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Chowder crew readies for ‘soup’s on’ time

Asparagus chowder availahle on
Church’s lawn during Festival
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ASPARQGUS CHOWDER
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(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

Shown are some of the crew members responsible for cooking and serving asparagus chowder at the Asparagus and Flower Heritage Festival. From left are Wally Hall, Terry Hall,
Karen Murphy, Mike Murphy, Linda Barron and JoAnn Bakulski. This year the chowder will be served on the lawn of the First Congregational Church of West Brookfield.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD -
For over 20 years, the kitchen
crew at the First Congregation-
al Church of West Brookfield,
36 North Main St., has been

serving up a well-guarded rec-
ipe that’s only available for one
brief day a year.

Crew member Terry Hall
said the Church has been mak-

ing its signature asparagus
chowder, “since the beginning
of time.”

The recipe, which is an orig-

inal created by the late Sandra
Plumb, is written down some-
where, but nobody knows the
whole recipe.

“I have a copy, but it’s se-
cret,” Wally Hall said with a
laugh.

While the kitchen crew
might not know the whole

recipe, they do know that the
chowder is a sell-out hit every
year at the town’s annual As-
paragus and Flower Heritage
Festival.

In fact, the Church’s chow-
der has always been part of
West Brookfield’s event cele-

See FESTIVAL | PAGE 12

Forum
introduces
candidates for
selectmen’s
seat

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
Dgagon@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD -
Two candidates are vying for
a vacancy on the Board of Se-
lectmen at the May 2 annual
town election.

Candidates Stephen Piecho-
ta and Brad Merkel were asked
a series of questions at a forum
last Thursday evening, which
were prepared by townspeople
and local government.

These questions were cho-
sen with the purpose of further
informing residents where each
candidate stands on issues that
directly affect their town.

Candidates were asked how
they would encourage new
businesses while preserving a
small-town atmosphere, ad-
dress the town’s aging infra-
structure and cable TV access,
if elected selectman.

Both candidates provided a
statement about who they are,
why they are running and what
they would do to help improve
town government.

Merkel is a law enforcement
officer with 10 years’ experi-

See SELECTMEN | PAGE 12

C4R Watershed Council
holds kick-off meetlng

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

PALMER - The Chicop-
ee 4Rivers Watershed Council
held its spring kick-off meet-
ing, highlighting the work
that’s been done since it was
formed almost 10 years ago,
and plans going forward.

River enthusiasts from the

See C4R | PAGE 11
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Farmer Matt

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA

®

Quabbin Visitor Center renamlng honors Campbells

Dedication ceremony
will be held June 4

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - At
the close of last year, efforts
to rename the Department of
Conservation and Recreation’s
Quabbin Visitor Center were
successful

Now, the Visitor Center is
named in memory of two peo-

See CENTER | PAGE 1

Shown from left are Paul Godfrey, Anne Ely and Mark Lindhult standing next to a poster
Lindhult made using photos of Les and Terry Campbell, and some of Les’ photos of the
Quabbin Reservoir. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

A memorable Mother’s Day at the Farm

Looking for the perfect Mother's Day gift? Treat mom to a picnic
at Farmer Matt's and gift her our handcrafted gift basket of jam,
cheese, and sausage. Each item is made with the highest-quality
ingredients and crafted with care by Farmer Matt himself. The
best part? You can choose your preferred flavors for each item

to create a customized gift that will truly show your love and
appreciation. From classic flavors to unique combinations, there's
something for everyone in our gift basket.

Pre-order online at FarmerMatt.com
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Quabbin Community Band warms up for 2023 season

BARRE — The Quabbin Community Band will be start-
ing its 2023 season under the direction of Margaret Reidy
with the first rehearsal on Monday, May 1 at the Barre
Town Hall, corner of Exchange and Mechanic streets.

Rehearsals run from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Band musicians

PHONE

from 12 years of age to 90 are welcome to participate.

Rehearsals continue every Monday night through Aug.
7 with the exception of Monday, May 29.

The Quabbin Community Band will perform in the Me-
morial Day Parade on Barre Common on Monday, May 29
at 11 a.m. Please assemble at the corner of Park and Broad
streets.

The first concert of the season will be held on Sunday,
June 18 at 6 p.m. at the South Barre Common.

The program for the first concert is as follows: “The
Star-Spangled Banner”, “Alamo March”, “Great Expec-
tations Overture”, “Irish Tune”, “Amparita Roca”, “Lazy
River”, “Kentucky 18007, “Comedian’s Gallop”, “Blue
Goose Rag”, “House of the Rising Sun”, “Jazz Pizzicato”,
“Salute to the University of MA”, “Phantom of the Op-
era”, and “Instant Concert”.

Concerts will be held every Sunday through Aug. 13.
The first four concerts will take place at the South Barre
Common and the last five at the Barre Common

An additional concert will be held in Oakham on Thurs-
day, July 13.

This is a summer band, so although it is fantastic if peo-
ple can make every rehearsal and every concert, vacations
and other responsibilities intervene and musicians should
come when they can.

Always bring a music stand to rehearsals and concerts.

This year the Quabbin Community Band will be oper-
ating under its present name for 50 years. Come and cele-
brate with the band on Sunday, Aug. 6 for a special reunion
concert.

For more information, people may contact band Presi-
dent, Julie Rawson by emailing juliec@mbhof.net; or calling
978-257-1192.

413.967.3505
Fax: 413.967.6009
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393
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Musicians of all levels are encouraged to attend. Some-
one next to you will provide a helping hand when needed.

Quabbin Community starts rehearsals for 2023 season on Monday, May 1. Musicians of all levels are
welcome. (COURTESY PHOTO)

Current

Parents,

Grandparents
& Friends
SPECIAL

Honor Your Graduate

We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your
graduate in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
RegularPrice-$76-00
SPECGIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 17th

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name,
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS e 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 < 413.283.8393

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

2 X 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We age s
ver%o%
you arid your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College.

Love Dad. Mom ¢ John
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Evan Couture performs in orchestra pit at WSU

WORCESTER - Worcester State University’s Vi-
sual and Performing Arts Department featured guitar
solos and improvisations by Brookfield native Evan
Couture (Class of 2023) at Worcester State Jazz’s con-
cert on April 27 in the Blue Lounge of the WSU Stu-
dent Center.

The first three works in the jazz program, “Sum-
mertime” by George Gershwin, “Riviera Paradise” by
Steve Ray Vaughan, and “Stormy Monday” by T-Bone
Walker, showcased Couture’s guitar performances as
part of his “senior capstone” project.

Couture’s presentation of “Stormy Monday” also
featured performances by VPA major Simon Ab-
dal-Khabir (Class of 2024) on drums, Barry O’Toole
on piano, and 2022 VPA major and alum Julian Wag-
ner on bass.

Following the three works, Worcester State Jazz’s
ensemble of 21 musicians under the direction of VPA
Music Professor Jeremy Cohen performed five addi-
tional pieces that showcased the wonderful versatility
of jazz.

In addition to Couture’s jazz concert performance,
the VPA major with a minor in music is performing
on guitar in the orchestra pit for Worcester State The-
atre’s upcoming presentation of “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee”, a delightfully funny,
Tony-award winning musical with music and lyrics by
William Finn and book by Rachel Sheinkin.

The show opens on April 27 in Fuller Theater, lo-
cated on the second floor of the Administration Build-
ing, and continues on Friday, April 28 and Saturday,
April 29 at 7:30 p.m. before concluding on Sunday,

SOMAT

STIHL ®Husqvarna @
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY
1292 PARK ST. 1-800-232-6132
PALMER, MA 01069 (413) 544-9027
Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged

RENTALS AVAILABLE e
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GCOMPLETE
PEST SOLUTIONS

Protecting you and your home from all of those
pesky insects, rodents, and wildlife.

raccoons, squirrels,
©
a FREE inspection! = =

Services for mosquitoes, ticks, wasps, ants,
bedbugs, mice/rats,
and many more! COMPLETE
Call me today to schedule Q@
Bryan Boucher (‘D Nt @
(978) 660-3345 PEST SOLUTION

email: bryanb@completepestsolution.com

April 30 with a 2 p.m. matinee.

Tickets for the musical are $7 for students, $10 for
seniors, and $15 for general admission.

To purchase tickets online for the show, visit worces-
ter.edu/VPABoxOffice. To purchase tickets in person,
visit the Worcester State Student Center Information
Desk or contact the VPA Box Office at 508-929-8843
or VPABoxOffice@worcester.edu.

Tickets will also be available at the door.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”
is presented through special arrangement with Music
Theatre International. All authorized performance
materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.
com

About the Visual and Performing Arts Department

The Worcester State Visual and Performing Arts
Department offers interdisciplinary and special-
ized artistic education that prepares students for pro-
fessional lives in the arts. Its educational spaces en-
compass the Fuller Theater, practice rooms for music,
and art studios at the University’s Sagamore Studios.

VPA students gain in-depth knowledge of their pre-
ferred art form - art, music, or theatre - plus an under-
standing of what the arts have in common, and how
they are performed and exhibited in the real world.

Learn more at www.worcester.edu/VPA or connect
with VPA on social media: Facebook/VPAatWorces-
terState, Twitter and Instagram @WSUVPA. Follow
our blog, The Artful Lancer, at WSUVPA.wordpress.
com or subscribe to our YouTube channel, search
WSU VPA.
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Brookfield’s Evan Couture will perform guitar improvisations at
Worcester State Jazz concert as part of his “senior capstone” work.
In addition, Couture serves as the guitarist in the Orchestra Pit for
Worcester State Theatre’s presentation of “The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee” on April 27-30. (COURTESY PHOTO)

Bluegrass gospel
service is April 30

WEST BROOKFIELD - The George
Whitefield United Methodist Church, 33 West
Main St., will have a bluegrass gospel service on
Sunday, April 30 at 10 a.m.

All are welcome to attend.
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WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ZA=435) SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

School Choice openings for the
2023-2024 school year:
Grade 1....cccceueeencenncannnns 2
Grade 2 ......cceevuncnnninnnnns 2
Grade 3 ...ccoceueeencenncnnnnns 2
Grade 6 ....cccceeueencencencens 4
Grade 7 ..ccoeeeneeencinncnnnne 10
Grade 9 .....cceeeeeeeenncnnenns 5
Grade 10....cccceeeenceeceeens 15
Grade 11 ..covvcecoreescsroes 12
Grade 12....cccceeeeecencences 15

The School Choice application can be downloaded at
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office

The selection of non-resident students for admission will
be in the form of a random drawing, when the number of
requests exceed the number of available spaces.

The drawing, if needed, will take place on May 12, 2023.

239 West Street, Ware, MA 01082

Deadline to submit applications is
May 11, 2023

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement, instills respect and
fosters civic responsibility. We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as
successful lifelong learners.

