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Food You Can Feel Good About at Farmer Matt’s
Savor the goodness of pasture-raised beef, poultry, and pork without 
preservatives or artificial hormones. Plus, find locally sourced staples 
and homemade meals from our farm kitchen. Taste the difference of 
sustainable agriculture at Farmer Matt's.
FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085 

Farmer Matt Weekly Special

2 Dozen Eggs for $10
Save $2 with this coupon 
or enter code “eggs” online.

Valid 4/20-4/23 

By Paula Ouimette 
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Rebecca Fay has been a painter 
her entire life, and capturing the 
light is an art she has perfected.

In her upcoming show “Twi-
light in the Brookfields,” Fay 
highlights the beauty found in 
the region during sunrise and 
sunset.

Fay’s show will be on exhibit 
at West Brookfield Art & Frame, 
10 East Main St., opening Fri-
day, April 21 from 5-7 p.m., and 
running through May. The open-
ing reception for “Twilight in the 
Brookfields” will have live music 
performed by Fay’s daughter, 
Adelaide Fay and her boyfriend 

Bryan Worley.
“Any artist is attracted to the 

light,” Fay said of her show’s 
theme, and she searched the area 
for ways the light can transform 
the everyday world around us.

One of her favorites is the 
way light streams in through 
windows.

All of the paintings in the 
show feature familiar sights, 
from buildings on Main Street 
and around the Common, to 
Fay’s own backyard.

“We live in the middle of the 
woods on the top of a hill,” Fay 
said of her family’s residence, 
which is home to some of the 
most breathtaking day-to-eve-
ning transitions. 

Sunrise, sunset

Artist explores 
‘Twilight in the 
Brookfields’

Sunlight streams in through a barn on Foster Hill Road. (COURTESY PHOTOS)

By Matty Anderson
Staff Writer

manderson@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder Re-
gional Vocational Technical 
High School Superintendent 
Eric Duda shared photos and 

information from his recent 
trip to Washington, D.C., to 
advocate for vocational educa-
tion in the commonwealth.

Massachusetts is one of the 
most underrepresented states 
in the country in terms of vo-

Duda advocates for 
voc-tech educationBy Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – Hunter Casey 
of New Braintree became the 
77th Eagle Scout in the histo-
ry of Barre Scouting   and the 
first in the new Scouts BSA 
Troop 1026. 

He has joined over two mil-
lion Eagle Scouts since 1912 
and is part of the 6% of Scouts, 
who earned the highest rank. 

Eagle Scout holders include 
a U.S. President Gerald Ford, 
actor Oswald “Ozzie” Nelson, 
author Clive Cussler, astro-
nauts Neil Armstrong and 
James Lovell, pro basketball 
player Bill Bradley, Walmart 
founder Sam Walton and mov-

Scout Hunter Casey earns Eagle rank

Tracy Nickerson attaches her son, Hunter Casey’s Eagle pin to his uniform at his Eagle 
ceremony on Sunday, April 16. His father, Aaron Casey, stands by the podium.
PHOTO BY ELLENOR DOWNER

See SCOUT   I   PAGE 8

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Naval Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps unit officers 

changed command and bid fair 
seas to their senior members.

Last Friday, April 7, Com-
manding Officer Summer Bar-
ringer, Class of 2023 addressed 

Senior cadets piped over the 
side at change of command

See ARTIST   I   PAGE 6

See VOC-TECH   I   PAGE 8

See CADETS   I   PAGE 7
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hardwickcrossing.com
~ Function Space Available ~

262 Lower Road
Gilbertville

774-757-8907

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH AND DINNER
Specials Posted on Facebook

Golf Memberships Available
Women’s League Mondays
Men’s League Wednesdays

Margarita • Beer • Wine • Mimosa Flights

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

SPRING MENU
Check Out 

Our New Specials!

Friday 
Acoustics 
Are Back!

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Last month, Quaboag 
Regional High School student Antonio 
Congelos had the opportunity to be 
state Rep. Todd Smola for a day.

Selected as a representative during 
Student Government Day, Congelos 
worked alongside about 400 other high 
school students to learn firsthand how 
the State House operates. 

Congelos has taken a lot of hon-
ors-level history classes, which have 
spurred his interest in government and 
how it operates.

“I was nervous it would be a bore,” 
Congelos said. “But it was a very cool 
process.”

During his time in the State House, 
Congelos and other students talked 
about two laws, including whether or 
not 16- or 17-year-olds should be al-
lowed to vote. 

“At first, I thought ‘no,’ but after dis-
cussion I changed my vote,” he said. 

The other law was about healthy 
lunches, and Congelos learned that 
while well-intentioned, it was not a per-
fect law.

“I was informed by what they had to 
say,” he said.

Congelos was able to work alongside 
state Sen. Jake Oliveira and he said a 
role in government is “definitely some-
thing I could see myself doing.”

Following Student Government Day 
and after receiving encouragement from 

his teachers at Quaboag, Congelos de-
cided to contact Smola and ask for an 
internship opportunity. 

Smola quickly responded “yes” 
during a visit the following day at 
Quaboag Regional High School, where 
Congelos and other students in Project 
Lead the Way presented their biomedi-
cal innovations projects.

An internship at the State House is 
custom tailored to match each student’s 
skills and interests, Smola said.

“We give them an issue in state or 
local government and have them drill 
down on it,” Smola said. “We put them 
to work…they can be involved in ses-
sions, answer phones, deal with the pub-
lic.”

Congelos said he is especially inter-
ested in environmental issues, which is 
something he is working on in his civics 
class. 

“I really would like to do something 
to really make a change,” Congelos said.

Congelos is working on bringing 
change to his hometown, where he and 
his classmate Riley Sloan will revitalize 
hiking trails. 

He said being outdoors is also im-
portant to mental health, which is an 
issue many are facing not just locally, 
but globally. 

Congelos will start his internship 
with Smola in the State House after this 
school year ends.

Antonio Congelos (center) is shown with Warren Town Administrator James Ferrera, interim Superintendent Maureen Binienda, 
state Rep. Todd Smola and Principal Stephen Duff.  (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

Antonio Congelos secures internship at State House

NEW BRAINTREE – 
Family and friends gathered at 
the New Braintree Historical 
Society on April 2 to honor 
98-year-old Stephanie Benoit, 
the town’s oldest citizen.  

Benoit’s paintings, crafts, 
poetry, awards, and military 
and family photos were on dis-
play.  

State Sen. Anne Gobi and 
state Rep. Donnie Berthiau-
me attended and presented 
citations to her.  Selectman 
Joe Chenervert also presented 
Benoit with an award for her 
outstanding achievements.  

The whereabouts of New 
Braintree’s Boston Post Cane, 
which is bestowed upon the 
town’s oldest resident, is un-

known, so The New Braintree 
Historical Society gave Benoit 
a black cane inscribed on the 
handle with the words “To the 
Oldest Citizen of New Brain-
tree, Mass.”  to commemorate 
the day.  

Benoit entertained the 
gathering with stories of her 
first visit to New Braintree in 
1947 and tales of her valiant 
efforts in the Dump and Pris-
on Fights.  

Guests enjoyed refresh-
ments, and shared memories 
of Stephanie’s influences on 
their own lives and the impact 
she has made on the town of 
New Braintree.  The day was a 
well-deserved recognition of a 
special woman.

Stephanie Benoit celebrated her 98th birthday with family and 
friends.  (COURTESY PHOTO)

New Braintree celebrates its oldest citizen

NEW BRAINTREE – The Friends 
of the New Braintree Public Library 
announces “Abrakaboom” on Sunday, 
April 23 at 3 p.m. in the New Braintree 
Grade School, 15 Memorial Drive.

Award-winning performer Mike Bent 
will enthrall his audience with his Mad 
Scientist Magic Show. Bent amazes folks 
ages three and up with magic, science, 
comedy, music, storytelling and puppets.

This program is supported in part by a 
grant from the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Cultural Council, a local agency, which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency.

Friends group to 
host ‘Abrakaboom’ 
magic show
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SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 17th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

BARRE – The 2023 National Junior 
Honor Society Induction Ceremony 
was held at Quabbin Regional Middle 
School on March 29.

NJHS President Anna Metcalf gave 
the welcome address to the 41 inductees, 
their families and friends and faculty 
members in attendance. The two guest 
speakers were Quinn Trumbull-Olsen, 
National Honor Society president and 
Harry Lewis, both members of the 
Quabbin Regional High School class of 
2023.  

Members of the NHS, Lily Carlson, 
Samantha Dube, Gavin Majoy, Rebec-
ca Siegel and Julianna Stanger, were in-
strumental with the setup, organization, 
and the clean up of the event. Other 
NHS members were also in attendance 
in support of their siblings and other 
inductees.

Readings for the Candle Lighting 
ceremony were done by Halo Bisson-
nette - Character, Autumn Nagle - Cit-
izenship, Makenzie Casey - Leadership, 
Madeleine Scheeler - Service, and Lens 
Dorsainvil - Scholarship.  Robyn Orne 
led the inductees in the Pledge. Certifi-
cates and honor cords were presented to 
the students by Assistant Principal Jan-
et Hicks and the NJHS Advisor, Nancee 
Roy.

The objective of the National Junior 
Honor Society is to create an enthusi-
asm for scholarship, to stimulate a de-
sire to render service, to foster worthy 
leadership and citizenship, and to en-
courage the development of character 
in students of Quabbin Regional Mid-

dle School. 
Candidates must meet the academic 

requirements and complete an applica-
tion describing co-curricular activities, 
community activities, leadership posi-
tions, work experience and recognition 
and awards. Additionally, they must 
explain why they feel it is important to 
become a member of the NJHS. 

