up 
to two free tickets at the box office on 
the day of the event. Bring EBT, WIC 
or Connector Care health plan card for 
2024.

About FOSC
Friends of the Stone Church, Inc. 

is a public charitable corporation and 
community group organized in 2015 
and open to all. Its mission is to pre-
serve and protect the Gilbertville Stone 
Church Cultural Center and to make it 
available as a place of community en-
richment. 

The Friends welcome donations to-
ward the ongoing preservation project 
and the concerts online at www.Friend-
softheStoneChurch.org or by mail to 
FOSC, P.O. Box 347, Gilbertville, MA 
01031.    

Organist Peter Krasinski celebrates America’s pastime

Peter Krasinski is shown with soprano Maria Ferrante at Mechanics Hall  SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Harold Lloyd as Horold Speedy Swift; Ann Christy as Jane Dillon; Bert Woodruff as her granddaddy Pop Dillon; 
and Byron Douglas as W.S. Wilton starred in the 1928 silent film “Speedy”.

Connect with us online
Quaboag Current 

N E W S P A P E R
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LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.

THE QUABOAG CURRENT (USPS# 
10860) is published weekly (every 
Friday) by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Telephone at 413-283-
8393 or fax at 413-289-1977.  
Periodical Postage Prices are Paid 
at Palmer, MA.

POSTMASTER: Please send 
address changes to: Quaboag 
Current, 24 Water Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069.
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CURREN T

Dear Rusty 
If a person is collecting Social Security 

disability benefits, can they, at any point, 
work at all? If they can, what is the max-
imum they can earn and still keep the dis-
ability benefit? 

I am asking because my husband is still 
young, but his injuries will not allow him to 
go back to the job he had prior to his inju-
ries and surgeries. He does not just want to 
sit at home doing nothing. 

Signed: Concerned Wife

Dear Concerned: 
Actually, the Social Security Adminis-

tration encourages those collecting Social 
Security Disability Insurance benefits to at-
tempt to go back to work and they provide 
considerable leeway for them to do so. The 
monthly earnings limit for those collecting 
SSDI benefits in 2024 is $1,550 and as long 
as your husband earns less than the limit 
while working, his SSDI benefits will not be 
in jeopardy. 

Your husband should contact Social Se-
curity’s Ticket to Work program directly to 
protect his disability status and discuss re-
turning to work while collecting SSDI ben-
efits.

The Ticket to Work program assists 
those now receiving SSDI benefits who wish 
to test their ability to return to work with-
out putting their SSDI benefits at risk. The 
program provides considerable assistance, 
including new career training opportunities 
and connection to potential employers and 
it is voluntary and costs nothing. 

Here is a link to Social Security’s infor-
mation on the Ticket to Work program: 
https://choosework.ssa.gov/

It’s not mandatory for your husband to 
enroll in the Ticket to Work program but, 
in addition to other available assistance, 
he can request a Trial Work Period, which 
would allow for nine months, over a rolling 
five year period, during which he can earn 
any amount even over the normal monthly 
limit mentioned above without risking his 
SSDI benefits. 

Within the Trial Work Period, only those 
months he earns over the normal month-
ly SSDI limit would count as a Trial Work 
Month. So, for example, your husband 
could work part time regularly earning 
under the normal monthly limit and if, in 
some months (up to nine), he earned more it 
wouldn’t affect his SSDI benefits. 

So, your younger disabled husband can, 
indeed, work while on Social Security dis-
ability, for as long as he wishes while earn-
ing under the monthly SSDI limit, the SSDI 
earnings limit changes yearly. He may also 
wish to enroll in Social Security’s Ticket to 
Work program for assistance with develop-
ing a new career. 

Plus, he can take advantage of using trial 
work months in the event his work earnings 
will, at times, exceed the monthly SSDI lim-
it. 

If  your husband earns over the SSDI lim-
it for more than the nine trial work months 
and his benefits are consequently stopped, 
he can within the five-year Trial Work Pe-
riod have his benefits reinstated (without 
again going through the full application 
process) if  his disability, once more, renders 
him unable to work full time. 

For starters, I suggest your husband con-
tact Social Security’s Ticket to Work pro-
gram directly at 1.833-889-0108 to discuss 
returning to work part time. Social Security 
will guide him through the entire process. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Securi-
ty Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC. 

This week’s column was half done when 
I received a text from a good friend 
who I haven’t seen in a few months.  

She had just read last week’s article and 
was reaching out to congratulate me on my 
impending delivery. What?  If  I were having 
a baby, my name may end up in more than 
just the local paper- try the Guinness Book 
of World Records.

Anyhow, I accidentally sent an old col-
umn in, not the one I revamped in honor of 
my first born’s birthday. I am sorry you all 
missed out on a few new things I had to say 
about the Gerber daisy, but I hope this gave 
you a good laugh.

Another dear friend visited Cape Cod this 
past week.  She left the morning that we had 
some freezing rain and light snow.  

Later in the day I received a picture in a 
text message that said, “at least it’s spring 
somewhere!”  I chuckled as I looked at the 
pretty Polyantha Primroses (Primula spp.) 
planted outside of an establishment, almost 
beckoning tourists to jump start the busy sea-
son!  

I countered her picture with one of my 
own, a picture of a primrose in my garden, 
just greening up but still weeks away from 
flowering. Why not take a closer look at this 
double duty plant, just in time for Easter giv-
ing.  

What exactly do I mean by double duty?  
Pick one up at the grocery store to enjoy in-
doors this spring and then plant it in the gar-
den.  

Better yet, purchase a primrose as an Eas-
ter hostess gift and it will be a spring harbin-
ger for years to come – a memory of you! 
Even though they are usually sold in small 
pots, it’s hard to miss their brightly colored 
flowers poking up through basal foliage.  

They come in almost every color of the 
rainbow.  Like the infamous pregnancy gift 
from last week’s column, primroses also fall 
into the happy plant category! 

Many types of primrose make great gar-
den plants; check the label to make sure the 
one you purchase is hardy before planting it 
outdoors. I have had a clump of primroses 
blooming for years now that originally start-
ed out as a potted plant.  

If  it’s been growing indoors for a while, 
be sure to let it harden off a bit before plant-
ing it in the ground; a partly shady spot with 
moisture retentive soil is best.

Typically, primroses need to be divided ev-
ery three years or so, evident by die-out that 
begins in the center of the plant. Simply sep-
arate a chunk from the outer portion of the 
plant and replant it in rejuvenated soil.  

I prefer to do this early in the season, but 
it can also be accomplished right after flow-
ering has ended.  In the heat of the summer, 
and especially in drier soils, the plant can 
look a little yellow and ragged.  

Keeping it well watered helps.  
One year, when money was tight, I divid-

ed a plant and potted up one of the divisions 
and gave it to my sister in law as a hostess 
gift. She still has it growing in her garden, 
and every once in a while, will send a picture 
of it happily blooming.  

I’ve tried in earnest to grow Japanese 
Primrose (Primula japonica) but something 
in my soil apparently isn’t right.  I will prob-
ably buy another one this year and hope be-

Can someone work while collecting 
Social Security Disability?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Primroses serve 
double duty

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, March 30th ~ 8pm-11:30pm

Gypsy Six

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm

Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Friday, April 5th

8pm-10pm

Moonlight Saints

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

Come Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day

Weekend With Us! 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

yond hope to eventually end up with a 
stand of them like they have in the dis-
play gardens at Positively Perennials. 

The sea of whorled flowers in light 
and dark pink is arboretum worthy. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 

at the University of Massachusetts. 
For 31 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

Hamilton on Foreign Policy

As Americans, we have 
a duty to respond to 
disasters

The earthquakes that struck northwestern Afghani-
stan this month were devastating and horrific. 

They caused at least 1,295 deaths and injured at 
least 1,800 people, according to the United Nations. 
They compounded a humanitarian crisis that has 
grown worse since the Taliban took over the country 
in 2021. 