Join us WARE you can prepare for your future career!
Programs at Ware Junior Senior High School

MAKERSPACE

Our Makerspace features innovative rooms that
provide students with a hands-on experience.
Whether working on our Milling Machine or working
with a variety of hand equipment/technology, each
student will have the opportunity to put together a
number of finished products in one of our seven
innovative workstations. Through teamwork,
research and development, students will develop
problem solving and critical thinking skills, which
will help prepare them for the real world.

CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT

This advanced course for direct healthcare workers
consists of academic and interactive, hands-on
coursework. Foundational competency skills will be
taught along with Healthcare Professionalism,
Common Chronic Diseases, Patient-Caretaker Skills
in a simulated home-care setting, Emergency
Communication Procedures and two courses that
lead to national certification: CPR/AED and
Supportive Aide for Alzheimer’s and Dementia. After
taking this course, students can apply for their license
to be eligible to work as a CNA.

To learn more about the programs offered at WJSHS, visit:
https://whs.wareps.org/for_parents/guidance/course_catalog

‘WORK-BASED LEARNING

This opportunity allows juniors and seniors to enter
an unpaid, educational work experience with an
individual, company, or community organization.
The purpose of the Work Based Learning Experience
is to gain meaningful work skills and practices as
related to the student’s future career interests.

DUAL ENROLLMENT

The Dual Enrollment Program allows juniors and
seniors the opportunity to earn academic credit at
both the college and high school level simultaneously.
Dual Enrollment students enjoy the connection to
their high school as well as the challenging and
independent setting of the college.

VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL

Virtual High School offers a catalog of full semester
courses in the Arts, Foreign Language, Language
Arts, Life Skills, Math, Science, Social Studies,
Technology and AP1 Study to students in VHS
member schools.

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis ofage, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation,
gendcr identity, homelessness, military service, union activiry or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policics as required by Title IX of the
1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of

1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 7IA and c. 76, s. S.
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Garden Lady questions

for a rainy Sunday

received a pruning question from a reader
Ias a follow-up to my recent article on the

subject of what to prune when in terms of
spring flowering bushes.

The question was directly related to prun-
ing a white magnolia bush. Without knowing
the species exactly, I would venture to guess
that because it is white the question relates to
Magnolia stellata, or the Star Magnolia and
not it’s cousin, the large pinkish-purple flow-
ered Saucer Magnolia.

The Star Magnolia is a shrub or small tree
that is highly adaptable to various soils and
heat/cold conditions spanning from Maine
to Georgia, to Minnesota and even the West
Coast.

Fragrant flowers are 3-5-inches wide and
typically made up of 12-18 tepals (a term for
petals and sepals together) but depending on
which cultivar or variety chosen, there may
be upwards of 30-50 of these per flower.

What makes this bush extra showy (if dou-
ble flowers weren’t enough!) is that it blooms
prior to leaf break, and the flowers show up
beautifully against smooth gray bark.

Because it can stay in bloom long - if con-
ditions are right, almost three weeks, some-
times there is an overlap of unfurling leaves
alongside flowers.

It’s a beauty alright.

Sometimes a heat wave, then a cold wave
can turn the flowers to mush overnight, but it
is a chance we gardeners take. This year the
show is a glorious one, indeed.

Our reader wrote in that his Magnolia has
suffered some damage in the late snowstorm
we had. Branches were bent and broken and
some corrective pruning needed to happen,
but when? Typically, regular pruning would
take place after flowering so as not to com-
promise upcoming blooms, but this type of
pruning can be accomplished as needed to
prevent further injury.

Prune back to limbs that show no sign of
injury.

Regular training of the tree should be
done within the first five years - magnolias
are notoriously slow healers; so bigger cuts
could take a long time to heal.

Thank you for your question. I hope this
helps.

The following question came from Mar-
vin, who is wondering how to acclimatize
overwintered geraniums back into the gar-
den.

“I potted some geraniums from the garden
last fall and took them into the house. They
have been blooming since late February and
bring sunshine and joy to the room!!! I would
like to put them back into the garden this
spring. What steps do I need to take to make
this transition successful? Cut them back?
etc.”

Yay! I am so happy that you had success
with your geraniums.

Like you, I have been doing this same pro-
cess for a few years now and agree with you
that they do indeed add “sunshine and joy”
to our indoor spaces at a time when we need
1t.

You are smart to think about the tran-
sition back into the garden. If you were to
simply move them outside on the first nice
day, no doubt you’d be met with disappoint-
ment.

First off, I would gradually start reducing
the amount of fertilizer you are giving them,

See GARDEN | PAGE 5
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Resident stands behind Board’s
decision on drag show

On Friday April 21, media outlets report-
ed on the Board of Selectmen reversing their
decision to allow drag performances at the
upcoming Pride event.

In one such report, the opening story sen-
tence was from the American Civil Liberties
Union of Massachusetts in essence saying
the North Brookfield Board of Selectmen
made a wrong decision. Comments like this
create a negative tone for the reader before
they even get to the reported story.

As a former member of the Board, I
strongly concur with their decision not to
have a drag presentation as part of the pride
day activities.

While the ACLU says that “drag is a cre-
ative celebration of LGBTQ+ culture” for

many it is considered “adult” entertainment
and not family oriented as the Selectmen
rightly believe. The ACLU continues to state
that “the government has no right to censor
LGBTQ+ people and expression.”

In this they are correct, and its applica-
tion would be to any organization. However,
the government does have the responsibility
to consider the well-being of its entire pop-
ulation when making community-relevant
decisions and not solely the minority.

Based on this, the Selectmen exercised
prudent judgment in its decision-making
process.

James J. Foyle
North Brookfield

Pride festival supporter defends

drag shows

When my son was a child, I frequently
took him to the local spring pride celebra-
tion, in part to show support for our lesbi-
an family members, and in part to simply
broaden his outlook.

Drag performances have been part of the
event for decades. Unlike at the strip club
up the highway, everyone kept their clothes
on, and most would be hard put to find any-
thing either “vulgar” or “rude” about the
performances.

I can now definitively report that, due to
his early exposure, my now-adult son did
not grow up to be either gay, or a drag queen

- not that either identity would be prob-
lematic - but he did grow up to be a kind,
thoughtful man with an understanding of
the challenges faced by marginalized groups
such as the LBGTQ+ community.

I urge the town officials of North Brook-
field to reconsider their recent ban on drag
shows at the upcoming pride celebration.
Although a drag performance is clearly not
everyone’s cup of tea, it is hard to see how
they pose any danger to our youth.

Nancy Grossman
Leverett

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS

POLICY

etters to the ed-
itor should be
250 words or

less in length, and guest
columns between 500
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that
the person submitting
the opinion also include
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate  authorship
prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal
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Letters to the Editor,
80 Main Street, Ware,
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to pouimette@turley.
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week’s edition.
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Town clerk lists election information

NEW BRAINTREE - The Annual
Town Election will take place on Monday,
May 1 from noon-8 p.m. in the New Brain-
tree Town Hall, 20 Memorial Drive.

Offices up for election, and the candi-
dates who have taken out papers are as fol-
lows: Select Board for three years: Dennis
Letendre, Jr. and Randall Walker; Treasurer
for three years Janet Pierce, incumbent;

Town Clerk for three years Jessica Ben-
nett, incumbent; Assessor for three years
Claire Reavey, incumbent and Assessor for
one year to fill a vacancy, Shelby Pollard.

Other offices include: Auditor for three
years Renee Gregoire; Finance Commit-
tee for three years, Amie Lefevre; Board of
Health for three years Paul Thompson, in-

cumbent; Moderator for three years Jeffrey
Howland, incumbent; Constable for three
years Susie Mulliken, incumbent; Quabbin
Regional School District Committee for
three years Peggy Thompson, incumbent;
Constable for one year Rory Fitzgerald and
two seats for Library Trustee for three years;
Marjorie Wissiup, incumbent and Theresa
Langelier.

Cemetery Commissioner for three years
and Planning Board for five years are vacant
on the ballot.

People may call Jessica Bennett Town
Clerk at 508-867-2071, extension 102 or
email townclerk@newbraintree.org with
any questions or concerns.

Publlcatlons Inc
www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot
assume liability for the loss of
photographs or other materials
submitted for publication.
Materials will not be returned
except upon specific request
when submitted.

Connect with
us online

:

Quaboag Current
Newspaper
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Quabbin Middle School lists
grades 7 and 8 honor roll

BARRE - Quabbin Regional Mid-
dle School announces the third quarter
honor roll for grades seven and eight.

Grade Seven, High Honors

Brent Benoit, Abraham Brown, Vivi-
en Burch, Alianna Casey, Kaylee Cor-
reia, Samuel Feldman, Alison LaRoche,
John Orsini, Stella Pears, Ellie Poulin,
Kristen Schur, Ava Sobol, Benjamin
Thompson and Erin Trottier.

Grade Seven, Honors

Haleigh Agurkis, Josephine Buck, El-
eanor Carroll, Wyatt Clark, Brian Col-
leton, Aiden Crane, Adrien Cyr, Jake
Doty, Olivia Drake, Aliyah Edouard,
Andrew Erickson, Audrey Faucher,
Sydney Freeman, Larrah Gagne, Dan-
iella Gaudreault, Callahan Hardy, Sam-
uel Jamieson, Ava Kinney, Matthew
Labrousse, Emma Lindsey, Marcus
McDonald, Kingston McKenzie, Lil-
lian McKinstry, Max Melad, Audrey
Niles, Anthony Noborini, Angelina Orr,
Zion Parks, Aubrie Phelps, Moira Pow-
ers, Juliet Priestley, Veanna Salvadore,
Carter Stevenson, Leah Thomasian,
Noah Toupense, Akhai Tran, Catherine
Tucker, Matthew VanScoy, Charlotte
Wilder and Shane Woodruff.

Grade Eight, High Honors

Jacob Bassett, Madeleine Boisselle,
Makenzie Casey, Kylie Cerezo, Sarah
Churchill, Cameron Delamere, Kher-

ington Deschenes, Christopher Diaz,
Lens Dorsainvil, Isabel Doty, Tess
Dunphy, Alijah Flint, Steven Gagnon,
Morgan George, Anna Hautala, Emma
Hill, Jillan LaMontagne, Audrey
Laursen, Nathan Marchand, Hannah
Mellor, Anna Metalf, Autumn Nagle,
Breann Parker, Ella Reeves, Andrew Ri-
gney, Madeleine Scheeler, Lukas Tobin,
Grace Vanoudenhove, Brendan Welch,
Ellary White, Carlo Zolla and Leanna
Zou.
Grade Eight, Honors

Alexa Araujo, Skyler Bard, Auguste
Bellerose, Halo Bissonnette, Makala
Boucher, Logan Bruley, Jayanna Cher-
ry, Jacob Cogoli, James Cook, Melissa
Cornelius, Benjamin Darcey, Oliver
Doane, Owen Doolittle, Harry Egan,
Quinlan Fauteux, Grace Flamand,
Bryce Fleming, Jordan Greene, Jacoby
Hartshorn, Ailey Majoy, Noah Miett,
Mia Miville, Jesse Newton, Kevin Njen-
ga, Samantha O’Connor, Owen O’Don-
nell, Charlotte Oliver, Robyn Orne,
Jaiden Ortiz, Madison Pedersen, Maya
Putnam, Julia Quintal, Aubrey Reyn-
olds, Arianna Riendeau, Emma Ryan,
Kailynn Schuster, Sienna Shaw, Silver
Spring, Emma Thompson, Gabriella
Totas, Owen Twarog and Andrew Yea-
man-Small.