Their applications are then reviewed 
by a Faculty Council.

The following students were inducted 
into the NJHS ceremony: Skyler Bard, 
Jacob Bassett, Halo Bissonnette, Mad-
eleine Boisselle, Ruari Bosley, Makenzie 
Casey, Sarah Churchill, James Cook, 
Benjamin Darcey, Cameron Delamere, 
Kherington Deschenes, Christopher 
Diaz, Lens Dorsainvil, Isabel Doty, 
Tess Dunphy, Quinlan Fauteux, Alijah 
Flint, Emma Hill, Jillian LaMontagne, 
Ailey Majoy, Nathan Marchand, Anna 

Metcalf, Mia Miville, Autumn Nagle, 
Samantha O’Connor, Owen O’Donnell, 
Charlotte Oliver, Robyn Orne, Nahdiya 
Pena Leary, Ella Reeves, Aubrey Reyn-
olds, Arianna Riendeau, Andrew Ri-
gney, Madeleine Scheeler, Sienna Shaw, 
Silver Spring, Lukas Tobin, Grace Va-
nOudenhove, Brendan Welch, Ellary 
White and Carlo Zolla.

Quabbin Regional Middle School holds NJHS induction ceremony

Forty-one Quabbin Regional Middle School students were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society on March 29.  (COURTESY PHOTO)
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CURREN T

Great blue herons are back. 
After writing in the previous column 

about an email from a Hardwick resi-
dent about a heron rookery, I received 
two other emails about rookeries in 
their area. 

A couple who read the Journal Reg-
ister enjoy watching the rookery at 
Conant Brook Dam in Monson. They 
said there were about four or five nests 
being used. 

A Brimfield 
resident also sent 
an email about 
the Conant 
Brook Dam in 
Monson. He said 
there are about 
six nests. 

Last year 
all of the nests 
fledged young. 

He said the 
rookery is easy to 
find and it is ac-
cessible from the 
a parking lot off  
of Munn Road in Monson. On Google 
maps it is listed at the Conant Brook 
Dam/Munn Dike Trailhead. 

From the parking lot walk about a 
quarter mile through the field and then 
take a right to the water. 

He said, “The nest are spread out 
and sometimes it takes a bit to find all 
six because of all of the dead tree trunks 
standing in the water.”

I have a pair of great blue herons 
nesting in the beaver pond, which bor-
ders my hayfield. They nested there last 
year for the first time. 

For many years before nesting, the 
great blue herons frequented the pond. 
I even saw a green heron once.

Sparrows and purple finches
The Brimfield resident said he has 

not seen many migrants yet, but he 
had fox sparrows, which were around 
for a few days. He also saw his first of 
the year chipping sparrow and a bright 
male purple finch. 

An Oakham couple also have purple 

finches coming to their feeders. I keep 
looking, but I have not seen any yet. 

I only put a small amount of seed 
out in the morning because of the many 
bears in my area.

Displaying Tom turkeys
On April Fools Day, three of my 

grandchildren and I saw a Tom turkey 
displaying in front of a hen turkey in 
a field in Barre. It was a quiet country 
road, so we stopped and watched for 

awhile. 
My grand-

daughter, Lizzie, 
even took a pho-
to, but it did not 
come out well as 
they were a dis-
tance away. 

The Tom 
would display his 
tail feathers in 
a fan and strut 
about. Then he 
would lower them 
to the normal po-
sition and start 

the mating ritual all over again. 
Loon mating behavior
The Loon Preservation Committee 

in Moultonborough, New Hampshire 
said in a newsletter, “Courtship is much 
more subtle in loons than it is in some 
other bird species. Loons do not perform 
mating dance, if  you see some flashy, 
splashy behavior going on between two 
loons, you are likely witnessing a terri-
torial interaction between rivals rather 
than an interaction between pair mem-
bers. Instead, loon courtship often looks 
like peaceful coexistence, they strength-
en their bond by doing things together, 
from preening to foraging to patrolling 
their territory. You may also hear them 
hooting softly to one another.” 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex-
tension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

When I was a kid, we had a big flower gar-
den that ran the length of the gable end 
of our ranch house.  

It was tremendous fun for mom and me each 
spring to mark the rows and sow the seeds of calen-
dula, cleome, balsam and so many other interesting 
annual flowers.  

Sometime in the mid to late 1980s, it became 
trendy to install perennial flower gardens.  Under 
the guise of “less work,” lots of folks traded in their 
marigolds and zinnias in place of daylilies and sum-
mer phlox.  

Where am I going with this, you ask?  Straight to 
an article about asparagus. 

Yes, asparagus.  My favorite perennial vegetable.  
The correlation came when I was working in my 

asparagus patch earlier today and I thought about 
just how much bang for the buck you get from es-
tablished asparagus for such little annual labor.

In order to thrive, asparagus plants require full 
sun, fertile soil, a neutral pH, and a weed-free bed.  
If  time allows, prepare the site in the fall prior to 
spring planting by removing the sod from grassy ar-
eas and by making the necessary adjustments to the 
soil with the addition of lime and balanced organic 
fertilizers.  

A soil test will determine accurate amounts for 
your site.

Once asparagus crowns have been purchased 
you shouldn’t wait too long to plant them, or they 
will dry out.  At first look, the roots look like fleshy 
white tentacles of an octopus radiating out from its 
head!  

If  planting ASAP is unlikely store them in moist 
sphagnum moss until you are able to get them in 
the ground. New advice recommends planting the 
crowns in trenches 8- 10” deep.  

It is helpful to incorporate additional lime and 
bone meal thoroughly into the bottom of the plant-
ing furrow. Set plants on small mounds of soil 12-
18” apart in the row and cover with 2” of soil.  

As the spears poke through this first layer of soil 
and begin to fern out, gradually fill in the trench 
with a mixture of soil and finished compost. It 
should take six weeks for the furrow to be complete-
ly filled in.  

Water regularly and top-dress with fertilizer in 
August of the first year and every spring thereafter.  
A thick application of compost at this time will also 
enhance fertility, while liming annually will help 
keep the pH neutral.  

New studies indicate that spears can be harvest-
ed for a week-long period the year after planting.   
Simply cut with a sharp knife at the soil surface.  

The following year expand your harvest to four 
weeks; by year three a full harvest season of eight 
weeks is possible.  

After harvest let the foliage grow, once winter 
killed it can be cut back and removed from the gar-
den site in case it harbors insect eggs.  Good hygiene 
and hand picking will reduce populations of the as-
paragus beetle and other culprits of the asparagus 
patch.   

What was I doing out in the asparagus patch to-
day, you ask?  

Besides thinking about flowers, I was weeding, 
and prepping the beds for their annual application 
of lime and compost. It’s a fair trade-off for two 
months of harvesting one of my favorite vegetables!

  Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Asparagus, a 
perennial favorite

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Great blue heron
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ..

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED
PORK PICNIC ....................

USDA INSP. $179
lb

SALE DATES: 4/20/23-4/26/23

$159

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPE .........$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ..............

$199

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$747
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS ........................

99¢

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SHRIMP RINGS
FULLY COOKED 4 OZ ......................

$325
lb

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

ea

$148
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN THIGH TRAY PAK ...............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST............

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........

$399

$277

lb

lb

$888
lb

CUT 
FREE

$177
lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
BUFFET HAM ....................

$399
lb

$399

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or LONDON BROIL

$475
lb

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

WARREN – The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints welcomes community members, neigh-
bors and friends to come and take pictures of head-
stones using the BillionGraves App on Saturday, April 
22 from 9 a.m.-noon at Pine Grove Cemetery.

All ages are welcome, and this event is open to ev-
eryone.

You will need to bring your phone with the Billion-
Graves App downloaded, a spray bottle with water to 
help darken the headstone details and a brush to clean 
any debris from headstones.

A short video tutorial will take you step-by-step 
how to use the BillionGraves App. https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1WMTa-8qapWk06ze7-NRp9sZNrklL-

HaOu/view?usp=drivesdk 
People can register at JustServe.org and search 

“Warren, MA.” JustServe.org is a website where the 
volunteer needs of organizations are posted, and vol-
unteers search for opportunities to enhance the quality 
of life in the community. 

For more information, email zanahatch@gmail.
com or call 413-427-5881.

BillionGraves project continues at Warren cemetery

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – We’ve all heard that, “April show-
ers bring May flowers,” but for 16-year-old Haileigh 
Swistak, this saying also marks the first two milestones 
in her writing career.

Just one year ago, she decided she would write her 
first book.

This past January, the Quaboag Regional High 
School junior and Warren resident published her first 
volume of poetry titled “Raindrops in April” which 
was quickly followed by her second volume, “Roses in 
May”.

“I’ve always really liked writing, since I was a kid,” 
Swistak said. “A couple of years ago, I realized this is 
what I want to do for a living.”

“Raindrops in April” contains 47 poems, and “Ros-
es in May” has 41. They are dedicated to her boyfriend 
and best friend, who have birthdays during those 
months.

When asked why she dedicated her books to them 
she said, “they’re two of the most important people in 
the world.”

Swistak said the poetry in “Raindrops in April” is 
more melancholy, compared to the poetry in “Roses in 
May”, which has more hope. 

Out of her 88 poems, “I’ll Love You” is the one 
closest to her heart, she said.

“A lot of these poems are from years of writing,” 
Swistak said.