 Faced with such immense suffering, the human re-
sponse is to want to help, and we are. 

The U.S. Agency for International Development, 
our nation’s primary international disaster response 
agency, is providing $12 million in humanitarian assis-
tance. Other nations and private organizations are also 
providing relief.

 But the scale of the world’s suffering can seem over-
whelming, and 2023 has been an especially bad year:

In February, two powerful earthquakes hit south-
ern Turkey, killing more than 50,000 people in Turkey 

and war-torn Syria and leaving hundreds of thousands 
homeless. They were the deadliest quakes in Turkey’s 
modern history.

In September, a massive Mediterranean storm 
dumped heavy rain on Libya. Two dams collapsed, re-
sulting in floods that killed more than 11,000 people 
and displaced tens of thousands. It followed a string of 
deadly floods in China, Brazil, Greece and elsewhere.

Also in September, an earthquake struck the High 
Atlas Mountains in Morocco, killing nearly 3,000 peo-
ple, injuring over 5,000 and leaving many homeless in 
remote areas.

There have been disasters here at home, including 
the wildfires that killed nearly 100 people in Hawaii in 
August as well as floods, drought and more. In the first 
eight months of 2023, the U.S. experienced a record 23 
weather and climate disasters that caused more than 
$1 billion in damages. 

President Joe Biden has issued dozens of disaster 
and emergency proclamations this year.

 All this hardship challenges us to respond. It raises 
an important recurring question: What is our duty to 
people who, through no fault of their own, have their 
lives turned upside down by disasters.

In my view, Americans can and should take a lead-
ing role in relieving suffering. 

We have the resources, and most of us take pride in 
helping as much as we can. We have a moral duty to 
step up: it’s the right thing to do. 

It also provides an opportunity to win favor in the 
world. It generates a lot of goodwill when we provide 
assistance.

 And we can afford it. Americans consistently over-
estimate what we spend on foreign aid. In fact, it’s less 
than 1% of the federal budget, and disaster assistance 
is just a fraction of that.

 The world sees the U.S. as a leader in humanitarian 

relief. We respond to dozens of international disasters 
every year. 

Our help is more effective when it’s delivered in 
coordination with other countries, of course, often 
through organizations like the United Nations.

 Philanthropic efforts also play a vital role. Many 
Americans donate generously to organizations like the 
International Red Cross, the Red Crescent, CARE, 
Save the Children and many others. 

When a disaster strikes, experts typically recom-
mend giving money to established organizations, 
which have the experience and infrastructure to get 
help where it’s needed.

 Of course, it would be ideal if  we could prevent 
disasters, or lessen their likelihood. In some cases, we 
can. 

For example, climate change has increased the fre-
quency and severity of floods, drought and fires. Cut-
ting greenhouse gas emissions and conserving energy 
can reduce the likelihood that these disasters will con-
tinue to grow more serious. 

We can’t prevent earthquakes, but we can support 
efforts to build resilient physical infrastructure in re-
gions where quakes are common.

When disasters strike, as they inevitably will, we can 
respond promptly and generously. 

True, Americans can’t do all this on our own. But 
we are the richest country in the world. 

We can do a lot to respond to and alleviate human 
suffering, and we should.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; 
a Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and International Studies; and a 
Professor of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Pub-
lic and Environmental Affairs. He was a member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering & 

Curbside Pick-up Available
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, April 9, 
Tuesday, April 23

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website 
For More Details

Easter Brunch
Sunday, March 31 

Seatings at 10:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. & 2 p.m.
Menu Available on Facebook & Website

Reservations Only

GOLF COURSE OPENS APRIL 1

• All leftovers must go - No hidden fees
• All new 2022s are less than invoice
• Great Deals on all 2024 trailers
• Family Owned & Operated for 60 Years
• Open House Discounts on parts & accessories
• Saturdays - April 6 & 13 - 8am to 5pm
• Sundays - April 7 & 14 - 10am to 5pm
• Daily Door Prizes
• Flippin’ The Bird BBQ Food Truck 

Breakfast & Lunch Saturdays April 6 & 13 
Lunch Sundays April 7 and 14

• The deals continue 
from April 6 through April 14 -  
Monday-Saturday 8am to 5pm

MANNS RV - OPEN HOUSE!
52 Barre Paxton Road, Rutland, MA • mannsrv.com • 508-886-4745 (voice or text)

BUY NOW 
TO ENJOY

THIS 
SUMMER!

APRIL 6 & 7
APRIL 13 & 14

FLIPPIN’ 
THE BIRD 
BBQ FOOD 

TRUCK

During the week of March 18-
24, the East Brookfield Police De-
partment responded to 157 building/
property checks, 96 directed area 
patrols, five traffic controls, 11 ra-
dar assignments, six emergency 911 
calls, one complaint, two citizen 
assists, one motor vehicle investiga-
tion, one larceny/theft/shoplifting, 
one fire call, five animal calls and 43 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
East Brookfield.

Monday, March 18
10:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

6:30 p.m. 911 Misdial, Pond 
View Road, Services Rendered

Tuesday, March 19
10:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued
6:44 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Cove Street, Transported to 
Hospital

8:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Main Street, Citation Issued

9:09 p.m. Radar, Route 49, Writ-
ten Warning

9:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued
10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

East Main Street, Citation Issued
10:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

East Main Street, Citation Issued

Wednesday, March 20
3:49 a.m. Medical Emergency, 

West Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

12:04 p.m. Larceny/Theft/Shop-
lifting, West Main Street, Report 
Taken

2:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Main Street, Citation Issued

4:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 
Mack Drive, Officer Handled

6:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Podunk Road, Written Warning

Thursday, March 21
7:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Harrington Street, Citation Issued
7:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle Inves-

tigation, Podunk Road, Spoken To
10:59 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Connie Mack Drive, Trans-
ported to Hospital

11:38 a.m. Assist Citizen, Con-
nie Mack Drive, Officer Handled

1:36 p.m. 911 Complaint/Mo-

tor Vehicle Operations, East Main 
Street, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

7:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Route 49, Citation Issued

8:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Main Street, Citation Issued

8:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Main Street, Citation Issued

Friday, March 22
10:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued
5:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Maple Way, Citation Issued

Saturday, March 23
8:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Harrington Street, Citation Issued
11:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Gleason Avenue, Summons Issued

Sunday, March 24
8 a.m. 911 Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, Route 49, Tak-
en/Referred to Other Agency

10 a.m. Fire/Chimney, Podunk 
Road, Extinguished

6:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Main Street, Arrest(s) Made

During the week of March 18-25, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police Department responded to 20 
building/property checks, 28 directed/area patrols, 
eight traffic controls, four radar assignments, two 
emergency 911 calls, one citizen assist, one assist 
other agency, six safety hazards, one motor vehicle 
investigation, one identity theft, one chimney fire, one 
animal call and four motor vehicle stops in the town 
of New Braintree.

Monday, March 18
5:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre Road, Writ-

ten Warning

Wednesday, March 20
1:42 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Memorial Drive, 

Officer Handled

Thursday, March 21
6:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Investigation, Hard-

wick Road, Spoken To
7:28 a.m. 911 Fire/Chimney, Barr Road, Extin-

guished

Friday, March 22
4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ravine Road, Ci-

tation Issued

      Satur-
day, March 23

12:33 p.m. 911 Assist 
Citizen, Gilbertville Road, 
No Action Required

1:58 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Utley Road, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

2:06 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Barre Road, Officer 
Handled

2:39 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Worcester Road, Re-
moved Hazard

Sunday, March 24
1:16 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, Hardwick Road, 
Checked/Secured

7:58 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Pierce Road, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

12:07 p.m. Identity 
Theft, Memorial Drive, 
Report Taken

Monday, March 25
6:55 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, Gilbertville Road, 
Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

East Brookfield Police Log New Braintree 
Police Log

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

GRILL
SALE!

GIANT
TOY
   DEPT!