YOGA

THE CENTERED PLACE

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Now offering both online classes and
studio classes. We will keep you safe.

Voted Best Yoga in the region by _
Town & Country Living Magazine S8

SINCE 1988

FOR

Have compassion. Be considerate of others.

Take care.

EVERY
BoDy

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM
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Town-wide yard sale benefits

rescue squad

WEST BROOKFIELD — The sec-
ond annual spring town-wide yard sale
will be held on Saturday, May 6 with a
rain date of Sunday, May 7.

Maps will be available from May 1-6
for $3.

This year, all proceeds go to the West
Brookfield Rescue Squad, a nonprof-

it emergency service center that offers
medical services to West Brookfield and
surrounding towns. WBRS relies solely
on donations to operate.

For more information, people may
contact Jennifa by emailing w.brook-
fieldTWYS@gmail.com or calling 781-
835-9785.
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if any. We don’t want a lot of tender
new growth that could be susceptible to
damage from the elements. Next, give
the plants a good grooming. Lift up fo-
liage to reveal any brown leaves or spent
flowers and pinch these away.

Now comes shaping.

If the plants have grown lopsid-
ed prune them back to a good overall
shape by cutting stems to right above a
node (the place where the stems of the
leaves attach). If you are happy, stop
here and begin to harden them off.

I would try this beginning around
Mother’s Day Weekend barring there is
no frost in the forecast. Find a sheltered
spot (from wind and sun) and set them

outside for a few hours then bring them
in for the night.

Gradually expose the plants to more
and more sun until they are outside all
day and night. The process should take
a week to 10 days.

By following these steps, you will
hopefully avoid sun scald and other is-
sues. Best of luck to you!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Massachusetts. For
31 years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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LAKESIDE

Friday
Acoustics
Are Back!

¢y

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

Check out our new

Check Out
Our New Specials!

Open 7 days a week Mon,
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8;
Fri & Sat11-9
Please visit our website
or Facebook page for our
full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308 LAKESIDE.COM E?

Facebook

SPECIAL
MEMORIAL DAY
EDITION
May 26, 2023

' Honor those who served
our country

All businesses,

civic groups and individuals
all welcome to place
an remembrance ad today!
Special ad rates for this edition.

Ad deadline is
May 18, 2023

Contact Dan Flynn at:
dflynn@turley.com

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

[=Yuabbi

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Quabbin Regional School District

Should be YOUR CHO'CE for School Choice.

Quabbin Regional Middle-High School is hosting a
Prospective Middle and High School

School Choice Open House Grades 6-12
THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2023 6:30-8:00 PM

> Athletics, Clubs and Activities

978-355-4668 / www.

rsd.or;

The night will feature information on:

> Special programs—IB (International Baccalaureate), AP Courses, Dual

Enrollment, NJROTC (Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps), Internships, Innova-
tion Pathways Program including Engineering & Manufacturing, IT, & Business, STEM
offerings including robotics, biotechnology, cybersecurity, horticulture and Project
Lead the Way, Comprehensive World Languages including American Sign Language,
Award winning performing & visual arts programs

Quabbin Regional Middle/High School
800 South Street, Barre, MA 01005

Families new to Quabbin please

R.S.V.P. to Jessica Bennett,
Executive Assistant to the Superintendent

jbennett@qrsd.org
(978) 355-4668 ext. 8500

EOE: Quabbin Regional School District’s Policy of nondiscrimination will extend to students, staff, the general public and individuals
with whom it does business; and will apply to race, color, national background, religion, sex, disability, economic status, political
party, age, handicap, sexual orientation, gender identity, homelessness and other human differences.
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QRSD Committee ratifies teacher contract

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

BARRE - The Quabbin Regional
School District Committee, following
an executive session to discuss collective
bargaining at the beginning of the April
6 meeting, returned to open session to
ratify the summary for the Quabbin Re-
gional Teachers Association contract.

The new contract will run from July
1, 2023, through June 30, 2026.

Student Advisory

Ella Reeves and Troy Budreau, both
students at the Quabbin Regional Mid-
dle School, gave a report to the school
committee.

Reeves said she was a school choice
student at Quabbin, and her favorite
subject was math.

She ran track and field and was on
the swim team at the local YMCA. She
said she was recently inducted into the
National Junior Honor Society and was
looking forward to the upcoming eighth
grade trip to Washington, D.C.

Budreau, an honor student, said he
played three sports: track, indoor track
and golf. He also played baseball last
year.

He said math was his favorite sub-
ject and he said the math department at
Quabbin was one of the best.

Following their reports, School Com-
mittee members asked them questions.

In response to why she selected
Quabbin, Reeves said it was academ-
ics and sports. When asked what need-
ed improvement, Reeves said the high

school should offer more honors classes.

Budreau said it was an important
need to be comfortable while learning
and liked to listen to music with ear
buds.

Superintendent’s report

Superintendent Sheila Muir said the
new strategic plan would be ready for
the May School Committee meeting.

She said the district received a
$60,000 school violence safety grant
from the Department of Justice for the
middle/high school only. It was one of
14 school districts in the state to receive
funds, which will be used to hire a con-
sultant to conduct a comprehensive
review of the district’s safety plan and
procedures.

Bids were due April 11 for the con-
sultant.

Muir said the district would use rural
school money to include all the district
elementary schools and the Educational
Support Center, which houses the dis-
trict’s Central Office.

The Superintendent said she attend-
ed several meeting recently with various
legislators.

She attended a Massachusetts Mu-
nicipal Association meeting in west-
ern Massachusetts. Lt. Governor Kim
Driscoll and State Auditor Diana DiZo-
glio spoke at the meeting along with
state Sen. Joe Comford and state Rep
Natalie Blais.

Muir said Lt. Governor Driscoll was
“very aware” of the problems facing ru-
ral schools.

Topics of discussion included the

school funding formula; the Payment
In Lieu of Taxes formula, which valued
state land higher in urban areas such as
Plymouth compared to state land in ru-
ral areas funds to both the schools and
town government.

Muir said the meeting “sent the mes-
sage the community was not alone.”

She also attended the Massachusetts
Association of Regional Schools with
many of the districts with declining en-
rollment in attendance.

Director’s reports

Colleen Mucha said there were a lot
of field trips happening at the elemen-
tary level including a trip to Nature’s
Classroom at the end of May.

She said the district received a grant
for $300,000 over three years to focus on
inclusion and co-teaching.

Once again, the Science Technology
Engineering and Math Camp will be
offered free again this summer at Rug-
gles Lane Elementary School and at the
Quabbin Middle School. So far, over
100 students have shown interest in at-
tending.

Joe Wyman said three students would
be going to the Distributive Education
Clubs of America from the district to
a competition in Orlando, Florida for
three days beginning April 22.

The school committee gave pre-ap-
proval for the trip and voted full approv-
al at this meeting. They said they would
like a report on the DECA Competition.

Kristin Campione said the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Ed-
ucation found no areas of non-compli-

ance in special education. She also said
she attended two unified track meets.

Andrew Walsh said new web page
access would be done by the end of the
month.

Cheryl Duval, Director of Admin-
istrative Services, said she applied for
a Congressional District Grant for the
chiller project replacement.

Greg Devine, Director of Guidance
for External Partnerships said Worces-
ter State University has a dual enroll-
ment program with central Massachu-
setts high school students.

He said the Quabbin Post Grad stu-
dents planned a town wide yard sale in
New Braintree. They modeled it after
similar town wide yard sales in neigh-
boring towns.

Devine said the Credit for Life pro-
gram sponsored by Country Bank was
held and students from Leicester High
School and Eagle Hill School also at-
tended.

He said Roots at Gamma offered a
non-traditional therapy program, which
involved an hour per week at Roots
farm animal rescue located in Gard-
ner. Clients observe and interact with
farm animals that included goats, pigs,
ponies, donkeys, horses, geese, etc. and
then to reflect on the animals’ behavior.
The program provided transportation,
but Muir said she hoped to possibly of-
fer this program to students in need of
this service and to find additional trans-
portation funds for it.

Do you like to write ...

position.

NEWS,

—_—

Are you able to tell a story . ..
Are you interested in local news ...
Do you like being part of a community. . .

WE WANT YOU!!

We are looking for talented writers to join our team,
and contribute to our weekly community newspapers.

Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking
a storyteller who is curious about everything, and who understands how town
government works to join our team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge plus, and any experience in
community journalism is as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and fires. Successful candidates
must have people skills, plenty of curiosity and are able to tell a story.

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community journalism and who can envision
themselves connecting with our communities, we encourage you to apply for this

Qualifications should include:
® Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience

¢ A determination to get the story, whatever it might be
e Equally comfortable writing hard news, features and event

coverage

e Ability to write clean copy in a fast-
paced, deadline-driven environment

e Proficiency in Associated Press style _

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good fit for our writer position

TurIey%

Publications, Inc.

and send it along with a resume and three writing samples to:

Eileen Kennedy, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to ekennedy@turley.com

Do you enjoy writing . . .
Are you good at multitasking . ..
Are you a strong leader. ..

WE WANT YOU!!

Turley Publications is seeking an energetic candidate who loves telling stories to

be the editor for a weekly publication. This full-time position is based in our Palmer
office at 24 Water St.

The successful candidate will have strong community journalism skills. They must
also be able to manage a staff writer, copy edit submitted items and staff stories,
and guide coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news and write stories
for the two papers as well as for other occasional companywide publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision for growing and connecting with our
valued readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community journalism.

Qualifications should include:
 Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
« Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents
« Editing experience and ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-
driven environment
* Proficiency in Associated Press style
Management experience and/or experience managing content for a print
publication.

Turley%

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to

ekennedy@turley.com

Publications, Inc,

www.turley.com
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Sponsor a balloon and support Clowning For Kidz

WARREN - The Clowning For Kidz Foundation is
an all-volunteer, interactive clown unit, established in
2008 in West Warren, for the sole purpose of providing
aid to children-in-need under the age of 16 years.