Poetry has been one of Swistak’s favorite literary 
genres, since taking a creative writing class with teach-
er Dana Babcock. 

“Emily Dickinson is my favorite poet,” Swistak 
said. 

But Swistak isn’t just a poet. 
She is currently writing her first novel, and she is 

aiming to have her first draft completed by the end of 
this year.

The novel is geared for young adult readers and is 
loosely based on fairy tales.

“This is definitely going to be dark,” she said.
If that wasn’t enough, she has written a jukebox 

musical and is also creating a screenplay.
“I just did a readthrough of the musical with my 

mom last night,” Swistak said during our interview.
This coming-of-age musical is set to various songs 

you hear on the radio and Swistak is ready to send it 
for further review to James Joinville, Fine Arts Depart-

ment head at Quaboag.
Swistak has been involved with the stage crew of 

Quaboag Drama Club, including during the Club’s 
recent production of “Freaky Friday”. Next year, 
Swistak will be taking on the role of stage manager.

“The stage manager needs to be organized and have 
visual skills, and know how to work with the chore-
ographer…and how to keep people quiet backstage,” 
Swistak said. 

Her screenplay is based off of her favorite book se-
ries, “Renegades” by Marissa Meyer.

“It was a little challenging at first,” Swistak said, 
taking all of the dialogue and character’s thoughts, 
and turning it into facial expressions. 

She had already created 70 slides about the charac-
ters, and what they look like.

Swistak said in addition to writing the screenplay, 
she also wants to direct it. 

“I want to do it all,” she said.
How to purchase
“Raindrops in April” and “Roses in May” are both 

available in paperback on Amazon, at a cost of $10.50 
each. 

Quaboag Regional High School junior Haileigh Swistak has published 
two volumes of her poetry this year.  (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PAULA 
OUIMETTE)

Raindrops on roses

Teen author publishes two books of poetry

BROOKFIELD – In honor of Brookfield’s 350th 
Anniversary, the Brookfield Cultural Council is spon-
soring an essay contest and a photo contest for chil-
dren in grades kindergarten through sixth that live in 
town.

Essay Contest
For children in grades kindergarten through third, 

the topic is “What I Like About Living in Brookfield”. 
For children in grades fourth through sixth, the topic 
is “A Historic Walk through Brookfield”

Photo Contest
The theme for the photo contest for children in 

grades kindergarten through third is “My Favorite 
Place in Brookfield” and the theme for grades fourth 
through sixth is “Historic Brookfield.”

Photos must be taken by the child and must be 5 by 
7 inches. No filters. 

Any person in the photo must sign a release form as 
photos will be on display. 

Photo Release:  I, the undersigned (Photogra-
pher, Subjects, & Parent/Guardian of Photographer) 
do hereby consent that any photograph submitted 
for this contest may be displayed by Brookfield Cul-
tural Council at events throughout 2023 without 
any additional consideration to the undersigned. 
X______________________________

Black and white or color photos are acceptable.
General rules
Child must do the project on their own, without 

adult help. Children must live in Brookfield, and can 
attend public, private, or home school to participate.

Include a cover page with the child’s name and 
grade.  Do not put the child’s name directly on sub-
mission.

All entries must be submitted by May 17.  
If  the child attends Brookfield Elementary School, 

submit an entry to the main office.  If  child attends 
private or homeschool, please contact Jeanne Lytle by 
calling 508-867-6705 for submission or with any ques-
tions

Only one entry per contest per child please.
Winners will be announced at Theatre and Art in 

the Park on June 9.

Photo and essay 
contest deadline 
is May 17

WARREN/WEST BROOKFIELD – Town 
Clerk of Warren Laura Stockley and Town Clerk 
of West Brookfield Heather Gough announce 
that voter registration will be held in their offices 
on Saturday, April 22 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. for the 
Annual Town Election, which will be held Tues-
day, May 2.

Voter registration 
deadline is April 22 
for town election
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This view, which is cloaked in rich purples and 

striking oranges and blues, is the subject of Fay’s first 
oil painting and also featured in the show. 

Fay was inspired to create one of her oil paintings 
as she was driving her son to school. She was struck by 
the sun coming up over the Quaboag River by White’s 
Landing.

“The sunrise on the left was unbelievable,” she said.
Another oil painting featured in the show is of the 

boat club on Lake Wickaboag, but this one is bathed 
in moonlight and firelight, rather than sunlight. 

Watercolor is Fay’s primary medium of choice, with 
hyper-realistic details not commonly found in this type 
of painting.

“My watercolors are very tight…I tried oil thinking 
it would help loosen me up, but it hasn’t,” she said with 
a laugh. 

Fay began painting with oils about two years ago, 
and has completed four paintings to date. She adds the 
same level of detail to her oil paintings as she does her 
watercolors.

“Some of the watercolors I can start in the morning 
and be done by night,” she said. 

But with oil, the drying and layering add significant 
time to the process of creating, with some taking over 
a year to complete.

Sometimes, those oil paintings continue to evolve, 
such as the moonlit boat house painting.

“This one was nearing completion, but no boat…
with oil, you can paint over it once it’s dry,” Fay said. 

“Twilight in the Brookfields” will also showcase six 
of Fay’s watercolor paintings, including a scene from 
Foster Hill.

A close inspection of this painting will reveal Fay’s 
love for light, as it streams in through the barn’s back 
windows.

Each of the paintings in “Twilight in the Brook-
fields” will be displayed in matching frames, and it’s no 
surprise, since in addition to being an artist, Fay is also 

owner of West Brookfield Art & Frame.
Making sure each customer’s artwork, posters and 

photos are displayed in a frame that is both beautiful 
and complementary is just part of her job.

West Brookfield Art & Frame is open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sundays 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., which allows Fay to continue to 
be focused on her art on days the shop is closed.

“Having three days away from my retail space al-
lows me to take care of my family, pets, and home as 
a mother, while also allowing me to take solid studio 
time,” she said. “It allows me to be true to who I am - 
an artist.”

This is the first time in several years that Fay has 
done a solo show, and she is excited to kick-off West 
Brookfield Art & Frame’s lineup of exhibitions. 

Next up on May 6, West Brookfield Art & Frame 
will have its first jewelry show, “Glass Metal & Stone” 
featuring the work of Jennifer Scott Geldard, Cassan-
dra Goldwater and Cathe Palo.

The jewelry will be displayed in a jewelry case Fay 
got from the barn of her friend Bill Jankins. 

Scott Geldard works with glass and lampwork 
beads, Goldwater with mixed metals and stones and 
Palo with silver and copper.

Other shows include “Colors of Nature” opening 
June 2 with plein air painters Joanne Talbot Quinn 
and Vanessa Varjian; “For the Love of Color” opening 
Sept. 8 with Susan Tilton Pecora and Cruger Johnson 
Phillips; “Lucky Girl” opening Oct. 13 with Jennifer 
Scott Geldard; and “Small Works Show” opening 
Nov. 17 with all 22 gallery artists. 

All opening receptions are held from 5-7 p.m. on 
their listed dates.

For more information about West Brookfield Art & 
Frame, or upcoming shows, follow them on Facebook, 
visit www.westbrookfieldartandframe.com, email yaf-
acceber@hotmail.com, call 508-753-8604 or stop by 
during open hours. 
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This stately building is home to a doctor’s office off West Brookfield 
Common.

A familiar storefront in West Brookfield. (COURTESY PHOTOS)

Local newspapers play vital roles 
in communities across the globe. 
The Information Age has changed 

the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

• Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu-
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in-
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc-
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what’s going on in their own commu-
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own-
ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength-
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities.

• Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc-
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu-
nities and build stronger communi-
ties as a result.

• Local newspapers can benefit chil-
dren. National newspapers may have 

little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa-
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri-
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 
in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 

than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa-
pers in class.

Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners.

The benefits of local newspapers

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal
Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel • The Sun 
Town Reminder • Ware River News • Wilbraham Times

413.283.8393  •   www.newspapers.turley.com

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
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her fellow cadets. She said, “You can not lead alone, 
the people around you are the greatest asset in leader-
ship.” She also said there was no shame in asking for 
help, don’t be afraid of mistakes, learn how to breathe, 
push through and find the balance. 

Captain Daniel Brennock addressed the audience 
of Cadets, award presenters, family members and staff  
the unit performed 2,600 community service hours and 
980 school hours. He said the unit had a “spectacular 
annual inspection.”

Cadet Jadyn Gonzalez, Class of 2024, took over 
as Commanding Officer. Cadet Brianna Caponigro, 
Class of 2024, replaced Cadet Abigail Ramsey in the 
First Platoon and Cadet Hannah Wiggin, Class of 
2024, replaced Cadet Abigail Ramsey in the Second 
Platoon. Cadet Julio Pagan, Class of 2024, replaced 
Cadet Rose Leander in the Third Platoon. Cadet 
Klara Allen, Class of 2024, replaced Cadet William 
Lambert as Supply Officer and Cadet Natalie Fisher, 
Class of 2024, replaced Cadet Natalie Techera as Ad-
ministrative Officer.

In addition to the Change of Command, promo-
tions and awards were also part of the program. NS 
I promotions to Seaman were: Tyler Belden, Branden 
Brooks, Micah Cerezo, Mia Ducos, Garrett Erickson, 
Aiden Fuller, Madeleine Hardy, Alex Holden, Anna 
Labrousse, Finnegan Leander, Oliver Lyden, Hunter 
McQueston, Madeleine Rigney, Allison Sprankle and 
Samantha Vessair.

