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A memorable Mother’s Day at the Farm
Looking for the perfect Mother’s Day gift? Treat mom to a picnic 
at Farmer Matt’s and gift her our handcrafted gift basket of jam, 
cheese, and sausage. Each item is made with the highest-quality 
ingredients and crafted with care by Farmer Matt himself. The 
best part? You can choose your preferred flavors for each item 
to create a customized gift that will truly show your love and 
appreciation. From classic flavors to unique combinations, there’s 
something for everyone in our gift basket.

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Despite the wet weather, young 
anglers and their families tested 
their lines and their luck at the 
annual fishing derby hosted by 
the Sportsmen’s Club at Town 
Forest Park.

Youth ranging from toddlers 
to teenagers tried to catch one 
of 150 rainbow trout stocked 
in the pond, hoping to win a 
prize.

The fishing derby has been 
around for many decades, and 
has been held at various ponds 
in town, and even in New 

Braintree, before settling at 
Town Forest Park.

After prizes were awarded 
to the winners, members of 
the Senior Center and others 
dropped their hooks to try and 
catch a fish.

Members of the North 
Brookfield Police Association 
kept derby goers well fed, with 
free donuts, chips, hot dogs and 
beverages. They also raffled off  
a Weber grill. 

Rainy days and rainbows

Sportsmen’s Club 
hosts annual 
fishing derby

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

Get ready to set sail as Wings 
of Song embarks on a musi-
cal journey on a “Blue Boat 
Home” with three multi-media 
performances meant to bring 
awareness to climate change.

Led by Music Director Nym 
Cooke, the 40-member com-
munity chorus will perform 
songs spanning decades, cul-
tures and genres, accompanied 
by a backdrop of images and 
readings of poignant texts. 

The images projected in a 
slideshow are both beautiful 

Wings of Song sails 
our ‘Blue Boat Home’

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

STURBRIDGE – This past 
Sunday was the was the second 
post-pandemic Sturbridge Li-
ons All American River Race. 

It had something in com-
mon with last year, that would 
be cold, cloudy weather, with 
occasional drizzle this year. As 
previously, the entrants were in 
good spirits despite overcast 
skies.

The Lions, in yellow wind-
breakers, came together early 
at Turners Field next to the 
Quinebaug River, which is the 
stream the race runs on. At the 
same time, the communication 
team, members of the Quabo-
ag Valley Amateur Radio Club 
or QVARC, would assemble 
in front of the Lincoln House 

A Sunday on the Quinebaug 

Sturbridge Lions Club hosts 
All American River Race

Dexter Briggs and Eleanor Briggs, (shown with their dad Steve and dogs), were big winners at the fishing derby. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

See MORE FISHING PHOTOS    
I   PAGE 7

See RIVER RACE I PAGE 8

See BLUE BOAT I PAGE 12

A happy couple embraces at the finish. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY)Tim Loftus, left, provides rhythm guitar and flute accompaniment and Brooks Milgate, 
right, plays piano. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

STURBRIDGE
Library lists May events

p11

NORTH BROOKFIELD
May Festival is Saturday

p13

WARREN
Cemetery project 

continues p5
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SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 17th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

By Eric Troy
Correspondent

NEW BRAINTREE – Select Board 
members, citizens, and others gathered at the 
Town Hall to discuss upcoming events, town 
budgets, the Hardwick/Ravine Road project, 
and more. 

Hardwick and Ravine roads
At the April 24 meeting, property ease-

ments for improvements to New Braintree’s 
Hardwick and Ravine roads were unani-
mously approved by Select Board members 
and property owners. The project aims to 
improve both Ravine Road and Hardwick 
Road. 

Broadband
A recent broadband bill for the town has 

tallied in at approximately $300,000. The 
town budget currently has $106,000 to put 
toward the bill with funding from the com-
monwealth. The remainder of the bill can be 
paid over a period of two decades at a rate of 
$24,000 annually. 

Town officials opted to use the allocated 
funds to decrease the total bill from $300,000 
to $194,000, which will be paid incrementally 
until paid off. 

Grade School boiler
Improvements to the New Braintree 

Grade School are underway. An estimate for 
the replacement of the building’s boiler tal-
lied ranged from $50,000-$60,000. 

The burner for the building’s heating sys-
tem is operational and will not be replaced. 

The town budget currently has $44,000 al-
located to the replacement of the boiler at the 
School and will supplement the difference in 
cost with further budgetary adjustments. 

Police report
Town Police reports cited eight arrests, 27 

citations, and three crashes occurring from 
April 10-24. Additionally, a state grant has 
enabled the placement of a radar detector on 
Prouty Road. 

The radar detector will collect data re-
garding vehicle speeds, which will be moni-
tored and screened three times per year over 
the next three years to ascertain changes in 
drivers’ speed to fulfill state grant require-
ments. 

The New Braintree Police Department 
also announced it will be hosting a chicken 
barbeque on Friday, May 5 at noon at the 
South Barre Rod & Gun Club, 2626 South 
Barre Road, Wheelwright. 

The Police Department is seeking to fill a 
detective role on the force; interested parties 
can learn more about the role by calling the 
Police Department at 413-477-6708. 

Highway report
Officials from the Highway Department 

stated that street sweeping will be occurring 
in the coming weeks, that brakes have been 
updated on the fleet’s small trucks, and that 
an application for a grant to improve road-
ways has been submitted. 

If approved, the $116,000 grant would 
enable improvements of Old Turnpike Road, 
including regrading and paving, which the 
department hopes to take care of this sum-
mer. 

Roof repairs
Updates to Glidden Hall continue, bring-

ing the project nearer to completion. Select 
Board members say the building should be in 
use again on May 1. 

Improvements have included repairs to 

the building’s roof and supporting trusses, 
insulation, phone system, heat and air con-
ditioning, and more.

Howland retires
After more than two decades of service 

to the Town of New Braintree, Selectmen C. 
William Howland is retiring from his post on 
the Select Board. His contributions to the 
community and efforts to improve the town 
will be missed. 

Town Officials, residents, and fellow Se-
lect Board members thanked Howland for 
his persistent dedication and contributions 
to the community. He was awarded a certif-
icate of achievement for his contributions 
from fellow Select Board members. 

Roadside flowers
An additional item of discussion was the 

planting of daffodils along New Braintree 
roadsides. The project will be discussed with 
the New Braintree Revitalization Commit-
tee. 

Members of the community present at the 
Select Board meeting asked individuals to 
refrain from picking the daffodils currently 
along the roadside.

Howland retires from Select Board

NEW BRAINTREE – Story 
time will be held Mondays, May 
8 and May 22 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
New Braintree Public Library, 45 
Memorial Drive. 

The May 8 program will fea-
ture “The Pencil” by Allan Ahl-
berg and Bruce Ingman. The 
May 22 program will feature 
“Piglet Comes Home” by Melis-

sa Shapiro, DMV. 
This reading and crafts pro-

gram for preschool children is 
held twice a month on Mondays 
at the library. Parental supervi-
sion is required. 

People may call the library 
at 508-867-7650 during regular 
hours for more information.

New Braintree Library holds story times
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See that little “Member DIF” down there? Basically this 

means that your money is not only insured by the FDIC up 

to a certain value, but that ALL of your money is safe! That’s 

right, all deposits are 100% insured. When it comes to your 

money, this is the difference Country Bank can make. 

Open your account today at CountryBank.com!

DIF
MADE TO MAKE A

FERENCE

13064_CBM_Deposit Insurance_4.75x7_Ad_TurleyPPrs.indd   113064_CBM_Deposit Insurance_4.75x7_Ad_TurleyPPrs.indd   1

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

SPRING MENU
Check Out 

Our New Specials!

Friday 
Acoustics 
Are Back!

By Paula Ouimette 
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
Board of Selectmen rescinded a deci-
sion to give approval for the Rural Jus-
tice Network’s Small Town Pride festi-
val, to be held June 24.

At an earlier meeting, the Board had 
approved the event in its entirety, in-
cluding having drag performance, but 
this section of the event was rescinded 
at a meeting held on April 11.

On April 25, the Board revisited ap-
proval of the event again. 

Chair Jason Petraitis said the Board 
will first vote to rescind the request to 
approve the Small Town Pride event 
(without the drag performance); then 
vote to approve it with the drag perfor-
mance.

Petraitis said this was likely the last 
time the Board would vote on the event, 
which he said was a “polarizing topic.”

Following the unanimous rescission 
of the April 11 approval, both Petraitis 
and Vice-Chair John Tripp abstained 
from the vote to approve the event with 
drag performance, which failed to pass. 
Clerk Elizabeth “Brooke” Canada was 
the sole Board member to cast a vote, 
which was in favor of approving the 
event.

Petraitis said the RJN could still hold 
its event on the common despite not get-
ting the Board’s approval, as it is a free, 
open common.

“The Board is not required to give 
you permission to have your event on 
the common,” Petraitis said. 

This means the Small Town Pride 
event will still take place as planned on 
June 24 with the drag performance.

Petraitis read a statement from Town 
Counsel, which “strongly recommend-

ed” the Board include the drag per-
formance. Town Counsel referenced a 
letter from American Civil Liberties 
Union Foundation Attorney Ruth A. 
Bourquin which stated that the removal 
of drag performance “violates free ex-
pression rights.” 

Town Counsel stated in a letter to 
the Board that the ACLU, “has filed 
numerous lawsuits against the common-
wealth, cities and towns, in federal court 
over free speech and other constitution-
al claims,” and legal costs can run into 
tens of thousands of dollars.

Town Counsel stated that it was his 
opinion that the “imminently threat-
ened” threshold for a lawsuit against the 
town had been met. 

A resident shared concerns about al-
lowing the drag performance.

“If we can’t stand up to this assault 
on our children, especially on our young 
male children, what kind of people are 
we?” she said. 

She said she disagrees with Town 
Counsel’s opinion that the ACLU will 
sue the town if  the drag performance 
isn’t allowed.

Another resident said nobody is 
being made to attend the Small Town 
Pride festival. 

“If you don’t want to go, you don’t 
go,” he said.