The Clowning For Kidz Foundation raises its fund-
ing through the art of clowning.

Your dedication, name or business can be placed in
a vinyl balloon on the Clowning For Kidz vehicle for
a sponsorship of $50 for a small balloon or a $250 do-
nation for a large balloon. The balloons are viewed by

spectators around New England.

If you are interested in sponsoring a balloon, please
send your check to The Clowning For Kidz Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 286, West Warren MA, 01092 and indi-
cate in the memo how many balloons, the size and the
text for each balloon.

The balloon donations are used to support the
foundation’s vehicle.

The Clowning For Kidz Foundation is anticipat-
ing a very active year as communities rally from the

pandemic. Local appearances for Clowning For Kidz
are the Asparagus & Flower Heritage Festival on the
West Brookfield Common on Saturday, May 3, and
the foundation’s Annual Car Show at the Ware High
School on Saturday, Sept. 23.

If you would like to get involved or join The Clown-
ing for Kidz Foundation, please email clowningfork-
idzfoundation@comcast.net for information about
clown classes.
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ple who dedicated much of their lives to the Quabbin
Reservoir, and were key in the creation of the Visitor
Center.

The Visitor Center will now be called the Les and
Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center, and it will be
dedicated in their memory at a ceremony on Sunday,
June 4 at 1 p.m.

This honor comes two years after Les’ death in 2020
at the age of 95. His wife Terry, died in 2007 at the age
of 66.

“We’ve been working on this for two years,” said
Paul Godfrey, board member of the Friends of Quab-
bin, Inc., a nonprofit organization with over 300 mem-
bers across the country.

Godfrey said the Friends, along with Pioneer Valley
Photographic Artists and Quabbin Photo Group (pho-
tography clubs started by Les), contacted state repre-
sentatives and senators to help them create a bill to
rename the Visitor Center. Both state Sen. Anne Gobi
and state Rep. Susannah Whipps were instrumental in
bringing this to reality.

“They both pushed to get this through,” Godfrey
said.

As the end of the session neared, the groups were
uncertain if their bill would become a law in time, es-
pecially as the world was dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic.

On Dec. 28, 2022, the bill became law when Gover-
nor Charlie Baker put his signature on it.

It seems only natural to name the Visitor Center af-
ter the Campbells, as they both had a prominent role
in making it what it is today.

Les was born in Ware and spent most of his life in
Belchertown.

His involvement with the Quabbin Reservoir began
when he was still in high school, and started working
for the Metropolitan District Water Supply Commis-
sion in 1944 as a laborer.

After he graduated from Ware High School, Les be-
came a Junior Civil Engineer.

He later went on to work in the Water Quality Lab-
oratory upstairs in the Quabbin Administration Build-
ing where he stayed for 44 years, retiring in 1988.

Les was also an award-winning photographer, be-
coming nationally and internationally known for his
wildlife photography.

“His photography came from his love of birds,” said
Anne Ely, board member of the Friends and member
of both the PVPA and Quabbin Photo Group.

Ely spoke about how Les would welcome photogra-
phers to his home and taught classes on how to matte
and frame their photographs.

“There’s a number of photographers in the Valley
that now frame their work because Les taught that
class,” she said.

“He’d help any photographer,” Godfrey added.

Les was also a pioneer in photography techniques
including the innovative use of flash. He also devel-
oped lap dissolve multiprojector slide presentations.

“He had an international road show set to music,”
said Mark Lindhult. This show included the use of 12
projectors.

Lindhult is also a board member of the Friends
group and a member of the photography clubs, and
he remembered how warm and welcoming Les was to
club members.

“The notion of a ‘friendly critique’...it’s really per-
vaded both photography groups,” he said.

Ely and Lindhult said that while Les was responsi-
ble for many slide and photographic advancements, he
never patented his work.

Ely said Les brought photography groups to the
Quabbin Reservoir from all over the country, and he
was instrumental in bringing the New England Cam-
era Club Council to the University of Massachusetts
in Ambherst.

“He was very giving, his house was always open,”
she said.

Godfrey said Les was involved with the master plan
committee at MDC in 1975 and he proposed the cre-
ation of the Visitor Center, which didn’t immediately
come to fruition.

By the 1980s, his proposal had piqued the interest

of MDC Commissioner William Geary and state Sen.
Robert Wetmore.

“They liked the idea and between the two of them,
they made it real,” Godfrey said.

Les and Terry then formed the Friends group, com-
prised of a diverse group of people from around the
region.

Terry quickly moved into the volunteer position
of keeping the Visitor Center manned by a staff of
Friends group volunteers for several years until she
was hired as a Program Coordinator in 1988.

Terry started holding Tuesday Teas, a gathering for
those displaced by the reservoir to talk about their feel-
ings and get to know each other as they would have if
they still lived in their original towns.

Tuesday Teas continue to be held the first Tuesday
of each month at the Visitor Center.

Les amassed a large collection of photos taken of
the towns lost to the Quabbin Reservoir, and he made
stunning triptychs which are displayed in the Visitor
Center.

These triptychs show views of the same place over
time in a three-photo series, starting with photos taken
by engineers before and during the construction of the
reservoir, followed by a recent photo taken by Les.

“Everywhere you look, there’s a Les or Terry touch,”
Godfrey said, gesturing around the Visitor Center.

Both Les and Terry were passionate about educat-
ing people about the Quabbin Reservoir, Godfrey said.

“There’s so much more here than just water,” he
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The dedication ceremony will be held at the Visitor
Center, 485 Ware Road, on Sunday, June 4 at 1 p.m.
There will be guest speakers and refreshments.

A former student of Les’ will be videotaping the
ceremony.

Those wishing to attend need to register by May 12.

People can register by visiting https://app.
smartsheet.com/b/form/8813b059a7d6416dad1c-
f461453a55¢cl, calling the Visitor Center at 413-323-
7221, emailing godfrey@umass.edu or mailing Paul
Godfrey, 47 Harkness Road, Pelham, MA 01002.

When calling, emailing or mailing, please include
your name, address, phone number, email, number of
guests joining you, as well as any special needs you or
your guests may have.

About Friends of Quabbin, Inc.

The Friends of Quabbin, Inc. is a nonprofit volun-
teer organization dedicated to protecting and enhanc-
ing public enjoyment and appreciation of the unique
natural and historical resources of the Quabbin Res-
ervation.

Through annual membership dues and donations,
the Friends are able to continue this work, as well as
preserve key pieces of the landscape, including the
Keystone Bridge in New Salem. The stone bridge has
suffered damage and needs extensive repairs in order
to be enjoyed for generations to come.

Donation forms are available on foquabbin.org
and can be mailed along with checks made payable
to “Friends of Quabbin, Inc” to Friends of Quabbin,
Inc., 485 Ware Road, Belchertown, MA 01007.
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‘Trees are Treasures’ celebrates the forest on Earth Day

STURBRIDGE - On Earth Day, Grassroots Cen-
tral Mass and Brookfields Fight Fear held their annu-
al Trees are Treasures event at Wells State Park.

They brought 175 trees to give away, including sas-
safras albidum, serviceberry, swamp white oak and
American hazelnut, and only had 13 left by the end of
the day. They were all native trees and shrubs that were
particularly helpful to pollinators, bees, butterflies and
songbirds.

As many know, the songbird population in New
England has gone down by one third and the bee and
butterfly populations are struggling due to all the ex-
otic plantings that are actually “junk food” for them
and do not provide the nutrients of native plantings.

A walk along the Mill Pond Trail gave participants
the opportunity to learn about healthy wetlands and
the roles of beavers and muskrats. A presentation
about stone walls explained how the popularity of
wool correlated with the mysterious appearance of
one of New England’s most recognizable features.

Trees are Treasures provided down-to-earth fun
for the whole family, with many enthusiastic children
doing nature-based crafts and games, including plant-
ing a pea seed to bring home, making butterflies and
pretend binoculars, matching animals to their tracks
and singing nature songs and listening to books about

grassroots

"N CENTRAL MASS

GrasstootsCentralVass.ofg

255 ::
All ages enjoye g
around us. (COURTESY PHOTOS BY JACKIE MUSHINSKY, SPENCER CABLE ACCESS)

® -

ecology.

Their parents and other adults learned about how to
reduce their household’s carbon footprint and about a
climate education bill for grades kindergarten-12 that
is now in the Joint Committee on Education and needs
more Sponsors.

People also had the chance to learn about the spon-
sors of the event, Grassroots Central Mass., Brook-
fields Fight Fear and its umbrella organization, Indi-

visible MA Coalition.

Children enjoyed listening to books about ecology.

Trees are Treasures

All trees ame FREE

Trees are
provided FREL

Participants at “Trees are Treasures” were able to take home free native trees.

Second Chance asks for help
with injured puppy

NORTH BROOKFIELD - Second
Chance Animal Services is caring for a
sweet 8-month-old shelter pup who suf-
fered serious trauma to his leg.

Natty came to Second Chance in
great pain, enduring one of the most
serious injuries a dog can face - a de-
gloving injury to his leg. Skin and tissue
were torn from the bone and muscle,
leaving his limb exposed and vulnerable.

Second Chance veterinarians at-
tempted to save Natty’s leg, but unfortu-
nately, the injury was too severe. Despite
pain meds and monitoring, he was in so
much distress and pain that he was try-
ing to chew his leg off.

Doctors had no choice but to ampu-
tate his leg to provide him with comfort.

“Natty was rushed into surgery this
morning. We couldn’t let him wait an-
other moment in pain, but now we’re
asking for help. The costs for Natty’s
care and surgery are great due to the se-
verity of his injury,” said Second Chance
Chief Development Officer Lindsay
Doray in a press release. “We estimate
his care may be close to $2,500 and we’re
grateful for any help for this sweet pup.

. A e
Natty is an 8-month-old puppy suffering from seri-
ous leg trauma. (COURTESY PHOTO)

Donations will help give Natty and pets
like him who come to Second Chance
with major medical needs.”

Those interested in helping can visit
secondchanceanimals.org/natty to make
a donation. Checks can also be mailed
to Second Chance, P.O. Box 136, East
Brookfield, MA 01515.

Edmond Isemwami joins EXIT
Realty in Spencer

SPENCER - EXIT Real Estate Ex-
ecutives in Spencer announced the ad-
dition of Edmond Isemwami to its team
of real estate professionals.

“We’re excited to welcome Edmond
to EXIT Realty,” said Mi-
chelle Terry, broker and
owner of EXIT Real Estate
Executives in a press release.
“EXIT is growing and at-
tracting quality business peo-
ple like Edmond each and
every day.”

Isemwami is a Realtor
based in Worcester. He has
background in Quality In-
spection -Client Centered
Approach- and a passion

dream home.