NS II promotions to Cadet Petty Officer First-
Class were: Benjamin Bibik, Joshua Bibik, Jordan 
Blanchard, Alisyn Bruso, Matthew Erickson, Angeli-
na Feliciano, Jack Fors, Isabel LaBelle, Hunter LeBier, 
Reagan Laprade, Goldkeng Lee, Benjamin Metcalf, 
Luke Salvadore, Frederick Schaaf and Richard Tuck-
er. 

NS III promotions to Cadet Petty Officer First-
Class were: Brett Clarkson, Joshua Marcotte and 
Mathew Tolman and promotions to Cadet Petty Of-
ficer Second Class was Ryan Sylvia. Promotions to 
Cadet Ensign were Klara Allen, Brianna Caponigro, 
Natalie Fisher, Jadyn Gonzalez, Sophia Januszewski, 
Julio Pagan and Hannah Wiggin. 

NS IV promotions were: Cadet Commander Sum-
mer Barringer and Abigail Ramsey, Cadet Lieutenant 
Commander Rose Leander and Cadet Petty Officer 
First-Class Eliana Trott.

Receiving Cadet Achievement were Klara Allen, 
Summer Barringer, Brianna Caponigro, Jadyn Gon-
zalez, William Lambert, Hannah Wiggin and Abigail 

Ramsey: NS I High Honors Hunter McQueston and 
Honors Tyler Belden, Brando Brooks, Michah Cerezo, 
Alex Holden and Samantha Vessair. Also NS II High 
Honors went to Matthew Erickson and Isabel LaBelle 
and Honors to Alisyn Bruso, Angelina Feliciano, Jack 
Fors, Benjamin Metcalf, Luke Salvadore and Richard 
Tucker; NS III High Honors Sophia Januszewski and 
Honors Jadyn Gonzalez and NS IV Honors Summer 
Barringer, Rose Leander, Noah Linhart, Kenny Nguy-
en and Abigail Ramsey.

NS I Distinguished Cade went to Micah Cerezo 
and Hunter McQueston; NS I Honor Cadets Hunter 

McQueston and NS IV Distinguished Cadet Summer 
Barringer and Abigail Ramsey and NS IV Honor Ca-
det Summer Barringer. 

Receiving the American Legion Post 2 Barre Aca-
demic Scholarship Award was NS 1 Mia Ducos and 
NS 2 Hunter LaBier; American Legion Post 2 Barre 
Military Achievement Award NS 1 Garrett Erickson 
and NS 2 Joshua Bibik; National Sojourners Award 
Jordan Blanchard; Surface Navy Association Stephen 
Decatur Award (NS 1) Micah Cerezo; American Vet-
erans JROTC Award Alex Holden; Armed Forces 
Committee of Worcester County Military Excellence 
Award Finnegan Leander; Reserve Organization of 
America Military Achievement Award Madeleine 
Hardy; Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Award for Ex-
cellence Isabel LaBelle; Non-Commissioned Officers 
Association Award NS 1 Tyler Belen, NS 2 Matthew 
Erickson and NS 3 Joshua Marcotte; Military Order 
of the World Wars Award Richard Tucker; Military 
Officers of American Association Leadership Award 
Goldkeng Lee, Jeremy Michael Kauppila Leadership 
Academy Scholarship Award Joshua Bibik, Jordan 
Blanchard, Julio Pagan and Mathew Tolman; Military 
Order of the Purple Heart Sophia Januszewski; Sons 
of the American Revolution Award Luke Salvadore; 
Daedalian Award, Brianna Caponigro; Association 
of Naval Aviation Patriots Chapter Award Summer 
Barringer, Surface Navy Association Stephen Decatur 
Award NS III Hannah Wiggin and Navy League Mili-
tary Leadership Award Jadyn Gonzalez.

Brennock presented Quabbin Regional School Dis-
trict Superintendent Sheila Muir with an American 
Flag, which flew over the High School the day before. 
She will be retiring in June.

Finally, the Class of 2023 Cadets lined up and were 
piped over the side. 

As the soulful sound of the whistle blew for each 
one, they left with both sadness and joy for their fu-
tures. They were Summer Grace Barringer, Abigail 
Grace Ramsey, Rose Mary Leander, Elizabeth Lynn 
Burns, William Francis Lambert, Kenny Nguyen, Eli-
ana Noel Trott, Noah Josiah Linhart, Natalie Eliza-
beth Techera and Collin Clinton Woodruff. 

Quabbin Regional School District Superintendent Sheila Muir received 
an American Flag, which flew at the high school the day before.  (TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY ELLENOR DOWNER)
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NORTH BROOKFIELD – The annual 
May Festival “Celebrating Spring” will take 
place at the Haston Free Public Library, 161 
North Main St., and on the lawn of the First 
Congregational Church on Saturday, May 6 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Local farms, nurseries, crafters of all kinds, 
and local businesses and organizations will sell 
their products and share information about 
their services. 

Local musicians will perform, and free door 
prizes will be awarded. The family-oriented 
festival will also offer a variety of activities for 
children on the church lawn.

An art show, featuring area artists and pho-
tographers and sponsored by The Friends of 

the Town House, will be held at the church’s 
Fellowship Hall.

The North Brookfield Fire Department will 
hold an open house during festival hours at 
Fire Department headquarters, 56 School St.

A free plant swap, on the library lawn and 
sponsored by the North Brookfield Cultural 
Council, will allow gardeners to share annual 
and perennial plants.  

All plants are free, and everyone is welcome 
to participate, whether or not you have plants 
to donate. Plants can be dropped off at the li-
brary on May 6 beginning at 9 a.m.  Expand 
your garden without breaking the bank.

For more information about the May Fes-
tival, call the Haston Library at 508-867-0208.

The Haston Free Public Library’s annual May Festival “Celebrating Spring” will be held on 
Saturday, May 6 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  (COURTESY PHOTO)

Annual May Festival ‘Celebrating 
Spring’ is May 6
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ie producer Steven Spielberg, to name a 
few. 

Hunter started his Scouting journey 
in the third grade and earned numerous 
belt loops along the way. He crossed 
over to Boy Scouts on May 20, 2016, 
and joined Troop 26 in Barre.  

It was a smooth transition since he 
knew some of the Scouts in the troop 
and attended meetings for a couple of 
months before his crossover ceremony. 

Richard Stevens was Scoutmaster 
and continued in that role for the first 
year and a half of Hunter’s Scouting 
journey. Gary Pearson was also a Scout 
leader. 

Hunter’s father, Aaron Casey took 
over as Scoutmaster after Stevens, and 
stayed until his son finished his Eagle 
journey. 

He achieved many merit badges. 
An Eagle Scout must earn a mini-

mum of 21 merit badges and 14 of those 
must come from a list of Eagle required 
merit badges. Some of his favorite mer-
it badges included water sports, sports, 
shot gun, swimming, and wilderness 
survival.  

In addition, to the required number 
of merit badges an Eagle Scout must 
show leadership. He was Quartermas-
ter, Patrol Leader, Assistant Senior Pa-
trol Leader and Senior Patrol Leader.  

He did many service projects. He 
helped the veterans put together bless-

ing bags for Veterans Inc. and met some 
of the men in the program. 

He also helped with the clothesline 
project at Anna Maria College to help 
raise awareness against domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault. 

One of the last steps is the Eagle 
project. Hunter said someone suggested 
Felton Field for a project. 

He completed renovation of the bath 
house and replacee the gable ends of the 
pavilion at Felton Field. He then gave 
both structures a new coat of pain. 

There were some challenges along 
his journey, but he persevered. Despite 
the challenges and changes in the Scout 
Troop, the Scout leaders kept Scouting 
going for the boys. 

His Eagle ceremony at American Le-
gion Post 2 was the final step in the pro-
cess of becoming an Eagle Scout. His 
mother, Tracy Nickerson, attached the 
Eagle pin to her son’s uniform. 

The Eagle charge must be given by 
an Eagle Scout and Richard Stevens 
welcomed him into the brotherhood of 
Eagle Scout. 

Hunter presented pins to his mother, 
father, paternal grandparents, maternal 
grandfather and the mentor pin to Gary 
Pearson. 

State Rep. Donald Berthiaume at-
tended and presented Hunter with a 
citation from the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives. 

SCOUT   I  FROM PAGE 1

Hunter Casey stands by part of his completed Eagle project, which included renovation of the bath house at 
Felton Field in Barre.  SUBMITTED PHOTOS

A photo of the pavilion before Hunter Casey began his Eagle project.

The second part of Hunter Casey’s Eagle project was the repairing and painting of the pavilion at Felton Field 
in Barre.

This is how the bath house looked before Hunter Casey’s renovation.

cational education, Duda said at the 
School Committee’s April 12 meeting. 

While in Washington, D.C., Duda 
met with Senator Tim Kaine, founder 
and co-chair of the Senate career and 
technical education, as well as Con-
gressman Jim McGovern. 

Duda explained how wonderful his 
experience was, and that he feels like he 
made real progress in representing Mas-
sachusetts’s’ vocational scene.

HVAC Department upgrades
After receiving a half million-dol-

lar grant, the HVAC department was 
completely transformed with a full ren-
ovation. HVAC will have a brand-new 
space, fully equipped with new tools, 
better ceilings, new light, better ventila-
tion, and all new boilers. 

Renovations are estimated to be 
completed by July 1, and there will be a 
ribbon cutting ceremony in August. 

This renovation was much needed 
considering HVAC workers are in high 
demand at the moment and the field is 
predicted to keep growing. 