Event organizers and supporters in 
attendance at the meetings said Small 
Town Pride is a “fun, feel-good, family 
friendly event that’s about bringing our 
community together.” 

“Drag performance has been a hall-
mark of the queer community and an 
outlet for members to express them-
selves openly and joyously for decades. 
The RJN does not intend to have any 
drag performance on June 24 that’s go-
ing to be provocative or inappropriate 
for children and families…We are really 

hopeful that we can move ahead with 
this in the most inclusive Small Town 
Pride possible in June, including with 
drag performances,” RJN President 
Tashena Marie said. 

Some residents expressed concerns 
for the safety of the people at the event, 
due to opposition and how far this story 
has spread through mainstream media.

An event supporter said the town’s 
Police Department is “top notch” and 
will protect and serve in the event any-
thing happens. 

“North Brookfield is a peaceful good 
town, people help each other, and no-
body is going to hurt each other,” she 
said.

Resignation
Dennis Kelly submitted his resigna-

tion from the Cultural Council, stating 
he does not have the time to dedicate to 
the position that it deserves. 

“Dennis has been an asset to the 
town with his input and volunteerism,” 
Petraitis said.

Annual town meeting
The annual town meeting warrant 

has 22 articles, which range from stan-
dard articles to ones addressing an earth 
removal and filling bylaw, special legisla-
tion to extend the age limitation for fire 
chief and deputy fire chief, electronic 
voting, as well as making mail-in voting 
as an option at all municipal elections.

Article 22 will see if  voters will sup-
port a new flag and seal for the com-
monwealth. 

The annual town meeting will be held 
on Friday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m., following 
the special town meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Veterans conference
Veterans’ Service Officer Holly Ku-

larski requested permission to register 
for the Massachusetts Veterans’ Service 
Officers Association Summer Confer-
ence from June 11-15 in Hyannis, using 

money from the Veterans Other Ex-
pense account. The account has a bal-
ance of $2,286.34.

The cost of the conference ranges 
from $752.24 for three nights to $902.24 
for four nights.

The Board approved covering the 
cost of four nights and Tripp thanked 
Kularski for all she does for the town’s 
veterans.

Water main flushing
The Water Department will be 

flushing water mains throughout town 
through May 19 to remove sediment 
buildup. It may cause temporary dis-
coloration of water, which could stain 
laundry.

Flushing will occur from 7:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. The daily schedule is posted 
on the Department’s Facebook page.

For more information, call 508-867-
0207.

Town Collector update
Only $700 of $7.2 million in real 

estate taxes committed remains uncol-
lected. Tripp thanked Town Collector 
Lisa Taylor for her diligence and com-
mitment, as well as those who paid their 
taxes.

Pride event, drag performance to be held without Board approval

NORTH BROOKFIELD – A 
tag sale at Christ Memorial Epis-
copal Church, 133 North Main St., 
will be held from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

There will be plants, puzzles, 
books, clothes, kid’s stuff, kitchen 
and household items, treasures, and 
more. Name your own price.

Rain date is May 13.

Church tag 
sale is May 6
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CURREN T

I am writing on behalf of everyone at 
Second Chance Animal Services to express 
our gratitude and appreciation for the over-
whelming support we received during the 
24th Annual Second Chance Dinner Auc-
tion. 

This event was a resounding success, and 
it would not have been possible without the 
generosity and dedication of our supporters.

The auction was held to raise funds to 
provide veterinary care for our shelter pets. 
With the help of our community, we were 
able to raise a record-breaking amount that 
will go directly towards providing care for 
the animals under our care.

We are particularly grateful to our spon-
sors including Tito’s Handmade Vodka and 
Joe Campisi, as well as all the auction item 
donors, and volunteers who made this event 
possible. Your contributions helped us ex-

ceed our fundraising goals and bring aware-
ness to our mission. 

The generosity shown by our community 
is a testament to the importance of animal 
welfare and highlights the significant role 
that animals play in our lives. We could not 
have achieved this success without the sup-
port of our community.

On behalf of Second Chance Animal 
Services, I extend a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who supported us during the 24th 
Annual Second Chance Animal Services 
Dinner Auction. Your contributions are ap-
preciated more than words can express.

Sincerely,
Lindsay Doray
Chief Development Officer
Second Chance Animal Services

It was a lot of fun to take advantage of 
the overcast days this week to get some 
transplanting done. 

Do you wonder why it is advantageous 
to undertake this task when it is cloudy, or 
even drizzling out? If your guess has to do 
with less stress on the plants, you are right 
on target. 

Read on for more about what kept me 
busy and why!!

I hope I am smarting up some when it 
comes to homegrown seedlings. This year, 
instead of growing 300 tomato plants (yes, I 
was a little kooky last year) I downsized to 
just under 70. 

Still enough for me to share but not so 
many that we have to have a brigade to get 
the many trays into the house each night that 
temperatures dip in my unheated greenhouse. 

The tomato seeds were sown in the third 
week or March and were transplanted into 6 
packs the second week of April. 

Recently, they started to show signs that 
they were ready to be potted into bigger con-
tainers.  Height was one give-away. Secondly, 
was a root ball that was pretty filled out but 
not quite root bound (roots swirling in a tight 
mass).

I lifted each plant from the cell of its 
6-pack and positioned the plant on the bot-
tom of a 4” pot and filled in with new potting 
soil.  

Tomatoes are unique in that they will 
make roots up the stem. 

After all the transplanting was done, I 
gave them a drink or fish emulsion/seaweed 
fertilizer to lessen any shock and provide 
them with a good boost. 

Because it was overcast, I was able to do 
this right in the greenhouse and keep them 
in there without worry that the sun or heat 
would be too much for plants that recently 
had their roots disturbed. 

On occasion, when I’ve been forced to get 
transplanting done during a sunny stretch, 
I would immediately water the plants then 
place the trays of plants in the shade to re-
cover for at least a day or two.

Now, a mention on temperature. Cloudy 
is one thing, and today with my greenhouse 
doors closed, 50 degrees outdoors meant a 
few degrees warmer inside. 

I would not keep tomato plants outside if  
temperatures were colder than fifty or they 
will start to show signs of distress. They are 
much happier at 55 to 60 degrees. 

So, for the next couple of weeks, (gasp) in 
and out they will go each day. 

Without a greenhouse would mean mov-
ing them around your windows to catch the 
sun, or placing them back under the grow 
lights until temperatures moderate. At least I 
am not moving 300 this year.

Overcast skies were also helpful when it 
came time to re-do one of my perennial bor-
ders. I did a soil test on this particular garden 
last year and followed the recommendations 
to increase nitrogen (blood meal) and potas-
sium (wood ashes). 

It is neat that the wood ashes do double 
duty to get the pH a little higher as well. 

Once the amendments were mixed in, I be-
gan lifting plants from the old garden, divid-
ing them up and replanting them in the new 
garden. Some of the plants were overgrown, 
hence the need for division. 

Second Chance Animal Services thanks supporters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

April showers make 
for great transplanting 
weather

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 6

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

It is almost May and this is the month 
ruby-throated hummingbirds usually re-
turn to this area. 

Some people already put out nectar 
feeders in anticipation of their return. I will 
put out a nectar feeder this weekend. I usu-
ally see the males first, then the females.

The ruby-throated hummingbird is the 
only hummingbird found in Eastern North 
America.

These birds are only 3 ½ inches long and 
are green. The male has a black head, iri-
descent red throat, which may appear black 
and a white breast and belly. 

The female is green with a whitish throat 
and underbelly. Eyes and bills are black.

Hummingbirds eat flower nectar, insects, 
spiders and sap form sapsucker drilled 
holes. They come to hummingbird feeders. 

In spring, the male defends a territory of 
about ¼ acre. 

In dive displays, he flies in a U shape, 
rising about 10 to 20 feet on both sides. It 
resembles the swinging of a pendulum. 

After mating, the female lays two white 
eggs in cup shaped nest of plant down, bud 
scales, covered with lichens, bound with 
spider’s silk and placed on a small, hori-
zontal limb.

Ruby-throated hummingbirds, both 

male and female, near migration, will tem-
porarily defend a food source such as nec-
tar feeders. They migrate 600 miles across 
the Gulf of Mexico, having stored enough 
food to make the crossing.

Hummingbirds make varied chips and 
twittering noises. Their wings make a whir-
ring or humming noise, which is how they 
got their name. 

When I refill a nectar feeder and return 
to hang it out, I often hear their humming 
wings, or I will see them perched on a near-
by branch. 

Nectar
I mix ¼ cup white sugar to 1 cup water. 

The mixture should be brought to a boil to 
ensure all the sugar dissolves and to elimi-
nate bacteria. 

Cool the mixture before setting it out. 
It also can be kept in the refrigerator for 

about a week. It is important to keep nectar 
feeders clean and change the mixture fre-
quently. 

I prefer the nectar feeders that have a 
moat on top to fill with water to deter ants. 

I have several larger birds, who drink 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male ruby-throated hummingbird

See BACKYARD   I   PAGE 6
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BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for 
the following School Choice openings for the 2023-2024 school year: 

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to 
provide positive educational experiences for all of our students through 
quality programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.

The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, June 2, 2023.

The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of 
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of 
available spaces.   There will be two drawings for this purpose.  The first 
will take place on June 2, 2023, and in the event of unexpected additional 
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 4, 2023.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at 
www.belchertownps.org 

or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.  