EASTER
GOING

ON NOW!SALE!

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

OAKHAM – When Rev. Richard Pryce retired from 
the ministry, he and his wife, Gail, began attending the 
Oakham Congregational Church.

Thus began the Rutland couples association with 
the Oakham community and Dismas Farm, located on 
Lincoln Road. Chris Drolet, who was bringing a meal 
on Wednesday, to those living at Dismas Farm, asked 
the couple if they would like to prepare a dish and 
come with her to supper with the clients at the farm. 

They said yes and their long time relationship with 
those living at the farm began. They not only brought 
a meal to the clients, who were in recovery, but offered 
them support. 

The Dismas motto is “we are family.” The Pryces are 
a second set of parents, grandparents and of course, 
friends to the Dismas Family.

On March 1 the Dismas family honored the cou-
ple by dedicating its newest building in town, a home 
for those who “graduated” so to speak from the farm 
to apartment living by naming the place the Reverend 
Richard and Gail Pryce House. 

The couple made the ribbon cutting a family affair. 
Their daughter, Joanne Bedard and her daughter, Abi-
gail were there in support. The couple’s two sons, John 
and Mark Pryce and two grandsons travelled from out 
of state to attend the event. 

Oakham residents also came out in large numbers. 
Dismas staff made sure there was plenty of food and 
even made cookie replicas of the new Pryce House. 

Clients and staff made postcards and each visitor 
received a packet of those to take home. The post-
cards depicted scenes at the farm such as the tractor, 
the hoop house for growing plants, crops, a view of the 
farm and more.

In wholesome relationships, both sides benefit. Not 
only have members of the Dismas family benefitted 
from the Pryce’s ministry at Dismas Farm, the people 
at Dismas Farm ministered to them as well. When the 
Pryce’s lost their beloved dog, they received comfort 
and concern from their new “family.”

The next day after the ribbon cutting, the Reverend 
Richard and Gail Pryce House had six occupants move 
into their new home.   

Dismas purchased the duplex and added two more 
bedrooms, one on each side of the house. They also 
added new windows, doors, siding, stairs and deck. 

The two units are identical and have a downstairs 
kitchen, one bedroom, bathroom and living room. The 
upstairs has two bedrooms and a bathroom. 

Rev. Richard and Gail Pryce House opens in Oakham

Richard and Gail Pryce talk to some of the many attendees to the open 
house and ribbon cutting ceremony at the Reverend Richard and Gail 
Pryce House, located on 158 New Braintree Road in Oakham on March 
1. TURLEY PHOTOS BY ELLENOR DOWNER

These men will be living at the Reverend Richard and Gail Pryce House. 
They enjoy some snacks and mingling with the guests at the March 1 
event. They are shown in the kitchen of one of the two three-bedroom 
units.

The Reverend Richard and Gail Pryce House located on New Braintree 
Road in Oakham officially opened last Friday. The building owned by 
Dismas is similar to the other houses the nonprofit owns in Worcester. 
They also own Dismas Farm on Lincoln Road in Oakham.

Joanne Bedard of Rutland, daughter of the Pryce’s, attended the open 
house and ribbon cutting along with her daughter, Abigail Bedard and 
Joanne’s two brothers, John and Mark Pryce and family.

Support 
the local

businesses 
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Quaboag
Current

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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in puppetry and has been educating and 
building puppets since 2005. Shortly af-
terwards, Weiss started Homeslice Pup-
petry. 

Originally from New York, Weiss 
now resides in South Hadley and offers 
puppetry classes and workshops in mul-
tiple venues. Most commonly, Weiss of-
fers classes and workshops for puppetry 
in libraries, school, and camps and loves 
going on the road to offer his puppetry 
programming. 

“People are just blown away,” Weiss 
said. “Every little detail that goes into 
making a puppet, so many you don’t re-
alize.”

Mouth plates are used to represent 
the mouth component of the puppet. 
This plate comes in all shapes and is the 
motion piece of a deluxe sock puppet. 

Next is foam for the skull of the pup-
pet. The foam helps make the head of 
the sock puppet and helps add more to 
the character of the puppet as well. 

What made this workshop special is 
that March 21 was World Puppetry Day. 

World Puppetry Day is celebrated by 
puppet festivals, donating to puppet or-
ganizations, making puppets, or watch-
ing a puppet show. For Homeslice, its 
all about teaching the art of puppetry 
and witnessing crafters of all ages bring 
their puppets to life. 

When the crafters complete their 
range of motion and movement to their 
sock puppets, it is time to pick out their 
socks and get creative with their pup-
pets. This step will lead to adding char-
acter to the sock puppets. 

According to Weiss, the details are 
helpful to making puppets more lifelike. 
However, creativity comes in all forms 
and overloading on details are not al-
ways necessary. 

“More details is not necessarily bet-

ter,” Weiss said prior to crafting during 
his class. 

Weiss provided socks of all colors 
and guests got to pick out their own 
colored sock and features to add on to 
them.

The nickname “Homeslice” was giv-
en to Weiss earlier in his puppetry en-
deavors. The name clearly stuck is it is 
incorporated in his puppetry program-
ming. 

In addition to deluxe sock puppets, 
Weiss also hosts classes for crafters to 
make their own foam puppets. These 
foam puppets are of similar style to the 
familiar Muppet characters. 

Weiss uses similar patterns to help 
crafters make their puppets similar to 
the style behind the Muppets. 

The sock puppets were slowly com-
ing to life as Weiss shared some of his 
techniques and stories behind his jour-
ney in puppetry. 

 Weiss learned puppetry from Stan 
Winston and BJ Guyer, teachers of 
character arts including puppetry. Ever 
since starting Homeslice Puppetry, 
Weiss has traveled all over the country 
to attend puppetry festivals and gets 
to connect with fellow puppeteers who 
love to share their creativity. 

“There’s a lot of puppeteers who col-
laborate and share ideas,” Weiss said.

These festivals have been a positive 
experience for Weiss and he has a lot 
in store for the future. Weiss will be at-
tending a national puppetry festival that 
will be taking place at the University of 
Connecticut. 

He will also be attending The North-
east Regional Festival, The Puppet 
Homecoming in Ithaca, NY this com-
ing fall. According to Weiss, the puppets 
you see at this festival are gorgeous. 

For the summer, Weiss will be at-
tending a lot of camps to provide his 
Homeslice Puppetry programming and 

inspire young crafters to take up pup-
petry. Weiss hopes that his students will 
leave his classes knowing that puppet 
making is fun but also a process.

“It is a process, more than you real-
ize,” Weiss said.

To learn more about Homeslice 

Puppetry, visit homeslicepuppets.wee-
bly.com or visit their Facebook page, 
Homeslice Puppetry. Homeslice can 
be reached by emailing eric.weiss@
homeslicepuppetry.com or calling 845-
499-0655.

decided it was time to look for a new ca-
reer path.

Having followed Listening Wellness 
Center on Facebook since she moved to 
town, Arroyo decided to take a chance 
and apply for the executive director po-
sition.

“Something kind of nudged me to 
just send it. I sent it in, and they con-
tacted me for an interview. I felt really 
good about it,” Arroyo said. “It’s really 
a dream.”

Now, she has a job she can walk to 
and from every day, taking in the beauty 
of her neighborhood. 

“You can tell that people love it 
[Barre] and that makes me love it too,” 
she said.

Originally from south Florida, Ar-
royo attended Florida Gulf University 
in Fort Meyers, Florida, where she stud-
ied sociology. Following graduation, she 
moved back home and took a part-time 
job at Whole Foods.

“That was supposed to be a little hia-
tus and ended up turning into a career,” 
Arroyo said. 

Food is something that ties in closely 
to wellness, Arroyo said, and it becomes 
a shared experience for people from all 

cultures and backgrounds. 
“Food is the unifier for all people,” 

she said. 
Arroyo had planned to stay with 

Whole Foods for her career, but follow-
ing a change in ownership the culture of 
the company shifted. 