Behavioral concerns
The school district has been facing 

unprecedented levels of behavioral is-
sues, including fights amongst the fresh-
man students. 

Recent changes have proved effective 
in addressing the fighting, including no 
more congregating for breakfast in the 
morning, assigned lunch seating and 
stricter regulation of cell phone usage. 

Assigned lunch seating with no cell 
phone usage has proved especially ef-
fective, encouraging students to make 
new friends and entertain themselves 
in more natural ways such as playing 
board games. 

Chronic absenteeism is at an all-
time high following COVID. There are 
about 35-45 chronically absent students 
throughout the school, and faculty says 
that mental health issues have contrib-
uted to this issue. The School Commit-
tee is considering partnering with local 

police in hopes of getting this matter 
under control. 

Behavioral issues have also extended 
to the school buses.

School calendar changes
The School Committee approved 

adding half days around midterms to 
lower stress levels for students and staff.

Trips approved
The School Committee approved a 

number of upcoming field trips includ-
ing April 27-29, Skills USA at Black-
stone Valley Regional Technical High 
School; April 21-26, DECA Interna-
tional Career Development Conference 
in Orlando, Florida; May 9, New En-
gland Air Museum in Windsor Locks, 
Connecticut; and May 25, Brownstone 
Adventure Sports Park in Portland, 
Connecticut. 

New hires
The school district looks forward to 

welcoming new hires Michael Forrest, 
Transition Coordinator/Assistive Tech 
and Reading Instructor; Jennifer Pytel, 
Paraprofessional; Tonia Speenburgh, 
part-time Library and Media Support. 

Retirement
School Committee members recog-

nized retiree John Weyant, Carpentry 
Instructor, for 23 years of great work. 

Donations
The School Committee voted to ac-

cept a $15,000 donation from the Palm-
er Rotary Club. 

They also voted to accept a number 
of gifts including a Lincoln Electric AC/
DC Arc Welder and some other tools 
from Elaine Hodgman; a 2015 Sedona 
from Mary K. Young; a 2009 Honda 
Odyssey from Darlene Henshaw; and a 
2010 Ford Fusion Hybrid from Cristian 
Covert. 

Lowes Hardware donated tools and 
equipment including 49 drills. 

The Polish American Citizens Club 
donated to the music program, and 
Palmer Rotary Club donated a scholar-
ship. 

VOC-TECH   I  FROM PAGE 1
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Quaboag picks Quaboag picks 
up win over up win over 
PalmerPalmer

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

F I S K D A L E — T h e 
Hopedale and Tantasqua girls’ 
lacrosse teams split a pair of 
one goal matches during the 
2022 regular season. The first 
meeting of this season between 
the varsity squads was another 
very close affair for the first 25 
minutes. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
held a slim 2-1 halftime lead, 
managed to pull away during 
the second half with the help 
of six goals leading to an 8-2 
home victory over the Blue 
Raiders on a warm spring af-
ternoon, last Thursday.  

“The weather was a major 
factor during the first half,” 
said Tantasqua senior captain 
Sophia Parker “We just refo-
cused in the second half and 
built a large lead. This is a very 
big win for us.” 

The Lady Warriors (4-3) 
squeaked out a 14-13 home 
win versus Hopedale (1-4) last 
April. They lost the second 
meeting by the final score of 
9-8.    

“We did play two very close 
games against Hopedale last 
year,” said Tantasqua head 
coach Heather Egan. “It was 
nice to get some separation 
from them in today’s game.”    

The first goal of last Thurs-
day’s home contest was scored 
by Tantasqua freshman Tess 
Alexander on a backhander a 
little more than a minute into 
the opening half. Sophomore 
Kaydie O’Neil was credited 
with the assist. 

Alexander, who scored two 
more goals during the second 
half, posted her first hat-trick 
in a varsity game. 

“Tess is only a freshman, 
and she has been playing very 
well so far this season,” Egan 
said. “We do have a bunch of 
very good freshmen on this 
year’s team.”  

Tantasqua’s other freshmen 
starters in the home match 
were Elle Kearns, Abby Wot-
ten, Maeve Early, and Fiona 
Knott, who’s the starting goal-
ie. She made a total of eight 
saves.  

“Fiona has never been a 
goalie before this year,” Egan 
said. “She made a couple of 
nice saves and has been im-
proving in every game. We’re 

Warriors 
break 
away in 
second 
half for win

Liam Sloan returns the ball over the net.  PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP.SMUGMUG.COM

Evan Long goes overhand for a return. Brandon Allen goes for a forehand play. Owen Allen gets both hands on the return.

PALMER – Last Tues-
day afternoon, Quaboag 
boys tennis picked up a 4-1 
win over Palmer. With the 
win, Quaboag improved to 
3-3 on the season. Quabo-
ag started the season a 
quick 2-0, but ran into 
some tough competition 
with losses against Bart-
lett, Auburn, and South 
High Community School. 
Quaboag looks to get back 
above .500 against David 
Prouty on April 24.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Prior to last 
Wednesday’s home opener 
against Littleton High School, 
Quabbin senior captain Sydney 
Giorgi had only pitched one 
inning for the varsity softball 
team.  

Giorgi made her first career 
varsity start versus the Tigers 
because junior Mady Breault 
and eighth grader Abby Ro-
gowski, who are the Lady 
Panthers top two pitchers this 

spring, were on a class trip. 
Junior Meg Doyle, who’s 

the starting centerfielder, and 
sixth grader Juliana Guilder-
son, who normally plays for 
the junior varsity softball team, 
also pitched in a varsity game 
for the first time in the home 
opener. 

The Tigers (4-1), who are 
the defending Mid-Wach C 
league champions, took advan-
tage of the inexperienced Lady 
Panthers hurlers by posting a 
17-4 victory in six innings. 

Shorthanded Panthers fall to Littleton

The Panthers attempt to get an out at home. PHOTO BY RAY DUFFY See WARRIORS  I   PAGE 10See PANTHERS  I   PAGE 11
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very excited about her future.”
Rounding out the Lady Warriors 

freshmen class are Emily Cooley, Leah 
Schweter, and Emily Whitter. 

Hopedale junior Antonia Rolo net-
ted a man-up goal, which tied the score 
at 1-1 with 15:51 remaining in the first 
half.

The score would remain tied for more 
than ten minutes. 

Parker, who broke her stick early in 
the first half, had to borrow Alexander’s 
stick. 

“Using someone else’s stick was very 
difficult at first because I never used it 

before,” Parker said. “I’m used to my net 
and the length of my own stick. I’m go-
ing to go home and fix my stick, which 
I’ve been using for the past four years.”

With 3:52 remaining in the opening 
half, Parker picked up a ground ball 
with her new stick and fired a bounce 
shot into the cage past Hopedale fresh-
man goalie Allie Pearlman (14 saves) for 
the go-ahead goal, which was unassist-
ed. 

“I really wanted to score that goal,” 
Parker added. “I’ve now scored at least 
one goal in every game so far this sea-
son.”

Five minutes into the second half, 
Tantasqua junior Grace St. Laurent 

scored a goal on a free position shot giv-
ing her team a 3-1 advantage.

St. Laurent assisted on Alexander’s 
second goal of the match a minute later.

Then Parker and O’Neil took over 
the spotlight for the next five minutes. 

Parker delivered a beautiful pass to 
O’Neil, who finished off the play by 
scoring a goal with 18 minutes remain-
ing in regulation. The duo hooked up 
again two minutes later with O’Neil 
scoring her second goal after receiving 
another pass from Parker.

“Kaydie and I have good chemistry,” 
Parker said. “We’re always looking for 
each other on the field. She works very 
hard and I’m proud of her.”   

Following a water break, the home 
team built a commanding 7-1 lead when 
junior Taylor Sexton netted an unassist-
ed goal. 

Alexander completed her memora-
ble afternoon by scoring a free position 
goal with 2:12 remaining on the score-
board clock. 

The final goal of the match was 
scored by Hopedale sophomore Emily 
Frohn with 25 seconds left. 

The Lady Warriors, who’ll have two 
weeks off between games, will be look-
ing to sweep the season series in the 
second meeting against the Blue Raid-
ers, which is scheduled to take place at 
Hopedale High School on May 11.      

WARRIORS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Pathfinder falls at Pope Francis

Kendra Burke fires to the plate for Pathfinder.  PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOG-
PHOTOS.COM Lianna Carrasquillo tries to barehand a slow roller.

Brianna Beynor makes an underhand flip for the out. Bella Nompleggi catches for the Pioneers. Megan Bly catches an out at first base.

SPRINGFIELD 
– Last Thursday af-
ternoon, Pathfinder 
softball suffered a 
tough loss at Pope 
Francis 16-5. In 
the loss, Pathfinder 
fell behind early as 
Pope Francis racked 
up the hits. Path-
finder would drop 
to 1-2 on the season.

More players are needed for the 
Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball 
League as it seeks to infuse new tal-
ent into its league for the 2023 sea-
son.

The league recently held its open 
practice, but still has plenty of open 
roster spots remaining to fill for the 
2023 season.

Registration for the 2023 season 
remains open and any interested 
players can go to www.quabbinval-
leybaseball.org to get registered, or 
to seek more information or make in-
quiries about the league. The league 
website will also be updated over the 
next month with information about 
the upcoming season.

The season is scheduled to be-
gin on Sunday, April 23. The league 
plays most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs 
following that. The league plays 
a 15-game schedule and typically 
fields six teams each year. Games are 
usually played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South Hadley 
normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an 
all abilities league and all are wel-
come to join. Eligibility is players 
who are age 28 and over. You must 
be 30 to be eligible to pitch in the 
league. Your age for eligibility is 
whatever age you will turn in 2023. 