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any 
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national 

origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap, 
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English 

language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Grade K                       2

Grade 1                       4

Grade 3                       4

Grade 4                       4 

Grade 5                       1

Grade 7                         10   

Grade 8                         10  

Grade 9                         5  

Grade 10                       5  

CLUES ACROSS
1. Dull and flat
6. Baking measurement 

(abbr.)
9. Education-based 

groups
13. Not behind
14. Runners run them
15. Japanese ankle sock
16. Grave
17. Japanese industrial 

city
18. People of southern 

Ghana
19. Particular designs
21. Device fitted to 

something
22. Infections
23. Pirates’ preferred 

alcohol
24. Expression of 

sympathy
25. Rock guitarist’s tool
28. Neither
29. Ancient city of Egypt
31. You __ what you sow
33. Ruined
36. Narrations

38. Body art (slang)
39. Fencing sword
41. Apartment buildings
44. Type of missile
45. Fathers
46. Extremely high 

frequency
48. Type of school
49. Incorrect letters
51. Two-year-old sheep
52. Nasty manner
54. One who accepts 

a bet
56. Indian prince
60. Asian country
61. Rhythmic patterns in 

Indian music
62. “Uncle Buck” actress 

Hoffmann
63. Detailed criteria
64. Son of Shem
65. Talked wildly
66. Discount
67. Not good
68. Growing out

CLUES DOWN
1. Actor Damon

2. A call used to greet 
someone

3. Part-time employee
4. Emaciation
5. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
6. Gains possession of
7. Relaxing spaces
8. 23rd star in a 

constellation
9. Northern grouse
10. Monetary unit of 

Bangladesh
11. Manila hemp
12. Unites muscle to bone
14. Makes deep cuts in
17. 18-year period 

between eclipses
20. Member of a people 

inhabiting southern 
Benin

21. Synthetic rubbers
23. Unwelcome rodent
25. Expression of creative 

skill
26. Some is red
27. Seems less in 

impressive

29. Harry Kane’s team
30. Gland secretion
32. Action of feeling 

sorrow
34. Disallow
35. Deceptive movement
37. More dried-up
40. Crimson
42. Actress Ryan
43. Adherents of a main 

branch of Islam
47. Accomplished 

American president
49. Side of a landform 

facing an advancing 
glacier

50. Sheep breed
52. Appetizer
53. Broadway actress 

Daisy
55. Influential film critic
56. NY Giants ownership 

family
57. Type of script
58. Assist
59. London park
61. Bar bill
65. In reply indicator

JustServe organizes 
volunteers to document 
gravestones

 
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – A group of people 
joined together at Pine Grove Cemetery 
on Earth Day to continue a documenta-
tion project that started last spring.

Using the BillionGraves app, volun-
teers carefully cleaned and wet grave-
stones in order to take photos using the 
app. The app records both the GPS lo-
cation of the gravestone, as well as the 

inscription on it.
Pine Grove Cemetery dates back to 

1746, and began as just one acre. Over 
the centuries it has been added onto sev-
eral times, and now covers 25 acres.

Its one of three cemeteries undergo-
ing this documentation, with the others 
being in Pittsfield and West Springfield.

Members of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints have led 
the effort both years, organized through 
JustServe.

JustServe is a service provided by the 
Church, and is a resource to connect 
any nonprofit or organization to volun-
teers without any cost or obligation.

“It’s a gift to the community,” Just-
Serve Lead Administrator Zana Hatch 

Cemetery project continues for second year

said. 
According to the JustServe.org web-

site, the resource can be used by orga-
nizations to post service opportunities 
and publicize their needs and it also 
connects volunteers to service opportu-
nities. 

“The mission is helping people con-
nect with their ancestors,” Hatch said of 
the documentation project. “With the 
BillionGraves app, it has the GPS capa-
bility and can connect people from all 
over the world using the website famil-
ysearch.org.”

Despite cool and windy weather, 
16 volunteers took part in the project, 
including members of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in 
North Brookfield, residents, and even 
people from out of state.

Elder Thulin and Elder Barriball are 
based out of Manchester, New Hamp-
shire but have traveled all over New En-
gland for 17 months. 

For more information about Just-
Serve or to find a volunteer opportunity, 
visit JustServe.org. Elder Barriball, right, cleans and wets a gravestone so Elder Thulin can take a photo of it using the Billion-

Graves phone app.

Elder Thulin (left) and Elder Barriball (right) document gravestones with Cemetery Commissioner Cynthia 
Baxter. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)
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MA Lic. #107

WEDnesday, MAY 31 AT 12:00 PM
CONDUCTED AT LEWIS FIELD – 4 MAIN STREET

TOWN O F  B RO O KFI ELD

Absolute AUCTION

Sullivan-Auctioneers.com • 617-350-7700

TERMS OF AUCTION: Deposits as indicated by BANK CHECK 
payable to “TOWN OF BROOKFIELD or Name of Bidder”.

8% Buyer’s premium.  Balance due in 30 days.
Call or visit web for more info.

FEATURED PARCELS – $2,500 DEPOSIT TO BID

ADDITIONAL PARCELS – $500 DEPOSIT TO BID
11 Kimball Street 6.C-0002-0059.0 2.38± Acres

16 Hobbs Ave 5.D-0000-0018.0 12,196± sf

3 Lakeview Ave 5.E-0000-0111.0 2,482± sf

85 Allen Rd 2.D-0000-0001.B 7.59± Acres

7 Cottonwood Rd 2.B-0000-0044.0 21,344± sf

42 Webber Rd 3.A-0000-0049.A 6.51± Acres

ADDRESS PARCEL ID(S) LOT SIZE

12 Main Street 6.C-0001-0148.0 9,975± sf w/dwelling

33 River Street 6.C-0002-0003.0 14,897± sf w/dwelling

8 Hayden Ave &
5 Lincoln Street Ext

6.C-0002-0006.A
6.C-0002-0005.A

2 Lots Together
Total 27,442± sf

60 Town Farm Rd 4.B-0000-0003.0 14,984± Lot
(Former house lot)

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT COMPLETE
PEST SOLUTIONS

Protecting you and your home from all of those 
pesky insects, rodents, and wildlife. 

Services for mosquitoes, ticks, wasps, ants, 
bedbugs, mice/rats,
 raccoons, squirrels, 

and many more! 

Call me today to schedule 
a FREE inspection! 

Bryan Boucher
(978) 660-3345

email: bryanb@completepestsolution.com

water from the moat. I even have downy woodpeckers 
that drink nectar.

Nesting bluebirds
A Belchertown resident said he saw a nesting pair 

of bluebirds in his yard, so he built a bluebird house 
and now the pair call the bird house home. He suc-
ceeded in his quest to attract bluebirds to his yard.

Pileated woodpeckers
The Belchertown resident also has pileated wood-

peckers at his feeders. I often hear pileated woodpeck-
ers calling or hammering away on a tree, but I rarely 
see one. 

The other day, I heard the call and looked up to see 
one fly from my yard to the woods across the street. 

Ospreys
I received an email this week. The writer visited the 

site in Wilbraham where osprey had nested previously. 
He said, “I saw two osprey at a nest on a light pole. 

I don’t thing they are incubation eggs because one bird 

brought a stick to the nest while I was there and both 
birds left the nest which I don’t think would happen if  
incubation had started.” 

He said for anyone wanting to go see this nest the 
best place to view the nest is from the Wilbraham Se-
nior Center parking lot and park on the side of the lot 
facing the playing fields. There are stick nests on three 
light poles. 

He said, “The nest I saw the birds at was the right 
most light pole as viewed from the Wilbraham Senior 
Center.” I think I will take a road trip to Wilbraham.

Other birds
An Oakham couple saw the first grackle of the 

year last week. I had a male goldfinch in bright yellow 
plumage perched on my feeder pole recently. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD   I  FROM PAGE 4

Using a sharp shovel, I simply sliced them down 
the middle of the clump and if  needed, divided the 
halves into quarters. Now lots of roots were severed in 
the process, so cloudy skies and the rain that followed 
really helped to settle the plants into their new locale 
without shock. 

The garden is a collection of plants that butterflies 
love. I have a butterfly bush in the corner that is 3 years 
old. That one really frigid night we had where tempera-
tures dipped into the negative double digits killed off  
top growth, but I am hopeful that growth will return 
from the crown. 

Hopefully, I will see that over the next two to three 
weeks. What did you accomplish over these cloudy 
days?

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 31 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – School Committee 
member Matt Grant said he thinks they need to look 
at school security as a whole, including if  having a 
school resource officer would be beneficial. 

Concerns about central office security as well as 
upgrades to the cameras were discussed at the School 
Committee’s April 24 meeting.

Vice-Chair Ronald Ryel said he would like to see a 
report about security weaknesses by next month. 

“It would be good to have a prepared document,” 
he said.

Interim Superintendent Tim McCormick said he 
has talked to Police Chief Mark Smith about applying 
for a grant to fund an SRO to be split between both 
schools. 

“I think a shared SRO would be affordable for the 
district,” he said. “I just want to give a lot of apprecia-
tion to our Police Department. I think they do a great 
job working with our staff and our students.”

He credited the Police Department for working 
with school staff and students, as well as conducting 
ALICE Training (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, 
Evacuate) to prepare for active shooter situations.

McCormick said they all take school safety very se-
riously, and that the possibility of pursuing this grant 
is another option they can look into. 

School Committee members stressed the impor-
tance of the SRO building a relationship with students 
and being a support.

Recognitions
Chair Timothy Canada recognized Grant for his 

time on the Committee. Grant did not seek re-election 
for this term.

“I want to thank Matt for the work he’s done in his 
time here on the School Committee,” Canada said.

McCormick recognized first grade teacher Michael 
Shelburne for organizing the Earth Day event. Ele-
mentary School Principal Sarah Priestley also recog-
nized Shelburne, and thanked the Police Department 
for donating 43 bicycle helmets during the event.

McCormick thanked Student Council Advisor 
Caitlin Malone and the Student Council for organiz-
ing the Lip Sync event, which has been a longtime tra-
dition in North Brookfield.

He also congratulated Student Council member 
Jake Standrowicz for his successful campaign to run 
for secretary of Central Massachusetts student coun-
cils. 

“He’s been one of biggest leaders in this school for 
the past couple years,” McCormick said.

Student Council report
Student Council representative Olivia Giangrande 

said there has been a lot going on this month.
The spring conference in Hyannis was attended by 

Student Council members, where they campaigned for 
Standrowicz’s position as secretary, attended a work-
shop and voted for new regional executive board mem-
bers.

“We are very proud to announce that Jake won the 
election,” she said. 

Standrowicz campaigned against seven other stu-
dents. 

Before April vacation, the Student Council host-
ed spirit week and the Lip Sync contest. The Class of 
2024 won the Lip Sync contest for the second year in 
a row.