It’s the culture of Listening Wellness 
Center that made Arroyo want to ap-
ply for the executive director position, 
something that is very important to her.

“I wanted to do something really 
meaningful to me, and impactful,” Ar-
royo said. “Everything kind of lined 
up.”

Arroyo is ready to immerse herself  
in Listening Wellness Center’s program-
ming, especially the cooking, yoga and 
children’s classes. She is also ready for 
the community building that encom-
passes this role and the center in general. 

“We’re gearing up for our spring pro-
gram for the kids and the community. 
That’s the stuff that I’m really excited 
about,” Arroyo said. “I want more pro-
grams and access to the community. 
Barre is such a great community.”

Listening Wellness Center is looking 
to offer cooking classes for people that 
are older, teaching them how to cook for 
one or two people. Other ideas include 

cooking classes for college students liv-
ing on their own for the first time.

Juicing and smoothie-making would 
be another topic, along with finding fun 
ways to incorporate vegetables into your 
diet. 

These classes would be about “meet-
ing people where they’re at,” then add-
ing more diverse culinary classes.

Arroyo has been listening to feed-
back from the community and beyond, 
to meet the center’s growing needs. 

“We’ve had a lot of requests from the 
community for more yoga, and yoga op-
tions,” Arroyo said of the center’s yoga 
program. Listening Wellness Center has 
numerous yoga instructors leading a 
variety of classes for all skill levels and 
abilities. 

She’s also been in touch with a non-
profit veterans yoga movement based 
out of California, to organize at least 
one veterans yoga event. 

“Their instructors are either veterans 
who have gone through the training, or 
yoga instructors who have been through 
trauma informed veterans training,” 
Arroyo said. “I’m hoping that it kind of 
opens up a door for them.”

Mental health is also just as import-
ant to wellness as physical health, Ar-

royo said, as is “flexing our social mus-
cles.”

“Humans need activities to bond 
and build our social networking in the 
community,” she said. “Physical and 
mental health are singular…[communi-
ty events] bring in all different types of 
people and make bridges that wouldn’t 
necessarily be there.”

Dusha Nelson is working alongside 
Arroyo as she transitions into her new 
role.

“I am very excited for the future of 
Listening,” Dusha Nelson said. “I’ve 
been working with Bea doing some 
training and some transitioning and it’s 
been a pleasure to get to know her and I 
can see myself continuing to work with 
Listening in the future in my own new 
endeavors.”

Arroyo welcomed people from the 
community to stop in and meet her at 
Listening Wellness Center, located at 35 
South St.

“If you see me around say ‘hi,’” she 
said. “I want people to feel comfortable 
coming here and reaching out.”

For more information on Listening 
Wellness Center and its offerings, visit 
listeningwellness.org or follow them on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

DIRECTOR   I  FROM PAGE 1

PUPPETS   I  FROM PAGE 1

Eric “Homeslice” Weiss taught a deluxe sock puppet class at Joshua Hyde Public Library. Turley Photos by 
Ryan Drago

Teens and adults tested out their sock puppets after the class led by Homeslice.

The process of making puppets involves a lot more detail than most people realize. Several attendees got into the spirit of puppetry and made more than one deluxe sock puppet. 
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Quabbin baseball nears season opener

BARRE – The Quabbin Regional 
High School baseball team is hoping 
to improve on last season’s perfor-
mance as they failed to make the state 
tournament. The Panthers are sched-
uled to host Littleton in its season 
opener on Monday, April 1, followed 
by a home game against Oakmont on 
Friday, April 5.

With muddy conditions, the Panthers used the gym to work on infield drills. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Quabbin Regional baseball works out in the high 
school gymnasium Monday afternoon.

The Panthers did not have any scrimmages scheduled this 
week.

The Panthers are hoping for a better season this year as come back a year more experienced.

BARRE – On Mon-
day afternoon, Quabbin 
softball hosted Athol 
High School in a scrim-
mage. With the weather 
not looking favorable, 
this could be Quabbin’s 
only scrimmage before 
the Panthers start their 
regular season opener 
on Monday, April 1. The 
Panthers will host Little-
ton at 4 p.m.

Panthers face preseason competition

Meaghan Doyle makes a catch on a pop-up. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Quabbin softball faced Athol in a scrimmage on Monday af-
ternoon.The Panthers are racing against the weather to prepare for the regular 

season.
The Panthers get the close out at first base.
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

More companies,
more choices,

BETTER RATES!

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327 ®

PALMER – Earlier 
this week, the Pioneers 
baseball team continued 
its preparation for the 
upcoming regular sea-
son. The Pioneers are 
scheduled to travel to Sci-
Tech on Monday, April 
1 at 4 p.m., then return 
home to face Smith Vo-
cation on Friday, April 5 
at 3:30 p.m.

Pioneers getting set to 
face Sci-Tech

Pathfinder’s baseball team gathers at the start of practice. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.
COM

The Pioneers practice their outfield work Monday afternoon.

A Pathfinder outfielder comes up throwing with the ball.A Pathfinder player makes a throw back to the 
infield after making a play.

NAME: Gabby Scanlon
SCHOOL: Tantasqua

Scanlon finished the season north of 
300 points scored, and helped lead the 
Warriors to a win in the Clark Tourna-
ment this year.

To nominate someone for Athlete of 
the Week, contact Managing Sports Ed-
itor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 
ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@
turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – The team feeling lucky 
in the third and final round is Acres who 
stand in first place at 14-2.

Behind Acres in second place is the 
Blue B’s at 12-4 and in third place is the 
Champs R Here at 11-5. 

The #1 seed Acres bowled against #2 
seed Blue B’s on league night of March 
19. In game one, Acres were victorious 
over #2 seed by a score of 402-358. 
Three out of four bowlers on Acres 
broke the century mark with Kenny 
Trudel as high bowler of the game with 
a 109. 

In game two, Blue B’s bounced back 
with a win 349-328. In game three, Blue 
B’s won a close game 392-388. Mark Pa-
fumi of Blue B’s led the team in the last 
game with a 109. 

Acres won total pinfall by a final 
score of 1121-1099. Each team received 
two points. 

Compression bowled against Last 
in Line. In game one, Last in Line won 
the first game 358-321. Vinny Navarro 
of Last in Line led the team with a 103. 
In game two, Compression was the win-
ner 345-330. In game three, Last in Line 
won 358-349. 

Last in Line won total pinfall by a fi-
nal score of 1046-1015.

Thursday Night Mixed League
This league night was the second to 

last league night of the season for the 
Thursday League. 

Team Six, the winners of round 
one, is leading in first place as the sea-
son comes to an end. Team Five is five 
points out of first place and competed 
against Team Six on March 21. 

In game one, Team Five won the first 
game by a score of 403-402. In game 
two, Team Six won by a score of 416-
381. In game three, Team Six won the 
last game by a score of 405-390.

Total pinfall scores were Team Six at 
1223 and Team Five at 1174.

Team Three bowled against Team 
Four. In game one, Team Three was the 
winner by a score of 426-388. Wayne 
Hughes of Team Three led the team by 
starting off with a 113. 

In game two, Team three won again 
by a score of 403-387. Jesse Danek of 
Team Three led the team with a 108. 

In game three, Team Three won 397-
394 for a three-game sweep. Danek fin-
ished with a 106. Total pinfall scores 
were Team Three at 1226 and Team 
Four at 1169.

Team One bowled against Team 
Two. In game one, Kris Rickson bowled 
a 126 to lead Team One to winning 421-
413. 

In game two, Team Two won the sec-
ond game 413-406. In game three, Team 
One dominated game three with all four 
bowlers breaking 100 and scoring 493. 
Dena Rickson bowled 124, Mike Ja-
cobs 107, Sean Comerford 114 and Kris 
Rickson 108. 

Team Two finished with 436 and 
Cody Allen had his best game of the 
year, 115. 