Isemwami is excited to of-
fer his expertise to the community. As a
licensed Realtor mentored by an expe-
rienced team, he has developed a deep
understanding of the local market and
is dedicated to providing exceptional
service to his clients.

When Isemwami is not working, he
likes to read about real estate investing

mond Isemwami joine
EXIT Realty’s team of

! .~ real estate professionals.
for helping people find their ourresy PHOTO)

strategies and building wealth. He is
committed to providing personalized
attention and building lasting relation-
ships with his clients.

About EXIT Realty

EXIT Realty is a company
founded and built on human
potential.

A  full service, for-
ward-thinking, real estate
franchisor with offices across
North America, EXIT has
to-date paid out more than
a half a billion dollars in sin-
gle-level residual income to
its associates.

A portion of every trans-
action fee received by EXIT
Realty Corp. International is
applied to its charitable fund,
and to date, $7 million has
been allocated to charity.

For more information, please visit
www.exitrealty.com and www.joinexit-
realty.com.

EXIT Real Estate Executives is locat-
ed at 130 W Main St. For more informa-
tion, please call 508-885-5555.
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SPORTS

Panthers return to action %

-

BARRE - After a vacation week with no
game, Quabbin softball was back in action
on Monday, April 24, facing Notre Dame
Academy of Worcester. Notre Dame had
a six-run fourth inning they used to ride to
an 11-4 win at Quabbin. Abby Rogowski
went the first four innings before giving way
to Sydney Giorgi. Giorgi also went 3-for-3
with an RBI and two runs scored for the 5
Panthers, who have yet to win this season. = = =
Quabbin scored three runs in the bottom of
the first to take an early lead, but could not
hold it.

Abby Rogowski gets an easy out at first base. Brynn Adam stretches for a catcher to save a home run.

Mustangs
struggles
continue

MONSON - Last Thurs-
day afternoon, Monson
High School boys lacrosse,
which co-ops with Pathfind-
er Regional, fell against St.
Mary’s 10-5. The Mustangs
have had a rough go so far
this season, and have yet to
win their first game. Monson
hopes to rebound on Friday,
April 28 against Smith Voca-
tional.

&

See MIORE MUSTANG .
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PHOTOS | PAGE 11 Brayden Pratt eyes the field as he looks to pass. PH0-  Brady St Martin looks to pass. Matt Murphy makes a great defensive move at goal.
T0S BY JACK CASCIO NEAPSMUGMUG.COM

i



PAGE 10

The Quaboag Current « www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, April 28, 2023

community

L @turleysports

www.turleysports.com

Turleysports

74th[ete ob‘_ tl\e ///(onth

NAME: Brandon Allen
SCHOOL: Quaboag
Allen would score a win in
singles action for Quaboag at
Palmer earlier this month.

[ acebook.com/turleysports

To nominate someone for
Athlete of the Week, contact
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Williams wins Icebreaker event

THOMPSON, CT — With the
weather conditions cooperating one
week later than expected, the 49th
Icebreaker Weekend April 8 and 9
at Thompson Speedway successfully
opened the 2023 New England racing
season with plenty of heart-pounding
thrills to set up the summer to come at
the Big-T. The Thompson Outlaw Open
Modified Icebreaker 125 came down to
a stunning green-white-checker in one
of the most spectacular open wheeled
races in recent memory while winners
in the Pro All Stars Series (PASS) Super
Late Models and the Thompson local
divisions proved themselves as the class
of the field.

The 49th Icebreaker 125 included
some of the Northeast’s best Modified
pilots ready to tackle the highbanks
for the $10,000 winner’s share of the
$46,000 guaranteed purse. Keith Rocco
and Matt Swanson brought the twenty-
two-car field to green with Swanson get-
ting the jump in the Gary Casella-owned
#25. Swanson would hang tough before
a hard charging Ronnie Williams over-
took the lead on lap 25 followed by
Woody Pitkat and Chris Pasteryak as
Swanson slid to fourth. Carl Medeiros
Jr. brought out the first major caution
on lap 55 with several mid-pack teams
taking advantage and heading pit-side
for adjustments.

Realigned side-by-side to return the
field to green, Ronnie Williams got the
jump on a slip-sliding Pitkat with Rocco
coming around to steal second. While

Williams, Pitkat and Rocco battled hard
in the top-three, 2022 NASCAR Whel-
en Modified Tour champion Jon McK-
enney joined the top-five. McKennedy
would make it to third with Anthony
Nocella also joining the top-five before
Anthony Bello’s spin on lap 72 would
bring the first crucial caution. While
all the top runners jumped pit side for
fresh Hoosier Race Tires, Williams and
McKennedy elected to stay on the field
to lead the impending restart.

RJ Marcotte stole away the lead
from McKennedy and Williams as the
tire strategy helped Swanson and No-
cella battle for second. Nocella would
take the lead on lap 78 with Pitkat fol-
lowing and stretching out their lead be-
fore the caution flag flew on lap 107 as
the engine expired on Teddy Hodgdon’s
machine. Nocella kept the lead while a
four-way battle for second saw Pitkat,
McKennedy, Williams and Mike Chris-
topher, Jr. toss and turn for position.
Pitkat brought out the final caution on
lap 123 after backing into the turn one
wall to set up a green-white-checker be-
tween Nocella, Williams, McKennedy,
Christopher Jr. and Chris Pasteryak.
Nocella gave it all he could, but Ron-
nie Williams rounded the long-standing
leader to claim the $10,000 49th Ice-
breaker 125 over Jon McKennedy and
Anthony Nocella. Mike Christopher Jr.
brought the Baldwin Racing 7NY home
in fourth and Todd Owen powered up to
round out the top-five.

Four-run fourth lifts Pioneers

T|m Russell fires in a pltch durmg early action. PHOTOS BY
JACK CASCIO NEAPSMUGMUG.COM

PALMER - Last Tuesday morning,
Pathfinder scored eight runs in the first four
innings en route to an 8-5 win over visit-
ing Putnam Vocational. Jesse Cygan had
a 2-for-3 game with two doubles. Brayden
Mega had a hit and two RBI in the game.
The Pioneers are up to 5-2 this season.
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Catcher Jarett 8kowyra runs down a Putnam player for the tag.



Run for Rice’s 5K Road
Race set for June 3

WILBRAHAM - The 11th annual “Run for Rice’s
5K Road Race” will be held on Saturday, June 3 at 9
a.m. This popular, family-friendly 5K road race be-
gins at Christ the King — Epiphany Church, 758 Main
Street, Wilbraham, and winds through a flat, fast
course in surrounding neighborhoods, ending at Rice
Fruit Farm across the street from the start. Pre-regis-
tration fee for runners and walkers is $20, while day-of-
race registration is $25. Ages 18 and under registration
is $15 including day-of registration. The first 150 reg-
istered runners by May 20 will receive our famous race
t-shirt featuring the “Running Apple” logo, and all
registered runners will receive a free Rice Fruit Farm
ice cream with their bib number on day of race only.
Cash prizes will be awarded in several categories, and
all proceeds benefit the Rice Nature Preserve mainte-
nance fund of the Minnechaug Land Trust. Race day
registration will be open from 7:30 a.m. until 8:45 a.m.
On-line registration now available at RunSignUp.com,
and paper registration forms can be downloaded at the
Minnechaug Land Trust website www.minnechaug-
landtrust.org .

MORE MUSTANG PHOTOS
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Seth Mitchell is in control as he takes possession.
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Sam Lauzier watches his shot go in the net. PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP,
SMUGMUG.COM
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towns within the commonwealth’s largest watershed
filled the Palmer Historical and Cultural Center in
Three Rivers on April 20, discussing ways they can
work together to bring awareness to the Council’s
work.

The purpose of the Council is to give a voice for
the four rivers that make up the watershed, the Swift,
Ware, Quaboag and Chicopee, said C4R Coordinator
Keith Davies.

All four of those rivers converge in Palmer.

“A lot of communities are reconnecting with their
river,” Davies said. “We’ve kind of become the voice to
get neighboring towns talking to each other.”

Water sampling

Davies talked about some of the Council’s focuses
last year, including expanding the Blue Trails and con-
tinued bacteria monitoring.

Davies and a crew of volunteers take water samples
at 15 locations to monitor the bacteria count, to deter-
mine if the water is safe for recreational activities.

“Sampling for bacteria is a simple way to do that,
he said. “This helps river users know water is safe.”

If bacteria counts are high, this speaks to the health
of the river, and possible areas of concern.

“If you want to enjoy the rivers, you want to know
it’s healthy,” Davies said.

Three out of four Americans participate in outdoor
recreation each year, Davies said, and paddle sports are
among the fastest growing segments of the industry.

“More people go fishing each year than go to Dis-
ney World,” Davies said.

Samples are collected at the sites twice a month on
Thursday mornings, June through September. These
sites are paddling access points along the Blue Trails

A Blue Trail is just like a hiking trail, but for pad-
dlers, Davies said.

“We’re used to trails in the woods, in this case, the
river is the path,” he said.

Blue Trails

The Blue Trails cover 34 miles and are broken up
into four sections, the Upper Ware River, Lower Ware
River, Upper Quaboag River and Upper Chicopee
River.

Most of the Blue Trails are on calm water, except
for a section of the Upper Ware River Blue Trail where
there is whitewater. This section starts at the Ware Riv-
er Park access in Gilbertville and continues for three
miles to the Church Street access.

The Ware River Park access was added to the Blue
Trail last year after Davies approached the town of
Hardwick about putting one upstream from the exist-
ing access at New Furnace.

“It reignited their park project,” Davies said.

Now Ware River Park has two access points for
paddlers, a kiosk with Blue Trails map, more parking,
and a nearly finished segment of rail trail, with more
improvements planned.

C4R created another new access point on the Up-
per Ware River Blue Trail, along the newest section of
Mass Central Rail Trail managed by the East Quabbin
Land Trust on Church Street in Ware.

“It didn’t exist before, and will now be available to
people,” Davies said.

Further down the Ware River, a new kiosk with
Blue Trail sign was added at the Banas Farm access off

Robbins Road.
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Davies described it as a “rustic” launch, which runs
to the Bennet Street Bridge Abutments access behind
Forest Lake.

Restoration

In addition to bacteria monitoring and expansion
of the Blue Trails, C4R also works to remove invasive
water chestnut plants.

These aquatic plants need to be pulled from the wa-
ter by hand regularly a few times a year to limit their
growth.

The next water chestnut pulls will be held at Oxford
Marsh in Chicopee on Saturday, June 24 at 9 a.m. (rain
date June 25 at 1 p.m.); Saturday, July 15 at 9 a.m. (rain
date Sunday, July 16 at 1 p.m.); Saturday, Aug. 12 at 9
a.m. (rain date Sunday, Aug. 13 at | p.m.); with a final
pull in late August.