Giangrande thanked all class advisors and judges. 
She also thanked their chairs for all of their hard work 
planning the event.

“They were a big help in making that day a success,” 
she said.

The Student Council is now preparing for Teacher 
Appreciation Week, which is May 8-12. 

The Junior Conference with sixth graders will be 
held May 16. The Student Council will be running 
workshops and energizers and teaching sixth graders 
about how Student Council runs. 

“This is a great opportunity for sixth graders to get 
a taste of the way Student Council runs our events, 
and how larger-scale Student Council events are run,” 
Giangrande said. 

She said the Student Council continues to sell con-
cessions outside during softball games.

Giangrande encouraged people to follow the Stu-
dent Council on social media and attend its meetings.

Exit survey
Canada presented a draft exit survey to give to fam-

ilies leaving the district. He said it will be electronic, 
and take a minimum of five minutes to complete.

Canada said he expects to have the final version 
done by the next meeting.

Donations
The School Committee accepted a $200 donation 

from Shutterfly/Lifetouch for school photos; just over 
$1,500 from Reading for Education for the Elementa-
ry School; and six computer monitors and over nine 
rolling chairs.

2023-2024 school calendar
The School Committee approved the school calen-

dar for the 2023-2024 school year. 
McCormick said they went from four to three pro-

fessional development days. There will still be four half  
days. 

The school year would start for teachers on Aug. 28 
and 29, and students would return to school Aug. 30.

For the 2023-2024 school year, the last day of 
school without snow days would be June 12, and with 
five snow days it would be June 20. The last day will 
be a half day. 

Transportation bid
McCormick said the school district’s current trans-

portation provider, AA Transportation, was the only 
bidder. He said they were able to spread the contract 
over five years. 

The Committee approved the contract. 
Recycling program

McCormick said the schools received $4,000 of 
American Rescue Plan Act funds from the Board of 
Health to re-start their recycling program. 

School security and resource officer discussed
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CUT FREE .........................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK BUTTS ....................

USDA INSP. 

$188
lb

SALE DATES: 5/4/23-5/10/23

$177

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST.................

$189

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$484
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL or ROAST ..........

49¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PACK 

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SEAMAZZ ORANGE ROUGHY
FILLETS WILD CAUGHT 12 OZ ......

$325
lb

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

ea

$148
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK. ...........
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$299

$777
lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST............
USDA INSP. 2 LB BOX

KAYEM HOT DOGS ...........

$777
lb

FAMILY
PAK $177

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ..............

$399
lb

$299

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN STEAKS

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

$479
lb

Sportsmen’s Club hosts annual fishing derby

Landon Milner, shown with his dad Justin, won a new fishing net for his 
catch at the annual fishing derby at Town Forest Park. (Turley Publications 
Photos by Paula Ouimette)

Grace Flamand and her brother Matthew Flamand (shown with parents 
Jamie and Julie) were both prizes winners.

Nathan Ward won a new fishing pole. Eleanor Briggs shows off her rainbow trout-themed tackle box that 
she won.

Shown from left are fishing derby participants Nathan Ward, Jayden Garvin, Olivia Ward and Andrew Ward.

Members of the North Brookfield Police Association raffled off this grill and gave away hot dogs, donuts, 
snacks and drinks to derby participants. Shown from left are Sergeant David Churchey, Patrolman Jeff Martin 
and Patrolman Mark Sawyer. 

Jamie Flamand pulls in a fish after the derby ended.
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(formerly Country Curtains) to go over any details, 
take a group photo and move out to their assigned po-
sitions. 

The Citizens Emergency Response Teams of Stur-
bridge and Charlton were present in force to direct 
traffic at Turners Field and at the finish as well. CERT 
are volunteers who serve under police supervision.

The Lions were ready to sign up the entrants. Soon 
they started arriving with canoes and kayaks.

The Quinebaug is not the most placid of streams, 
but neither is it a rushing torrent. There is a dam west 
of the starting point for the race and the evening be-
fore, it was opened. 

The stream was at flood mid-morning. Entrants 
would have to paddle with vigor in the maelstrom.

The field to the right started to sprout kayaks and 
canoes of different makes and styles. It was first come 
first serve for the numbers that would determine the 
order of the race.

There were 43 registrants who signed up. 
That was a nice increase over last year, but not as 

much as years ago. Still, it was welcome and may there 
be more in the future.

Many, but not all wore helmets, and some would 
have GoPro cameras mounted on hard hats. The tiny 
camera allows one to film the race while proceeding 
along the river. 

The video can be streamed in real time to friends 
and relatives and/or recorded.

There is no prescribed uniform of the day and attire 
differed among the entrants. Like last year there were a 
couple of crafts with crews attired in costumes. 

This time, a mom and son team were dressed as 
M&Ms, and a couple of young men were garbed as 
bananas. All four knew each other through Scouts and 
were the most colorful of all the contestants.

The starting time of 11:01 arrived and boat #1 lis-
tened to the count down and duly took off when he 
heard the word “go.” The canoe was a trim serious 
looking craft, and it moved out sharply, being paddled 
strenuously by the solo crew member.

From then on, boats would enter the water once ev-
ery minute until the last craft was on its way.

There was a small bit of confusion as two registered 
boats 11 and 12 did not show up. The crisis was solved 
by just moving up another two.

Number 13 went in correctly, but went over in the 
drink. Surely the superstitious are feeling vindicated.

Amateur radio licensee (or “ham”) KC1RDH, Deb 
would call on her hand-held radio to Ken Rozzen, 
KB1HXO, her husband who would relay the info to 
the other hams along the route to watch for problems. 
Other than a few paddlers who overturned, there were 
none. Ken and Deb were assisted by another Ham, 
Tim Graves, KC1RZE.

After the last boat took off, sweeper canoes went 
in the water. Their task was to make sure nothing had 
happened in that some contestants had been left be-
hind. 

Again, this year, no reported problems.
Time to say goodbye to Turners Field as the scene 

of action shifted to the Westville Dam Recreation 
Area where the boats started arriving at the landing.

There the Lions tent was set up with a board at the 
back to record finishers as they arrived. The Corps of 
Engineers had a presence and Sturbridge Boy Scouts 
handled traffic.

The boats continued to arrive until all had finished,
The winners in the Two Person Racing Canoe were 

Andrew Tenbusch and Skip Conant.
The winner in the category of Two Man Recre-

ational Canoe was the team of Lucas Savoy and Elisha 
Jameson.

The victors in Mixed Recreational Canoe would be 
Amy Thornton and Mark Risinger while JR/SR Rec-
reational Canoe honors went to Ian and Craig Wall. 

Rick Howard took honors for One Man Recre-
ational Canoe again this year and in the Masters, or 
those over 45 years of age, Pete Bradley and Katie 
Cook came in first.

In the Long Category, Jerry Madore was victorious 
while Keith Duggan won the short.

The bump up in participation was encouraging, and 
as usual, the racers seemed to enjoy the event, even 
the two who capsized while yelling loudly. With a lit-
tle luck, they will be back next year in 2024 and bring 
more entrants with them.

RIVER RACE   I  FROM PAGE 1

The Quaboag Valley Amateur Radio Club served as the communications team. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY)

Lions Club members staffed the command tent at the Sturbridge Lions 
All American River Race this past Sunday.

Boats start to arrive for the race.

Mother and son of the M&M team were ready to race.

The Banana Boys were ready to go. There was wild water at the spillway.

The Community Emergency Response Team assisted at the event.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHARLTON — Quaboag 
senior Nate Church pitched 
an outstanding game in a one 
run loss at Tantasqua last May. 
The righthander put together 
another dazzling performance 
on the mound in a non-league 
game at Bay Path last Friday 
afternoon, but once again the 
Cougars wound up one run 
short.

With one-out in the bottom 
of the eighth inning, sopho-
more Jacob Delvalle, who was 
Bay Path’s starting pitcher, 
blasted a run scoring double to 
left field, as the Minutemen cel-
ebrated a 3-2 walk off victory. 

“Nate pitched an incredible 
game today,” said Quaboag 
head coach Brian Guimond. 
“He didn’t allow an earned run 
for the first 7 1/3 innings. He 
pitched a similar type of game 
at Tantasqua last year, but this 
was probably his best overall 
performance. He gave up three 
earned runs in the Tantasqua 
game and he only allowed one 
earned run in today’s game.”    

Church, who retired 16 
consecutive Bay Path batters, 
threw close to 115 pitches, 
which is the maximum number 
of pitches a pitcher is allowed 
to throw in a varsity game. He 
allowed three runs (one earned) 
on just three base hits. He also 
walked two and recorded six 
strikeouts. 

The Cougars played a base-
ball game at Bay Path, which 
sits atop Muggett Hill in Charl-
ton, for the first time since Gui-
mond has been coaching the 
varsity team. 

When the two teams faced 
each other last April in War-
ren, it wasn’t a very close affair 
as the Minutemen posted a 
15-4 win.  

With a little bit of luck, 
Quaboag (3-5), who defeated 
David Prouty and Southbridge 
last week, could’ve entered 
May with an above .500 record. 
They also lost a one run home 
game to Oxford, 5-4, on April 
11. 

“There are games on your 
schedule you think that you 
can win. There are a few oth-

Church 
pitches 
well in 
Quaboag 
loss

See  CHURCH   I   PAGE 11

Unified track competes

BARRE – For the second 
season, Quabbin is hosting Uni-
fied boys and girls track. Last 
week, the Panthers were in ac-
tion. Quabbin will be hosting the 
league meet later this month.

Tyler Gregory at the long jump while his coach looks on. Luke Salvadore cheers for Ryan Morin as he crosses the 
finish line. PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY

Chad Plouffe finishes the 440 meter.

Panthers defeat Narragansett

Lily Carlson sticks the landing in the long jump. PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY Bella Smith crosses the finish line in the 4 by 400 meter relay.

Angelina Feliciano hands the baton to Liberty Osowski in the 
4 by 400 meter relay.

Kaeliana Boucher has her debut as a pole vaulter.