Total pinfall scores were Team One 
at 1320 and Team Two at 1262. 

Candlepin League News

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Database 

management 
system

  5. Medical 
procedures

 11. __ Clapton, 
musician

 12. Defender
 16. Exert oneself
 17. Indicates position
 18. Quay
 19. Atrocities
 24. A way to address 

an adult man
 25. Ends
 26. Unable
 27. Taxi
 28. Gratuities
 29. A famous train 

station
 30. Japanese 

persimmon
 31. Sours
 33. Beneficiary
 34. Baseball official
 38. Confused situation

 39. Unworldly
 40. Yemen capital
 43. Type of soil
 44. Beloved beverage 

__-Cola
 45. Lying down
 49. __ Angeles
 50. Fail to amuse
 51. Collapsible shelter
 53. Commercial
 54. Taste property
 56. Lordship’s 

jurisdictions
 58. It cools your home
 59. Dismounted
 60. Charge in a court 

of law
 63. One less than one
 64. Spoke
 65. Famed garden

CLUES DOWN
  1. Show a picture of
  2. Small sultanate
  3. Unfortunate 

incident
  4. A way to ski

  5. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

  6. Observed
  7. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
  8. Belonging to me
  9. Shoelace tube
 10. Takes to civil court
 13. Early multimedia
 14. Produces anew
 15. Horse races
 20. Of I
 21. Equally
 22. Changes color
 23. A place to stay
 27. Town in Galilee
 29. Mathematical 

figure
 30. Klingon character
 31. They __
 32. Atomic #58
 33. Showed up extinct
 34. Loosen grip
 35. Unpleasant smell
 36. Innermost 

membranes 
enveloping the 

brain
 37. Esteemed college 

“league”
 38. Partner to Pa
 40. Small American rail
 41. A salt or ester of 

acetic acid
 42. Sodium
 44. Military figure 

(abbr.)
 45. Lighted
 46. Paid to get out 

of jail
 47. All of something
 48. Ohio city
 50. More abject
 51. A radio band
 52. Scientific 

development (abbr.)
 54. Monetary unit
 55. Scored perfectly
 57. A punch to end a 

fight
 61. The Golden State 

(abbr.)
 62. The Beehive State 

(abbr.)
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

LUDLOW – Last Thursday night, 
the Western Mass. Pioneers opened 
their season with a matchup in the US 
Open Cup. The Pioneers faced Union 
Omaha and unfortunately were shut out 
by a 4-0 decision. With the loss, the Pio-

neers Open Cup chances have ended af-
ter just one game. The Pioneers will now 
gear their preparations toward the May 
18 season opener. The Pioneers will also 
have an exhibition contest on May 10 
against Third Eye FC.

Pioneers fall in Open Cup

Gianluca Cersosimo sends a free kick away. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Abdel Talabi sends a pass away ahead of 
pressure.

Santiago Blasco Gomez dribbles up the field.

Tomas Duben and Khalid Rose fight to keep the ball with some pressure from the opposition coming on.
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Callie said the Kindness Club was 
able to play board games with second 
grade, and will do the same with third 
grade later this month. They will have 
relay races with fourth grade, and give 
a presentation about the club to fifth 
graders.

“We hope we’ve encouraged all stu-
dents at WCES to be kind,” Callie said. 

Franz said Kindness Club is open to 
anyone in sixth grade.

“We wanted something that would be 
available to all students,” she said, and 
gives students a chance to be role mod-
els and gain leadership experience.

Superintendent Stephen Duff 
thanked both Franz and Hall for their 
work with the students, and acknowl-
edged Assistant Superintendent of De-
velopment Madeline Smola for securing 
grant funding to make this possible.

Duff told the students that the work 
they do is “phenomenal.”

“When students do kind things for 
other kids, it’s contagious,” he said.

Project 351 ambassadors
Eighth grade civics teacher Joe Sal-

vadore introduced Quaboag Regional 
Middle School’s Project 351 Ambassa-

dors. Representing West Brookfield is 
Caroline Stevens and Warren is Andrew 
Boudreau.

“These two were selected by their 
teachers because they exhibit the qual-
ities that they’d want to see in those 
students…kindness, willingness to help, 
friendliness, volunteerism,” Salvadore 
said. 

MCAS scores
West Brookfield Elementary School 

Principal Melissa Provost and Warren 
Community Elementary School Dean 
of Students Brian Guimond recognized 
students for “exceptional performance” 
on the 2023 Massachusetts Comprehen-
sive Assessment System test, reading a 
letter from the Department of Educa-
tion’s Commissioner. 

Six students were recognized and re-
ceived certificates and gift cards for their 
efforts.

FY 25 budget
Duff said the transportation amounts 

came in higher than expected when the 
fiscal year 2025 budget was initially pre-
sented to the School Committee in Feb-
ruary.

“The number that they put into the 
original budget was 100% transporta-
tion reimbursement,” Duff said. “We 

know that we’re not going to get 100% 
reimbursement back.”

He said after adjusting the budget, 
each town’s assessment increased by 
about 1%, which is still less than in pre-
vious years.

The School Committee voted to 
adopt the FY 25 budget in the amount 
of $23,387,207.46; consisting of op-
erational expenses in the amount of 
$23,148,680.46 and a capital debt ex-
pense of $138,527. The town of War-
ren has been assessed at $4,514,258 and 
West Brookfield at $4,642,225

RAAC update
School Committee Chair Andrew 

Schwenker said the Regional Agree-
ment Amendment Committee met on 
Feb. 28 and reviewed changes from le-
gal counsel. He said these changes were 
made and sent to the Department of 
Education for review.

Student Advisory Council update
Student Advisory Council members 

Hanna Nemeroff and Kendall LaRiv-
iere gave an update on what is happen-
ing in the schools.

Nemeroff said the eighth grade is 
preparing to leave for Washington, D.C. 
While there, students will visit a number 
of historic sites, including the Washing-

ton Monument, World War II Memori-
al, Lincoln Memorial, Korean War Me-
morial, Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Smithsonian Museum of American 
History and more.

“We can’t wait to hear all about it 
when they return,” she said.

LaRiviere said the Student Council 
attended the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Student Councils conference in 
Hyannis recently, joining students from 
across the commonwealth. 

Nemeroff said accounting students 
from Jean DiRico’s class went to UMa-
ss to hear speakers from Deloitte’s ac-
counting firm. While there, the students 
won first place in a trivia contest led by 
Isenburg students.

She said a groundbreaking ceremony 
was held for a new Project Adventure 
zip line on March 14, led by Duff. 

“This is going to be a great new addi-
tion to the course,” she said.

LaRiviere said a homework club for 
grades seven-12 will be held on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 2:30-
4:30 p.m. in the middle school cafeteria. 

Quaboag National Art and Junior 
Art Honor Society currently have their 
work on display at the Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library, now through April. 

SCHOOL   I  FROM PAGE 1

For math, the school district is in the 
67th percentile for growth.

“We also saw an increase in achieve-
ment,” McCormick said, reaching 55%. 

McCormick said all grade levels 
are moving toward the higher growth/
higher achievement quadrant. He said 
classrooms in the second year of using 
Bridges or Illustrative math curricu-
lums showed the most improvement of 
growth percentiles.

He said the lower student performers 
have remained low.

“We need to figure out, how do we 
move our lowest performing students up 
to the highest performing quadrant,” he 
said. 

For reading, growth has reached the 
36th percentile, but achievement has re-
mained at 47%.

“We definitely realized that we have 
some areas of improvement here with 
our reading and we have been address-
ing that this year,” McCormick said. 
“We’re looking to get some growth like 
we have with our math.”

Elementary School Principal Sarah 
Priestley shared data from kindergarten 
through third grade. 

“The math growth this year has been 
awesome, it’s just been incredible,” she 
said. 

Priestley said the kindergarten stu-
dents had lower growth compared to 
other grade levels, which is expected, 
she said. 