Water chestnut pulls will also begin at the Red
Bridge access sometime in mid-June.

Other restoration work C4R takes part in are gener-
al cleanups to remove litter and debris.

Going forward in 2023

“Volunteers are always great to have,” Davies said,
adding that C4R needs a core team of people to con-
tinue moving forward.

“Sampling and trail work wouldn’t be possible
without volunteers,” he said.

C4R is also hosting fun and educational events to
bring more attention to the rivers, including a poetry
and photo contest held over the summer.

The theme of the Haiku & Picture Contest is “Our
Local Rivers,” with entries accepted beginning June 1.
Deadline for submissions is Sept. 18.

People can capture a Haiku moment or an image of
a river or tributary in the C4R watershed. There is a
limit of three Haiku poems per entry; preferably origi-
nal, unpublished work.

Photos should be 5 by 7-inch copies or jpeg format.

Poems and photos need to capture a sense of the
local rivers or watershed, and a river or tributary in the
C4R watershed should be the focus.

Electronic Haiku copies should be sent as a Mic-
rosoft Word document, and paper submission should
have two copies, one with the author’s name and one
without.

Categories include youth under 18 and adults.
Please note your age on the submission.

Winners will be announced at C4R’s annual summit
in early November.

How to help

People can also help support the work of C4R by
becoming a member.

Memberships and donations help C4R with re-
sources for basic operations, including preparing
events, creating and maintaining Blue Trails, collecting
samples, writing reports and performing community
outreach.

C4R has established a nonprofit relationship with
the Connecticut River Conservancy, which holds and
manages C4R funds for tax exempt purposes for all
donors who want this coverage.

To become a member, visit c4rivers.org and click on
“Membership — Join/Support C4R.”

For more information or to get involved, visit c4riv-
ers.org, email chicopeewatershed@gmail.com or find
ChicopeedRivers on Facebook.
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Friends of the Town
House gather area
artists together

NORTH BROOKFIELD - The Friends of the
North Brookfield Town House held their first Arts
Community Gathering on March 5.

People involved with the arts were introduced to the
organization’s ambitious project: the restoration of the
North Brookfield Town House as a regional cultural
center.

An original slide presentation by Friends presi-
dent Jim Buzzell told of the rich history of this iconic
building and its great potential to entertain, heal, and
revitalize the Central Massachusetts rural community
with its Great Hall performance space, its classroom
and workshop space, and its space for a restaurant and
offices.

Bonnie Milner, of Long View Entertainment,
emphasized the value of collaboration between the
Friends and area artists. Eva Brown, Friends board
member, described ROAR- Rural Opportunities
Through Art and Restoration — the pilot programming
being held off-site at present, and the many opportu-
nities ROAR programs and the restored Town House
hold for area creatives.

Following the presentation, a lively discussion en-
sued with questions and answers for participants and
suggestions for the Friends.

The Friends of the Town House hope to hold oth-
er gatherings. If you are interested in attending one,
please notify the Friends at friends@nbtownhouse.
com.
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FESTIVAL

brating the plant which was first brought to America
from the Netherlands by Diederick Leertouwer.

“Our chowder has a reputation in the community,”
Terry Hall said.

After the Church made the chowder for the first two
years of the event, they handed the reins over to Fes-
tival organizers, before returning to the kitchen when
they were asked by the town to be featured.

“The rest is history,” Terry Hall said. “The Festival
has grown by leaps and bounds.”

Since it began over two decades ago, the Festival
now has over 100 crafters and vendors, live music,
clowns, activities, an array of food to suit every palate,
and a variety of asparagus delicacies, including pizza
and ice cream.

But the one menu item that people keep coming
back for is the chowder.

“It gets better and better every year,” crew member
Karen Murphy said.

Making the chowder is a labor of love and takes a
tremendous amount of dedication by both the kitchen
crew, and the tent crew.

“We all work great together as a team,” crew mem-
ber JoAnn Bakulski said.

The tent crew is responsible for serving up and sell-
ing the chowder, which is available hot by the cup, or
cold in a quart to take home to enjoy later.

Being part of either crew requires a lot of focus,
Mike Murphy said.

“When I was first involved, I was a hauler,” he said.
“I was told ‘don’t talk to anyone in the kitchen when
they’re cooking.””

The kitchen crew starts planning weeks in advance
to make 55 pots of chowder, with each one holding
two and a half gallons. Heading up this prep work
is longtime crew member Karen Anderson, who has
helped make the chowder for about as long as Wally

| FROM PAGE 1

Hall has.

“She’s a very hard worker, and dedicated,” he said.

Even though the kitchen crew is making over 130
gallons of chowder for the Festival, don’t wait to buy
some, it won’t last long.

“Last year we had 700 cups and 55 quarts,” Karen
Murphy said.

The chowder will be available during the Festival on
Saturday, May 20, starting at 10 a.m. until it’s sold out.
The cost for a 12-ounce cup is $6 and a quart is $18.

The Church will also be selling an assortment of
homemade cookies, water and soda.

New this year, will be the location of where you can
buy your chowder at the Festival.

This year it will be sold on the lawn of the Church,
instead of in the food court area. Tables and chairs will
be set up for people to sit down and enjoy their meal.

“It’s something new...let’s change it up a little,”
Terry Hall said.

This change will also make it easier for the tent crew
to serve the chowder just a short distance from the
kitchen, rather than wheeling it across the Common.

“It reduces the amount of distance,” Linda Barron
said.

The proceeds from the chowder sales go to the
Church’s general fund, to help support its missions,
Barron said.

These missions include the food pantry which sup-
ports families in West Brookfield, Warren and West
Warren; monthly meals at Dismas House in Oakham,;
Camp Putnam in New Braintree; multiple veterans
groups; Abby’s House; and a mission in Africa.

“We have about 15 different organizations we con-
tinue to support,” Barron said.

Make sure to stop by the lawn of the First Congre-
gational Church of West Brookfield to get your chow-
der, and plan to be there early before it sells out.

SELECTMEN | FROM PAGE 1

ence in public safety and holds a bachelor’s degree in
business management.

If elected selectman, Merkel said he would not only
try to attract businesses to the town, but determine
what the right type of business is for West Brookfield
and aim to bring that in.

He added he would make a point to hold traditions
and offer a new approach to financial strains as well as
consider what the town’s long-term goals are.

Merkel said his goals as selectman would include
bringing business into town, considering the addition
of a public safety complex with the potential of re-
gionalizing, as well as making the town website more
accessible.

Piechota is a retired, 30-year military veteran and
long-term West Brookfield resident.

If elected selectman, Piechota said his goal would
be to “preserve a fun, happy, [and] safe” community.
Piechota said he would aim to “create an environment
[that] make kids want to stay.”

Some of Piechota’s goals as selectman would be to
“ensure all entities are equally represented,” including
the Fire Department, EMTs and Highway Depart-
ment; consider the addition of a public safety complex
and unify the town administration as well as encour-
age new businesses.

New businesses and aging infrastructure

To focus on retaining a small-town atmosphere
while encouraging business, Merkel said he would
“keep values and traditions” as well as “prioritize our
needs.”

He noted after 8 p.m. there are no coffee shops or
self-service gas stations in town which could be an op-
portunity to generate revenue while offering residents
services they would benefit from.

He suggested focusing on the gas station, or intro-
ducing a car wash.

Piechota said he would “preserve the history,” and
“utilize our lake as an opportunity for businesses to
flourish.”

He said adding a canoe rental and more small busi-
nesses around the lake sustained by townspeople, “is
what we need.”

Merkel said Lake Wickaboag is a “crucial resource”
for the town and also sees it as an opportunity to gen-
erate revenue.

Merkel suggested drawing in a restaurant like 308
Lakeside in East Brookfield as “something nice for
people to stop.”

When asked how he would address aging infra-
structure while protecting the town’s historic qualities,
Piechota said he would suggest upgrading equipment
and looking at grants - especially for the water depart-

Your opinion is something
we always want to hear.

Contact pouimette@turiey.com

Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.

Quaboag Current, 80 Main St., Ware e 413-967-3505

ment.

Merkel said he sees Sturbridge as a model for up-
dating the town but being restrictive.

He suggested hiring a grant writer for the town as
they are “worth their weight in gold,” and the town
could benefit from their specific writing skills.

He also suggested considering projects years in ad-
vance to manage resources.

Budgets and taxes

When asked what line items would be considered in
a school budget, Merkel suggested allowing an assess-
ment or a performance budget to track finances before
making any decisions.

Before looking at budget cuts, Piechota suggested
looking at potential grants to supplement some of
those costs.

He added “the price of everything has gone through
the roof,” however, “our kids are entitled and deserve
a good education.”

Regarding how he would handle a situation where
someone is struggling to pay quarterly taxes, Piechota
suggested potentially breaking the tax down into more
frequent but less expensive installments to ease the
amount.

Merkel said, “things are tough and are more and
more expensive.”

He said while he understands that taxes are an im-
portant way to retain money, he suggested communi-
cating with the townspeople and working with them.

Cable TV access/social media policy

When asked if the town should enforce a social me-
dia policy for employees, Merkel said he believes social
media is “very important,” and “you should be held
accountable for what you say and do.”

Regarding the issue of town cable access, Merkel
said the concern may be contingent on finances.

He added the issue would have to be discussed
among all members of the Board.

Piechota said the town has “everything all set” to
reinstate cable access for residents and doing so is
“critical for people to see town meetings.”

Working environment and transparency

When asked how one would improve the working
relationship between town administration and resi-
dents, Piechota said he would “be transparent with the
town.”

He added a top priority is for the “townspeople
to see what’s going on,” and consider adding a ques-
tion-and-answer section on the town website.

Merkel said he would also be transparent with resi-
dents and town employees alike.

He said he would seek out department heads and
listen to the townspeople and their needs.



New Braintree
Police Log

During the weeks of April 10-24, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police Department responded to 35
building/property checks, 49 directedlarea patrols,
eight traffic controls, 15 radar assignments, one brush
fire, two complaints, two citizen assists, one scam,
four emergency 911 calls, four animal calls and four
motor vehicle stops in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, April 10
2:32 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, Old Turn-
pike Road, No Action Required

Thursday, April 13
4:22 pm. Fire/Brush, West Brookfield Road,
Extinguished
8:44 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, Ravine
Road, Spoken To

Monday, April 17
3:25 p.m. Suspicious Activity, Barre Road, Offi-
cer Handled
7:27 p.m. Scam, Barre Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, April 18
9:30 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial Drive, Dis-
patch Handled
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obituary
Virginia “Ginger” Beaudry, 74

WEST WARREN - Virginia “Gin-
ger” Beaudry of West Warren passed
away April 20, 2023, after an illness, at
the age of 74.