Roster spots 
remain open 
in Quabbin 
League

Turley Publications sports 
department has recently joined 
Instagram. You can find our 
account by searching “tur-
leysports.” We will regularly 
feature samples of photos that 
you will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. Please follow 
and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring 
photos from all 11 of our sports 
sections, but as always, you can 
see all the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your 
community.

Follow Turley 
Sports on 
Instagram
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Despite the loss, Quabbin varsity 

softball coach Chris Nosek was pleased 
with the performance of his three pitch-
ers. 

“Being a softball pitcher is incredibly 
hard,” Nosek said. “All of the attention 
is focused on you and you’re trying to 
throw the ball into a small window. 
I’m very proud of the three girls who 
pitched for us in today’s game. It was the 
first time that any of them had pitched 
at this level, and they competed very 
hard out there.”

Besides the two pitchers, the Lady 
Panthers were also missing three other 
players for various reasons.

Giorgi, who’s normally the starting 
first baseman, did her best during the 
first two innings of the game. She al-
lowed seven runs on just two base hits. 
She issued nine walks and didn’t record 
a strikeout.

“When I asked the players who want-
ed to be the starting pitcher, Sydney was 
the first person to step up,” Nosek said. 
“She pitched an inning in a one sided 
game last year, but this was her first 
varsity start. It’s a very difficult role and 
I’m very proud of her. She stepped out-
side of her comfort zone and helped the 
team.”    

Giorgi was also the captain of the 
Lady Panthers varsity field hockey team, 
which is coached by Shelly Zalneraitis, 
and the girls’ varsity basketball team, 
which is coached by Evan Barringer.   

“Sydney is an outstanding three-
sport athlete,” Nosek added. “If she de-
cided to play tennis or golf, she would 
probably excel in those sports as well.”   

The other two senior captains of the 
Lady Panthers softball team are Tori 
Brewer and Brynn Adams, who started 
the home opener in left field. 

“All three of our senior captains have 
done a lot of wonderful things during 
their varsity careers,” Nosek said. 
“They’re tremendous leaders on and off  
the field.”  

Adams finished the first home game 
with three base hits, which were all sin-
gles. She also scored two runs. 

Doyle, who replaced Giorgi at the 
start of the third inning, allowed sev-
en runs on four hits over 2 2/3 innings. 
She walked seven batters and struck out 
three. 

“Meg had never pitched in a softball 
game at any level before today,” Nosek 
said. “I told her that I needed a couple 
of innings. She did a good job.”  

Doyle also contributed offensively 
with two hits and two RBIs. 

“We always want to have runners on 
base whenever Meg comes up to bat, 
“Nosek added. “She’s a very dangerous 
hitter for us.”  

The trio of Adams, Doyle, and soph-
omore shortstop Ana Dunn had eight 
of the Lady Panthers nine base hits 
against Littleton junior Ella Gearty, 
who went the distance.  

After the Tigers scored three runs in 
the top of first inning, Adams led off  
the bottom half of the frame with an in-
field hit. She scored the Lady Panthers 
first run on Doyle’s triple to left field. 

Two innings later, Adams hit a flyball 
single to right field and crossed the plate 
when Doyle lined a single into center 

PANTHERS   I  FROM PAGE 9

field. Doyle scored the Lady Panthers 
third run following another single to cen-
ter by Dunn, who also went 3-for-3. She 
also scored a run in the sixth inning. 

Guilderson was Quabbin’s third 
pitcher against the Tigers, who scored at 
least one run in every inning that they 
batted. She allowed three runs on two 
hits and issued only one walk over the 
final 1 1/3 innings.

With two-outs in the bottom of the 
sixth, Guilderson came up to the plate 
and smacked an RBI single into center 

field. It was her first base hit and RBI in 
a varsity softball game.

“It was very cool seeing Juliana get 
her first varsity base hit in the final in-
ning,” Nosek said. “She’ll probably re-
member it for a very long time.”  

Another j.v. player, who played in the 
home opener for Quabin was sopho-
more catcher Makaylah Kingsbury.

Nosek, is expecting a much closer 
game when his squad makes the hour 
long bus ride to Littleton High School 
on May 5.

Sydney Giorgi pitches for the Panthers. Meg Doyle conferences with Juliana Guilderson. PHO-
TOS BY RAY DUFFY

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Summer Event
Information

Turley Publications 
will print 

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
SUMMERFEST 

Supplement which 
publishes early June.

Deadline for submissions
is April 28.

Community 
Summer Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Dylan and Marley 

are two
5. Makes healthy
10 The Who’s “O’Riley”
14. Side sheltered from 

wind
15. Flat-bottomed 

sailboats
16. Egyptian supreme 

god
17. Advice
18. Mass of small, loose 

stones
19. Online learning 

services provider
20. “Lords” in North-

west Semitic 
languages

22. Of she
23. A place to relax
24. Critical and mocking
27. Consumed
30. You get one in 

summer
31. Bath
32. Luxury automaker
35. Spiders spin one

37. Guy (slang)
38. Greek personifica-

tion of Earth
39. Large instruments
40. Domestic cattle 

genus
41. Appetizer
42. Oil group
43. Where to put grocer-

ies
44. Speak incessantly
45. Popular color
46. A place to sleep
47. Make fun of
48. Former CIA
49. Salts
52. Bleated
55. Never sleeps
56. Sword
60. Water (Spanish)
61. Cyprinids
63. “Dark Knight” actor 

Christian
64. Fictional demon
65. Old World lizard
66. The content of 

cognition
67. Makes a mistake

68. A way to make wet
69. Tide

CLUES DOWN
1. One-liner
2. Evergreen genus
3. College in Rome
4. Prevents from seeing
5. Cycles/second
6. Mischievous child
7. Less common
8. Honorably retired
9. Midway between 

south and southeast
10. A confusion of 

voices and other 
sounds

11. Bony fish genus
12. Type of pear
13. Egyptian cross
21. Satisfies
23. Founder of Babism
25. Bar bill
26. Chicago ballplayer
27. Performer
28. Hairpiece
29. Partner to flowed
32. Aircraft formation

33. You have 3 per day
34. Goes into
36. College athletic 

organization
37. Wet, muddy ground
38. Talk
40. Witty conversation
41. Gurus
43. “French Price of 

__ Air”
44. Sports equipment
46. Try to get
47. Flower cluster
49. Sea dwellers
50. Palmlike subtropical 

plant
51. Polio vaccine 

developer
52. Baseball’s Ruth
53. Gelatinous sub-

stance
54. Hungarian violinist 

Leopold
57. Offered
58. Ancient Greek City
59. A way to derive
61. Touch lightly
62. Witnessed

Turley Publications, an independent, family-owned newspaper company, 
is searching for an experienced leader to serve as its Executive Editor and put 
their mark on its newsroom. The ideal person will evolve community journalism 
coverage in the company’s 12 weekly papers and prepare its talented young 
journalists for the future. 

He or she will work alongside the owners to develop the department’s 
overarching strategy and determine the direction the newsroom is headed both on 
a day-to-day basis as well as its long-term goals. While the editor works with the 
owners, the Executive Editor has a great deal of autonomy built into the position.

The perfect candidate will have strong, proven leadership qualities as well as 
editing, writing and coaching abilities. They will be able to mold coverage as they 
work with a great group of editors and writers.

The company is looking for a leader who will work in a collaborative manner 
while setting expectations and holding staff accountable.

It is imperative that the editor have creative problem-solving skills, a flair for 
innovation and a bent for adapting current practices when possible.

The right candidate would:
• Ensure the papers have a good balance of news stories.
• Be able to work with editors so they are able to provide readers with the best 

possible papers.
• Be a mentor to all new hires, but particularly to writers, with the goal of 

developing a bench of future editors.
• Be an editorial manager with a proven track record in leading newsrooms 

and have a bachelor’s degree or the equivalent experience.
• Represent the company as the senior editorial staff member and would 

report to the owners, Keith and Patrick Turley.
• Would also edit two of the company’s weekly newspapers, The Holyoke Sun 

and The Agawam Advertiser News, which are tabs.

Turley Publications Inc. is an equal opportunity employer offering competitive salaries, 
paid vacation and sick time, a health plan and a 401k. It is a locally-owned family business 
that takes pride in all of the communities we serve.

Please send a cover letter explaining why you are the best candidate for the job and how 
you can be a crucial component of Turley Publications’ future, along with a resume, 
references and several clips to Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com.

Executive Editor

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413.283.8393

www.turley.com

- sturbridge -

STURBRIDGE – Sturbridge 
Historical Society presents Dennis 
Picard to talk about the Civilian 
Conservation Corps on Thursday, 
April 27 at 7 p.m. at the Publick 
House.

April 2023 marks the 90th anni-
versary of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps, known as the CCC, or 
“The C’s.” 

This Works Project program 
was conceived by the newly elect-
ed President of the United States, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The 
enabling legislation for this under-
taking was passed by Congress in 
March of 1933, just a few months 
after Roosevelt took office. 

The first enrollees arrived in 
April of that same year.

Come hear the story of this con-
troversial, but successful conserva-
tion program that took young men 
from the ages of 18-25 (as well as 
veterans from World War I), placed 
them in military style camps, and 
put them to work on projects as 
diverse as flood control, reforesta-
tion, and gypsy moth eradication.