“Our kindergarteners come in with 
varying levels of readiness,” she said. 
“Still, 27% of students are in that 80 or 
above percentile of growth.” 

Priestley said teachers and students 
in the second year of the program have 
shown the most growth. She said fourth 
grade piloted this program last year 
and that 74% of fourth grade students 
showed growth in the 80% or above per-
centile.

“We see that it helps create and build 
a foundation of conceptual understand-
ing for math that carries year to year to 
year,” she said. 

Priestley said reading scores were not 
as strong as math scores, and the staff  
recognize that their current program 
is not aligned with the school district’s 
needs. She said the literacy leadership 
committee is looking to adopt a new 

program. 
Fourth grade is currently piloting 

a new curriculum, and has shown the 
“most promising” data in reading in the 
MAP assessment.

Priestley said the new reading curric-
ulum has been added to the budget for 
next year.

High School Principal John Diorio 
said grades nine and 11 saw both growth 
and achievement in math, and grades 
seven, eight and 10 saw growth, but were 
lower in achievement. 

Diorio said there is an algebra sup-
port class for grade nine students and 
there have been lesson studies to build 
upon the math program with the math 
coach. He said similar to elementary 
school students, those in the second 
year of the math program have shown 
the most growth. 

Diorio said next year his staff will 
work to improve students’ scores by 
making better use of flex block and en-
couraging students to make a greater 
effort during MAP testing.

He said English Language Arts 
scores were lower than math for high 
school students. Grades 10 and 11 
stayed consistent with achievement and 
growth, but grades seven and eight “re-
ally struggled.”

An enrichment block will be sched-
uled to target ELA instruction and help 
support those students.

McCormick said he is “very proud” 
of the school district’s improvements in 
math, which he credited to the curric-
ulum, increased time for math instruc-
tion, intervention times and having a 
math instructional coach.

“The hope with both math and read-
ing is that we’re going to see this trans-
late to increased MCAS scores,” Mc-
Cormick said. 

Administrators’ reports
Diorio said the Wellness Day for stu-

dents was a “huge success” and focused 
on mental, social, and physical wellbe-
ing. Students participated in yoga, mar-
tial arts, Zumba, dancing, knitting, col-
oring, board games, origami and more. 

Students took part in activities that 
brought awareness to mental health.

“Students were able to connect with 
each other and their teachers in a new 
way that strengthened their relation-

ships,” he said. 
Seniors took part in several tours to 

local manufacturers as part of the work-
based learning pilot program. These 
students can then apply for an intern-
ship with these manufacturers. 

A career day is also planned for 
grades seven-12 on March 28. Almost 
25 representatives from a variety of ca-
reer fields will speak with students. 

On May 8 from 5-7 p.m., John Mo-
rello will perform “Dirt” for students, 
families and community members. 

Priestley said kindergarten enroll-
ment is now open and families of pro-
spective students have been sent notices. 

She thanked guest readers who par-
ticipated in Community Reading Day 
earlier this month. 

The Friday before April vacation, the 
Elementary School will hold its annual 
Earth Day celebration, which features a 
fun-filled day of learning and activities. 
She said they are looking for donations 
of empty two-liter bottles.

Director of Student Services Ann 
Knapp gave an update on English Lan-
guage Learners, adding that testing has 
been completed and groupings have 
been adjusted based on results. 

Knapp said the first list for extended 
year services for special education stu-
dents has been drafted.

“We all know that this is going to 
change as IEP meetings come up and 
different children qualify or come off, 
but we have a working list to go from,” 
she said.

Knapp said the list will drive program 
scheduling and staffing needs. Tentative 
dates for extended year services are July 
8 through Aug. 9.

A parent interview questionnaire for 
parents of incoming preschoolers has 
been refined, and is receiving positive 
feedback. 

Regionalization update
School Committee Chair Ron Ryel 

said the Regional Agreement Amend-
ment Committee met and reviewed what 
the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education had sent to the 
attorney regarding the regionalization 
agreement. He said the committee sent 
back answers to the questions posed by 
DESE in the correspondence.

Ryel said he hopes the committee will 

hear back from DESE prior to its next 
meeting.

Recognitions
McCormick recognized basketball 

coaches Caitlyn Malone and Steve Car-
rington for both being named Coach of 
the Year and 1,000-point scorer Jose Ri-
vera for being named the Most Valuable 
Player.

He said of the two basketball teams, 
four girls and four boys made the All-
Star team.

This season was, “a fantastic show-
ing by both basketball teams,” McCor-
mick said.

McCormick also recognized Student 
Representative Olivia Giangrande and 
the Student Council for a successful 
Massachusetts Association of Student 
Councils conference, including earning 
the Gold Council of Excellence award.

“Only 65 or so schools get recognized 
out of all the high schools in the com-
monwealth,” he said. “So it’s quite an 
achievement.”

Student Council update
Giangrande said the students enjoyed 

their winter sports pep rally to celebrate 
the school’s basketball teams.

“We were very excited to celebrate 
the girls’ varsity league championship 
win and Jose Rivera’s 1,000 points,” she 
said.

Giangrande said 10 members of Stu-
dent Council attended the state confer-
ence in Hyannis where they participated 
in workshops and elections, and heard 
from keynote speakers.

“This conference teaches members 
new leadership skills and helps us to im-
prove our council as a whole,” she said.

Three seniors received the Common-
wealth Award for excellence within their 
council and the Student Council earned 
the Gold Council of Excellence award.

Spring spirit week will be held the 
week prior to April vacation featuring 
different themes for each day and a lip 
sync competition. 

New staff
McCormick said the school district 

welcomed a new speech language pa-
thology assistant, as well as a new para-
professional who will start on April 1. 
He said he is meeting with a teacher 
candidate as well.

“We’re constantly looking to bring 
new people on,” he said.

MAP  I  FROM PAGE 1
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By Eric Goodhart
Correspondent

RUTLAND – Fortunately, 52 lovers 
of history came to celebrate Lincoln’s 
215-year anniversary of his birth at the 
Rutland Historical Society. 

The frigid windy night did not stop 
them from coming to listen to Brewer, 
former Massachusetts state Senator. He 
began researching Lincoln’s life path 
when he was a sixth grade student in 
Barre, where he still resides. 

On Feb. 12, 1809 a boy was born in a 
single-room log cabin on Sinking Spring 
Farm in LaRue County, Kentucky. It 
has been said, that we are all here for 
a reason. In a world that is much more 
complex than it was in the early 19th 
century, some  may take their individual 
life journeys never knowing what their 
purpose of existing is.

Understanding the era that Lincoln 
was born into could reveal hints of 
what Lincoln knew and thought about 
his own destiny and purpose in life. He 
had more than his share of sorrows and 
challenges even before he became Pres-
ident.    

Brewer’s talk that evening focused on 
Lincoln’s life leading up to his Presiden-
cy and what helped in the forming of his 
character. He did not get along with his 
stern illiterate laborer father, who strug-
gled as a farmer and carpenter, but he 
was close to his mother. 

He learned to read by itinerant teach-
ers, common in the day, but mostly was 
self-taught, reading anything he could 
get his hands on. His younger brother, 
Thomas, died in infancy before the fam-
ily lost the farm they had and had to 
move to rural frontier Indiana.

There his mother died of an intesti-
nal poisoning from a toxic plant. Abe 
was 9 and deeply affected by her pass-
ing. One day, his father came home with 
Sarah Johnston, a widow with two chil-
dren of her own; she was his stepmother 
and treated Abe and his sister, Sarah, 
equally. 

He later referred to her as his “angel 
mother.” 

She and Abe bonded quickly. She en-
couraged his reading and dealt with the 
demands his father put on him regularly 
regarding balancing labor and learning 
tolerably well.

Times were not easy for anyone in ru-
ral western frontier of the new Union. 

England had already failed in their 
attempt in 1812 to take control of the 
country they lost in 1776. Meanwhile, 
the country was moving westward. 