 BARRE – Last Wednes-
day afternoon, Quabbin girls 
track defeated visiting Narra-
gansett 101-42. The Panthers 
had an overwhelming showing 
with Marilyn Giese, Natalia 
Marchand, and Bella Smith 
all scoring double individual 
wins for Quabbin. Giese took 
the javelin and 100 meter, 
Marchand took the high jump 
and 200 meter, and Smith cap-
tured wins in the triple jump 
and 400 meter.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—Several members of the 
Pathfinder Tech varsity baseball team 
played for the Ware junior varsity team 
when they were in the seventh and 
eighth grades. 

When the crosstown rivals battled 
each other at historic Memorial Field, 
it wasn’t a very memorable homecom-
ing game for the Pioneers players who 
reside in Ware. 

The Indians, who overcame an early 
2-0 deficit, scored nine runs in the fourth 
inning leading to a 13-2 non-league vic-
tory on Saturday, April 22. The only 
meeting of the regular season between 
the two squads ended after 4 ½ innings 
due to the 10-run mercy rule.  

“I’ve known the Pathfinder players 
from Ware since they were little kids. 
They played on our j.v. team when they 
were in the seventh and eighth grades,” 
said longtime Ware varsity baseball 
coach Scott Slattery. “We do wish that 
they were playing for our baseball team 
this year, but they decided to go to Path-
finder for the vocations.”

The Pathfinder Tech players, who live 
in Ware, are sophomore third baseman 
Trevor Millet, senior first baseman Jesse 
Cygan, and sophomore lefthander Tim 
Russell, who was the Pioneers starting 
pitcher against Ware. 

The home victory improved the Indi-
ans overall season record to 5-2.

“I’ve never lost to Pathfinder in base-
ball since I’ve been the varsity coach,” 
Slattery added. “We’ve been getting bet-
ter in every game that we’ve played this 
season.”  

Six of the nine batters in the Indians 
batting order scored two runs.

The benefactor of the run support 
was junior righthander John Mumper, 
who was the winning pitcher for Ware. 
He allowed two runs on two base hits. 
He struck out ten batters and didn’t 

issue any walks in 4 2/3 innings. The 
only reason why Mumper didn’t pitch a 
complete game was because of the pitch 
count rule.          

“We took John out at 70 pitches be-
cause he only needs three days rest be-
fore making his next start,” Slattery said. 
“If he threw over 70 pitches, he would 
need four days of rest and he wouldn’t 
be able to pitch in the game at Palmer on 
Wednesday night.  

Mumper left the game with two outs 
and two strikes on a batter in the top of 
the fifth inning. Freshman righthander 
Kyle Kaczuwka threw a first pitch strike, 
which ended the ballgame.   

“I wish that I could’ve pitched the 
whole game, but I’m just happy that 
we got the win,” Mumper said. “We fell 
behind in the first inning, but I settled 
down after that.”  

The Pioneers (5-3), who were missing 
four starters, took a 2-0 lead in the top 
of the first inning with a little bit of help 
from the Indians defense.

With one-out in the frame, Millet 
hit a flyball, which was misplayed by 
the leftfielder, and he wound up at third 
base. Then Russell hit a moon shot to 
right field for a triple. Millet scored eas-
ily and Russell also came home on the 
play following a throwing error. 

Mumper retired the next two batters 
on a ground ball and a strikeout.

Pathfinder only had two more base 
runners during their final four at-bats. 
freshman catcher Jarret Skowyra sin-
gled to center with one-out in the third 
before being thrown out trying to steal 
second by junior catcher Dylan Sut-
kaitis.  Sophomore shortstop Brayden 
Mega was hit-by-a-pitch with two outs 
in the fourth. 

Ware took a 3-2 lead in the bottom 
of the first inning. 

Mumper reached base leading off  
the frame following a throwing error by 
the shortstop. Then his younger brother, 
Jason, who’s a sophomore right fielder, 

drew a walk. After the next batter hit a 
pop-up caught by Russell, Kyle Kaczu-
wka, who started at first base, and his 
older brother Nathan, who’s a sopho-
more third baseman, tied the score with 
back-to-back RBI singles. Then a bunt 
hit by senior leftfielder Owen Welsh 
scored the go-ahead run.

Two innings later, the Indians scored 
a controversial run.      

Sutkaitis lined a base hit into left with 
one-out in the third. He tried stretching 
it into a triple but was initially called out 
by the home plate umpire after being 
tagged by Millet. Because the Pathfind-
er second baseman had interfered with 
Sutkaitis at second base, the base um-
pire called obstruction and he was safe 
at third base.

“I’ve never seen that called in a game 
before tonight,” said Pathfinder head 
coach Paul Bouthiller. “My second 
baseman was just covering second base 
and the runner ran into him. It was a 
bad call by the umpire. We just didn’t 
play very well after that.”    

Sutkaitis scored on a wild pitch that 
sailed to the backstop giving the home 
team a 4-0 lead. 

The Indians put the game out of 
reach by scoring nine runs in the follow-
ing inning. 

The two biggest hits of that frame 
were two run singles by John Mumper 
and freshman shortstop Brady Gui-
mond.

The Cougars are scheduled to make a 
visit to Memorial Field on May 17.

Nathan Kaczuwka also contributed 

with an RBI single during Ware’s fourth 
inning rally. Kyle Kaczuwka had a sac-
rifice fly. The Indians other three runs 
scored on two wild pitches and a throw-
ing error. 

Pioneers fall in five to Ware

Jarrett Skowyra slides into second.

Tim Russell pitches for the Pioneers. Hunter Griswold smothers a ground ball. Tage Valliere fields a slow roller.

Ethan Nompleggi slides into third base.

Zander Auffrey makes the catch in right. PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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er games on the schedule that you need 
to play well in order to win,” Guimond 
said. “This was one of the games that 
we needed to play well in to win. We do 
have some talented players on this year’s 
team, but we just have to put it all to-
gether now.”    

Despite finishing last week with a 
below .500 record, the Cougars were 
ranked 12th in the inaugural MIAA Di-
vision 5 power rankings. Oxford is the 
top ranked team in Division 5, while 
Bay Path (8-2), which is a vocational 
school, is ranked fifth in the Division 
4 power rankings. The top 32 teams in 
each Division automatically qualify 
for the statewide baseball tournament, 
which is scheduled to begin on June 2. 
All the other baseball teams who finish 
the regular season with a .500 or bet-
ter record will also qualify for the state 
tournament.     

Things didn’t start off very well for 
the visiting team in last Friday’s contest, 
as they committed four errors during 
the first three innings. 

After a two base throwing error and 
wild pitch put a runner on third base, 
Bay Path took a 1-0 lead in the bottom 
of the first inning following a sacrifice 
fly by senior first baseman Matt Rousa-
kos. 

The home team had a chance to 
score another run during the opening 
frame, but Quaboag junior shortstop 
Matt Tiberri did make an outstanding 
fielding play on a groundball behind 
second base before throwing a strike to 
junior first baseman Ryan Fernandez 
for the final out of the inning.        

The Minutemen added another run 
two innings later with the help of anoth-
er miscue made by the Cougars defense.

This time, senior shortstop Zack 
Fritze hit a grounder to third, but he 
wound up standing at second base fol-
lowing another two base throwing error. 
Fritze crossed the plate when Delvalle 
hit a single into center field, which was 
the first base hit of the game given up 
by Church.

Even though the Minutemen held a 
2-0 lead, they did strand four runners 
in scoring position during the first three 
innings, which kept the Cougars within 
striking distance. They also had another 
tagged out at the plate by senior catcher 
Brendan Burke, who’s planning to play 
college football at W.P.I. next fall. 

Delvalle, who’s a righty, dominated 
on the mound during the first four in-
nings. He allowed just three singles and 
had nine strikeouts without issuing a 
walk. He was replaced by junior righty 
Nolan Libby before the start of the fifth 
inning.

The Cougars put together a two out 
rally in that frame. 

Following back-to-back singles by 
junior right fielder Thomas Robidoux 
and senior centerfielder Drew Martinez, 
senior second baseman Chase Potvin, 
who went 4-for-4 in the road game, hit a 
flyball double to left field which brought 
home both runners. 

“Chase had a very big game at the 
plate today,” Guimond said. “At the 
beginning of the season, he was hitting 
the ball hard, but was getting no results. 
He has been getting some good results 
during our past couple of games, which 
is nice to see.”   

After Potvin advanced to third base 
on a wild pitch, the Cougars faithful 
supporters, who were sitting behind the 
backstop, thought he had scored the go-
ahead run on another wild pitch. How-
ever, Fernandez was hit by a pitch and 
Potvin was sent back to third base. 

It wound up being a big play in the 
game, as the next batter struck out end-
ing the Cougars rally.

Church, who set down the final three 
batters of the third inning, retired the 
side in order in the fourth, fifth, sixth, 
and seventh innings. He also retired the 
first batter in the bottom of the eighth 
on a groundout to second before Zack 
Fritze doubled to right and scored the 
game winning run on Delvalle’s double.           

It was a disappointing ending to an 
exciting ballgame for the Cougars.

CHURCH   I  FROM PAGE 1

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

Dgagon@turley.com

WARREN – Student Council mem-
bers Arianna Belen and Gage Lane 
recognize student accomplishments 
throughout the school at the School 
Committee’s April 24 meeting. 

Fifty students attended the Europe 
trip and were granted an opportunity 
to visit Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 
Italy and France while learning about 
other cultures and historical sights. 

“It was very fun [I] had a great time,” 
said Lane. 

He said his favorite part was visiting 
the Eiffel Tower.

One committee member asked what 
Lane’s experience was visiting a concen-
tration camp.

Lane said it was “very intense to just 
take it in… you can just feel the history 
behind it. It was cool in a way but also 
very terrifying.”

An eighth-grade student presented a 
PowerPoint highlighting the experiences 
the eighth graders shared on their four-
day Washington D.C. trip. 

Principal Stephen Duff said “our 
kids were phenomenal…Our tour 
guides said they really haven’t had a 
group of kids that have responded so 
well under these circumstances.

“Our kids were attentive, polite and 
respectful,” he said.