She was the beloved wife
of the late Daniel Beaudry,
and loving mother of Mi-
chael Wheeler of Worcester
and Gary Wheeler of Au-
burn.

She leaves her cherished
grandchildren Tyler, Britta-
ny, and Garrett Wheeler, and
devoted sisters Patricia Lind-
quist (James) of Uxbridge,
Mary Deneault (John) of Auburn and
Evelyn Pira (David) of South Caroli-
na, along with her favorite niece Jessica
Lindquist of Uxbridge, nieces Christina
Deneault of Auburn, Kimberly Hashey
of Northbridge, Angela Licciardone of
Rhode Island and Ashely Schwalje of
Pennsylvania, her nephews and God-
sons Michael Deneault of Auburn, and

Along with her husband, Virginia
was predeceased by her mother, Mary
E. Sullivan.

Ginger held a deep love for
Cape Cod, where she raised
her children for several years
and returned for vacations.

She worked for many years
as a social worker and was the
former owner of the restau-
rant “Just Ginger’s,” in War-
ren. Most of all, she cherished
time with her family, especial-
ly her children and grandchil-
dren.

The family would like to thank
Tri-Valley of Dudley and Beacon Hos-
pice Care of Springfield for their excel-
lent care of Ginger and extends a special
thank you to Chaplain Francis “Frank”
for offering spiritual support to her in
her time of illness.

At Ginger’s request, there will be no
services.
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Death Notice

Beaudry, Virginia
Died April 20, 2023
No services

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check
their advertisement the
first time it appears.
This paper will not be
responsible for more
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in
an advertisement to a
greater extent than the
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the

Wednesday, April 19

3;52 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old Turnpike

Road, Citation Issued

ew Ryan Pira of South Carolina. www.MercadanteFuneral.com.

James Lindquist of Douglas and neph- For online condolences, please visit advertisement.

4:35 p.m. Motor Ve-
hicle Stop, Old Turnpike
Road, Citation Issued

Thursday, April 20

3:14 p.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Memorial Drive, Of-
ficer Handled

Friday, April 21
10:15 am. 911 Com-
plaint/Motor Vehicle Op-
erations, Ravine Road,
Negative Contact

Saturday, April 22

11:12 pm. 911 Com-
plaint/Motor Vehicle
Operations, Barre Road,
Negative Contact
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALE

109 DAYTON STREET CHICOPEE
MA SATURDAY APRIL 29 8AM-
2PM CONTENTS OF HOUSE TO BE
SOLD. HOUSEWARES, GARDEN
TOOLS, HO TRAIN SET, FURNI-
TURE, KITCHEN. RAIN OR SHINE
DON'T MISS IT.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

Over a cord
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

DOUBLE RECLINER SOFA, SIN-
GLE RECLINER CHAIR both all
leather and excellent condition sofa
$400 chair $200 call (413)245-3000
must see

GOULDS SHALLOW WELL
PUMP 3/4 h.p. 115, 230 vaults,
14.8 amps. used one week like new
$400.00 (413)967-3083

Call us at 413.283.8393

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire department,
masonic,license plates,beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

TS 5
1****xxxx A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL
Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk,
estates, attics, garages, appliances,
basements, demo services, 10%
discount with this ad off services.
Dumpster Rentals available fro rent.
All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936
acallwehaul @ gmail.com

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN,
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured.
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B
Call (413)244-7096.

EVENTS

WINTERGARDEN FARMS AN-
TIQUES AT WINTERGARDEN
FARMS JUST 15 MINUTES FROM
THE HEART OF BRIMFIELD MAY
3RD THROUGH MAY 9TH 9:00 AM
TO 5:.00 PM DAILY BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY INCLUDING EVENINGS
359 STAFFORD ROAD (RTE 32),
MONSON, MASS CALL (413)539-
1472 TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
OR STOP BY. THE BARN IS PACKED
WITH GREAT MERCHANDISE!
KEEP WATCHING FOR UPDATED
PHOTOS AT www.antiquesatwin-
tergardenfarm.com

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors,
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs,
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl
Fence Tim (413) 563-2229

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

FORBES & SONS PAINTING &
STAINING Interior and exterior, res-
idential,commercial and new construc-
tion, wallpaper removal, sheetrock and
plaster repairs. Quality products. Since
1985. Free estimates. Fully Insured.
Call Brad at B>413-887-1987.

KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too.
Specializing in all aspects of quality
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve
(413)477-8217

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work.
References available. Dave 413-323-

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior
and drywall repair. We treat your home
like our own homes. Fully licensed
and insured. Call WE DO today for a
free estimate ask for Mac (413) 344-
6883

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

BEAUTIFUL HEALTHY GER-
MAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES FOR
SALE, READY TO GO $1,200.00 FOR
MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
LORI (508)864-4712

WARREN PARKS & RECRE-
ATION DEPT. is accepting applica-
tions for seasonal positions of Summer
Recreation Supervisor/ Summer Rec-
reation Counselor and Lifeguards. Job
description and applications available
at www.warren-ma.gov or Town Clerk’s
Office, Charles E. Shepard Bld., 48
High Street, Warren, MA. Mail applica-
tions to Warren Parks & Rec., P.O. Box
609, Warren, MA  01083. Deadline:
June 1, 2023. Town of Warren is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON g

Quabbin

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or
the Suburban Residential ZONE
for $26.00 for 20 words plus
50¢ for each additional word.
Add $10 for a second Zone

or add $15 to run in

ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price
Add a second ZONE
Add a third ZONE
Subtotal

x Number of Weeks
TOTAL Enclosed

. o 8868. HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
Classified MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
e o BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
Advertlsmg Established 1976. New re-roofs and  siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. ~ insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
D EAD LI N ES Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 2783 Ron.
6679
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN |  cHaIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- Find archives of this
FRIDAY AT NOON ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
HILLTOWNS room instructor, 20+ years experience. local NEWSPaper at
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
MONDAY AT NOON mate. WWW.ﬂeWSpaperS.turley.mm
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Bt e | 22 B | 23 Basgrren| 24 Bazat0
% e Besgiann| 27 B tsso| 28 B a0
2 i [ 30 ] 31 | 92 s
33 Pt | 34 Bt | 39 fastsane| 38 ]
37 Basgiase | 38 Pesgtaoa| 39 Basginso| 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard JVISA 1 Discover 4 Cash d Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

Includes
additional words
$10.00
- Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):
$5.00

Quabbin
]

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WARREN HOUSING
AUTHORITY
WARREN, MA The Warren Housing
Authority seeks an experienced hous-
ing administrator or managing agent
to lead and manage its programs,
properties, and contracts. The Warren
Housing Authority owns and operates
60 units of state-aided elderly/hand-
icapped public housing, 4 units of
state-aided family housing, 11 MRVP,
six Section 8 new construction units,
and 66 HCV currently administrated

through a third party.

Required Minimum Qualifications: A
minimum of two years’ experience in
housing management, community de-
velopment, public administration, or a
closely related field; knowledge of the
principles and practices of housing
management, finances, and mainte-
nance systems in public and private
housing; excellent written and verbal
communication skills; knowledge of
laws regulating State and Federal
housing programs; clearly demon-
strated management and organization
skills, and; experience working with
people of various socio-economic
backgrounds. Certification as a Public
Housing Manager from a HUD/DHCD
approved accrediting organization is
desired or must be obtained within
one year of employment. The success-
ful candidate must be able to pass a
criminal background check prior to final
selection.

The annual salary range is up to
$62,775.00 depending upon experi-
ence, certifications, and in accordance
with the DHCD Executive Director Sal-
ary Schedule/Calculation worksheet.
The work week is 26 hrs. per week and
includes a generous benefit portfolio.
Candidates should apply in confidence
by submitting cover letter and resume
to G. Matthew Pike, MassNAHRO, 990
Washington Street, Suite 209, Ded-
ham, MA 02026, ATTN: Warren E.D.
Search. For a complete job description
go to: https://files.constantcontact.com/
a08b9b0e001/042de6b4-8e7b-4f6b-
ad76-4321183847e9.docx

Managing agent respondents should
submit a proposal to that same ad-
dress.

Closing date is close of business on
Wednesday, May 3, 2023. Late submis-
sions will not be accepted.

The Warren Housing Authority is an
Equal Opportunity Employer. Minori-
ties, women, veterans, and people with
disabilities are strongly encouraged to
apply.

FOOD CONCESSION SEEKS
HELP May 10-13, cleaning, sandwich
making, serving. Position requires long
days standing, walking. email Ellen for
more information @ realm4712@aol.
com

COMMERCIAL
RENTALS

COMMERCIAL STORAGE UNIT
FOR RENT. 20’ WIDE BY 30’
DEEP. 11’ CEILINGS. Each unit
has one garage door 10’ wide by 9’
high and one man door.

Units have electricity, but no heat or
plumbing. Perfect for an electrician,
landscaper or tradesman.

Located in Belchertown, MA

Please call or text Tim (413) 315-
1614

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.
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‘Blue Boat Home’ sails on May 13, 20, 21

STURBRIDGE - Three remarkable
multi-media performances will take
place in local venues in May.

The 40-member community chorus
Wings of Song, accompanied by a small
band, will present “Blue Boat Home,”
a program of songs, texts, and images
about the beauties of our planet and the
challenges posed by climate change.

These concerts will be unlike any-
thing people normally get to experience:
both a celebration and a call to action.

While opinions on climate change
vary within the chorus, there is univer-
sal agreement that the Earth, our only
home, needs our careful stewardship.
Some in the group like soprano Don-
na Dufresne, who wrote the concert’s
opening number, “Wake Up!” feel that
the time has come for us all to take re-
sponsibility and to act.

“Blue Boat Home” is named after the
concert’s theme song, by Peter Mayer,
which ends with the line “And the Earth
is my blue boat home.”

Other composers and songwriters
represented include Leonard Bernstein,
Pete Seeger, J. S. Bach, Neil Young, Paul
Winter, John Lennon, Marvin Gaye,
Jean Ritchie, and Elton John.

There will be readings of texts by
Thich Nhat Hanh, Carl Sagan, Joy Har-
jo, Robert Weston, Meghan Sterling,
and others. Along with 44 images-of
the Earth from space, of endangered
and extinct species, of landscapes both
polluted and pristine-will be projected
throughout each performance.

The opening concert is scheduled
for Saturday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m., at
the chorus’s “home base,” St. Joachim
Chapel. St. Joachim is part of the St.
Anne-St. Patrick Parish in Fiskdale,

which is located right up from the inter-
section of Routes 20 and 148.

A week later on Saturday, May 20
at 7:30 p.m., the chorus will sing for
the audience it has developed in the
Woodstock, Connecticut area, at the
First Congregational Church (the “Hill
Church”) on Woodstock’s beautiful
common.