The Louisiana Purchase of 1803 
more than doubled the size of the coun-
try. It was called Manifest Destiny.

Lincoln was growing taller; and 
stronger. He later became quite adept 
at taking on all challengers in bouts of 
wrestling. 

He was remembered for that in later 
campaigning days along with his elo-
quent oratory. 

At age 17, he found work on a ferry-
boat. He found joy on the river, he built 
a flatboat two years later and ran a load 
of farm produce down the Mississippi 
River to New Orleans. But he dutifully, 
but resentfully, giving most of his earn-
ings to his father.

It was in Louisiana that Lincoln wit-
nessed widespread slavery for the first 
time. Though he remained consistent 
in his belief that slavery was moral-
ly wrong, when he became involved in 
politics as a lawyer and in the Illinois 
legislature, he did not hold slave holding 
Southerners at fault. 

They faced particular economic cir-

cumstances. Cotton became a much-de-
sired product in England and Europe. 

Not so much the northern states. 
They were not responsible for bringing 
Africans to the new, but not yet divided 
Union. 

England had entered the industrial 
age before the U.S. did. It had sparked 
growth of the British empire and they 
wanted what the slave states were able 
to provide.

When Abraham was 21, the family 
again moved, this time near Decatur, 
Illinois. He and his father built another 
log cabin not much bigger than the one 
they had lived in before. 

But once settled, he made more runs 
down the Mississippi river, but this time 
as an independent operator. After that 
he lived on his own, moving to the town 
of New Salem, Illinois in 1831.

By this time in the presentation, 
Brewer had fully captured everyone’s 
undivided attention. He was once a high 
school teacher and there is no doubt in 
this reporter’s mind that his former stu-
dents must fondly and appreciatively re-
member the style and enthusiasm in the 
class room. 

He is a very enigmatic and gifted 
speaker. Perhaps, just as Lincoln was.

Meanwhile, the former senator said 
it was not all work and book learning 
for Lincoln. He was not yet 24. There 
were two women in Abe’s life prior to 
his meeting Mary Ann Todd, in Spring-
field, Illinois in 1839.

The first was Ann Rutledge, in New 
Salem in 1832. Sadly, Rutledge died in 
late summer, 1835. The cause is said to 
have been typhoid fever. 

Abraham, 26 years old at the time, 
fell into deep depression.

In the early 1830s, Lincoln, now liv-
ing on his own in New Salem, had met 
a Mary Owens in Kentucky. He asked 
Miss Owens in late 1836 if  she would 
move to New Salem. She did; arriving 
in November. 

After a while, they both had second 
thoughts. Almost exactly two years af-
ter Rutledge’s death, he penned Owens 
a letter saying he would not blame her 
if  she ended the relationship. She never 
replied. 

Lincoln soon became very active in 
politics and elected to the Illinois Leg-
islature. We all may remember the many 
Lincoln – Douglas debates. In the lead-
up to the 1860 election there were many 
memorable debates between them.

Douglas was a Democrat and Lin-
coln a Republican. They do not mean 
the same today. The reader can ask any 
high school Advance Placement Amer-
ican history student or college student 
majoring in political science, for a full 
description of the different political par-
ties in mid-nineteenth century U.S.

In any case, soon after Lincoln won 
the Presidency, Fort Sumter was at-
tacked on April 1, 1861. The war be-
tween the North and the South ignited. 

Many were of the consensus that 
the war would last less than one year. 
In fact, the first major battle of the war 
was only 34 miles south of Washington, 
D.C. The date was July 21, 1861. 

It was just north of Manassas, Vir-
ginia. It was later called the Battle of 
Bull Run. The Union army was totally 
unprepared for the confrontation and 
lost to the Confederate army. Believe it 
or not with communication being what 
it was at that time, citizens, thinking 
this battle would be interesting to wit-
ness, packed food and traveled toward 
Manassas in carriages, on horses and 
walked to see the spectacle. 

Most never got close enough to actu-

ally witness it.
But the war that was thought to be 

short, lasted four more years. More than 
620,000 American soldiers were killed 
over this war that was primarily to save 
the Union, not over slavery. Lincoln has 
been documented to saying that. 

Even though he believed slavery 
was abhorrent, he felt a county divided 
would never survive. It is a good thing to 
remember that.

The military fatalities, not includ-
ing civilians and crippled soldiers, were 
more than the Revolutionary War, the 

War of 1812, the Mexican War, World 
War I, World War II and the Korean 
War, combined.

Finally, a book Brewer recommends 
high school students to read was first 
published in 1947. There are many good 
books written but Paul Angle’s “Lincoln 
Reader” is a good place to start learning 
about Abraham Lincoln, the 16th Presi-
dent of the United States.

For more information about the Rut-
land Historical Society, visit https://rut-
landmahistoricalsociety.org.

 

Stephen Brewer talks on Abraham Lincoln at Historical Society

President Abraham Lincoln is shown reading to his youngest son, Tad. Former state Senator Stephen Brewer 
spoke the 16th President to mark the 215 year anniversary of Lincoln’s birth. SUBMITTED PHOTO

WEST BROOKFIELD – Knights of 
Columbus Council 11080 is sponsoring 
a spaghetti dinner on Saturday, April 13 
in Dugan Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 
10 Milk St. 

Take-out is available at 6 p.m. and 
sit-down dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. 
Proceeds from this event will benefit 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish. 

Dinner includes pasta fagioli, garden 
salad, meatballs and sausage, spaghet-
ti and sauce, garlic bread, dessert, water, 
soda and coffee. The cost is a $15 donation 

and $10 for children under 12 years old. 
Admission tickets are also good for 

entry for a special door prize. Raffle 
tickets for a 50/50 Raffle and more will 
be available. 

Advance ticket purchase is encour-
aged and appreciated, and tickets are 
available from any Knight or by calling 
508-612-1649 or 413-813-8100 or by 
emailing bobfalter@gmail.com or wal-
lyconnor122@gmail.com.

Tickets will only be available at the 
door while they last. 

Knights host spaghetti dinner on April 13

NEW BRAINTREE – Rainforest 
Reptile Shows, a hands-on traveling an-
imal show, is coming to the New Brain-
tree Town Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, on 
Sunday, April 21at 3 p.m. 

Children of all ages will have a 
chance to come into direct contact with 
live reptiles, artifacts and their incredi-
ble stories. This program is presented 
by the New Braintree Public Library 
and is sponsored in part by a grant from 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

The program is free and open to the 
public. Children must be accompanied 

by a responsible adult.  People may call 
the library at 508-867-7650 during regu-
lar business hours for more information.

Library holds Rainforest Reptile Show on April 21

Town hosts rabies 
vaccine clinic April 13

WEST BROOKFIELD – The Town 
of West Brookfield is having a rabies 
vaccine clinic on Saturday, April 13 at 
the Highway Barn, 15 Front St. from 
9-11 a.m.

The cost of the vaccine is $20. 
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413) 519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES
Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets.  Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Buying? 
Selling?

Our
Classifieds

Get 
Results!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF PALMER seeks a 
skilled, outgoing, and caring Church 
Administrator to manage the business 
affairs of the church and to work closely 
with our Pastor, Moderator, and church 
members to advance church missions 
and community outreach. The ideal 
candidate will have strong commu-
nication and organizational skills, be 
proficient in the use of computer and 
website technologies, and be creative 
in developing procedures and prac-
tices. The applicant must maintain 
strong, positive interpersonal relation-
ships with members, ministries, and 
staff. This job is a 25-hour/week posi-
tion, Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm, with 
PTO benefits. Pay commensurate with 
experience. Please email resumes to 
scc1847media@gmail.com.