Students visited landmarks and his-

torical monuments such as the Wash-
ington Monument, the World War II 
monument, the John F. Kennedy burial 
site and the Holocaust museum.

Duff said there were some students 
who had visited the Holocaust museum 
as eighth graders and are now in elev-
enth grade visiting the concentration 
camps in Germany. 

“You go into the Holocaust museum 
in Washington D.C. and it’s very mov-
ing and overwhelming but to try and 
compare a concentration camp to the 
Holocaust were two very different emo-
tional feelings,” said Duff. 

The students of the eighth-grade trip 
also visited the U.S capitol building and 
met with state Congressman Richard 
Neal. 

Student recognitions
Hunter Sherman won first place in 

the annual eighth grade science fair a 
few weeks ago. 

Students were required to develop 
a hypothesis, conduct experiments and 
come to a conclusion. 

Sherman’s project was based on aero-
dynamics and explored “what wing style 
produced the most lift.”

He designed three different models, 
all with different distances between the 
lowest and highest leading point on the 
wings. Sherman said he believed the 
largest wing would produce the most lift 
at a low speed. 

“I produced a wind tunnel, and I 
found all the scale speeds to the size of 

the wing itself…I went through every 
speed my wind tunnel could produce 
and marked down what I got for the 
lift,” said Sherman. He then compared 
them and found the averages. 

Sherman’s hypothesis was proven 
correct. 

One School Committee member was 
also a judge at the science fair and said, 
“this was by far, the best presentation I 
saw.”

Sherman advanced to compete at 
Black Stone Valley Tech.

Although Sherman said he wants to 
be a CNC machinist, he said he chose 
this project because he wanted to win. 

Another honorable mention noted 
included Bella Grover’s recognition in a 
publication as a rising track star. 

Antonio Congelos was also recog-
nized for landing an internship with 
state Rep. Todd Smola after traveling to 
the State House in Boston on March 31. 

Fire academy students
The Warren Fire Department and 

West Brookfield Fire Department part-
nered together to provide students ac-
cess to their 100-foot ladder trucks, as 
well as teach students how to use the 
bucket to save victims. 

Five Quaboag Regional High School 
students will be sworn in as volunteer 
firefighters this year. 

Student events
The seniors are counting down the 

days until graduation, with only 24 left.
The junior class is preparing for their 

junior dinner dance and are selling tick-
ets for $85. 

A carwash fundraiser for the boost-

er club will take place Saturday, May 8 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. with air fresheners 
and raffle baskets for sale. 

It will cost $10 per car and $15 per 
SUV or truck. 

There will also be a cornhole tourna-
ment on May 6 at the school from 3-5 
p.m. All high schoolers are welcome. 

Grant report
Chris Desjardins of TMS, Inc. pre-

sented a grant report before the School 
Committee. 

“The grants are being spent out… 
pretty much all of the requisitions I’ve 
improved over the last couple of weeks 
have been granted out so that’s a good 
thing,” he said.

Desjardins addressed a negative 
grant balance as presented in the report, 
stating there is $24,000 encumbered at 
this time. 

Another contribution to the negative 
balance could be caused by the fact that 
there is a multi-year grant.

“A lot of times they pay a person 
from a grant in year one and they don’t 
expect to pay them in year two,” said 
Desjardins. 

He said at the end of the year when 
the grant is over, he will transfer the neg-
ative amount to a different grant which 
will “basically take care of issue.”

One Committee member pointed out 
the grant allocation from fiscal year 23 
“came to a grand total of $3,063,720…
that’s quite an accomplishment for 
Madeline [Smola].”

“I applaud her for a lot of hard 
work,” they said.

Quaboag students recognized for accomplishments

STURBRIDGE – The Joshua Hyde 
Public Library, 306 Main St., lists up-
coming events and programs for the 
month of May.

For more information or registra-
tion, visit sturbridgelibrary.org, call 
508-347-2512 or email sturbridgejhpl@
cwmars.org.

Afternoon book discussion
Afternoon book discussion for adults 

will be held on Tuesday, May 9 at 1 p.m. 
The book is “The Narrowboat Sum-

mer” by Anne Youngson. Books may be 
picked up at the library. 

No registration required. 
Guided meditation

Guided meditation for adults with 
Sylvia Murphy will be held on Wednes-
day, May 10 at 6:15 p.m. Meditations 
for relaxation and healing to assist you 
in releasing stress and anxiety. PinkH-
ippy.org is a) nonprofit charitable orga-
nization. 

Registration is required. Please call 
or text 508-304-3463 to reserve your 
space.

Spring story times
Story times will be held on Tuesdays 

and Fridays at 10:45 a.m. Drop-in for 
stories, songs, rhymes, and a take and 
make craft. 

Children must be accompanied by an 
adult caregiver. No registration neces-
sary.

LEGO Club
LEGO Club will be held on Thurs-

day, May 11 at 6 p.m. Suitable for chil-

dren ages 5 and up with an adult care-
giver. 

Registration is required.
Virtual program with Susan Tran
In the Newsroom with Susan Tran 

will be held virtually on Monday, May 
15 at 5 p.m. 

Tran, on-air reporter for NBC10Bos-
ton/NECN will be discussing her expe-
riences in TV media, especially as an 
Asian American woman, and how local 
news varies from national news both in 
perception and reality. 

Registration required.
Puzzle swap

A community puzzle swap will be 
held on Tuesday, May 16 from 3-7 p.m. 

Puzzles of all sizes will be available. 
Bring your own and take one home. 

Puzzles will be collected prior to or 
on the day of the swap. Tables will be set 
up for people to work on puzzles coop-
eratively during this time.

Armchair Travelers
Armchair Travelers Book Discussion 

will be held on Wednesday, May 17 at 
7 p.m. 

The book is “The Hitchhikers Guide 
to the Galaxy” by Douglas Adams. 
Books may be picked up at the library. 

No registration required.
Friends book sale

The Friends of the Joshua Hyde 
Public Library will hold a books sale 
on Saturday, May 20 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
near the Common in conjunction with 
the Garden Club.

Joshua Hyde Public Library 
lists May events

Connect with us online
Q U A B O A G  C U R R E N T 
N E W S P A P E R
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and sad, showing views of Earth, along 
with endangered and extinct animals. 
The slideshow is run by 15-year-old Bel-
la.

While views on climate change differ 
(even within the chorus), all agree that 
Earth needs to be cared for.

“It is good to acknowledge that we’re 
scared about what’s happening with the 
climate,” Cooke said. “We don’t have to 
agree but we still work together.”

The performance is named after the 
theme song, “Blue Boat Home” by Peter 
Mayer and comes from the line “and the 
Earth is my blue boat home.” 

“Blue Boat Home” will be a mix of 
chorale pieces, vocal solos and audience 
sing-alongs. 

Joining the chorus is Tim Loftus on 
rhythm guitar and flute and Brooks Mil-
gate providing piano accompaniment. 

“Brooks is a key part of the success 
of our sound,” Cooke said.

Loftus plays a Native American-style 
flute, and was inspired by Choctaw mu-
sic to write his own tune.

“We have several Native Ameri-
can songs, including a Navajo round,” 
Cooke said. 

There’s also a blend of pop music by 
Neil Young, John Lennon and Elton 
John, as well as folk music by Pete See-
ger, Jean Ritchie and even some rhythm 
and blues by Marvin Gaye.

The performance begins and ends 
with Mayer’s “Blue Boat Home”, and it 
also features original pieces written by 
chorus members. 

Terry McGinty of Warren wrote 
“The Shadows”, which is an elegy for 
extinct and endangered species. 

“It’s not only our species being af-
fected by this [climate change],” Cooke 
said. “We’re all in this together.”

The second piece was written by 
Donna Dufresne of Pomfret, Connecti-
cut.

Cooke said Dufresne is a singer/
songwriter and actually wrote this piece 
three years ago when Wings of Song 
first planned to premiere the perfor-

mance. 
She presented “Wake Up” to Cooke, 

who made a chorale arrangement of it. 
“It’s powerful,” he said. 
Cooke said “Blue Boat Home” is 

made in a framework to respect and cel-
ebrate Earth.

“The whole program is about honor-
ing a planet…our only home,” he said. 

Using his love of music to bring 
awareness to climate change, just seems 
natural for Cooke, who has been im-
mersed in music his entire life.

“I grew up in a household surround-
ed by music” Cooke said. 

Both of his parents were classically 
trained, and his father was a composer.

While his youthful musical inter-
ests were more focused on rebellion 
and rock and roll, Cooke dedicated his 
professional career to the early New 
England sacred chorale music of the 
1770s-1820s.

“You had literally hundreds of self-
taught composers teaching singing 
schools. Teaching young people to sing 
and read music,” Cooke said.

These singing schools turned into 
supply for church choirs and were run 
only by men, Cooke said, although he 
will continue searching for women com-
posers. 

“I’m looking all the time,” he said,
These composer arranged songs in 

four-parts like traditional chorale mu-
sic, but with more of a folk-like feel.

“They started writing by instinct,” 
Cooke said.

The songs were written with tenor 
carrying the melody, before adding in 
the bass, soprano, and lastly, alto. 

“They didn’t test them out,” Cooke 
said of the arrangements. “That’s what 
give the music a cool flavor…it’s linear.”

Unlike the choirs that sang those ear-
ly composers’ pieces, Wings of Song has 
had three years to test out “Blue Boat 
Home” as they had originally prepared 
to perform it at this time back in 2020, 
but were unable to due to the pandemic. 

“My hope is this will raise people’s 
awareness, and encourage them to do 
a little bit more for the planet,” Cooke 
said.

About ‘Blue Boat Home’
People will have three opportunities 

to experience “Blue Boat Home,” with 
the first being on Saturday, May 13 at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Joachim Chapel, 16 
Church St., Fiskdale.

The second will be held on Saturday, 
May 20 at 7:30 p.m. at the First Congre-
gational Church (the “Hill Church”) in 
Woodstock, Connecticut.

The final concert will be held on 
Sunday, May 21 at 3 p.m., in the audi-

torium of the Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School in Dudley. Students at the 
school, under the direction of music 
teacher Becky Bussiere, have been learn-
ing sing-along melodies to join the cho-
rus during the concert.