Picard has been a volunteer at 
the Camp Connor CCC museum 
in Stafford Springs, Connecticut, 
for several years, sharing tales of 

the men who once labored to create 
our State and National Forests that 
we know today – including those in 
the Sturbridge area.

Picard is a well-known historian 
and museum professional in the liv-
ing history field. 

He began his career at Old Stur-
bridge Village in 1978. He also 
served on the staff of Hancock 
Shaker Village as a historic trade 
craftsman and site interpreter. 

From 1990 to 2017 he was the 
Director of Storrowton Village 
Museum in West Springfield. 

Picard, with his background 
and museum experience, has au-
thored many articles and provides 
programs on the lifestyles and folk-
ways of New England, and has also 
served as a consultant for many 
Historical Societies and Museums. 
He has edited film scripts and re-
viewed historic novels for accuracy 
of content. 

The Sturbridge Historical Soci-
ety’s programs are generously host-
ed by the Publick House.

For more information, visit the 
Sturbridge Historical Society’s 
Facebook page, which was estab-
lished and maintained by Wally 
Hersee.

Historical Society hosts talk 
about Dennis Picard

STURBRIDGE – The Publick House 
Historic Inn and Restaurant will host a 
community dinner fundraiser to benefit 
Holy Archangel St. Michael’s Romanian 
Orthodox Church of Southbridge on 
Monday, May 1.

The Publick House cooks for many or-
ganizations to give back to the community 
by raising money for local organizations. 
Each sponsored organization receives a 
portion from every dinner served.

The event includes a complete turkey 
dinner buffet with two seatings, one from 
4:30-6 p.m. and one from 6:30-8 p.m. 

The feast includes oven-roasted turkey, 
cornbread-sausage stuffing, mashed po-

tatoes, butternut squash, and cranberry 
sauce. The menu also includes tossed salad 
with house-made maple vinaigrette, dinner 
rolls, dessert, coffee, tea and iced water.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren (4-12 years) and are available through 
April 26. To purchase tickets, call or email 
Sandra Nasto at 774-318-8659 (sandranas-
to@aol.com) or Spiro Thomo at 774-200-
8043 (spirothomo@gmail.com).

Holy Archangel St. Michael’s Roma-
nian Orthodox Church is located at 16 Ro-
manian Avenue, Southbridge. Its mission 
is to experience the grace of God and to 
share it with others.

Community turkey dinner to 
benefit St. Michael’s

STURBRIDGE – Grassroots Central 
Mass will continue its tradition of cele-
brating Earth Day with its third “Trees Are 
Treasures” event on Saturday, April 22 at 
Wells State Park from 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

GCM, a local affiliate of Indivisible 
Mass Coalition, is co-sponsoring this 
year’s events with Brookfields Fight Fear. 
Both GCM and BFF are local groups ded-
icated to serving the communities we live in 
through finding and supporting solutions 
to issues in our communities, our state, and 
our nation. 

The event includes a short, level walk 
along the Mill Pond Trail at Wells State 
Park, where interpreters are stationed to 
discuss forest logging, the importance of 
wetlands and how to “read” a forest’s his-
tory. This is a family friendly stroll.

This free event will also include chil-
dren’s crafts under the pavilion, and a free 
tree seedling giveaway. Join GCM to cele-
brate and appreciate the beauty of our na-
tive forest. 

For more information, visit grass-
rootscentralmass.org.

GCM hosts ‘Trees are Treasures’ at 
Wells State Park April 22
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HEATING OIL & A/C

INSURANCE PAINTING & PAPERING TREE SERVICE

PLUMBING & HEATING

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Three (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service

ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (413) 436-7686

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

1

BROOKFIELD – The Merrick Pub-
lic Library is putting out a call for pho-
tographs of houses, stores, and build-
ings in town. 

Old and new photos, of old and new 
structures, as well as any accompanying 
stories, would be appreciated. 

Many visitors to the Library ask for 
information on their historic homes. 
While Library staff have information on 
some of the houses from a survey done 

in the 1980s (available online through 
the Massachusetts Historical Com-
mission at https://mhc-macris.net/), for 
many places they have limited informa-
tion. 

The Merrick Public Library would 
like to invite the public to share photo-
graphs and information on their houses 
and buildings, for future information 
seekers. Even if  your house is newly 
built, in a hundred years someone will 

be looking for old photos of it. 
Please keep in mind that any infor-

mation you provide will be available to 
the public, so include only information 
you are comfortable being known to the 
wider world. The Library is especially 
interested in photographs of houses, 
stores, buildings, barns, and structures, 
inside and out, and memories and sto-
ries associated with them. 

Photos can be donated to the library, 

mailed or brought in to be scanned and 
returned, or emailed to brookfieldli-
brary@gmail.com. Please include infor-
mation on the type of building, address, 
year it was built, and any info or stories 
you’d like to share. 

People can stop by, or email with 
questions.

Merrick Library seeks photos of buildings
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396.

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates,
accumulations, junk, estates,
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services.

10% disc. with this ad off services.
Dumpster Rentals available for rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

EVENTS
WINTERGARDEN FARMS AN-
TIQUES AT WINTERGARDEN 
FARMS JUST 15 MINUTES FROM 
THE HEART OF BRIMFIELD MAY 
3RD THROUGH MAY 9TH 9:00 AM 
TO 5:00 PM DAILY BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY INCLUDING EVENINGS 
359 STAFFORD ROAD (RTE 32), 
MONSON, MASS CALL (413)539-
1472 TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 
OR STOP BY. THE BARN IS PACKED 
WITH GREAT MERCHANDISE!! 
KEEP WATCHING FOR UPDATED 
PHOTOS AT www.antiquesatwin-
tergardenfarm.com

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior and exterior, res-
idential,commercial and new construc-
tion, wallpaper removal, sheetrock and 
plaster repairs. Quality products. Since 
1985. Free estimates. Fully Insured.  
Call Brad at 413-887-1987.

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323-
6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

BEAUTIFUL HEALTHY GER-
MAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES 
For Sale, Ready To Go $1,200.00. 
For more information contact Lori 
(508)864-4712.

TRUCK DRIVER WAREHOUSE 
PERSON Deliveries to customers, 
inventory, receive, store, pick, stage 
orders, deliver. Valid drivers license 
non-CDL must operate forklift. KSM 
ENTERPRISE, Lois (413)283-9741

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WARREN HOUSING

AUTHORITY

WARREN, MA – The Warren Housing 
Authority seeks an experienced hous-
ing administrator or managing agent to 
lead and manage its programs, proper-
ties, and contracts. The Warren Housing 
Authority owns and operates 60 units of 
state-aided elderly/handicapped public 
housing, 4 units of state-aided family 
housing, 11 MRVP, six Section 8 new 
construction units, and 66 HCV current-
ly administrated through a third party.
Required Minimum Qualifications: A 
minimum of two years’ experience in 
housing management, community de-
velopment, public administration, or a 
closely related field; knowledge of the 
principles and practices of housing 
management, finances, and mainte-
nance systems in public and private 
housing; excellent written and verbal 
communication skills; knowledge of 
laws regulating State and Federal hous-
ing programs; clearly demonstrated 
management and organization skills, 
and; experience working with people of 
various socio-economic backgrounds. 
Certification as a Public Housing Man-
ager from a HUD/DHCD approved ac-
crediting organization is desired or must 
be obtained within one year of employ-
ment. The successful candidate must 
be able to pass a criminal background 
check prior to final selection.
The annual salary range is up to 
$62,775.00 depending upon experi-
ence, certifications, and in accordance 
with the DHCD Executive Director Sal-
ary Schedule/Calculation worksheet. 
The work week is 26 hrs. per week and 
includes a generous benefit portfolio.
Candidates should apply in confidence 
by submitting cover letter and resume 
to G. Matthew Pike, MassNAHRO, 990 
Washington Street, Suite 209, Dedham, 
MA 02026, ATTN: Warren E.D. Search. 
For a complete job description go to: 
https://files.constantcontact.com/a08b-
9b0e001/042de6b4-8e7b-4f6b-ad76-
4321183847e9.docx
Managing agent respondents should 
submit a proposal to that same address.
Closing date is close of business on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2023. Late submis-
sions will not be accepted.
The Warren Housing Authority is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. Minori-
ties, women, veterans, and people with 
disabilities are strongly encouraged to 
apply.

WARREN PARKS & RECRE-
ATION DEPT. is accepting applica-
tions for seasonal positions of Summer 
Recreation Supervisor/ Summer Rec-
reation Counselor and Lifeguards.  Job 
description and applications available 
at www.warren-ma.gov or Town Clerk’s 
Office, Charles E. Shepard Bld., 48 
High Street, Warren, MA.  Mail applica-
tions to Warren Parks & Rec., P.O. Box 
609, Warren, MA  01083.  Deadline: 
June 1, 2023.  Town of Warren is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

COMMERCIAL STORAGE UNIT 
FOR RENT.  20’ WIDE BY 30’ 
DEEP. 11’ CEILINGS. Each unit 
has one garage door 10’ wide by 9’ 
high and one man door. Units have 
electricity, but no heat or plumbing.  
Perfect for an electrician, landscaper 
or tradesman. Located in Belchertown, 
MA. Please call or text Tim  (413) 
315-1614

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

Our Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? 
Selling?

$$

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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TOWN OF HARDWICK
HELP WANTED

The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified 
candidates to perform high-level secretarial, 

clerical, and administrative work assisting the 
Town Administrator and Select Board. 