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The town of Hampden Highway De-
partment is seeking to fill a full-time 
skilled worker/truck driver position. All 
applicants must possess a valid Class 
B CDL, 2B Hoisting License, OSHA 
10 Certificate of Training, and a copy 
of current driving record. Applicants 
must have the skills and knowledge 
necessary to perform general road and 
grounds maintenance and the ability to 
operate and maintain all associated 
tools and equipment. The capability to 
perform maintenance/repair on trucks 
and equipment, welding, and the use 
of other garage tools, along with light 
construction and snowplowing experi-
ence, would be beneficial. Please call 
the Hampden Highway Department 
(413) 566-8842, or email high-
way@hampdenma.gov for inqui-
ries and application/resume sumittals.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gilbert-
ville. Two lifts, compressor, office, bath-
room/washroom. Large 10 ft overhead 
electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 phase 
electric. Room for 5 vehicles plus in-
side and outside parking. Located 
right on Rt 32. Perfect for a business 
or? $1,500/month. Call Don @(413) 
758-3039. 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the 
position of Town Administrator. 
Responsibilities include profes-
sional, administrative, supervi-
sory, and technical work. See 
job description at brookfield-
ma.us. Salary commensurate 
with experience. Current ap-
propriation $89,989.00 Please 
submit a resume and cover 
letter to Selectmen@brook-
fieldma.us. Open until filled. 

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
Pursuant to Massachusetts 

General  Laws,  Chapter 
30A, 18-25, as amend-
ed by Chapter 28 of the 
Acts of 2009, The Wetlands 
Protection Act, the West 
Brookfield Conservation 
Commiss ion  wi l l  ho ld 
a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n 
WEDNESDAY April 3, 
2024 at 6:00 pm in the first 
floor meeting room, West 
Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East 
Main Street.

6:10 – Public Hearing:
• NOI – 7 Rodman Street 

– Continuation - Gerald 
Nichols – Retaining wall 
reconstruction

• NOI – 79 Lakeshore 
Drive – John Glynn – 
Retaining wall reconstruction

• NOI – Wigwam Road 
– New England Power Co – 
Geotechnical borings 
03/29/2024 

Town of Brookfield
Invitation for Bids

Sealed bids for furnish-
ing the following item will 
be received at the Office of 
the Select Board, Brookfield 
Town Hall, 6 Central Street, 
Brookfield, MA 01506 until 
the time specified below at 
which time the bids will be 
publicly opened and read.

The Work consists of the 
installation of a recording 
studio and related equipment 
on the second floor of Town 

Hall, and all work incidental 
thereto, in accordance with 
the Specifications and con-
ceptual plans attached hereto.

Specifications and bid 
forms may be obtained at the 
Office of the Select Board, 
Monday through Thursday 
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., or 
by email at:

clarocca@brookfieldma.us. 
Bids will be opened in 

the Banquet Hall of the 
Brookfield Town Hall on 
April 24, 2024, at 12:00 p.m.  
Each Bid must be accompa-
nied by a bid security con-
sisting of a BID BOND, 
CASH, or,  CERTIFIED 
CHECK issued by a respon-
sible bank or trust company 
in the amount of 5% of the 
bid price.

Pre-Bid Conference 
and Site Visit will be held 
at the Brookfield Town Hall 
located at 6 Central Street, 
Brookfield, MA, on April 
17, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.  It is 
recommended that all pro-
spective bidders have a rep-
resentative in attendance. 

A performance bond in 
an amount equal to 100 per-
cent of the total amount of the 
contract price with a surety 
company qualified to do busi-
ness in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts will be 
required for the faithful per-
formance of the contract, as 
well as a labor and materials 
bond in an amount equal to 
100 percent of the total con-
tract price.

All bids for this proj-
ect are subject to applica-
ble public bidding laws of 

Massachusetts, including, 
but not limited to G.L. c.149, 
§§44A-44H, as amended.

Attention is directed to 
the minimum wage rates to 
be paid as determined by 
the Commissioner of Labor 
and Workforce Development 
and the weekly payroll 
record submittal require-
ments under the provisions 
of Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 149, Section 
26 through 27D inclusive.

Selection of the contrac-
tor will be based upon bidder 
qualifications, including evi-
dence of past performance in 
similar projects, and bid price.  
The contract will be awarded 
to the bidder deemed by the 
awarding authority to be the 
lowest responsible and eligi-
ble bidder.

The bidder agrees that its 
bid shall be good and may not 
be withdrawn for a period of 
30 days, Saturdays, Sundays 
and legal holidays excluded, 
after the opening of the bids.

The Town reserves the 
right to waive any informal-
ities, to accept or reject, in 
whole or in part any or all 
bids, or take whatever other 
action may be deemed to 
be in the best interest of the 
Town.

The Town of Brookfield 
03/29, 04/05/2024 

- legal notices -
THREE RIVERS – The Massa-

chusetts State Button Society’s spring 
meeting will be hosted by the Monson 
Button Club on Saturday, April 13, at 
the Amvets Post 74 on Main St., from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

The public is invited to attend the 
day’s activities and to purchase buttons 
and button related items from 9 a.m.-
noon and from 1:30-3 p.m. There will be 

no button sales during the break from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. as lunch, a business 
meeting, and auction will take place.

Morning visitors will be treated to 
coffee and refreshments provided by 
the hosting club; bring your own brown 
bag lunch, and dessert will be provided. 
There is no admission fee, and all are 
welcome.

MSBS hosts button show on April 13

HARDWICK – Tri-Parish Commu-
nity Church will hold an Easter Sunrise 
Service on Sunday, March 31 at 6:15 
a.m. at East Quabbin Land Trust, 120 
Ridge Road.

All are welcome to attend. 

Tri-Parish hosts Easter 
sunrise service at EQLT

HARDWICK – St. Aloysius Cath-
olic School in Gilbertville lists students 
named to the second trimester honor 
roll.

High Honors
Jason Aller

Honors
Dianne Aller, Sophia 

Adams, Aria Carfagna, 
Hannah LaRochelle and 
Christopher Rice.

St. Aloysius Catholic 
School lists honor roll

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

GIANT TOY DEPT!!! 
LOTS OF TOYS FOR EASTER!
BILL’S BEST DEALS
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
EASTER TOY SALE!!! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
PRESEASON BIKE SALE!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

SELLING OR BUYING?
I CAN HELP! 

Your neighborhood is my specialty.
Call me. I will do all the work 

so you can relax!

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

6 Common Street 
BROOKFIELD

$450,000
5 bedroom, 2 Bath, 

with attached garage 
and enclosed porch.
Call Michelle Terry 

508-202-0008

Call Today For Your Free Estimate
321-506-3446

Residential/Commercial
Licensed/Insured:

- Weekly Lawn Maintenance
- Spring and Fall Clean Ups
- Aeration and Overseeding

- Mulch Installation
- Shrub and Tree Trimming
- Garden Bed Renovation

- Planting
- Small Tractor Work

Eganlawncare.com

Egan
Lawn Care

321-506-3446

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 11-14 .. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

NIGHT 
CANADA & 
NEW 
ENGLAND 
CRUISE 
Norwegian Gem – 
Departing August 30
Call now – 
Availability Limited!

SPRING AWAKENING SPECIAL

KICK OFF THE GRILLING SEASON 
THE RIGHT WAY

Get ready to fire up the grill and savor 
the flavors of the season with our Spring 
Special on Ground Beef.

40 1lb packages for $250. That’s a 30% 
savings. Order online or in-store.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com • 508-980-7085.

20% OFF ALL BEEF PRODUCTS 
Use coupon in-store or code 
SpringSale online.

Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 03/24/24.

Everything You Need to
Complete Your Project

✓ Interior/Exterior Paint ✓ Wallpaper
✓ Hardwood Flooring ✓ Carpeting
✓ Tile & Vinyl Flooring ✓ Window Treatments
✓ Interior/Exterior Stains ✓...and more

46 Years and Counting...

JohnsPaintStore.com • 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

ARMAND A. THIBERT

Wallpapering All Types • Holland Rd., Wales, MA

(413) 245-7181

• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• PAINTING & 
 WALLPAPERING
• GENERAL
 CONTRACTING