A special feature of that concert 
will be some brief remarks delivered by 
Massachusetts’s “Climate Chief,” Me-
lissa Hoffer, who was appointed to her 
newly created position by Gov. Maura 
Healey on the Governor’s first day in 
office.

Admission to all the performances is 
free, and people are invited to make a 
freewill offering at intermission. 

All concert venues are handicap ac-
cessible. Doors will open half an hour 
before each concert; in Fiskdale and 
Woodstock, Connecticut, people are ad-
vised to arrive early in order to be sure 
of a seat.

Anyone wishing for more informa-
tion on these concerts or on joining 
Wings of Song, whose fall rehearsal sea-
son begins Monday, Sept. 11, is encour-
aged to email Cooke at nymcooke@
gmail.com, or President Carol Curtin at 
carolcurtin77@gmail.com. 

A portion of what is collected during 
the concerts will be donated to a leading 
organization working to combat climate 
change. After the concerts, the chorus 
will announce the amount of its dona-
tion, and the recipient.

“Blue Boat Home” is supported in 
part by a grant from the Sturbridge Cul-
tural Council, a local agency, which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency.

Poster artwork for “Blue Boat 
Home” was designed by chorus member 
Cindy Young. 

Music Director Nym Cooke directs the 40-member chorus, Wings of Song. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

A slideshow projects images related to climate change during the performance.

BLUE BOAT   I  FROM PAGE 1



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, May 5, 2023  PAGE 13

By Paula Ouimette
Editor 

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Director of Student Services 
Dr. Kirsten Esposito said the 
preschool program is required 
to have an appropriate number 
of available slots for eligible 
children ages 3-4 years old. 

She said looking at data and 
student needs, a shift back to 
four half-day classrooms was 
necessary to serve more stu-
dents.

“This allows us to serve more 
of the students in our communi-
ty,” she told School Committee 
members at their April 24 meet-
ing.

The half-day program would 
create 28 slots for students with 
individualized education pro-
grams and 32 for students not 
on IEPs.

For public school programs 
like North Brookfield’s, which 
integrate children with and 
without disabilities, the class 
size cannot exceed 20 students 
with one teacher and one aide, 
with no more than five students 
with disabilities. If  the number 
of students with disabilities is 

six or seven, then the class size 
cannot exceed 15 student with 
the same level of staffing. 

Shifting to half-days would 
allow more students to enroll in 
the preschool program by creat-
ing more classrooms.

“We’re able to really service 
a greater amount of students 
in our community…we’re able 
to absorb new students as they 
move into the community and 
that’s really important because 
it allows us to have flexibility 
with our classrooms,” Esposito 
said.

Elementary School Principal 
Sarah Priestley said students are 
found eligible for the preschool 
program throughout the school 
year, and this shift will allow 
them to keep slots open for 
those students.

“As kids are identified 
through our Child Find, that 
does happen,” Esposito said.

Priestley said the half-day 
model is one they have used 
before, and they have the need 
again to shift back to better 
serve their students. 

She said another option they 
are exploring is having one full-
day classroom with two half-
day classrooms. 

Priestley said their preschool 
teachers are also special educa-
tion teachers, and this causes 
them to be out of the classroom 
frequently for testing. 

“It’s a very unique role,” she 
said.

With the half-day model, stu-
dents would attend preschool 
for four days instead of five, and 
the fifth day would allow the 
teacher to conduct testing and 
IEP evaluations.

Interim Superintendent Tim 
McCormick said this is a model 
that many other districts use.

Vice-Chair Ronald Ryel 
questioned why the School 
Committee was just hearing 
about the need for this change.

“We are the representatives 
of the parents and the com-
munity, and for us not to hear 
this until a parent came up 
and signed up a kid, I think it’s 
completely and totally inappro-
priate,” he said. “Now this may 
very well be what is in the best 
interest for our students, but I 
don’t understand that.” 

 Ryel made a motion to keep 
the preschool program the way 
it currently is, which was sec-
onded.

Chair Timothy Canada said 

Ryel’s motion, if  it passes, could 
prevent a large number of stu-
dents from attending the pro-
gram.

“If we hamstring them by 
holding them to that, then now 
we have potentially a classroom 
of students that can’t come into 
this school,” Canada said.

Esposito said with the cur-
rent model, they have 21 special 
education slots and 20 students, 
and they are in the middle of 
conducting evaluations. Priest-
ley said this would only leave 
one open special education slot. 

Ryel said they should finish 
the evaluations before coming 
to the School Committee in 
May to decide on this change.

“Now that I’m aware of it, 
I’m not willing to make a deci-
sion tonight that’s different than 
what we already have in place,” 
he said.

Canada made a friendly 
amendment to Ryel’s motion, to 
revisit the decision in 30 days if  
the preschool enrollment num-
bers increased after evaluations.

The motion passed 3-2.
Canada said they will add the 

half-day preschool discussion to 
the agenda for May’s Commit-
tee meeting.

Shift to half-day preschool fails to pass

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The annual 
May Festival “Celebrating 
Spring” will take place at 
the Haston Free Public 
Library, 161 North Main 
St., and on the lawn of 
the First Congregational 
Church on Saturday, May 
6 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Local farms, nurseries, 
crafters of all kinds, and 
local businesses and or-
ganizations will sell their 
products and share infor-
mation about their ser-
vices. 

Local musicians will 
perform, and free door 
prizes will be awarded. The 
family-oriented festival 
will also offer a variety of 
activities for children on 
the church lawn.

An art show, featuring 
area artists and photog-
raphers and sponsored by 
The Friends of the Town 
House, will be held at the 
church’s Fellowship Hall.

The North Brookfield 
Fire Department will hold 
an open house during 
festival hours at Fire De-
partment headquarters, 56 
School St.

A free plant swap, on 
the library lawn and spon-
sored by the North Brook-
field Cultural Council, 
will allow gardeners to 
share annual and perennial 
plants.  

All plants are free, and 
everyone is welcome to 
participate, whether or not 
you have plants to donate. 
Plants can be dropped off  
at the library on May 6 
beginning at 9 a.m.  Ex-
pand your garden without 
breaking the bank.

For more information 
about the May Festival, 
call the Haston Library at 
508-867-0208.

Annual May 
Festival 
‘Celebrating 
Spring’ 
is May 6

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The North 
Brookfield Sportsmen’s 
Club will be hosting the 
2nd Annual Tim Morin 
Memorial Car Show on 
Saturday, June 24 at 20 
Boynton Road.

Registration is from 
8:30-11:30 a.m., with 
plaques awarded at 1:30 
p.m. 

Donation is $15 per 
show vehicle. Spectators 
are free.  

Lunch, cash bar and 
50/50 raffle will be avail-
able.  Music will be provid-
ed by DJ Bruce Marshall. 

For show information, 
call Gary at 508-450-8643.

Memorial 
car show 
planned for 
June 24
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Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, and pork along with a variety of other farm store staples. Also serving homemade meals from our farm kitchen.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

If you enjoyed seeing Farmer Matt at the indoor farmers market on Wednesdays, don’t worry. You can catch him at the farm on Wednesdays from 3:00 - 7:00 PM with your favorite items and so much more.

NOW OPEN WEDNESDAY 3:00 - 7:00 PM

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – One 
of the biggest challenges of 
self-defense isn’t using your 
physical strength, it’s finding 
your voice.

During one of their recent 
Sunday afternoon meetings, 
girls in Scouts BSA Troop 163 
did just that, with the help of 
Tantasqua school district’s 
school resource officer and 
Sturbridge Police Officer Nich-
olas Mardirosian, and the high 
school’s health educator Nicole 
Evanski.

Both Mardirosian and 
Evanski are Rape Aggression 
Defense System trainers.

Yelling “no,” was something 
many of the Scouts felt hesitant 

to do, until they joined together 
to shout the Scout Law as loud 
as they could.

Mardirosian, who is also an 
Eagle Scout, explained the dif-
ference between screaming and 
yelling.

“Yelling projects confi-
dence,” he said. “Yell – it is 
okay to be vocal…learn to love 
your voice.”

Repeating the same word 
or phrase over and over again 
while yelling can also help fend 
off an attack by alerting others, 
and sending a strong message 
to any potential attackers. 

Verbal communication is 
just one aspect of self-defense, 
Mardirosian said. 

“We only communicate ver-
bally 20%,” he said. The rest 

Scouts BSA helps girls find their voice

Troop 163 closing in on five-year anniversary

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – On what 
should have been a joyous cel-
ebration of love, Bathsheba 
Ruggles took a vow which ulti-
mately sealed her fate; earning 
her a place in history as one of 
our country’s most notorious 
women.

Last Thursday evening at 
Sturbridge Historical Society’s 
first event of the year, Warren 
author Ed Londergan, shared 
information about Bathsheba 
Ruggles Spooner, the focus of 
his recent novel, “Unlike Any 
Other”.

Spooner was the first wom-
an executed in the U.S. fol-
lowing the Declaration of In-
dependence for the crime of 
having her husband murdered. 

On Jan. 15, 1766, just shy 
of her 20th birthday, Bathsheba 
was married to Joshua Spoon-

Author Ed Londergan talked about his re-search into the life of Bathsheba Spooner for his novel, “Unlike Any Other”. (COURTE-SY IMAGE)

Unlike Any Other

Author shares story of 
Bathsheba Spooner

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WARE – Last Thursday 
morning, people gathered in 
the dining room Cedarbrook 
Village at Ware to enjoy a 
hearty breakfast buffet while 
socializing. 

The repast, however pleas-
ant, was not the reason for at-
tendance. Guests and members 
of the Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce were there for a 
Legislative Breakfast, hosted 

Chamber’s Legislative Breakfast looks at region’s needs

State Sen. Anne Gobi spoke about the East-West Rail project, and issues employers face recruiting and retaining employees. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

By Dallas Gagnon
dgagnon@turley.com

WARREN – Interim Super-
intendent Maureen Binienda 
announced Casey Hanfield as 
the next principal of Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School.