This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. 
For full job description, 

go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants 
should send cover letter and resume to 

admin@townofhardwick.com 
or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

WORCESTER – Worcester State 
University’s Visual and Performing Arts 
Department will feature North Brook-
field native Roan Testa (Class of 2026) 
in “The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee,” a delightfully funny, To-
ny-award winning musical with music 
and lyrics by William Finn and book by 
Rachel Sheinkin. 

According to a press release, the 
show opens at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 27 in Fuller Theater, located on 
the second floor of the Administration 
Building, and continues at 7:30 p.m. on 
Friday, April 28 and Saturday, April 29 
before concluding with a 2 p.m. matinee 
on Sunday, April 30.

Testa, a theatre and English major, 
plays the role of Olive Ostrovsky. The 
charming comedy - complete with audi-
ence participation - tells the story of an 
eclectic crew of Middle School spellers 
searching to find themselves within a 
high school gymnasium.

“It is one of my absolute favorite 
musicals,” said Musical Director and 
Worcester State Visual and Performing 
Arts Professor Steve Gagliastro, a cele-
brated actor and musician who provides 
voice lessons at Worcester State and 
offers students an opportunity to join 
a new a cappella ensemble, The Good 
Time Vocal Band, in Fall 2023. “No 
show has ever made me laugh out loud 
as much as ‘Spelling Bee’ does. William 
Finn’s wonderful score, the scripted/im-
provisational humor, our talented cast, 
designers, crew, and pit musicians create 
a perfect synergy.” 

Tickets are $7 for students, $10 for 
seniors, and $15 for general admission. 

To purchase tickets online for the 
show, visit worcester.edu/VPABoxOf-
fice. To purchase tickets in person, visit 
the Worcester State Student Center In-
formation Desk or contact the VPA Box 
Office by calling 508-929-8843 or email-
ing VPABoxOffice@worcester.edu. 

Tickets will also be available at the 
door.

Worcester State Theatre productions 
feature diverse styles that range from 
comedy to drama to tragedy, providing 
students with a variety of performance 
experiences. The spring show reflects a 
trend that VPA faculty said they have 
been noticing among current students 
as they’ve expressed a growing interest 
in musical theatre. 

“Spelling Bee is in our season because 
of our students,” said Theatre Professor 
Adam Zahler. “Last year I asked our 

first-year theatre students - the very 
first cohort in our new major - if  they 
wanted to be involved in the choice of 
plays for this academic year. They were 
enthusiastic about the opportunity to 
make a recommendation to the faculty 
and staff. I was thrilled at how serious-
ly they took the task: reading the plays, 
discussing, voting, and writing a for-
mal proposal. Even more thrilling was 
how sound their choices were, and the 
department took both their recommen-
dations: Spelling Bee and last semester’s 
Psycho Beach Party. Our second co-
hort has already submitted a proposal 
for next year, and I’m just as excited by 
their involvement.”

Worcester State Theatre faculty are 
pleased to note that Kira Hawkridge, 
Artist Director of an experimental and 
avant-garde collaborative in Providence, 
Rhode Island called OUT LOUD The-
atre, serves as Guest Director of VPA’s 
spring production.

“‘Spelling Bee’ represents a won-
derful opportunity for Worcester State 
Theatre and the Visual and Performing 
Arts Department as we come to the con-
clusion of the second year of our theatre 
major,” said VPA Chair Sam O’Connell, 
Professor of Theatre and Interdisciplin-
ary Arts. “In addition to working with 
our students, faculty, staff, and guest 
artists on the theatre area’s first musical 
in more than a decade, ‘Spelling Bee’ 
has also allowed for the interdisciplin-
ary partnerships between our music and 
theatre programs that continue to guide 
our academic and artistic endeavors 
while also providing useful connections 
to the university’s Major Plus initiative.”

In addition to Testa’s work, “The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” features the following cast mem-
bers and roles: Kaylee Salatino as Rona 
Lisa Perretti, Samson Abdal-Khadir as 
Vice Principal Douglas Panch, Chuk-
wudi Ezeala as Mitch (of Mitch and 
Joanie), Alyssa Peppler as Joanie (of 
Mitch and Joanie), Liam Carmody as 
William Morris Barfee, Aiden Bourdeau 
as Charlito “Chip” Tolentino, Ben Lei-
bowitz as Leaf Coneybear, Delaney 
DeNorscia as Logainne “Schwartzy” 
Schwartzandgrubenierre, Chantel Elek-
tra Gonzalez as Marcy Park, Evelina 
Christensen ensemble and understudy 
for Marcy and Rona, Victoria Torres 
ensemble and understudy for Logainne 
and Ella Kreidler ensemble and under-
study for Leaf and Olive

VPA’s Bachelor of Arts in The-

atre program immerses students in a 
39-credit program of study that includes 
an extensive variety of theatre courses, 
performances, and other hands-on, 
lab-based experiences with productions 

such as “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee.”

“The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee” is presented through spe-
cial arrangement with Music Theatre 
International. All authorized perfor-
mance materials are also supplied by 
MTI. www.mtishows.com

About the Visual and Performing 
Arts Department

The Worcester State Visual and Per-
forming Arts Department offers inter-
disciplinary and        specialized artis-
tic education that prepares students for 
professional lives in the arts. 

Its educational spaces encompass the 
Fuller Theater, practice rooms for mu-
sic, and art studios at the University’s 
Sagamore Studios. VPA students gain 
in-depth knowledge of their preferred 
art form - art, music, or theatre - plus an 
understanding of what the arts have in 
common, and how they are performed 
and exhibited in the real world. 

Learn more at www.worcester.edu/
VPA or connect with VPA on social me-
dia: Facebook/VPAatWorcesterState, 
Twitter and Instagram @WSUVPA. 
Follow the blog, The Artful Lancer, at 
WSUVPA.wordpress.com or subscribe 
to the YouTube channel, search WSU 
VPA.

North Brookfield resident Roan Testa will play Olive 
Ostrovsky in Worcester State University’s Visual and 
Performing Arts Department’s production of “The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”.  (COURTESY 
PHOTO)

Roan Testa performs in Worcester State’s spring musical

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

NEW BRAINTREE – After four 
long years, the New Braintree Congre-
gational Church is pleased to announce 
they will be hosting the strawberry fes-
tival once again on Saturday, June 10.

The New Braintree Congregational 
Church had taken over the strawberry 
festival from the New Braintree Grange. 
The church had hosted for many years 
and always had a great turnout. 

The year 2019 was the last strawber-
ry festival the New Braintree Congre-
gational Church was able to host. Like 
many other events, they too were affect-
ed by the pandemic. 

For their first year back, it was 
agreed that everyone wanted to remain 
safe and satisfied and so it was decided 
for the strawberry festival to be done as 

a drive through this year. 
The drive through pick up will be at 

the New Braintree Town Hall, Memori-
al Drive.  This allows more meals to be 
distributed. 

There will still be tickets to be sold, 
and people can contact any of the com-
mittee members or call 508-867-7424. 
The deadline to purchase tickets is 
Wednesday, May 10. 

Tickets are $15 per person and must 
be paid for in advance. 

The meal includes ham, baked po-
tato, coleslaw, baked beans and home-
made strawberry shortcake. . 

The New Braintree Congregation-
al Church hopes to see old faces along 
with new ones with the restart of the 
strawberry festival. 

Strawberry festival returns June 10

TOWN OF HARDWICK
The Town of Hardwick 

is seeking qualified candidates
 to perform high-level secretarial, 

clerical, and administrative work assisting 
the Town Administrator and Select Board. 

This is a part-time 19 hours per week position 
with a starting rate at $23.32. 
For full job description, go to 

www.hardwick-ma.gov

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and 
resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to 

PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SPRING SALE!
DON'T SHOP TIL YOU SEE US!
3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK
NEXT DAY DELIVERY or PICKUP
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!
A/C SALE!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING
7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Thurs. 11:30am-10pm

Sun. & Mon. 11:30am-7:30pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

JOIN US FOR 
A SPECIAL 

MOTHER’S DAY 
BRUNCH 

ON SUNDAY,
MAY 14TH

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Spring is here and 
now is a great time 
to BUY or SELL! 
I would love to help you.  
Please contact me and 
LET’S GET STARTED!
please contact me!

UNDER 
UNDER 

AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT

Leicester - $574,900

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

What’s Your Home Worth?
Find your home’s worth 
with a FREE Valuation

Contact Cassie Paolucci
Post Road Realty, Corp.

121 West Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585
Cell: 774-200-3523

cassiem77@aol.com • www.postroadrealty.com

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Farmer Matt’s famous burger is back 
starting this Thursday. Don’t miss out on this 
delicious taste from the farm. Hurry in and 
grab your Farmer Matt burger.

COME AND GET IT. 
The mighty burger is back.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 10 ...........U.S.S. Slater plus Lunch ........... $125
June 24 ...........Perkins Cove for a Day .............. $99
July 8 ..............Cape Cod Canal Lunch ............. $125
July 22 ............Escape to Rockport .................... $89
Sept. 9 ............Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ... $99

TREASURES OF EGYPT – 
Including Deluxe 4-Day Nile Cruise
February 29-March 11, 2024

Your Guide to Local

MAY 2023

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

Place your
ad in New England’s
#1 Summer Activity Guide*

Summer Summer 
Activities Activities 
& Vacation & Vacation 
DestinationsDestinations

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

Call Dan at 413-967-3505 
for rates & information

ARMAND A. THIBERT

Wallpapering All Types • Holland Rd., Wales, MA

(413) 245-7181

• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• PAINTING & 
 DECORATING
• RENOVATIONS & 
 REMODELING