The final concert, on Sunday, May 21
at 3 p.m., will take place in the auditori-
um of the Shepherd Hill Regional High
School in Dudley. A special feature of
that concert will be some brief remarks
delivered by Massachusetts’s “Climate
Chief,” Melissa Hoffer, who was ap-
pointed to her newly created position by
Gov. Maura Healey on the Governor’s
first day in office.

Admission to all the performances is
free, and people are invited to make a
freewill offering at intermission.

A portion of what is collected will
be donated to a leading organization
working to combat climate change, such
as the Clean Air Task Force. After the
concerts, the chorus will announce the
amount of its donation, and the recipi-
ent, in local newspapers.

All concert venues are handicap ac-
cessible. Doors will open half an hour
before each concert; in Fiskdale and
Woodstock, people are advised to arrive
early in order to be sure of a seat.

Anyone wishing for more informa-
tion on these concerts or on joining
Wings of Song, whose fall rehears-
al season begins Monday, Sept. 11, is
encouraged to email Music Director
Nym Cooke at nymcooke@gmail.com,
or President Carol Curtin at carolcur-
tin77@gmail.com.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

journalists for the future.

The right candidate would:

Turley Publications, an independent, family-owned newspaper company,
is searching for an experienced leader to serve as its Executive Editor and put
their mark on its newsroom. The ideal person will evolve community journalism
coverage in the company’s 12 weekly papers and prepare its talented young

He or she will work alongside the owners to develop the departments
overarching strategy and determine the direction the newsroom is headed both on
a day-to-day basis as well as its long-term goals. While the editor works with the
owners, the Executive Editor has a great deal of autonomy built into the position.

The perfect candidate will have strong, proven leadership qualities as well as
editing, writing and coaching abilities. They will be able to mold coverage as they
work with a great group of editors and writers.

The company is looking for a leader who will work in a collaborative manner
while setting expectations and holding staft accountable.

It is imperative that the editor have creative problem-solving skills, a flair for
innovation and a bent for adapting current practices when possible.

«  Ensure the papers have a good balance of news stories.
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‘Sheryl Faye Presents’
Eleanor Roosevelt on May 4

WEST BROOKFIELD — The Merriam-Gilbert Public Library, 3 West
Main St., is pleased to welcome the return of “Sheryl Faye Presents” with
her portrayal of Eleanor Roosevelt - The First Lady of the World on
Thursday, May 4 at 4 p.m.

Please call the Library at 508-867-1410 to reserve your seat for this
special performance, which is being generously co-sponsored by the West
Brookfield Historical Commission and Quaboag Historical Society.

- legal notices -

LEGAL NOTICE
Towns of North Brookfield
and Brookfield
Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG)
FY19 and FY 20
Public Performance
Hearing

The town of North
Brookfield will conduct a
performance hearing regard-
ing their ongoing FY19
and FY20 Community
Development Block Grant
Programs. The meeting will
be held on Tuesday, May 9,
2023, at 6:15 p.m. as part of
the North Brookfield Board
of Selectmen’s meeting at
the North Brookfield Police
Department, 55 School Street,
North Brookfield. These
programs are being man-
aged with assistance from
the Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning
Commission (CMRPC).

North Brookfield’s FY19
program is providing funds

for housing rehabilitation
services to qualified North
Brookfield households. The
grant also provided funds
for a planning project in the
north-western portion of
North Brookfield’s center
that evaluated the condition
of infrastructure as part of
the West Side Infrastructure
Planning Study.

The FY20 program is
a joint community program
with the town of Brookfield.
Activities include housing
rehabilitation services to
qualified households in both
towns, and improvements at
the North Brookfield Senior
Center, which is focused on
roof replacement.

Any person or organi-
zation having questions or
comments concerning North
Brookfield’s CDBG pro-
grams and ongoing activities
will have an opportunity to
be heard. Written and verbal
comments will be accepted

for one week preceding the
hearing, at the hearing, and
for one week following the
hearing. Comments are to
be directed to CMRPC’s
Christopher Dunphy cdun-
phy @cmrpc.org, or (508)
459-3333.

The North Brookfield
Police Department building
is handicapped accessible.
Persons who require special
accommodation to attend the
public meeting should con-
tact the Office of the Board of
Selectmen (508) 867-0200 at
least two business days prior
to the hearing.

These activities and pro-
grams are funded through the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
and the Department of
Housing and Community
Development, Massachusetts
CDBG program.

04/28/2023

CLUES ACROSS

31. Peyton’s little

27. Automobile

+ Beable to work with editors so they are able to provide readers with the best
possible papers.

« Beamentor to all new hires, but particularly to writers, with the goal of
developing a bench of future editors.

+ Bean editorial manager with a proven track record in leading newsrooms
and have a bachelor’s degree or the equivalent experience.

«  Represent the company as the senior editorial staff member and would
report to the owners, Keith and Patrick Turley.

«  Would also edit two of the company’s weekly newspapers, The Holyoke Sun
and The Agawam Advertiser News, which are tabs.

Turley Publications Inc. is an equal opportunity employer offering competitive salaries,
paid vacation and sick time, a health plan and a 401k. It is a locally-owned family business
that takes pride in all of the communities we serve.

Please send a cover letter explaining why you are the best candidate for the job and how
you can be a crucial component of Turley Publications’ future, along with a resume,

references and several clips to Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com.
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Turley?)

Publications, Inc. www.turley.com

1. It’s all over the
beach

5. A cirque

8. Corpuscle count
(abbr.)

11. Influential report
author

13. Satisfaction

14. Recurring only at
long intervals

15. Islamic calendar

brother

32. French commune

33. Eyelashes

38. Equal (prefix)

41. Quality of little or
no rain

43. One who beheads

45. Sung to

48. Influential punk
artist

49. Amount of time

month 50. Polio vaccine

16. Neither developer

17. Gelatinous 55.Abba __, Israeli
substance politician

18. American 56. Job
electronic music ~ 57. Flat-bottomed
producer sailboat

20. 0ld computer 59. Japanese wooden
system clog

21. Professional 60. Folk singer
organization DiFranco

22. Malaria 61. FL city
mosquitoes 62. Naturally occurring

25. Not composed of solid
matter 63. Language of

30. It’s in the ocean

indigenous Asian

people

64. Dark brown

CLUES DOWN

1. Soviet Socialist
Republic

2. Zoroastrian concept
of holy fire

3. Venomous snake
genus

4. Uninteresting

5. Straightforwardness

6. Expression of wild
excitement

7. Arrange in order

8. East Indian cereal
grass

9. Hillsides

10. Bird beak covering

12. Baseball stat

14. Edge of a
surfboard

19. Wrapping
accessory

23. Express approval

24. Deduce

25. Similar

26.Born of

28. Obliged to repay

29. Live in

34, Influential
journalist Tarbell

35. Set aflame

36. 0J trial judge

37. Scottish town

39. African nation

40. Egg-shaped wind
instrument

41, Mimic

42. Frees

44, In slow tempo

45. Sword

46. Related on the
mother’s side

47. Mars crater

48. Plant of the lily
family

51. Suitable in the
circumstances

52. Hillside

53. Metrical foot

54. Amazon river
tributary

58. Adult male human
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SPRING SALE!

DONTSHOPTIL YOUSEE US!

3,000 APPLIANGES IN STOCK
NEXT DAY DELIVERY or PICKUP

PRESEASON GRILL SALE!
A/C SALE!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

WHITCO TOY & BIKE & =1
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508'885'93 43

7 www.whitcosales.com
ol Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

Confused about
the Real Estate Market?

Whether Buying or Selling,
LET ME BE YOUR GUIDE!

I have the experience to help you through the
maze of real estate transactions. Call me!

EEH URY 2L contury 21 North East  Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
109 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

Expanding Hours and Looking for
Talented Individuals to Join our Team!

Accepting
Applications
Kitchen

Chef/Cook
Fry Cook

Servers

Part Time

Contact us at:
EBFlatts @ charter.net

E.B. FLATTS
Breakingt - Lunch - and slmost Dinner
245 W. Main  E. Brookfield

508-867-6643

NEW CONSTRUCTION
sprawling ranch TO BE
BUILT on a gorgeous
country acre lot! This
3 bedroom/2 bath
expansive home offers
an open floor plan with -
a cabinet packed chefs kitchen with a Iarge breakfast bar, granite countertops,
oversized living room, vaulted ceilings, pantry, separate laundry room, mud
room, hardwoods, central air, propane heating, large primary suite with a walk
in closet & private bathroom, 12x18 deck, 2 car attached garage & a nice flat
back yard! 6 month delivery from P&S. North Brookfield $639,900

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

When

we do more
you will make A

more!! ﬂ
- L]

Michelle Terry  EXIT Real Estate Executives
Broker/Owner n 130 W. Main Street
michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

Support Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOGAL

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

ALL SIZES
White e Blush ¢ Blue ® Brown ¢ Purple
Red ¢ Lt Gray * Dark Gray

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING »

Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand * Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Chip Stone e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly *« No Minimums

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

98 North Spencer Road,

Route 31N, Spencer, MA

L% 508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt ¢ =
www.bondsandandgravel.com L F1%

(0

D00 000

()
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enfure fours of Warren 2 e
dventure fol ngcm \J,\

Shure the Adventurc with D

TREASURES OF EGYPT -
Including Deluxe 4-Day Nile Cruise
February 29-March 11, 2024 . ?;,f a;.it .

June 10........... U.S.S. Slater plus Lunch $125
June 24........... Perkins Cove for a Day .............. $99
July 8.............. Cape Cod Canal Lunch............. $125
July 22............ Escape to Rockport..........c.cc..... $89
Sept. 9............ Hampton Beach Seafood Fest... $99

Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Y Lol

OH PAINTS
PAINT STORE 4977

<
46 Years and Counting...

/ Interior/Exterior Paint v Wallpaper

v Hardwood Flooring v Carpeting
/ Tile & Vinyl Flooring v Window Treatments
/ Interior/Exterior Stains v...and more

Evenything You Need to
Camplete Your Project

California

JohnsPaintStore.com ¢ 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

J

WATER FILTRATION
774-200-0225

WE'RE LOCAL!

* NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE
* SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT e WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE

James Morse - Gell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com

7 Worcester Rd., Barre
.. 978-355-3000

P Thurs. 11:30am-10pm
' Sun.&Mon. 11:30am-7:30pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

4 we Bar,

Baten
JOIN US FOR

A SPECIAL
MOTHER'S DAY

BRUNCH
ON SUNDAY,
MAY 14TH

COME AND GETIT.
The mighty burger is back.

Farmer Matt's famous burger is back
starting this Thursday. Don't miss out on this
delicious taste from the farm. Hurry in and
grab your Farmer Matt burger.

@ Farmer Matt’

Order online or in-store

FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085