“[We] are proud to present 

tonight that we had a very ex-
tensive process for looking for 
a principal as Mr. Duff moves 
into the superintendent’s role. 
We’re really looking for a prin-
cipal to continue to carry on 
the good work,” said Binienda 
at the March 20 meeting. 

Department heads, teach-

ers and district representatives 
were involved in the commit-
tee’s search. 

Hanfield will begin his role 
as principal as of July 1. 

A separate committee was 
tasked to find a replacement 

New principal and IT director named at Quaboag

See CHAMBER   I   PAGE 8

er, a wealthy merchant and 
farmer who was described as 
“meek” and “mild” by many, 
Londergan said.

See TROOP 163   I   PAGE 7

See AUTHOR   I   PAGE 12

See QUABOAG   I   PAGE 15

Sturbridge Police Officer Nicholas Mardirosian demonstrates how to block a strike with Scouts Eibhlin C., left, and Ella P.  (TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

Call Dan today for a
2 ad special at 413-297-5886

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

TOTAL
MARKET COVERAGE
WEEKS

THERE’S NO BETTER 
TIME TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR SERVICES THAN 
DURING

Memorial Day 
Special

Edition May 26th

NEWSBRIEFS
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
FREE WEIGHT BENCH WITH 
WEIGHTS Twin Bed with mattress, 
9X12 braided rug, women’s small ex-
ercise bike, child’s desk, large brass 
giraffe $300.00. Adjustable drawing 
table, electric chair In good condition 
$400.00. Women’s exercise walking 
machine $100.00. Two round living 
room  swivel chairs $50.00 each. 
Outside glider with cushions $50.00. 
Dining room buffet $50.00. Call 413-
477-6486.

MILITARY TENT STOVE in origi-
nal military box, burns gasoline, kero-
sine and wood. Stove pipe and tools in-
cluded $500.00 Call (413)967-3083

TAG SALE
MOVING TAG SALE 56 SABIN 
STREET BELCHERTOWN MAY 5, 
6, 7 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

WILBRAHAM DKG SCHOLAR-
SHIP benefit tag sale at GRACE 
UNION CHURCH, 10 Chapel Street 
Wilbraham 5/12-5/13 9:00am-4:00pm 
HUGE SELECTION

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
bar ware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 

basements, demo services, 10% 
discount with this ad off services. 

Dumpster Rentals available fro rent.
All Major CC’s

CALL NOW (413)531-1936
acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ce-
ramic tile, windows, painting, wall-
papering, siding, decks. Insurance 
work. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
(413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOOD CONCESSION SEEKS 
HELP May 10-13, cleaning, sandwich 
making, serving. Position requires long 
days standing, walking. Email Ellen for 
more information @ realm4712@
aol.com

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

COMMERCIAL STORAGE UNIT 
FOR RENT.  20’ WIDE BY 30’ 
DEEP. 11’ CEILINGS. Each unit 
has one garage door 10’ wide by 9’ 
high and one man door. 
Units have electricity, but no heat or 
plumbing.  Perfect for an electrician, 
landscaper or tradesman.
Located in Belchertown, MA
Please call or text Tim  (413) 315-
1614

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

FOR SALE SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HELP WANTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Members of the Quaboag Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce met last month at Diamond Junc-
tion Bowling, North Main St., for a casual dinner and 
some friendly competition.

A dinner of stuffed shells and meatballs was pro-
vided by Apollo 1 Pizza. TJ’s Pop offered gourmet 
popcorn samples and Easthampton Cider Project had 
a hard cider tasting. 

The Chamber exists to promote economic growth 
and tourism across the 15 towns it serves. The Cham-
ber advocates for policies to develop the community, 
and to advance the interests of its members.

According to the Chamber’s website, the “Quabo-
ag Hills Chamber of Commerce offers more than just 
networking opportunities. We help our business com-
munity from the smallest entrepreneurs to the largest 
corporations.”

The Chamber offers training and seminars to help 
small businesses improve and expand, and boost busi-
ness visibility throughout the region.

For more information about the Chamber, visit 
qhma.com.

New Braintree Police Log
BROOKFIELD – In honor of Brook-

field’s 350th Anniversary, the Brookfield 
Cultural Council is sponsoring an essay 
contest and a photo contest for children 
in grades kindergarten through sixth 
that live in town.

Essay Contest
For children in grades kindergar-

ten through third, the topic is “What I 
Like About Living in Brookfield”. For 
children in grades fourth through sixth, 
the topic is “A Historic Walk through 
Brookfield”

Photo Contest
The theme for the photo contest for 

children in grades kindergarten through 
third is “My Favorite Place in Brook-
field” and the theme for grades fourth 
through sixth is “Historic Brookfield.”

Photos must be taken by the child 
and must be 5 by 7 inches. No filters. 

Any person in the photo must sign a 
release form as photos will be on display. 

Photo Release:  I, the undersigned 
(Photographer, Subjects, & Parent/
Guardian of Photographer) do hereby 
consent that any photograph submit-

ted for this contest may be displayed by 
Brookfield Cultural Council at events 
throughout 2023 without any addition-
al consideration to the undersigned. 
X______________________________

Black and white or color photos are 
acceptable.

General rules
Child must do the project on their 

own, without adult help. Children must 
live in Brookfield, and can attend public, 
private, or home school to participate.

Include a cover page with the child’s 
name and grade.  Do not put the child’s 
name directly on submission.

All entries must be submitted by May 
17.  

If  the child attends Brookfield Ele-
mentary School, submit an entry to the 
main office.  If  child attends private or 
homeschool, please contact Jeanne Ly-
tle by calling 508-867-6705 for submis-
sion or with any questions

Only one entry per contest per child 
please.

Winners will be announced at The-
atre and Art in the Park on June 9.

Photo and essay contest deadline is May 17

Chamber bowling event rolls a strike

Bowlers competed for the top score. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MARCE-
LO GUSMAO)

Chamber members enjoy social outings throughout the year.  (TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MARCELO GUSMAO)

TJ’s Pop brought gourmet popcorn.  (COURTESY PHOTO)Diamond Junction Manager Kristen Havens greeted members. (COURTESY 
PHOTO)

Teams wait their turn to bowl. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MARCELO 
GUSMAO)

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce members enjoyed a night of bowling at Diamond Junction Bowling. 
(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MARCELO GUSMAO)

Jan McCoy, right, talks with Andrew Surprise.  (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MARCELO GUSMAO)

 During the week of April 24-May 
1, the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 10 building/
property checks, 21 directed/area pa-
trols, two traffic controls, five radar 
assignments, one brush fire, one fraud, 
one citizen assist, six emergency 911 
calls, two burglaries/breaking and 
entering, one investigation, one safe-
ty hazard, three animal calls and one 
motor vehicle stop in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, April 24
4:28 p.m. Fraud, Mara Road, Offi-

cer Handled

Tuesday, April 25
4:53 a.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

Barre Road, Services Rendered
9:22 a.m. Fire/Brush, Ware Road, 

Extinguished
10:06 a.m. Safety Hazard, Barre 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

10:53 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memori-
al Drive, Officer Handled

Wednesday, April 26
11:36 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, Out 

of Town, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

Thursday, April 27
10:14 a.m. 911 Suspicious Activity, 

Hardwick Road, Investigated
11:40 a.m. 911 Medical Emergen-

cy, Barre Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

Friday, April 28
5:03 a.m. Burglary/Breaking and 

Entering, Worcester Road, Report 
Taken

8:12 a.m. Burglary/Breaking and 
Entering, Letendre Lane, Report 
Taken

1:54 p.m. Investigation, Worcester 
Road, Officer Handled

4:50 p.m. 911 Animal Call, Barre 
Road, Officer Handled

Sunday, April 30
12:56 a.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

Barre Road, Officer Handled
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SPRING SALE!
DON'T SHOP TIL YOU SEE US!
3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK
NEXT DAY DELIVERY or PICKUP
GRILL SALE!
A/C SALE!
THOUSANDS OF BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING
7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Thurs. 11:30am-10pm

Sun. & Mon. 11:30am-7:30pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

JOIN US FOR 
A SPECIAL 

MOTHER’S DAY 
BRUNCH 

ON SUNDAY,
MAY 14TH

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Confused about 
the Real Estate Market?

Whether Buying or Selling, 
LET ME BE YOUR GUIDE!

I have the experience to help you through the 
maze of real estate transactions. Call me!

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION to be 
built.  Single family Ranch home, 
with 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths and 
a 2 stall garage located on 1.9230 
acres in Warren. The main suite has 
dual closets and an en suite.   Open floor plan with cathedral ceilings for the 
living, kitchen and dining area.  Dining room has sliding glass doors that leads 
out to a back deck that looks out to a flat, level backyard.  Kitchen will be fully 
applianced, granite countertops and a center island perfect for entertaining.  
The unfinished lower level has lots of potential  - it’s just waiting for your 
imagination to run wild!.  Hardwood floors through out. Tile in the bathrooms.    
Anticipating a fall completion date.

NEW LISTING - NEW CONSTRUCTION - $419,900
123 KEYS RD., WARREN

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Farmer Matt’s famous burger is back 
starting this Thursday. Don’t miss out on this 
delicious taste from the farm. Hurry in and 
grab your Farmer Matt burger.

COME AND GET IT. 
The mighty burger is back.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

CAPE COD 
CANAL CRUISE 
WITH LUNCH  – 
July 8, 2023
$125

June 10 ....U.S.S. Slater plus Lunch ................. $125
July 22 .....Escape to Rockport ......................... $89
Sept. 9 .....Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ...... $99
Sept. 16 ...Funny Girl at PPAC .......................... $120
Sept. 23 ...Johnny Mathis in Concert ............. $130

Special 
Memorial Day 

edition 
May 29, 2023

Honor those who served 
our country 

All businesses, 
civic groups and individuals 

all welcome to place 
an remembrance ad today! 

Special ad rates for this edition. 
Ad deadline is May 18, 2022

Contact Dan Flynn at: 
dflynn@turley.com

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

STURBRIDGE
Library lists May events

p11

NORTH BROOKFIELD
May Festival is Saturday

p13

WARREN
Cemetery project 

continues p5


